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ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
in  North-America,  convened  in  the  Olty  of  New- 
Yorkj  in  Special  Meeting,  on  Tuesday  the  twenty- 
sixth  day  qfOctoher,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen.  After  ad- 
journing from  time  to  time,  on  Thursday  the  twenty- 
eighth  instant,  the  following  members  appeared. 

FORMATION  OF  SYNOD- 

ARTICLE  I. 

MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

From  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-  York, 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  New- York. 

The  Rev.  Christian  Bork  and  John  Schureman. 
Elders  Messrs.  Isaac  L.  Kip  and  Peter  H,  Weii- 
dover. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Bergen, 
The  Rev.  James  V.  C.  Romeyn. 

Elders,  Messrs.  Martin  I.  Ryerson  and  Abraham 
Speer. 

3.  From  the  Classis  oj  Paramus. 
The  Rev.  VVilhelmus  Eltinge. 
Elder,  Mr.  Dow  Westervelt. 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick. 

The  Rev.  John  L.  Zabriskie  and  Peter  Labagh. 
Elders,    Messrs.    Peter    Voorhees    and    Martin 
Schenck. 
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5.  From  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. 
The  Rev.  Cornelius  D.  Westbrook  and  Cornelius 
C.  Cujler. 

Elder,  Mr.  David  Carpenter. 

From  the  Particular  Si/nod  of  Albany. 

1 .  From  the  Classis  of  Albany. 
Elder,  Mr,  Jacob  Switz. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster. 

The  Rev.  John  Gosman  and  Henry  Ostrander. 
Elder,  Mr.  Peter  Elmendorf,  .Tun. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer. 

4.  From  the  Classis  oj  Montgomery. 
The  Rev.  John  P.  Spinner. 

ARTICLE  11. 

A'^constitutional  quorum  appearing,  and  the  Pre- 
sident and  Adsessor  beina;  absent,  the  Rev.  James 
V.  C.  Romeyn  was  elected  President  pro  tern. 

A  committee  from   the  Board  of  Trustees   of 
Uueens  College  having  appeared  on  the  floor  of  Sy- 
nod and  a  representation  having  been  made  of  their 
desire  of  being  early  discharged  from  attendance  on 
this  body.     Therefore 

Resolved,  That  Synod  immediately  attend  to  the 
business  intrusted  tp  the  committee  of  the  Board  of 

Trustees. 

The  Rev.  Peter  Labagh  and  Mr.  Jacob  R.  Har- 
dcnbergh  produced  an  act  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Q^ueens  College,  appointing  them  to  transact  bu- 
siness with  Uiis  bodvj  tiey  were  received  as  such. 


Rcsolced,  That  Uie  Rev.  Messrs.  Eltino;e  and 
West  brook  and  tie  Elder  Peter  H.  Wendover,  be  a 
coiTHfiittee  to  confer  with  the  above  committee. 

The  committee  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  made 
the  following  communication. 

To  the  H  ever  end  the  General  Synod  of  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed Church  now  convened  in  the  City  of  New- 
York, 

The  Subscribers  beg  leave  respectfully  to  repre- 
sent to  your  reverend  body,  that  they  have  been  ap- 
pointed a  committee  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Queens  College  in  JNew-Jersey  :  as  well  to  make 
such  representations  and  explanations  to  the  Synod 
as  tl.'ey  might  think  proper  in  relation  to  the  Theo- 
logical fund  committed  by  the  General  Synod  to  the 
Guardianship  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  as  in  con- 
junction with  a  Committee  to  be  appointed  by  the 
General  Synod  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  amount  to 
be  furnished,  or  appropriated  on  behalf  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod,  to  the  erection  and  completion  of  the 
Theological  Hall,  as  will  appear  by  a  copy  of  their 
appointment  herewith  communicated. 

Ttie  Committee  in  discharge  of  the  duty  assigned 
them,  represent  to  the  General  Synod,  that  in  pur- 
suance of  the  agreement  entered  into  between  the 
General  Synod  and  the  Board  of  Trustees,  subscrip- 
tion papers  have  been  circulated  by  the  Agents  of 
the  Board,  throughout  the  State  of  New- York,  and 
that  the  sum  of  twenty  one  thousand  dollars,  has 
betn  subscribed,  of  which  sum,  sixteen  thousand 
dollars,  has  been  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board, 
and  which  is  drawing  an  interest  of  seven  per  cen- 
tum per  annum.    The  Committee,  with  the  Board 


6 

of  Trustees,  deeply  lament,  that  a  larger  sum  has 
not  been  subscribed  for  so  desirable  and  important 
an  object,  and  that  hitherto  so  large  a  balance  re- 
mains uncollected:  The  Committee  however,  as 
members  of  the  board  know,  and  they  assure  the 
General  Synod,  that  nothing  has  been  wanting  on 
the  part  of  the  Board,  not  only  to  increase  the  sub 
scriptions  but  to  collect  the  sums  subscribed ;  and 
they  feel  confident  that  the  General  Synod  will  unite 
with  them  and  say  that  it  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  col- 
lect a  sum  ef  twenty  one  thousand  dollars  on  volun- 
tary subscriptions :  and  that  in  the  very  nature  of 
things  a  considerable  sum  never  can  be  collected 
where  the  items  are  in  so  many  hands  to  make  up 
the  aggregate  amount. 

The  committee  think  it  a  duty  they  owe  the  board 
(in  answer  to  a  communication  made  by  the  Consis- 
tory of  New-York  to  the  Particular  Synod,  and  by 
them  referred  to  the  General  Synod,  stating  that  the 
Board  of  Trustees  had  appropriated  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars,  to  the  erection  of  the  Theological 
Hall)  to  state,  that  the  Consistory  of  New- York  have 
been  misinformed,  as  regards  the  fact  contained  in 
their  representation  ;  on  the  contrary  not  one  cent  of 
the  theological  fund  has  ever  been  appropriated,  by 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  to  the  erection  or  comple- 
tion of  the  Theological  Hall,  and  the  committee  now 
request,  that  the  Reverend  Synod,  will  be  pleased 
to  appoint  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Synod,  to 
confer  with  this  committee  who  jointly  may  fix  the 
sum  to  be  furnished  by  the  Synod  for  that  object, 
agreeably  to  the  original  agreement  entered  into  be- 
tween the  General  Synod  and  the  board. 


Nothing-  would  give  greater  pleasure  to  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  than  the  establishment  of  the  Theologi- 
cal School  upon  a  permanent,  and  as  it  respects  the 
funds,  upon  a  more  respectable  basis ;  they  are  con= 
fident,  that  the  prosperity  of  our  Churches  and  the 
interest  of  true  religion,  greatly  depend  upon  the 
success  of  the  Theological  School,  in  connection  with 
which  the  literary  institution  of  New-Brunswick  is 
of  primary  importance  :  the  Trustees  have  labored 
with  zeal  and  activity  for  both— ~A  number  have 
made  great  sacrifices  of  time  and  money  to  promote 
their  prosperity,  and  the  board  are  satisfied  nothing- 
more  is  wanting  to  establish  both  upon  a  permanent 
and  respectable  footing,  than  unity  and  energy  of 
action. — Our  Churches  have  abundantly  the  ability, 
so  to  patronize  those  two  institutions,  as  under  the 
blessings  of  Divine  Providence  to  answer  all  the  good 
purposes  the  most  sanguine  friends  anticipated. 

PETER   LABAGH,  )  JCom,r.it  ce  of  the 

J.  R.  HARDENBERGH,  \  coTgr '' '^'''''' 
New-York,  October  21th,  1813. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Advisory  Members. 
The  Rev.  Drs.  Milledoler  and  Kuypers,  and  the 
Rev.  Messrs.  Steddiford,  Matthews,  Schoonmaker, 
Van  Pelt,  Rowan,  Cornelison,  Demarest  and  Over- 
bagh,  being  present,  were  invited  to  sit  as  advisory 
members. 

ARTICLE  IV. 
Heading  of  Minutes. 
Resolved,  That  the  reading  of  the  minutes  be  dis* 
pensed  with. 
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ACTS  OF  SYNOD. 
ARTICLE  I. 

Orders  and  Rules. 
They  were  read. 

ARTICLE  II. 
Standing  Committees. 
Resolved^  That  the  standing  committees  appointed 
at  the  last  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Synod  be  contin- 
ued. 

Resolved^  That  the  Rev.  John  Schureman  and  the 
Elder  Martin  Schenck,  be  added  to  the  committee 
on  grievances. 

ARTICLE  Hi. 
Communications. 
A  memorial  was  received  from  the  Classis  of  Ul- 
ster. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  memorial  be  submitted  to 
the  Rev.  Messrs.  Westbrook,  Bork  and  Romeyn, 
and  the  Elders  Messrs.  Ryerson  and  Schenck,  to  re- 
port during  the  present  session  of  Synod. 

Adjourned  to  4  o'clock,  P.  M.  Closed  with 
prayer. 

4  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Synod  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — opened  with 

prayer. 
The  Rev.  James  S.  Cannon,  a  Primarius  from  Ihe 
Classis  of  New-Brunswick,  appeared  and  took  his 
seat. 

The  Elder  Primarius  Cornelius  Marselis,  from  the 
Classis  of  Bergen,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

The  following  Report  of  the  Stated  Clerk  respect- 
ing the  Annual  Meetings  of  General  Synod  was 
read,  and  is  as  follows  : 


To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 

in  Session,  in  the  City  of  Ntw-York,  2Qth  Oct.  18J3. 

The  Stated  Clerk,  in  confDrrnity  with  a  Resolu- 
tion oftlie  General  Synod,  making  it  his  duty  to  re- 
port the  decisions  of  the  different  Classes  upon  a 
proposed  plan  for  Annual  Meetings  of  the  General 
Synod,  begs  leave  to  Report : 

That  he  has  received  official  notice  upon  this  sub- 
ject from  all  the  Classes  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
Synod,  except  the  Classes  of  Ulster  and  Montgom- 
ery. 

That  the  Classes  of  New-York,  New-Brunswick, 
Bergen,  Poughkeepsie,  Rensselaer  and  Albany,  have 
ratified  the  proposed  plan  of  meeting  annually,  and 
that  the  Clas«is  of  Pararnus  is  of  the  opinion,  "  That 
the  Annual  Meeting  of  General  Synod  is  contrary 
to  the  constitution." 

That  from  the  above  it  will  appear  that  six  of  the 
nine  Classes  existing  at  the  time  when  the  resolution 
^vas  passed,  have  agreed  to  the  Annual  IMeetings  of 
General  Synod. 

JOHN  M.  BRADFORD,  Stated  Clerk. 

AVhereas  the  constitutional  number  of  Classes  have 
reported  in  favor  of  the  Annual  Meetings  of  Gene- 
ral Synod.    Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Meetings  of  this  body  be  An- 
nual. 

Resolved,  That  the  particular  Synods  be  enjoined 
to  appoint  their  delegates  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  vi'hen  this  Synod  adjourn  it  ad- 
journ to  meet  in  the  city  of  New- York,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  June,  1814, 
2 
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The  Rev.  Dr.  Livingston  appeared  in  Synod,  and 
was  invited  to  sit  as  an  advisory  member. 

The  committee  appointed  to  collect,  arrange  and 
publish  the  Rules  and  Church  Orders  since  the  year 
1792,  made  a  Report;  which  Report  was  committed 
to  the  Rev.  John  Schureman  and  the  Elder  Peter 
H.  Wendover. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  A.  M.  to-morrow.  Clos- 
ed with  prayer. 

Friday y  10  6' clocks  A.  31. 
Synod  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — opened  with 
prayer. 
REPORT  OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  made  the 
following  Report,  which  was  adopted. 

That  they  have  not  received  the  minutes  of  the 
Particular  Synod  of  Albany  :  That  from  an  exam- 
ination of  the  minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of 
New- York,  the  following  articles  appear  to  demand 
the  attention  of  General  Synod,  viz, 

1.  A  request  from  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- 
York  to  the  General  Synod,  *'  To  propose,  mature 
"  and  adopt  as  soon  as  practicable,  some  plan  of  a 
"  Widow's  Fund,  which  may  be  speedily  opened  for 
"  subscription  by  Ministers  and  Congregations 
"  throughout  the  bounds  of  the  Refoimed  Dutch 
"  Church."  (See  page  9  of  the  minutes  of  the  Parti- 
cular Synod  of  New-York,  of  May,  1813.) 

2.  A  number  of  Resolutions  of  the  Consistory  of 
the  Church  in  New- York  in  relation  to  tiie  Profes- 
sorate.    (See  pages  19 — 24.) 


11 

3.  A  Reference  from  the  Church  in  Garden-street, 
in  the  city  of  JSTew- York,  in  relation  to  subsirriotion 
to  formulas.    (See  pa^es  24 — 27.) 

4.  A  request  to  General  Synod  to  advise  the  Stu- 
dents of  the  Theological  School  to  ap^iy  to  the 
CJassis  within  whose  bounds  they  belong  for  exami- 
nation and  licensure — (see  pagt  29.) 

Your  Committee  would  suggest  to  Synod,  wheth- 
er it  would  not  b*5  proper,  to  appoint  a  Committee, 
to  arrange,  mature  and  propose  to  General  Synod  at 
its  next  stated  meeting,  a  plan  for  a  widow's  fund. 

Tiiey  recommend  a  reference  of  the  second  arti- 
cle in  this  report  to  the  Committee  who  are  appoint- 
ed to  confer  with  the  Committee  of  the  board  of 
Trustees  of  Q,ueen's  College. 

The  third  they  would  refer  to  a  special  commit- 
tee. And  in  relation  to  the  fourth,  they  would  pro- 
pose the  following  resolution. 

Mesolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Stu- 
dents of  the  Theological  School,  when  they  shall 
have  completed  their  course  of  study,  to  apply  for 
examination  and  licensure  to  the  Classis  within 
whose  bounds  they  may  have  resided  immediately 
before  they  commenced  their  Theological  studies. 

The  above  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 
JOHN  P.  SPINNERi 

Ckairma7i, 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Bradford,  Rev.  Messrs.  Cuyler, 
Westbrook   and  Gosman,   and  Mr.  Abraham  Yan 
Yechten  were  appointed  a  committee  on  the  first 
article  in  the  above  report. 
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The  Rev.  Messrs.  Eltinge  and  Sclmreman  and 
llie  Elder  M.  Scbenck  were  appointed  a  committee 
on  the,tljird  article  of  the  above  report. 

The  committee  on  the  IMemorial  of  the  Classis  of 
Ulster  made  the  following  report  which  was  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  afternoon. 

The  committee  on  the  Memorial  of  the  Classis  of 
Ulster  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  maturely 
considered  its  import,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  express 
their  regret,  that  a  subject  which  after  it  had  given 
no  small  share  of  trouble  to  the  Churches;  which 
liad  been  agitated  before  their  various  tribunals  until 
it  was  (inallv  dfcidt  d  in  the  General  Svnod  of  June 
1812,  and  which  they  hoped  was  disposed  of,  should 
in  any  shape  be  revived. 

Your  Committee  deeming  it  superfluous  and  im- 
proper to  take  up  the  matter  complained  of  in  the 
Memorial  in  the  lull  extent  therein  inserted,  and  so 
travel  over  the  same  ground  on  which  the  compe- 
tent tribunals  have  gone  in  their  discussions  and  de- 
cisions, recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions,  viz. 

1.  That  this  Synod  always  has  been  and  still  con- 
tinues disposed  to  pay  due  regard  to  any  complaints 
of  grievances  preferred  by  any  individual  or  body 
of  Members,  when  regularly  brought  before  them, 
and  will  cheerfully  grant  such  redress  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  or  cases  may  demand. 

2.  That  a?  the  General  Synod  of  .Tune  1812 
decided  on  the  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  Ulster  from 
the  decision  of  the  particular  Syn;)d  of  Albany  ; 
this  Synod  believe  their  proceedings  have  been  iin- 
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partial  and  equitable  and  influenced  by  the  purest 
motives,  having  nothing  in  view  but  the  peace  and 
welfare  of  the  churches  and  justice  to  the  parties 
concerned. 

3.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  will  ever  consider  it 
a  duty  to  assert  and  maintain  a  sense  of  self  respect, 
and  will  not  silently  suffer  any  unwarrantable  as- 
persions derogatory  to  the  dignity  attached  to  the 
supreme  tribunal  of  the  Church  to  pass,  without  ex- 
pressing their  decided  disapprobation ;  that  they  will 
discountenance  a  spirit  of  insubordination  manifest- 
ing itself  in  any  of  its  constituent  parts,  and  will  not 
be  intimidated  by  any  threats  of  secession  from  their 
connexion  which  may  be  uttered  or  published. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  said  memorial  is  replete  with 
expressions  of  marked  acrimony  and  disrespect ;  that 
it  contains  imputations  on  the  integrity  of  the  Gene* 
ral  Synod  as  a  body,  and  intemperate  personal  re- 
flections on  individuals,  one  of  whom  was  and  now 
is  a  member  thereof;  that  it  abounds  with  unwarrant- 
able deductions  from  inadmissible  premises ;  and 
keeping  out  of  view  the  real  state  of  the  question 
'^vhich  has  given  birth  to  the  unhappy  disputes  be- 
tween the  Classis  of  Ulster  and  the  Consitory  of 
Kingston,  the  memorialists  cavil  at  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Synod  have  prosecuted  the  busi- 
ness. 

5.  Resolved,  That  in  declaring  their  decision,  this 
Synod  do  not  believe  that  the  Synod  of  June  1812, 
have  been  actuated  by  a  desire  to  wound  the  feel- 
ings or  lacerate  the  character  of  either  of  the  parties 
concerned,  and  that  from  the  nature  of  the  case  they 
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could  not  with  propriety  have  expressed  their  opin- 
ion in  terms  more  lenient  and  just. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  entertain 
the  greatest  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  the  Church- 
es comosping  the  Classis  of  Ulster,  as  well  as  for  that 
of  the  Reverend  Brethren  minislring  in  those  Church- 
es; that  they  have  always  considered  them  as  an  im- 
portant section  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church ;  that 
they  will  ever  be  inclined  to  cherish  their  best  inte- 
rests; and  that  those  churches  and  every  individual 
thereunto  belonging  will  find  in  this  Synod  a  tribu- 
nal ready  to  grant  any  reasonable  relief  which  may 
be  asked — That  the  Synod  have  a  right,  in  return 
for  their  protection,  to  obedience  and  submission,  and 
confidently  hope  that  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  all 
concerned  in  the  decisions  complained  of,  will  be 
promoted  and  established. 

7.  Besohed,  That  in  consequence  of  the  senti- 
ments entertained  by  this  Synod  of  the  character 
of  the  said  memorial  it  be  and  is  hereby  dismissed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  deposit  it  among 
the  papers  belonging  to  this  Synod. 

CORNELIUS  D.  WESTBROOK,  Chairman. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  Selection  of  Psalms 
and  Hymns  made  by  Professor  Livingston  was  sub- 
mitted, made  the  following  report  which  was  ac- 
cepted. 

The  committee  to  whom  Professor  Livingston  was 
requested  to  submit  Ifis  Selection  of  Psalms  and 
Hymns,  report, 

That  he  has  accomplished  the  w^ork  assigned  hini; 
that  they  have  examined  the  same  and  judge  it  to  be 
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«  judicious  and  excellent  selection;  that  they  accor- 
dingly recommend  it  to  the  General  Synod  for  their 
ultimate  approbation,  and  suggest  the  propriety  of 
having  it  immediately  published  and  introduced  in 
all  our  Churches. 

PETER  STEDDIFORD, 
JAMES  V.  C.  ROMEYN, 
JOHN  SCHUREMAN, 
JAs.  SPENCER  CANNON; 

Resolved,  That  the  said  selection  be  adopted. 

JResolied,  That  the  following  shall  be  the  manner 
in  which  the  selection  shall  be  introduced  to  the 
Churches. 

Acts  and  proceedings  of  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Butch  Church  in  North  America,  held  at 
Albany,  June,  1812. 

A  revision  of  the  Psalms  and  Hymns  now  in  use 
in  the  Dutch  Church,  having  been  requested  and  re- 
ferred to  the  General  Synod,  by  the  Particular  Sy- 
nod of  New- York  ;  and  it  being  desirable  that  our 
selection  of  Psalms  and  Hymns  should  be  improved 
and  enlarged  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  request  the  Rev.  Doc- 
tor Livingston  to  make  a  selection  of  Psalms  and 
Hymns  agreeably  to  the  views  expressed  upon  this 
subject :  and  they  appoint  the  Rev.  .Tames  V.  C. 
Romeyn,  .lames  S.  Cannon,  Peter  Stcddiford  and 
John  Schureman,  a  committee  to  whom  Dr.  Living- 
ston will  submit  the  selection  :  but  for  tlie  sreater 
security  in  a  work  of  such  importance,  it  is  resolv- 
ed, that  flfter  it  be  adopted  by  the  committee,  it  shall 


16 

be  reported  to  the  General  Synod  and  obtain  their 
ultimate  approbation  before  it  be  published. 

Acts  and  proceedings  of  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  held  at  an  extraordinary 
session  at  New- York,  October,  1813. 

The  committee  to  whom  Professor  Livingston  was 
requested  to  submit  his  selection  of  Psalms  and 
Hymns,  Reported,  That  he  had  accomplished  the 
work  assigned  him ;  that  they  have  examined  the 
same,  and  judge  it  to  be  a  judicious  and  excellent 
selection  ;  that  they  accordingly  recommend  it  to 
the  General  Synod  for  their  ultimate  approbation, 
and  suggest  tlie  propriety  of  having  it  immediately 
published  and  introduced  into  all  our  Churches. 

The  General  Synod  having  received  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Psalms  and  Hymns,  and  having  inspected  the  selec- 
tion made  by  the  Rev.  Professor  Livingston,  agree- 
ably to  the  request  of  the  General  Synod  in  their 
last  session,  do  express  their  high  satisfaction  and  de- 
cided approbation  of  the  same.  It  is  therefore  re- 
solved, That  this  selection  be  forthwith  published 
and  introduced  into  public  worship  in  all  our 
Churches.  And  the  General  Synod  recommend  the 
came  to  all  families  and  individuals  within  their  com- 
munion, to  be  adopted  instead  of  the  book  which  has 
hitherto  been  in  use.  It  is  further  resolved,  that 
the  Catechism,  Articles  of  Faith,  and  what  has  for- 
merly been  published  with  tiie  book  of  Psalms  and 
Hymns,  be  also  added  to  the  new  edition. 

The  General  Synod  resolved.  That  Professor  Li- 
vingston be  requested  to  cause  a  neat  and  correct 
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made  as  soon  as  possible  :  and  that  the  copy  right 
of  the  book  be  secured  for  the  express  and  sole  ben- 
efit  of  such  students  as  may  attend  our  theological 
lectures,  and  may  need  pecuniary  assistance.  Re- 
solved further,  That  for  the  beneficial  purpose  last 
mentioned,  not  less  than  the  sum  of  six  cents  be  impos- 
ed upon  every  book  of  Psalms  and  Hymns  that 
shall  be  printed,  and  that  no  printer  be  allowed  the 
right  of  publishing  any  edition  of  the  same,  in  any 
form  whatever,  unless  he  first  pays  or  secures  the 
payment  of  the  sum  required  upon  each  book  in  his 
whole  edition. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  ability  displayed  in  the  revi- 
sion of  Psalms  and  Hymns  in  use  in  our  Churches  and 
for  the  labor  and  diligence,  with  which  that  business 
has  been  finally  accomplished.  Professor  Livingston 
is  entitled  to  the  gratitude  and  affectionate  remem- 
brance of  the  members  of  (he  Dutch  Church,  and  all 
the  friends  of  Zion  ;  and  that  this  Synod  entertain, 
and  will  continue  to  entertain,  a  high  sense  of  the 
faithful  and  affectionate  labors  of  their  aged  Brother 
for  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  our  Church  j 
and  that  they  will  ever  pray  that  when  he  shall  be 
gathered  with  bis  fathers,  he  may  join  in  the  song 
of  Moses  and  the  Lamb. 

Whereas  the  General  Synod  repose  the  greatest 
confidence  in  the  Consistory  of  the  Reformed  Dutcli 
Church  in  the  City  of  New  York,  both  as  it  respects 
their  willingness  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
Church  and  further  the  interests  of  the  Theological 
Seminary :     Therefore, 
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JResolved,  Tliat  the  copy  right  of  Ihe  Book  of 
PsaUns  and  Hymns  be  Tested  in  the  Consistory  of 
(he  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  in  trust  for  the  General  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Consistory  be  directed  to 
receive  from  every  Printer  who  shall  be  permitted  to 
publish  an  Edition  not  less  than  six  cents  for  every 
copy. 

Resolvedy  That  the  money  arising  from  this  source 
be  appropriated  to  the  support  of  indigent  students 
in  our  Tlieological  Seminary. 

Besolved,  That  the  said  monies  shall  be  held  by 
the  Consistory  of  New  York,  subject  to  the  draft 
of  the  special  treasurer  of  General  Synod,  to  be  ap- 
propriated according  to  the  design  above  mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Livingston  be  re- 
quested to  superintend  the  publication  of  the  first 
Edition  of  the  New  Psalm  Book,  and  when  publish- 
ed, that  he  affix  his  name  thereto. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Schureman  and 
Cuyler  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  Consistory 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  New  York  in  re- 
lation to  the  trust  intended  to  be  reposed  in  them  by 
the  above  resolutions. 

Adjourned  to  4  o'clock,  P.  M.  Closed  with 
prayer. 

4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Synod  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Opened 
with  prayer. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  A»  M'Leod  of  the  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian Church  appeared  in  Synod  and  was  invited 
to  sit  as  an  advisory  member. 
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The  following  motion  was  made  and  carried. 

Whereas,  a  certain  pamphlet  has  been  published 
and  circulated  throughout  our  Churches  by  the  Cias- 
sis  of  Ulster,  said  to  criminate  not  only  individual 
characters,  but  also  the  characters  of  both  the  Par- 
ticular Synod  of  Albany,  and  this  General  Synod, — 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  for  the  protection  of  public  char- 
acter said  pamphlet  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  Ulster  memorial,  to  report  on  Monday  next. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Queen's  Collepje 
made  a  report.  Ordered,  that  the  report  be  taken 
up  by  paragraphs.  After  some  progress  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  report  was  postponed  till  to- 
morrow morning. 

The  Delegates  appointed  to  attend  a  meeting  of 
the  German  Reformed  Synod  of  Pennsylvania  made 
the  following  report,  which  was  accepted. 

The  Subscribers  being  a  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  last  General  Synod  to  attend 
the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Churches  held 
in  Frederick-town  in  May  last,  beg  leave  to  report. 

That  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  this  Synod 
they  attended  the  German  Synod,  and  presented  to 
that  Reverend  Body  the  minutes  of  the  General  Sy- 
nod, and  further  communicated  to  them  the  special 
object  of  their  mission  by  tendering  the  friendly  re- 
gard of  this  body  for  their  German  Bretliren,  and  by 
offering  to  conduct  the  correspondence  between  the 
two  Churches  upon  a  more  agreeable  and  useful 
plan  than  the  one  hitherto  pursued,  viz,  by  the  ap- 
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pointment  of  corresponding  membei-s.  Your  com- 
mittee met  with  a  friendly  reception  and  uere  invit- 
ed to  a  seat  in  their  body,  and  after  conferrin«y 
yviih  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  they 
were  t:;ratified  with  llie  unanimous  resolution  of  the 
German  Synod,  acrieeing  to  the  proposition  and  ap- 
pointing two  of  their  members  to  attend  the  next 
meetintr  of  this  General  Synod  to  be  held  in  New- 
Brunswick  in  September  last,  all  which  will  appear 
from  a  copy  of  their  minutes  herewith  communi- 
cated. 

Your  committtee  held  considerable  intercourse 
with  the  ministers  of  the  German  Reformed  C* lurch- 
es, and  were  pleased  to  receive  their  friendly  attend 
tions  and  to  hear  their  expressions  of  respect  and 
esteem  for  the  reformed  Dutch  Church. 

Your  committee  having  no  particular  instructions 
to  propose  or  arrange  any  plan  of  further  intercourse 
or  connection  with  the  German  Churches,  returned. 
Signed,  JAs.  S.  CANNON, 

PETER  LABAGH. 

Hesolved,  That  the  Rev.  C.  Bork  be  requested  to 
translate  the  letter  from  the  German  Reformed 
Church  of  Pennsylvania. 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  be  allowed  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  their  expences  in  attending  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Synod  of  Pennsylvania. 

liesolved,  That  the  President  give  an  order  on  the 
Q^uestor  of  Synod  for  the  above  sum. 

The  committee  on  the  subject  of  Missions  made 
jlie  following  Report, 
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The  committee  on  Missions  submit  the  following 
Jlepoi  t : — 

That  they  hare  received  no  communications  from 
the  stated  committee  of  Missions,  and  consequently 
are  unable  to  furnish  this  body  with  any  detailed  ac- 
count of  Missionary  labors  since  their  last  meeting. 

They  wish   however  to  call  the  attention  of  this 
body  to  a  representation  which  the  Classis  of  New- 
Brunswick  have  directed  their  delegates  to  communi- 
cate to  the  General  Synod :  it  respects  the  destitute 
state  of  some  of  our  congregations  on  the  Delaware 
River,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Classis  of  New- 
Brunswick.  The  Classis  applied  sometime  since  to  the 
stated  committee  of  Missions  to  have  the  privilege 
to  appropriate  some  of  the  money  collected  within 
their  bounds  for  missionary  purposes,  to  employ  a 
person  to  visit  the  Churches  and  settlements  on  the 
Delaware.     These  Churches  are  in  a  destitute  state, 
and  require  more  service  than  what  the  Classis  of 
New-Brunswick   can   afford  them.      If  a   suitable 
character  could  be  obtained  to  visit  those  societies, 
the  churches  above  mentioned  might  soon  be  placed 
in  such  a  situation  as  to  support  at  least  one  Minis- 
ter,  and  new  Churches  be  organized.     The  stated 
committee  of  Missions  considered  themselves  as  un- 
authorised to  grant  the  request  of  the  Classis  of  New- 
Brunswick.     Your  committee   would  suggest   the 
propriety  of  granting  the  Classis  their  request,  as  in 
all  probability,  it  would  promote  the  general  inter- 
jCBts  of  the  Church. 

JOHN  L.  ZABRISKIE. 
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Upon  which  it  was  resolved, 

That  it  would  be  improper  to  take  the  Missionary 
business  out  of  the  hands  of  the  committee  of  Mis- 
sions. 

Hesolved,  That  the  committee  of  Missions  be  re- 
quested to  use  the  money  collected  for  Missionary 
purposes  within  such  parts  of  the  Church  as  may  be 
most  destitute  until  our  ordinary  Missionary  ground 
be  again  open  to  us. 

Adjoui  ned  to  10  o'clock  A.  M.  to-morrow.  Closed 
with  prayer. 

Sahirday  Morning,  ]0  o'clock  A,  M. 
Synod  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — opened  with 

prayer. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  the  Trus' 
tees  of  Queen's  College  was  resumed. 

After  full  discussion,  the  report  was  adopted,  and 
is  as  follows. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  com- 
iTiittse  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Queen's  College, 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  viz. 

Your  committee  upon  examining  the  minutes  of 
the  extra  Synod  of  A.  D.  1807,  at  liaerlem,  find  that 
by  solemn  contract  General  Synod  stand  pledged 
to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Queen's  College  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  for  the  building  of  a  Theological 
Hall,  by  collections  to  be  taken  up  in  the  congrega- 
tions of  the  state  of  New- York,  and  in  case  of  fail- 
ure from  that  source,  by  an  appropriation  of  so  much 
of  the  principal  of  the  Theologiral  fund  as  may  be  ad- 
equate :  which  appropriation  is  to  be  made  by  the 
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Board  of  Trustees  of  Queen's  Collesje.  Your  com- 
mittee upon  examining  official  extracts  from  the 
Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  also  find  that 
the  sum  of  $21,000,  has  been  subscribed  for  the 
TheoIojOfical  fund,  of  which  Si 6,1 92 -jy^  have  been 
collected,  of  which  latter  sum  $10,400  have  been 
put  to  interest  on  bond  and  mortgage;  and  that 
for  the  sum  of  $5,772  ^  interest  has  been  paid  by 
the  literary  to  the  Theological  Institution  from  its 
reception. 

Your  Committee  do  therefore  recommend  for  the 
adoption  of  Synod  the  following  resolutions  viz  : 

Resolved,  1st.  That  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
dollars  be  appropriated  for  defraying  the  expences 
of  the  Theological  Hall. 

Resolved,  2nd]y.  That  the  monies  already  obtain- 
ed by  collections  in  the  State  of  New  York  be  first 
appropriated,  and  that  the  deficiency  be  paid  out  of 
the  Theological  fund. 

Thirdly.  Whereas  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  Col- 
lege have  allowed  interest  to  the  General  Synod  for 
the  use  of  the  sum  of  $5,772  j^  of  the  Theological 
fund  from  the  time  of  its  reception,  and  justice  de- 
mands that  the  General  Synod  allow  interest  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees  for  the  use  of  two  thirds  of  the 
sum  appropriated,  from  the  time  of  the  inclosure  of 
said  building:  Therefore,  Resolved;  That  inter- 
est for  $2,000,  be  allov/ed  for  four  years  by  the  The- 
ological to  the  literary  fund. 

Your  Committee  carmot  but  applaud  the  watch- 
fulness, zeal  and  engagcdness  of  the  Board  of  trus- 
tees for  the  prosperity  of  both  the  literary  and  the 
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Theological  Institutions,  and  calculate  on  their  per- 
severance in  completing  s  ibscriptions  and  collections 
through  the  State  of  New  York  agreeably  to  the 
original  contract,  and  they  cannot  but  hope  that  cor- 
responding exertions  on  the  part  of  our  Churches 
with  the  blessing  of  God  will  ensure  success,  and 
therefore  suggest  the  propriety  of  General  Synod's 
recommending  to  their  Churches  the  earnest  prose- 
cution of  our  adopted  measures  on  their  part. 

All  which  is  submitted. 
Signed,  WILHELMUS  ELTINGE,  Chairman. 

The  special  Treasurer  of  General  Synod  made 
the  following  report  which  was  adopted,  viz: 

Dr.  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
in  North  America  in  Account  Current  with  Isaac  L. 
Kip,  Special  Treasurer,  Cr. 

Cr. 

By  Cash  rec'd.  pr.  John  I.  Labagh  collected 

in  New  York S303  92 

Doct,  Bradford,  Albany  141  08 

Rev.  J.  V.  C.  Romeyn,  Hacken- 
sack  and  Schraalenburgh,     -     -  -     \7 
Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  Paramus,      10 
Jacob  Sickles,  Kinderhook,  53  50 

C.  C.  Cuyler,  Poughkeepsie,        25 
G.  R.  Livingston,  Coxsackie,       38 
Mr.  P.  H.  Wendover,  Greenwich,    68  69 
Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  Clarks- 
town,     -.-.-----,  4    10 
Rev.  John  Schureman  Questor>         g  . , 
of  New  Brunswick  Classis,       5 
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1813  Dr. 

June  6,  To  Cash  paid  Messrs.  Bradford  andl 

Cuyleradraft  for  purchasing  books  VSlOO 

for  Theological  Library,  J 

To  Cash  paid  Dr.  Bradford  a  draft  ^ 

for  a  book  for  recording  the  pro- 5 

ceedings  of  Board  of  Supei'intend-  > 

ants  of  the  Theological  Hall.  3         2  102 


Balance  due  Gen.  Synod,  S620  48 

Errors  excefited.    27th  Oct.  1813.     ISAAC  L.  KIP,  Sfi.Treas, 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  on  Monday.  Clos- 
ed with  prayer. 

Monday y  1st  November,  10  o'clock  A.  31. 
Synod   met  pursuant  to  adjournment — opened  witli 

prayer. 
A  quorum  not  beincj  present,  adjourned  to  half 
past  3  o'clock  P.  M.     Closed  with  prayer. 

Half  past  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Synod  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — ^opened  with 

prayer. 
The  Rev.  Matthew  L.  R.  Ferine,  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church,  was  invited  to  sit  as  an  advisory  member. 
The  order  of  the  day  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  memorial  of  the  Classic  of  Ulster  was 
called  up. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  taken  up  by  paragraphs. 
Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Messrs.   Ostrander  and. 
Gosman,   and  the   Elder  Ehnendorf,  be  excluded 
from  voting  on  the  above  report,  on  account  of  their 
being  interested  in  the  subject. 

After  mature  deliberation,  Syriod  adopted  Ifse  re- 
port of  the  commhtee  recorded  in  the  minutes  of 
Friday  morning. 

4 
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Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning.  CIos^ 
ed  with  prayero 

Tuesday  Morning,  \0  6' clock. 
Synod  met  pursuant  to  adjournment — opened  with 

prayer. 
The  Rev.  Robert  B.  E.McLeod,  of  the  Associate 
Reformed  Church,  appearing  in  Synod,  was  invited 
to  sit  as  an  advisory  member. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  submitted  a  pam- 
phlet containing  a  report  of  the  Rev.  Moses  Frseligh, 
to  Ihe  Cldssis  of  Uisier,  made  the  following  report : 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referre<l  a  pamphlet 
containing  a  report  of  the  Rev.  Moses  F'roFlijrh  to 
the  Classis  of  Ulster,  touching  the  proceedings  and 
decisions  of  the  Particular  and  General  Synods  of 
June,  1B13,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  from  the  attention  they  have  paid  to  the 
said  report,  it  appears  that  the  Classis  of  Ulster  ap- 
pointed the  Rev.  Moses  Fraeligh  their  representative 
to  the  Particular  and  General  Synods  above  men- 
tioned :  that  after  his  return,  Mr.  Fraeligh  reported 
the  proceedings  in  the  case  contested  between  the 
Classis  of  Ulster,  and  the  consistory  of  Kingston, 
which  report  the  Classis  of  Ulster  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  which  accordingly  was  printed  for  cir- 
culation. 

Your  committee  are  fully  convinced  that  said 
Classis  had  a  right  to  appoint  a  person  as  their  rep- 
resentative to  ict  on  their  behalf :  That  it  was  inhe- 
rent in  said  appointment  to  report  to  the  body  that 
constiluted  him  ;  and  that,  reasoning  in  the  abstract, 
the  Classis  was  justifiable  in  circulating  such  report 
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for  the  information  of  the  Churches.  But  your  com- 
mittee are  sorry  to  observe  that  instead  of  a  dispas- 
sionate and  respectful  detail  of  facts,  instead  of  be- 
ing indicative  of  a  spirit  of  subordination  to  the  acts 
and  proceedings  of  the  higher  judicatories  of  the 
Church,  it  has  a  mischievous  tendency,  calculated  to 
cast  an  odium  on  the  Synods,  to  awaken  a  spirit  of 
disaffection,  distrust  and  opposition  to  the  constitut- 
ed authorities,  as  well  as  by  wanton  attacks  on  indi- 
viduals to  injure  their  reputation.  Whilst  your  com- 
mittee feel  persuaded  that  any  acts  or  expressions 
of  the  General  Synod,  conceived  to  bear  hard  on 
the  conduct  of  the  Classis  of  Ulster,  have  not  been 
intended  to  affect  the  reputation  oi,  or  to  withhold 
justice  from  that  body  or  any  members  thereof,  and 
whilst  they  pretend  not  to  judge  of  the  motives  which 
induced  the  publication  of  such  a  report,  they  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  decidedly  disapprove 
of  the  contents  of  said  Pamphlet,  as  hostile  to  the 
peace  and  unity  of  the  Church,  as  manifestly  betray- 
in*;  a  spirit  of  insubordination  and  containing  un- 
christian and  illiberal  aspersions  on  the  Synods  as 
well  as  on  individuals.  All  which  is  humbly  sub- 
mitted. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Committee. 

C5>RNELIUS  D.  WESTBROOK,  Chairman. 

The  above  report  was  adopted. 

Itesolvcd,  That  a  Pastoral  Letter  be  written  to 
the  Ministers  and  Churches  composing  the  Classis  of 
Ulster. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Messrs,  Zabriskie,  Can- 
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lion  and  Schureman  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  said 
Letter. 

The  Rev.  Christian  Bork  laid  on  the  table  of  Sy- 
nod the  followinsj  translation  of  the  communication 
of  the   German  Reformed   Synod  of  Pennsylvania 
which  was  ordered  to  be  inserted  on  the  Minutes. 
Frederick  Town,  May  the  11  thy  1813. 

Proceedings  of  the  Committees  of  the  Rev.  Syn<.d 
respecting  the  two  Delegates  of  the  Rev.  Synod  of 
the  State  of  New  York. 

1.  Information  was  given  to  the  Rev.  Synod,  that 
two  Delegates  from  the  Rev.  Synod  of  the  State  of 
IVew  York  were  present  who  were  furnished  with 
credentials,  and  wished  to  be  admitted  to  a  seat  with 
the  Synod  in  Frederick  Town  in  Maryland :  In 
consequence  of  which, 

Jiesolvedy  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  give 
a  friendly  invitation  to  the  Delegates  to  sit  with  our 
Synod  and  deliver  their  instructions. 

2.  The  Committee  together  with  the  Delegates  ap- 
pearing in  Synod,  their  places  were  assigned  them. 
And  upon  being  asked  by  the  Secretary  of  Synod, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Labagh,  after  having  read  the  Synodi- 
cal  Minutes  which  the  Delegates  brought  with  them, 
gave  information,  that  the  object  of  the  Low  Diilch 
Synod  is  thai  a  brotherly  interchange  of  Sy nodical 
acts  and  proceedings  and  an  uninterrupted  union  of 
sentiments  might  be  restored.  Upon  which,  Resolv 
ed,  That  another  Committee  of  Ministers  and  El- 
ders be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  more 
particularly  of  both  the  Rev.  Delegates,  Labagh  and, 
dannon,  the  special  object  of  their  Delegation, 
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3.  The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  both 
the  Deleojates  Messrs.  Labagh  and  Cannon  convened 
for  the  purpose  on  Monday  evening  in  the  parson- 
age house :  Where, 

1.  It  was  l^esolvcd.  That  nothing  could  be  done 
.on  the  subject  till  both  the  above  delegated  gentle- 
men were  present. 

2.  Upon  a  suitable  and  becoming  invitation  by  a 
deputed  committee,  both  the  delegated  gentlemen 
appeared. 

3.  The  question  proposed  in  the  English  Language 
was; — In  what  manner  an  intercourse  might  be  prac- 
ticable? The  answer  was,  The  Synod  gave  us  no 
instructions  as  to  the  plan  in  which  this  intercourse 
may  be  practicable,  they  give  it  entirely  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  German  Reformed  Synod.  It  is 
therefore 

4.  The  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  on  the  part 
of  our  Synod,  members  be  appointed  to  sit  with  the 
Synod  of  New  York,  or  with  the  Low  Dutch  Synod 
in  September  1813  :  Therefore  Resolved, 

5.  That  Mr.  Samuel  Helffenstein  and  Mr.  Philip 
Gloninger  shall  attend  the  Synod  of  New  York,  or 
particularly,  the  Synod  to  be  held  in  Brunswick  in 
September  1813.  This  Resolution  of  the  commit- 
mittee  was  unanimously  approved  of  and  accepted 
by  the  Synod  and  subscribed  with  the  names  of  the 
Committee  and  confirmed  with  the  Synodical  Seal. 
Frederick-town  in  Maryland,  May  the  18th,  1813. 

CHRISTIAN  L.  BECKER,  D.  D. 
(l.  s.)  President 

WILLIAM  HENDEL,  Scrlha,  P,  1\ 
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Resolved,  That  the  above  communication  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  correspondence. 

Resolved^  That  an  enquiry  be  made  whether  the 
Classes  have  attended  to  the  annual  collections  for 
the  support  of  the  Theological  School  according  to 
the  injunction  of  this  body  in  June  1812. 

Upon  inquiry  it  appeared  that  the  Classes  of  New- 
York,  Bergen,  New-Brunswick,  Poughkeepsie,  Al- 
bany, Rensselaer,  and  Montgomery  have  ordered 
collections  to  be  taken,  and  the  Classes  of  Paramus 
and  Ulster  have  not  ordered  them. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  enjoined  on  the  several  con- 
gregations under  our  jurisdiction  to  make  collections 
for  the  support  of  the  Professor  arid  indigent  stu- 
dents, and  the  procuring  a  Theological  library,  with- 
out delay. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  enjoined  on  the  Classes  under 
our  jurisdiction  to  enquire  every  year  of  the  respec- 
tive Consistories  whether  they  have  taken  Iheir  col- 
lections according  to  the  injunctions  of  Synod. 

Adjournexl  to  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

Closed  with  prayer, 

4  oUlock  P.  M. 

Synod  met  pursuant  to  adjourn:  lent.  Opened 
with  prayer. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Con- 
sistory of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  New- York 
reported,  that  they  have  conferred  with  said  Consis- 
tory, who  have  accepted  the  trust  reposed  m  them  by 
the  General  Synod  in  relation  to  the  copy-right  of  the 
Psalm  Book,  which  acceptance  is  communicated  in 
the  following  act  of  Consisiory. 
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In  Consistory  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  New- 
York,  1st.  November,  1813. 
Resolved,  That  the  Consistory  will  cheerfully  un- 
dertake the  charge  reposed  in  them  by  the  Reverend 
General  Synod.  Extract  from  the  Mimites. 

J.  B.  VROOM,  Clerk  pro  tern. 

ARTICLE  ly. 

Corrtspondence. 

The  committee  on  correspondence  made  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which  was  adopted. 

The  commiUee  on  correspondence  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  report,  viz. 

Your  committee  upon  examining  the  extract  of 
the  minutes  of  the  German  Synod,  find  that  the  Ger- 
man Synod  have  expressed  a  willingness  to  continue 
a  friendly  correspondence  with  this  Synod  through 
a  mutual  interchange  of  Sy nodical  minutes,  and  the 
attendance  of  two  corresponding  members.  Your 
committtee  therefore  recommend, 

1.  That  the  minutes  of  this  session  be  forwarded 
to  the  Terman  Synod. 

2.  That  the  Rev.  Jacob  Brodhead  and  Peter  La- 
bagb,  be  appointed  the  corresponding  delegates  to 
the  German  Synod  of  A.  D.  lSi4,  to  meet  at  Wom- 
melsdorf,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

WILHELMUS  ELTINGE,  Chairman. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  third  article  of 
the  report  of  the  commiUee  on  Synodica)  minutes, 
made  the  following  report,  which  was  accepted. 

The  committee  on  I  he  subject  of  tte  subscription 
of  the  Articles  of  Union,  submit  the  following  Re- 
port, viz. 
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Your  commiKee  are  of  opinion  that  the  subscrip- 
tion required  in  some  Classes  to  the  Articles  of  Un- 
ion agreed  upon  by  the  Assembly  of  Ministers  and 
Elders  convened  in  New-York,  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, 1771,  ought  to  cease. 

1.  Because  these  articles  have  reference  to,  and 
are  made  dependent  upon  rules  afterwards  to  be 
adopted,  and  are  tlierefore  superceded  by  the  forma- 
tion of  the  constitution. 

2.  Because  they  are  in  their  nature  only  tempora- 
ry, and  adapted  to  the  particular  exigency  for  which 
they  were  composed,  and  were  never  intended  to  be 
permanent  regulations  of  the  Church :  which  ap- 
pears from  this  circumstance,  among  others  ;  that 
tome  of  these  articles  do  not  quadrate  with  the  rules 
adopted  for  the  government  of  any  Protestant  Church, 
especially  with  those  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 
All  which  is  submitted. 

WILFIELMUS  ELTINGE,  Chairman, 
Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  above  re- 
port be  postponed  till  the  next  meeting  of  the  Gene- 
ral Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kuypers  be  request- 
ed to  translate  the  Articles  of  Union,  and  present 
them  10  General  Synod,  at  their  next  meeting. 

ARTICLE  y. 

Synodical  Reports  on  the  Slate  of  Religion. 

The  committee  on  the  Siate  of  Religion  made  the 
following  Report,  which  was  adopted. 

The  cominittee  on  the  state  of  religion  report  : 
That  in  consequence  of  the  minutes  of  the  Particular 
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Synod  of  Albany  not  havinj^come  loliand,  liiey  are 
not  able  to  make  any  satisfactory  representation  on 
this  subject. 

H.  OSTRANDER,  Chairman. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report 
of  the  Stated  Clerk  on  the  subject  of  collecting,  ar- 
ranging and  publishing  the  Rules  and  Church  Or- 
ders since  the  year  1792,  made  the  following  report, 
wliich  was  adopted. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report 
of  the  Stated  Clerk  on  the  subject  of  collecting,  ar- 
ranging  and  publishing  all  the  Rules  and  Church 
Orders  which  have  been  adopted  since  the  year 
1792,  report  : 

That  after  having  examined  the  Orders  and  Rules 
which  the  Stated  Clerk  has  collected  and  transcrib- 
ed, they  do  fully  concur  with  him  in  opinion  that  it 
is  not  advisable  to  have  the  same  published  in  a  sep- 
arate volume,  but  recommend  to  Synod,  that  they 
authorize  the  Stated  Clerk,  in  whose  possession  the 
minutes  of  General  Synod  are,  to  make  a  selection 
of  such  Orders  and  Rules  as  nia}'  be  deemed  of  the 
greatest  importance,  but  are  probably  not  as  gene- 
rally known  as  could  be  wished  ;  and  after  submit- 
ting the  same  to  the  next  Genera!  Synod,  cause  so 
much  as  shall  be  approved,  to  be  published  as  an  ap- 
pendix to  the  minutes  of  the  next  General  Svnod. 
JNO.  SCHUREMAN, 
PETER  H.  WENDOYER, 

ARTICLE  YL 

Sijiiodlcal  Appeals. 
Nothinsc  occurred. 
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ARTICLE  YII. 

Synodical  References, 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

Grievances. 
The  Committee  on  Grievances  made  the  follow- 
incr  Report,  which  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  report  that  they 
find  nothing  on  the  subject  of  their  commission  re- 
quiring the  attention  of  this  Synod. 

JOHN  GOSMAN,  Chairman, 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Church  Government, 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  X. 

Doctrines  and  Morals. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XL 

Customs  and  Usages. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

Schools  and  Christian  Education, 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

Queen's  College. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial from  the  consistory  of  New- York,  having  called 
the  attention  of  Synod  to  only  one  part  of  the  said 
memorial,  viz.  the  appropriation  made  for  the  build- 
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in^- of  the  Theological  Hall,  Resolved,  iherefore,  That 
the  remainder  of  said  memorial  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  Professorate. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

Professorate. 

The  committee  on  the  Professorate  made  the  fol- 
lowin;i>  Report,  which  was  adopted 

The  committee  on  the  Professorate  beg  leave  to 
report : 

That  they  have  cause  of  congratulating  the  Gene- 
ral Synod  on  the  hope  of  beiiolding  our  destitute 
Churches  in  some  measure  supplied  with  a  respecta- 
ble ministry.  Professor  Livingston  had  under  his 
care  in  the  month  of  April  last,  eiglit  students,  two 
of  whom  have  since  been  examine(J,  and  are  licensed 
as  candidates  for  the  ministry,  viz.  Messrs.  Bronk 
and  Wynkoop.  Your  confmittee  have  no  certain 
information  how  many  students  will  be  added  to  the 
remaining  six  ;  but  have  reason  to  believe  the  num- 
ber will  be  considerably  aufi:mented. 

Your  committee  find  on  the  minutes  of  the  Board 
of  Superintendants,  that  that  board  iiave  organized 
in  Septejiiber,  1812  ;  that  they  have  had  several 
meetings,  and  have  faithfully  attended  to  the  duties 
assigned  them. 

With  heartfelt  regret  the  committee  inform  Synod 
of  the  mournful  dispensation  of  Providence  in  re- 
moving by  death,  the  Rev.  John  M.  Van  Harlingen, 
Professor  of  Hebrew  and  Teacher  of  Ecclesiastical 
History.  In  this  event  the  Institution  has  sustained 
a  serious  deprivaiion.  Trusting  in  the  Great  Head 
of  the  Church,  with  whom  is  the  residue  of  the  Spir= 
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it,  that  \vhen  our  Elijahs  are  taken  away,  their  man- 
iles  will  drop,  and  Elishas  will  sijcreed,  the  com- 
mittee confidently  hope  tiie  Church  will  not  be  left 
without  resource. 

Your  committee  further  remark  v;ilh  sorrow,  that 
the  funds  of  the  Theological  Institution  are  still  in- 
adequate to  the  important  ends  contemplated  in  the 
plan  of  General  Synod  ;  the  stale  of  the  funds  having 
been  communicated  already  at  this  session,  it  i,«! 
deemed  superfluous  to  repeat  it :  and  as  the  trustees* 
of  Queen's  College  are  willing  to  employ  agents  to 
collect  monies  in  any  part  of  the  Church,  where 
threre  is  a  prospect  of  success,  it  is  recommended 
that  the  Synod  give  information  to  the  board  on  this 
Buhject. 

Whereas  the  students  according  to  the  plan  agreed 
upon  in  relation  to  the  Theological  Institution,  are 
required  to  submit  to  an  cxa-iiination  before  the 
board  of  superintendants,  previous  to  their  obtaining 
a  professional  certificate  for  examination  and  licen- 
sure, the  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolutions,  viz. 

1.  Resolved,  That  every  student  in  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church,  shall  previous  to  his  comtr.encing  the 
Etudy  of  theology,  make  himself  known  as  such  to 
the  board  of  superintendants,  and  shall  be  consider- 
ed under  the  care  of  said  board. 

2.  Resolved,  That  every  student  of  divinity  under 
whomsoevej'  he  tnay  have  studied,  shall  previous  to 
bis  examination  by  the  Professor,  apply  for  the  said 
purpose  to  the  board  of  superintendants  before  he  is 
examined  ancj  licensed. 


They  also  find  that  a  respectable  library  has  been 
collected  in  Queen's  College ;  and  that  some  provi- 
sion has  been  made  for  indigent  students  of  divmity. 
Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  the  removal  of  the  Theologi- 
cal School  elsewhere  would  be  improper  and  inex- 
pedient. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  V.  C.  HOMEYN,  Chairman, 

ARTICLE  XY. 

Sbidents  in  Theology. 
Whereas  it  has  been  represented,  that  the  act  of 
indulgence  allowing  particular  individuals,  for  spe- 
cial reasons,  the  liberty  of  prosecuting  their  Theolo- 
gical studies  in  seminaries  not  under  the  patronage 
or  care  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  has  been 
construed  into  a  general  license  for  all  :  Therefore, 

llesolvcd,  Tiiat  it  be  hereafter  required  of  all  those 
who  design  to  apply  for  a  license  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  to  prosecute  their 
Kindles  in  the  institution  under  the  care  of  this  Church, 
which  is  now,  as  we  hope,  in  successful  operation, 
unless  a  special  act  of  indulgence  shall  be  obtained 
from  Synod  to  tlie  contrary. 

Adjourned  to  9  o'clock  A.  M.  to-morrow.  Closed 
with  prayer. 

Wednesday,  9  o'clock  A.  M. 
Synod  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Opened 
with  prayer. 
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ARTICLE  XVI. 

Church  Visilaiion, 
Nothing*  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVIL 

Prevailing  Sins. 
pee  report  of  committee  on  the  state  of  religion. 

ARTICLE  XVIII. 

Missions. 
See  report  of  committee  on  Missions. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

See  report  of  committee  on  synodical  minutes. 

ARTICLE  XX. 

Farticidaria. 
Resohed  That  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  College 
be  instructed  to  appoint  agents  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  collections  for  the  Theological  fund  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Classis  of  Ulster  and  such  parts  of  the 
Classis  of  New  York,  Long  Island  and  Poughkeep- 
sie  as  have  not  been  heretofore  applied  to  for  that 
purpose. 

ARTICLE  XXI. 
Questorate. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXII. 

Pastoral  Letter. 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed   to  prer 
pare  a" Pastoral  Letter  to  the  Ministers  and  Churches 
of  the  Classlsof  Ulster,  transmit  a  copy  of  the  LqI- 
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ter  when  prepared  to  the  stated  Clerk,  who  shall  in- 
sert it  in  its  proper  place  in  the  minutes  before  they 
are  recorded  or  printed. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  publish  a  sufficient 
number  of  copies  of  said  Letter  at  the  expence  of 
Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Westbrook  and 
Cuyler  be  a  committee  to  present  the  Letter  to  said 
Ministers  and  Churches. 

THE  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  in  North  America  convened  at  New-York, 
to  the  Ministers  and  Congregations  of  the  Classis  of 
Ulster,  sendeth  greeting : 

"  Grace,  Mercy  and  Peace  he  mulliplied  unto  you.** 
Circuu]stances  well  known  to  you  Brethren,  have 
in  the  judgment  of  General  Synod,  rendered  it  ex- 
pedient to  address  a  Pastoral  Letter  to  you  in  par- 
ticular— The  peace  of  your  societies  is  likely  to  be 
disturbed  and  threats  have  been  made  to  dissolve 
the  connexion  which  has  long  happily  subsisted  be- 
tween you  and  the  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  in 
this  country — Whilst  General  Synod  hope  that  such 
threats,  which  too  frequently  are  the  offspring  of 
inconsideration  and  intemperate  passion,  will  not  be 
carried  into  executicjn  to  your  serious  injury,  they 
feel  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty,  and  by  the  regard 
which  they  have  entertained  for  you,  to  convey  to 
you  some  remarks  which  may  serve  to  exhibit  ttieir 
own  acts  and  jjroceedings  towards  the  Classis  of 
Ulster,  in  a  favourable  light,  and  such  exhortations 
and  advices,  as  in  the  exercise  of  that  power  with 
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which  Ihe  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  invested  them,  they 
are  bound  to  give — Your  Peace  and  Prosperity 
Brethren  are  dear  to  General  Synod — Your  connex- 
ion with  us  we  have  hitherto  considered  to  be  a  bles- 
sing and  an  honor,  and  we  now  fervently  pray,  that 
such  a  spirit  of  moderation  may  be  discovered  both 
by  us  and  you,  as  to  shew,  that  we  are  members  of 
the  same  body  and  that  "  we  prefer  Jerusalem  above 
our  chief  Joy." — 

In  expressing  their  sentiments  to  you,  brethren. 
General  Synod  are  under  the  necessity  of  distin- 
guishing between  the  Reverend  Classis  of  Ulster 
and  the  respectable  Churches  under  the  care  of  that 
Classis — The  Classis  is  the  judicature  on  whose  pro- 
ceedings in  relation  to  a  certain  contract  both  the 
Particular  Synod  of  Albany  and  the  General  Sy- 
nod have  decided — The  Classis  is  the  judicature  by 
whose  order  a  pamphlet  purporting  to  be  a  report 
of  the  Reverend  M.  Freligh,  has  been  printed  and 
circulated  and  by  whom  a  memorial  has  been  laid 
before  this  Synod — Whilst,  tlierefore,  a  difference 
of  opinion  subsists  between  the  General  Synod  nnd 
the  Classis,  the  Synod  think  it  proper  to  declare, 
that  as  far  as  is  known  to  them,  the  Consistories  and 
Congregations  under  the  care  of  that  Classis,  and 
the  Reverend  H.  Polhemus,  who  has  lately  settled 
in  one  of  those  Congregations,  have  in  all  respects 
acted  so  as  to  command  their  approbation  and  to 
merit  their  high  esteem — Keeping  then  ihe  latter  for 
a  moment  out  of  view,  the  General  Synod  would  in 
the  first  place  address  themselves  to  the  former — 
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1.  Reverend  Brethren  of  the  Classis  of  JJlsier. 
Your  memorial  brought  before  this  Synod  and  a 
Pamphlet  published  by  your  order,  have  been  read 
and  considered — The  acts  of  Synod  with  respect  to 
these  two  productions  you  will  find  in  their  printed 
minutes — In  those  acts,  you  will  perceive  that  much 
forbearance  has  been  exercised  by  Synod,  when  you 
reflect  that  the  memorial  presented  by  you,  is  re- 
plete with  observations  calculated  to  insult  the  high- 
est judicature  of  the  Church,  and  to  misrepresent 
their  motives  and  proceedings — Never  before  has  a 
paper  so  unbecoming  in  its  language,  so  uncharita- 
ble in  the  sentiments  it  contained,  and  so  strongly 
marked  with  the  spirit  of  insubordination,  been  laid 
before  the  General  Synod  by  a  Classis — We  hope 
that  this  paper  has  been  drawn  up  and  approved  by 
you  in  haste — We  would  wish  to  believe,  that  it 
does  not  express  the  deliberate  sentiments  of  your 
minds. — As  it  is,  we  owe  to  the  honor  of  religion, 
and  to  ourselves,  to  declare  our  disapprobation  of 
it ! — And  we  were  pleased  to  find  that  your  own 
agent,  the  Rev.  Henry  Ostrander,  did  Dot  hesitate 
to  acknowledge  that  the  language  used  in  certain 
parts  of  your  memorial,  was  such  as  he  could  not 
approve. 

It  also  afforded  us  no  little  satisfaction  to  hear  your 
agent  declare,  that  he  considered  any  decision  of  Gen- 
eral Synod  on  the  validity  orinvalidily  of  the  contract 
entered  into  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gosman  of  the  one 
part  and  the  Dutch  Petitioners  of  the  ot!ier  part,  to 
be  a  matter  of  very  inferior  moment — Now  we  con- 
sider the  decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Alba- 
6 
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Uy  in  relation  to  the  "  conlract,"  to  be  that  from 
ivhich  yoin-  c()mniissif)ners  appealed  to  our  judg- 
ment in  1812,  and  that  which  as  it  formed  the  prin-' 
cipal  subject  of  dispute,  we  were  called  very  par- 
ticularly to  investigate  and  decide  upon — We  ac- 
cording;ly  did  decide  in  favour  of  the  particular  Sy- 
nod, and  have,  after  hearing  the  remarks  of  your 
agent,  and  re-considering  the  matter,  unanimously 
approved  of  what  was  done  in  our  session  at  Albany. 
But  it  appears,  brethren,  that  you  consider  the 
resolutions  of  General  Synod  in  June  1812,  as  go- 
ing to  confirm  all  the  decisions  of  the  Particular  Sy_ 
nod  of  Albany,  which  related  to  the  '*  reasons  of 
the  appeal"  made  to  that  Synod  by  the  Consistory 
of  Kingston.  On  this  subject  there  has  been  some 
misimderstanding  of  the  intentions  and  acts  of  this 
Synod.  Your  agent  has  heard  our  sentiments  fully 
stated — and  we  are  now  prepared  to  say,  that  if 
there  be  a  want  of  precision  in  the  language  in  which 
our  resolutions  of  1812  are  expressed,  we  had  it  not 
in  view  to  declare  by  those  resolutions  that  '*  all  the 
reasons  of  appeal"  were  either  relevant  or  sub:?tan- 
tiated  by  evidence — It  was  far  from  our  intention^  to 
treat  the  Classis  of  Ulster  with  disrespect,  or  to  per- 
mit any  membtT  of  it  to  be  insulted  in  our  presence 
— It  was  not  our  design  to  affirm  that  your  Classis 
were  inferior  in  piety,  prudence  and  faith fVlnesy  to 
the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie,  or  any  other  Classis  in 
our  communion.  But  whilst  we  in  general  ter»ns 
disapproved  of  the  undue  warmth  of  passion  e\  in- 
ced  by  the  parties  concerned  in  the  unhappy  differ- 
ences at  fLingston,  and  judged  that  some  of  the  de- 
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cisions  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  were  not 
suj.porled  by  sufficient  testimony,  we  Resolved  (by 
confirming  the  decision  of  Particular  Synod  on  the 
subject  matter  of  the  appeal  made  to  them)  that 
your  decision  with  reojard  to  the  validity  of  the 
"  contract"  was  not  correct,  and  that  (in  conse^ 
quence  of  all  that  irritation  and  prejudice  which 
existed  at  Kingston)  the  spiritual  interests  of  that 
congregation  rendered  a  separation  from  you  ex- 
pedient. Now,  are  these  resolutions  expressed  in 
language  as  mild  as  the  nature  of  the  subjects  to 
wliich  they  relate  will  admit,  so  strongly  marked 
with  injustice  and  cruelty  towards  tiie  Classis  of  Ul^ 
ster  as  to  justify  them  in  bringing  forward  a  memori- 
al very  disrespectful  in  its  language,  in  arraigning 
the  Synods  before  the  bar  of  the  public,  and  in  man' 
ifesting  a  disposition  remote  from  subordination,  and 
hostile  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  Church  ? — 
If  whenever  General  Synod  shall  reverse  the  judg- 
ment of  a  Classis  or  a  Particular  Svnod,  or  censure 
any  improprieties  which  they  may  discover  in  the 
proceedings  of  inferior  judicatures,  such  strong  and 
violent  measures  as  those  which  you  have  adopted, 
shall  be  pursued,  it  may  be  safely  predicted  that 
our  form  of  Ecclesiastical  Government,  whieh  we 
believe  to  be  "  the  law  of  God's  Plouse,"  will  soon 
be  destroyed.  But  General  Synod  hope  that  upon 
a  more  serious  and  dispassionate  consideration  of 
their  acts  and  of  the  contents  of  your  Memorial, 
you  will  become  sensible  of  your  departure  from 
that  order  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  the  ex- 
istence and  v>'elfarc  of  the  Church  of  Christ — As 
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lYiembeis  of  a  judicature  subordinate  to  us,  and  as 
Ministers  of  the  gospel  of  peace  and  love,  we  ex- 
pect from  you  that  deference  and  obedience  to  which 
we  are  erititled  under  our  excellent  constitution,  and 
with  which  we  cannot  dispense.  Let  this  our  ex-- 
pectalion,  reverend  brethren,  founded  upon  your 
piely,  your  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  the  divine 
Glory,  and  your  known  attachment  to  the  Reform- 
ed Dutch  Church,  not  be  disappointed— Should  you 
he  aggrieved  by  any  of  our  acts,  the  General  Synod, 
composed  as  it  will  hereafter  be  of  other  delegates 
from  the  Particular  Synods,  will,  on  your  respect- 
ful representation  of  facts,  cheerfully  hear  your 
complaints  and  redress  your  grievance?.  Meantime 
let  your  love  of  order  be  displayed  and  your  mod- 
eration be  known  unto  all  men — pray  for  the  pros- 
perity of  Zion,  and  for  your  brethren  and  compan- 
ion's sake,  say  "  peace  be  within  her"^ — may  the 
Great  Head  of  the  Church  endow  you  richly  with 
the  spirit  of  wisdom,  love  and  peace,  and  render  you 
a  blessing  to  the  church  with  which  you  stand  close- 
ly connected^ — Amen. 

^.  The  General  Synod  would  now  address  them- 
selves particularly  to  tlie  Consistories  and  Congre- 
gations under  the  care  of  the  Classis  of  Ulster. 
Brethren, 

An  appeal  taken  from  the  decision  of  the 
Particular  Synod  of  Albany  by  the  Commissioners 
uf  the  Classis  of  Ulster  to  this  Synod,  gave  birth 
to  certain  resolutions,  which  you  will  fmd  in  our 
printed  minutes  of  1812.    These  resolutions,  Synod 
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lament  to  find,  have  induced  the  Classis  of  Ulster 
to  address  them  in  a  memoiial,  conU'inmg-  senti- 
ments and  written  in  language  which  the}  are  con- 
strained by  a  sense  of  duty   to  disapprove.     But 
whilst  a   difference  of  opinion   exists   between  the 
highest  judicature  of  your  church  and  the   Classis 
of  Ulster,  we  are  happy  to   state,  Brethren,  that 
your  conduct  hitherto  has  afforded  us  entire  satis- 
faction— We  rejoice  to  hear  that  you  si'iW  continue 
attached  to   the  doctrines  of  grace,  to  the  public 
ordinances  of  religion,    and  to  that    constitution 
which  your  fathers  loved  and  which   we  trust   will 
always  be  dear  to  you — and  our  joy  will  be  much 
increased,  whenever  it  shall  please    God   to  bless 
you  with  copious  influences  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  to 
revive  his  work  with  power  in  the  midst  of  you,  to 
supply  your  vacant  churches  with   faithful  Pastors 
and  to  add  unto  you  many  "  of  such  as  shall  be  sav- 
ed."    For  the  attainment  of  these   blessings  of  the 
highest  value,  unite  your  prayers  and  exertions- 
let  not  your  silent  sabbaths  reproach  you  with  luke- 
warmness  in  the  cause  of  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord,  and 
with  indifference  to  the  salvation  of  precious  souls. 
Let  not  the  servants  of  Jesus,  who  labour  among 
you,  have  reason  to  exclaim,  "  who  hath  believed 
our  report  and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  re- 
vealed ?"     But  vigorously   endeavour   to   procure 
the  regular  dispensation  of  the  word  and  ordinances, 
in  your  destitute  societies,  and  gladly  receive  the 
grace  of  God — For  he  saith,  "  I  have  heard  thee  in 
a  time  accepted,  and  in  the  day  of  Salvation  have 
I  succoured  thee  ;  Behold  now  is  the  accepted  time ; 
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Behold  now  is  the  day  of  salvation  !" — 1  Cor.  vi. 
1,2. 

It  will  always  afford  the  General  Synod  much 
pleasure,  beloved  brethren,  to  hear  that  you  love 
your  ministers,  and  that  you  obey  them  who  are 
over  you  in  the  Lord — but  let  your  affection  for 
your  pastors  be  so  well  regulated,  as  never  to  lead 
you  to  sin  aj^ainst  God  by  departiniij  from  the  form 
of  sound  words,  and  by  encoui-aginoj  divisions  and 
schisms  in  the  church — Consider  yourselves  as  parts 
of  a  whole,  and  fulfil  the  solemn  obligation  under 
which  you  are  "  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in  the 
bond  of  peace.  Now  we  beseech  you  brethren  by 
the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  tiiat  ye  all  speak 
the  same  thing,  and  that  there  be  no  divisions  among 
you,  but  that  ye  be  perfectly  joined  together  in  the 
same  mind  and  in  the  same  judgment — follow  after 
the  things  which  make  for  peace — but  if  any  man 
seem  to  be  contentious,  we  have  no  such  custom, 
neither  the  cburclies  of  God." 

We  have  thought  proper  to  send  to  you  our  breth- 
ren, the  Reverend  Corneim^  C.  Cuyjer  and  the 
Reverend  Cornelius  D.  West  brook  with  this  letter 
and  the  minutes  of  this  session  They  will  express 
to  you  our  fervent  desires  for  your  prosperity,  and 
inform  you  of  our  proceedings  in  relation  to  the 
iTjemorial  and  pamphlet  of  the  Classis  of  Ulsler. 
AVe  tiusl  you  will  receive  them  with  that  respect 
Avhich  is  due  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  General 
Synod  and  pray  that  they  may  find  you  increasing 
in   the  knowledge  and   grace   of  our  Lord  Jesus 
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Christ,  walking  in  the  fear  of  God  and  approving 
Ihinffs  that  are  excell<^nt. 

[Signed]  By  order  of  Synod, 

JAJMES  S.  CANNON,  Pres't. 

CoRNET.ins  C.  Cltyler,  )  Clerks 
Isaac  L.  Kip.  ) 

Tne  door-keeper  presented  his  accounts  for  attendTd§* 
ance,   exp«^nces  of  express   to  New  Jersey,  &c.  a- 
mounting  to  twenty-five  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents. 
Hesohed, 

That  the  President  give  an  order  for  the  above  ac- 
count on  the  Qiiestor  of  Synod. 

ARTICLE  XXIII. 
Resumption  and  Close. 
The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 
Resolved,  That  the  stated   Clerk  piihiish  and  dps- 
(ribn'e  arnonof  the  Churches,  five  huncired  copies  of 
the  Minutes  of  this  Svnod,  duly  authentic  aied. 
ARTIC!  E  XXIV. 
Adjournment. 
Synod  adjourned  to  neet  in  the  City  of  New  York 
on  the  first  Tutsday  of  .lun-,  A.  D.  18J4. 

.TAS.  S.  CANNON,  President. 
C  jHNS.  I.  CUYLER,  i 
ISAAC  L.  KrP,  \  ^'^^''^-'* 

Official  copy  from  trie  or  spinal  minutes. 
JOHN  M.  BRADFORD,  Stated  Clerk. 
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ACTS  ANB  FROCEEBINGS 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in 
North  America y  convened  in  the  city  of  New-  York,  orf. 
Tuesday  the  seventh  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen.  77ie 
session  continued  from  the  seventh  day  of  June  to  the 
afternoon  of  Wednesday  the  fifteenth  day  of  June, 

FOHMATION  OF  SYNOD. 
ARTICLE  I. 

Opening  of  the  Synod. 
The  president  and  adsessor  of  tlie  last  General  Sy- 
nod bein^  absent,  the  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Basselt,  the  oldest  minister  pre- 
sent. 

ARTICLE  IL 

Members  Present. 

From  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-  York. 

1 .  From  the  Classis  of  New-  York. 

The  Rev.  Selah  S.  Woodhull,  Stephen  N.  Rowan. 
and  Alexander  Gunn. 

Elders,  Messrs.  James  Striker,  Giiysbert  B.  Vroom, 
and  Thomas  Storm. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Long  Island. 

The  Rev.  .Jacob  Schoonmaker,  David  S.  Bogart,  and 
Dr.  John  Bassett."^ 

Elders,  Messrs.  Rem.  Hageman,  Elias  Hubbard,  and 
Peter  Dur)  ea. 

*  The  Rev.  Peter  Lowe,  the  primarius,  appeared  on  the  Sth  day  of 
the  session,  and  took  his  seat ;  Dr.  Bassett.  his  eecBndus,  reraainiug  as 
an  advisory  member. 


3.  From  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 

Rev.  John  Cornelison,  Jacob  T.  Field,  and  Peter 
Striker.f 

Elders,  Messrs.  Thomas  Blauvelt,  Abraham  Speer,t 
and  Garrabrant  Garrabrantz.J 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Paramus. 

Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  Stephen  Goetschius,t  and 
James  Oemarest.^ 

Elders,  Messrs,  James  Brinckerhoff,  and  Abraham 
Ackerman.J 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick. 

Rev.  Jacob  Brodliead,^  John  S.  Vredenburgh,^  and 
Charles  Hardenbergh.J 

Elders,  Messrs.  David  Nevius,^  Garret  Yoorhees,^  and 
Garret  Tunison.J 

From  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. 

Rev.  William  McMurray,  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler,^  and 
Andrew  N.  Kittle. 

Elders,  Messrs.  Henry  Wiltsey,  Aaron  Camp,^  and 
David  Van  Ness. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Albany. 

Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford,  and  Gilbert  R.  Living- 
ston. 

Elders,  Messrs.  Abraham  Hallenbeck,  Abraham  Van 
Vechten,^  and  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer.^ 

.3.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster. 

Rev.  Henry  Ostrander,||  and  Peter  D.  Fraeligh.^ 

t  Appeared  in  the  afternoon  of  the  1st  day  of  the  session,  Rev. 
John  Duryea,  his  secundus,  having,  until  then,  sitten  as  a  member. 

%  Appeared  in  the  afternoon  of  the  1st  day  of  the  session. 

§  Appeared  on  the  second  day  of  the  session  ;  Rev.  James  S.  Can- 
non sat  one  day  as  secundus  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Vredenburgh. 

fl  Took  his  seat  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  session. 


.  4.  From  the  Clas sis  of  Montgomery. 
Rev.  Isaac  Labagh. 
5.  From  the  Classis  of  Eensselaer. 
Rev.  Jesse  Fonda.J 
Elder,  Mr.  Leonard  GansevoorM 

ARTICLE  III. 

Moderators. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford  was  duly  elected 
President. 

The  Rev.  Isaac  Labagh,  Adsessor. 

The  Rev.  Selah  S.  Woodhull,  and  Andrew  N.  Kit- 
tle, Clerks. 

ARTICLE  IV. 
Advisory  Members. 

The  following  persons  appeared  at  different  times, 
during  the  session,  and  were  invited  to  sit  as  advisory 
members  : 

The  Rev.  Drs.  Livingston,  Kuypers,  and  Milledoler, 
and  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Dreyer,  Westbrook,  Mathews, 
C.  Demarest,  Polhemus,  Steddiford,  Cannon,  P.  La- 
bagh. S(  hureman,  Jeremiah  Romeyn,  Van  Bunschoot- 
en,  Kuypers,  and  Westervelt. 

The  Rev.  Drs.  JNeill,  and  Blatchford,  and  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Monteith,  Chester,  Grant,  and  Perine,  of  the 
Presbyterian  church. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Proudfit,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  McLeod, 
of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church. 

ARTICLE  y. 

Reading  of  Minutes. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  ordinary    session    of  the 

I  Appeared  in  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of  the  session. 
§  Appeared  oq  the  2d  day  of  the  session. 


General  Synod,  and  of  the  special  meeting  of  the  Sy- 
nod, in  October,  1813,  were  read. 

ACTS  OF  SYNOD. 
ARTICLE  I. 

Orders  and  Rules, 
These  were  read. 

ARTICLE  IL 

Standing  Committees. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed  : 

Committee  on  the  Professorate,  Rev.  Messrs.  EHin^^, 
Rowan,  Mc Murray,  and  Gunn,  and  the  Elders,  Messrs. 
Hallenbeck  and  Storm. 

Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes,  Rev.  Messrs. 
Schoonmaker  and  Livingston,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Stri- 
ker. 

Committee  on  Correspondence,  Rev.  Messrs.  Labagh 
and  Woodhull,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Van  Ness. 

Committee  on  Missions,  Rev.  Messrs.  Eltinge,  Kittle 
and  Brodhead,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Hubbard. 

Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion,  Rev.  Messrs. 
Cuyler,  Hardenbergh,  and  Field,  and  the  Elder  Mr. 
Vioom. 

Committee  on  Gravamina,  Rev.  Dr.  Bassett  and  Mr. 
Bogart,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Brinckerhoff. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

Communications. 
Communications  from  the  Consistories  of  Albany, 
New-Brunswick  and  New-York,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Professorate,  were  received  and  read.  On  motion. 
Resolved^  That  these  communications  be  referred  to 
the  comuiittee  on  the  Professorate. 


The  Rev.  Henry  Polhemus  presented  a  communica- 
tl  n  from  the  Classis  of  Ulster.  The  committee  appoint- 
ed at  the  last  session  of  the  General  Synod  to  present  a 
pastoral  letter  to  the  ministers  and  churches  of  the 
Classis  of  Ulster,  made  their  report.  This  report,  and 
the  communication  from  the  Classis  of  Ulster,  were  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev. 
JVIessrs.  Brodhead  and  Fonda,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Van 
Vecliten. 

^This  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  re- 
committed to  the  same  committee,  and  the  Rev.  Messis. 
Hardenbergh  and  Rowan  were  added  to  the  committee. 

This  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was 
ADOPTED  by  the  Synod,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  certain  re- 
solutions of  the  Classis  of  Ulster,  in  respect  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  General  Synod  in  the  case  of  said  Classis, 
and  the  Congregation  of  Kingston,  together  with  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  deliver  the  circu- 
lar letter  addressed  by  the  General  Synod  to  the  min- 
isters and  congregations  belonging  to  the  Classis  of 
Ulster,  report  the  following  : 

"  That  they  are  happy  to  find  in  the  resolutions  sub- 
mitted to  this  Synod,  expressive  of  their  wishes,  a  Chris- 
tian spirit,  highly  proper  in  every  profess(3r  of  religion, 
and  especially  in  a  lower  judicatory  addressing  a  high- 
er ;  and  they  hope  that  from  the  respectful  apj-lication 
of  that  classis  to  this  last  court  of  appeal,  and  at  this. 
time,  they  will  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  final  de- 
ci><i'  n  of  this  reverend  body  on  the  subject  submitted  to 
them. 

"  Your  committee  are  pleased  to  find  that  the  busi- 
ness, to  be  determined  by  this  Synod,  is  brouglit  by  the' 


Classis  theniselt^es  to  a  single  point,  upon  which  youi 
coinrriittee  presume  there  will  be  no  difference  of  senti-. 
ment  in  this  body. 

"  1.  They  say  that,  Whereas  the  General  Synod,  at 
their  last  scssiouj  have  decided  that,  by  the  fourth  article 
of  their  resolutions  of  1812,  on  the  case  of  the  Classis,  they 
had  not  intended  any  thing  more  than  to  declare  that  the 
agreement  between  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  and  the  pe- 
titioners for  Dutch  service  in  that  congregation  is  not 
valid  J  and  have  expressly  declared  that  they  intended  not 
to  confirm  the  charges  allcds^ed  by  said  Consistory  against 
this  Classis.  And  though  this  explanation  is  not  found  in 
the  resolutions  of  the  last  Gemral  Synod  on  the  memorial, 
yet  it  being  jound  in  the  circidar,  and  calcidated  to  do 
away  any  impression  that  General  Synod,  in  1812,  consi- 
dered the  Classis  guilty  of  the  charges  :  Therefore,  resolv- 
ed, that  ne  receive  this  partial  redress  with  unfeigned  grat- 
itude to  that  God nho  approved  our  innocence  and  integri- 
ty. 2dly,  Resolved,  that  by  the  explanation  given  in  the 
circidar,  of  the  intention  of  Gctieral  Synod,  of  181 2,  ?7  ap- 
pears that  that  body  have  not  at  all  decided  on  the  particu- 
lar charges  nhich  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  alledged, 
and  which  the  Particular  Synod  substantiated. 

"  From  their  own  statement,  it  is  evident  that  all 
they  wish,  is  to  be  considered  not  guilty  of  the  charges 
alledged  against  them  by  the  consistory  of  Kingston  ; 
and  that,  although  the  explanation  given  in  the  circular  is 
calcidated  to  do  away  any  impression  that  the  General 
Synod,  in  1812,  considered  the  Classis  guilty  of  tfie 
charges,  yet  that  the  General  Synod  did  not  by  any  ex- 
press resolution  declare  what  they  say  the  circular  letter 
contains.    Therefore,  to  bring  the  whole  business  to  a 


conclusion,  according  to  the  wishes  of  the  Classis  of 
Ulster,  your  committee  recommend  to  Synod  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  consider  the  circular 
letter,  addressed  to  the  ministers  and  congregations  of 
the  Classis  of  Ulster,  as  fully  expressive  of  their  views, 
and  their  own  act,  as  entirely  as  if  it  had  been  in  the 
precise  form  of  a  resolution. 

"  2.  Resolvetly  That  General  Synod,  by  its  affirmatory 
sentence  on  the  appeal  from  the  Particular  Synod  of 
Albany,  in  the  case  of  the  Classis  of  Ulster  and  the 
Consistory  of  Kingston,  decided  only  upon  the  single 
point  of  the  invalidity  of  the  contract  set  up  by  the  ap- 
pellants, without  reference  to  the  reasons  assigned  by 
Particular  Synod  to  support  their  decisions,  which  are 
complained  of  by  the  Classis  of  Ulster,  and  which  the 
General  Synod  consider  to  be  irrelevant  to  the  merits 
of  said  appeal. 

"  3.  Resolved  fur Iher,  As  the  sense  of  this  Synod, 
That  inasmuch  as  the  matters  complained  of  by  the 
Classis  of  Ulster,  as  charges  against  them,  emanating 
from  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  are  not  regular- 
ly before  Synod  ;  that  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  thi:? 
Synod,  those  matters  ought  not  to  prejudice  the  char- 
acter of  the  said  Classis,  or  any  of  its  members,  in  the 
estimation  of  any  of  their  Christian  brethren. 

"  Lastly,  Resolved,  That  as  this  Synod,  (as  they  con- 
ceive) have  fully  met  the  wishes  of  the  Classis  of  Ul* 
ster,  they  consider  this  proceeding  final  in  the  case. 
"  All  which  is  humbly  submitted, 

"  JACOB  BRODHEAD,  Chairman^ 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Classis  of 
Ulster  to  rescind  so  much  of  their  acts  in  relation  to 
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the  disputes  of  that  Classis  with  the  Consistory  of  King- 
ston, the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  and  the  General 
Synod,  as  implicates  the  characters  of  the  Synods,  and 
individuals. 

A  communication  from  the  Classis  of  Paramus  was 
received,  and  referred  to  tlie  committee  on  the  Profes- 
sorate, excepting  the  last  article  of  the  said  communi- 
cation, which  article  was  referred  to  a  special  commit- 
tee, consisting  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  V^redenhurgh,  Living- 
ston, Cuyler,  and  Rowan,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Van 
Vechten. 

This  special  committee  reported,  and  their  report 
was  ADOPTED,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  paper  pre- 
sented to  the  General  Synod,  by  one  of  the  delegates 
from  the  Classis  of  Paramus,  purporting  to  be  a 
copy  of  certain  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  that 
Classis,  report  : 

"  That  it  appears,  from  the  copy  of  the  minutes  of 
the  Classis  of  Paramus,  presented  to  the  General  Synod, 
that  a  committee  of  the  Classis,  of  which  the  Rev.  Stn. 
Goetschius  was  chairman,  made  a  report,  in  the  case  of 
the  Classis  of  Ulster  and  the  Consistory  of  Kingston, 
That  the  Classis  q/'  Ulster  had  been  hardli/  and  ungene- 
rously handled  hy  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  ivhick 
treatment  had  been  in  a  measure  sanctioned  by  the  General 
Synod,  in  the  years  1812  arid  1813  ;  and  that  the  said 
committee,  in  their  said  report,  recommended  to  the 
said  Classis  lo  intcrjere  in  order  to  use  their  endeavors  to 
exonerate  the  Classis  oj  Ulster  from  those  afflictijvg 
AND  FAiXFUL  GRIEVANCES,  &c.  Tliat  it  docs  uot  ap- 
pear from  the  said  minutes  that  the  Classis  of  Paramus 
adopted  or  couiitenanced  the  said  report,  any  farther 
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'iiian  allovvini^  it  to  be  entered  on  their  minutes.  But 
inasmuch  as  that  entry  has  placed  on  the  minutes  of  the 
Classis  of  Paramus  an  expression  of  censure,  by  a  com- 
mittee of  an  inferior  judicatory,  on  the  decisions  and 
proceedings  of  liiglier  judicatories,  whose  decisions  and 
proceedings  all  the  inferior  judicatories  are  bound  to 
respect  and  obey,  your  committee  are  constrained  to 
declare,  that  in  their  opinion  the  report  of  tlie  commit- 
tee of  the  Classis  of  Paramus,  and  the  entry  thereof  on 
the  minutes  of  the  said  Classis,  implicating  the  justice 
and  Tectitude  of  the  decisions  and  proceedings  of  the 
Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  and  the  confirmation  there- 
of by  the  General  Synod,  is  a  direct  invasion  of  the  le- 
gitimate privileges  and  authority  of  those  judicatories, 
is  calculated  to  cast  contempt  and  reproach  upon  the 
government  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  and  exhi- 
bits an  examj)le  of  insubordination,  which  demands  the 
pointed  disapprobation  and  ainmadversion  of  the  Gene- 
ral Synod. 

"  The  constitution  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
has  designated  clearly  the  different  ecclesiastical  judi- 
catories by  which  it  is  to  be  governed,  and  has  defined. 
With  considerable  precision,  the  powers  of  each.  By 
the  distribution  of  tiiose  powers,  the  Particular  Synod 
has  authority  to  review  and  supervise  the  proceedings 
of  the  Classes  ;  and  the  General  Synod  possesses  a  su- 
pervising power  over  both.  Pfence  it  necessarily  re- 
sults, that  it  is  not  competent  for  a  Classis  to  question 
either  the  justice  or  validity  of  any  decision  of  the  Par- 
ticular Synod,  otherwise  than  by  an  appeal  to  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  ;  and  that  when  saich  decision  is  confirmed 
on  an  appeal,  all  the  subordinate  judicatories  of  the 
church  are  bound  bv  it.     TJie  correctness  «>f  these  doc 
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triiies  is  so  obvious  and  indisputable,  that  yoiir  coni- 
mittee  flatter  themselves  that  the  Classis  of  Paramus 
will,  without  hesitation,  admit  them  ;  and  willingly  con- 
cede that  the  aforesaid  report  of  their  committee  in  re- 
lation to  a  matter  determined  by  the  Particular  Synod, 
and,  to  use  their  own  language,  in  a  measure  sanctioned 
hy  the  General  Synod,  was  unwarranted,  irregular,  and 
-subversive  of  good  order,  and  the  constitutional  autho- 
rity of  the  higher  judicatories  of  our  church,  and  that 
therefore  the  entry  of  the  said  report  on  the  minutes  of 
the  Classis  was  highly  improper.  Under  this  impres- 
sion, and  believing  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Classis 
-of  Paramus,  to  which  this  report  refers,  were  the  result 
of  inadvertence  rather  than  a  deliberate  intent  to  in- 
fringe the  province  of  the  higher  judicatories,  and  con- 
temn their  authority,  your  committee  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Hesolvedy  That  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
Classis  of  Paramus,  entered  upon  the  minutes  of  the 
gaid  Classis,  implicating  the  justice  and  rectitude  of  the 
decision  and  proceedings  of  the  Particular  Synod  of 
Albany,  reviewed  and  confirmed  to  a  certain  extent  by 
the  General  Synod,  in  the  case  of  the  Classis  of  Ulster 
and  the  Consistory  of  Kingston — is  irregular,  offensive, 
and  subversive  of  the  legular  authority  of  the  higher 
•judicatories  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  and  meets 
the  decided  disapprobation  and  censure  of  the  General 
Synod. 

"  CORNELIUS  C.  CUYLER,  Chairman:^ 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Rev.  Elias 
V^an  Bunschooten,  which  was  read.  The  Synod  resolv- 
ed to  accept  of  the  donation  therein  referred  to,  on 
the  terms  and  recommendations  therein  mentioned,  and 
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referred  the  same  to  a  special  committee  consisting  of 
the  Rev.  Messrs.  Vredenbiirgh  and  Fonda,  and  the  El- 
ders, Messis.  Vroom  and  Van  Vechlen. 

This  special  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was 
ACCEPTED,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Kev. 
Elias  Van  Bunschooten,  and  receive  from  hisn  the  bonds 
and  monies  by  him  given  in  trust  to  the  trustees  of 
Queen's  College  in  New-Jersey  for  certain  purposes 
and  on  certain  conditions  specified  in  a  communication 
made  by  him  to  the  Synod,  respectfully  report  :  That 
they  have  performed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  have 
received  ten  obligations;  one  of  which  will  be  due  on 
the  first  day  of  June  next,  and  one  on  tlie  first  day  of 
June  in  each  year  thereafter  until  the  year  1824,  and 
amountuigin  all  to  $13,840 :  and  also  the  sum  of  gSOO 
in  cash,  all  of  which  they  aie  ready  to  deliver  to  the 
Synod.  The  committee  further  inform  Synod,  that  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Yan  Bunschooten  has  informed  them  that  a 
mortgage  is  preparing  to  secure  the  payment  of  the 
above  mentioned  bonds,  which,  when  executed,  he  will 
also  forward  to  tlie  trustees.  The  committee  suggest 
the  propriety  of  immediately  taking  measures  for 
having  the  communication  made  by  the  Rev.  Elias 
Van  Bunschooten  and  containing  the  conditions  upon 
which  the  above  donation  is  made,  inserted  in  the  mi- 
nutes of  the  Synod,  of  the  Particular  Synods  and  of 
the  several  Classes,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  said  in- 
strument of  writing ;  and  also  of  requesting  the  trus^ 
tees  of  Queen's  College  to  insert  the  same,  at  length,  on 
their  minutes;  and  also  of  proceeding  immediately  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  four,  to  meet  with  a  like  com- 
mittee of  the  board  of  trustees,  for  the  purposes  speci- 
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fied  in  the  said  instrument.  Finally,  the  commiftee 
suggest  the  propriety  of  entering  on  the  minutes,  and 
presenting  to  the  Rev.  Elias  Yan  Bunschooten,  suita:>le 
expressions  of  gratitude  for  his  generous  and  pious  gift, 
and  fervent  desires  that  it  may  be  fruitful  in  benefits  to 
the  church  of  Christ,  and  rewards  of  grace  and  glory  to 
himself,  and  that  tliis  his  laudable  example,  may  be  fol- 
lowed by  many  to  whom  God  has  been  pleased,  in  his 
providence,  to  give  the  means. 

"JOHN  S.  VREDENBURGH,  Chairman:' 

Hesolvedy  That  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Rowan  and  Corne- 
lison,  and  the  Elders,  Messrs.  Yroom  and  Tunison,  be 
the  committee  to  confer  with  a  like  committee  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  July  next, 
in  New-Brunswick. 

JResolvedy  That  the  committee  who  conferred  with 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Yan  Bunschooten,  be  directed  to  deliver 
all  the  bonds  and  money  they  have  received  to  tlie  trea- 
surer of  Q,ueen's  College. 

Resolved,  That  the  communication  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Van  Bunschooten  be  inserted  on  the  minutes  of  this 
Synod,  and  that  each  of  the  Particular  Synods,  and  of 
the  Classes,  belonging  to  this  Synod,  be  instructed  to 
insert  the  «ame  on  their  minutes,  and  to  read  it  at  their 
ordinary  sessions. 

The  following  is  the  communication  of  the  Rev.  Eli- 
as Yan  Bunschooten. 

"  The  donor  has  a  mind  to  bestow  thirteen  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty  dollars  in  obligations,  and  eiglit 
hundred  in  cash,  to  the  trustees  of  Queen's  College,  in 
]Vew-.Tersey,  in  trust,  on  the  following  terms,  viz.  The 
General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  Ame- 
rica, to  appoint  a  committee^  and  said  trustees  to  ap~ 
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point  one  also.  The  two  comiiiittees  jointly  to  devise 
tile  best  play  and  most  solid  foundation  to  put  out  said 
money  to  interest,  which  the  giver  reserves  to  himself 
during  his  life :  but  after  his  decease,  the  trustees  to 
use  and  apply  said  interest  for  the  support  and  educa- 
tion, in  the  classical  and  theological  studies,  of  pious 
youth,  who  hope  they  have  a  call  of  God  to  preach  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  :  no  one  is  to  be  admitted  to 
said  benefit,  but  such  as  are  recommended  by  General 
Synod.  If  the  interest  of  what  is  now  offered,  and  what 
in  future  may  be  added  by  him  and  others,  should  ac- 
cu.uulate  above  the  aforementioned  education,  such 
overplus,  tlie  trustees,  with  tlie  advice  and  consent  of 
(ieneral  Synod,  may  then  use  and  apply  to  such  other 
purposes  as  shall  most  tend  to  the  good  of  the  institu- 
tion and  the  benefit  of  literature  :  who  are  to  render 
an   account  to  General  Synod,  when  they  require  it. 

"The  giver  humbly  desires  that  these  terms  be  record- 
ed in  the  record  of  General  Synod,  and  in  the  record 
of  the  Particular  Synods,  and  registered  in  the  records 
of  all  the  Classes  belonging  to  Genf^ral  Synod  ;  and  to 
be  read  in  the  said  judicatories  at  tlieir  ordinary  meet- 
ings :  not  fr  aggrandizement  or  self  ostentation,  but 
to  be  an  humble  pattern  for  others  to  copy  after  :  if  the 
thing  being  so  kept  alive  and  considered,  who  knows 
whether  God  in  his  good  providence  would  not  move 
some  to  do  the  like. 

"  It  will  also  be  the  pleasure  and  delight  of  him,  the 
bestower  and  others,  that  all  officers  of  the  college  live 
frugal  and  industrious,  and  thus  set  a  good  pattern  to 
their  pupils ;  and  all  ecclesiastical  ofEcers  deport  them- 
selves diligent,  frugal  and  pious,  before  those  over 
wliom  they  are  set  for  euification  :  thus  to  prepare  not 
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only  for  heaven,  but  also  for  the  approaching  miliei!- 
niuiu,  the  commencement  of  which  may  be  at  a  farther 
distance  than  the  present  living.  It  is  also  the  humble 
and  sincere  request  of  the  donor,  that  the  abovesaid  of- 
ficers exhibit  no  special  inclination  for  luxury  and  ac- 
cumulation of  wealth,  which  is  offensive,  and  bars  the 
door  of  donation.  On  the  said  terms  and  recommenda- 
tions, the  giver  is  willing  to  bestow  as  before  mentioned. 
New- York,  June  9th,  1814. 

"  ELIAb  y.  BUNSCHOOTEN." 

"  It  is  my  wish,  and  I  therefore  recommend  it  to  the 
trustees  within  named,  to  require  such  retribution  as 
they  shall  deem  just  and  reasonable  from  any  persoiis 
who  shall  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  within  mentioned 
fund,  and  who  may  become  able  to  make  such  retribu- 
tion.   June  9th,  1814. 

«  ELI  AS  y.  BUNSCHOOTEN." 

Besolvedy  That  the  trustees  of  Q,ueen's  College  be 
requested  to  insert  the  communication  of  the  Rev.  Eli- 
as  yan  Bunschooten  at  length  on  theii-  minutes. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
a  receipt,  and  also  a  letter,  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  yan  Bun- 
schooten, in  which  shall  be  expressed  the  grateful  sen- 
timents of  this  Synod  ;  which  committee  shall  report  to 
this  body,  and  that  the  Rev.  Messrs.  McMurray,  Gunn, 
and  Ostrander  be  such  committee. 

This  committee  reported  as  follows  : 

"  The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  receipt,  and 
a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  Rev.  Elias  Va.n  Bunschooten, 
for  his  liberal  donation  to  General  Synod,  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  • 

"  The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
have  received  from  ttie  Rev.  Elias  Yan  Bunschooten 
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tiiirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  in 
obligations,  and  eight  hundred  dollars  in  money,  as  a 
donation,  the  avails  of  which  are  to  be  devoted  to  the 
education  of  pious  young  men  for  the  ministry,  ac- 
cording to  the  directions  given,  in  a  declaration  of  trust, 
executed  by  the  said  Van  Bunschooten  to  the  trustees  of 
Queen's  College,  in  New-Jersey, 

"  Rev.  Sir, 
"  The  General  Synod,  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the 
important  benefit  you  have  conferred  on  the  church, 
under  their  care,  beg  you  to  accept  their  thanks  and 
blessing.  You  no  doubt  have  the  rev.ard  which  Chris- 
tian benevolence  always  brings  its  possessor,  in  the  con- 
sciousness of  doing  good ;  and  that  Redeemer,  for  the 
promotion  of  whose  kingdom  and  glory,  you  have 
cheerfully  devoted  your  earthly  substance,  will  hereaf- 
ter reward  you  with  imperishable  riches...an  unfading 
inheritance.  Others,  we  trust,  to  whom  God  has  given 
wealth,  will  be  induced  to  follow  your  bright  example. 
We  anticipate  the  happy  result,  that  while  the  church, 
in  succeeding  generations,  shall  reap  the  benefit  of  your 
liberality,  thousands,  who  may  be  ready  to  perish  for 
want  of  spiritual  food,  and  who  may  be  fed  by  the 
means  which  you  have  bestowed,  will  bless  your  me- 
mory. We  thank  you  :  Posterity  will  bless  you  :  God 
will  reward  you  !  And  as  the  Lord  has  enabled  and  in- 
clined you  to  bring  forth  fruit  in  old  age,  which,  we 
trust,  will  redound  to  his  glory,  and  the  prosperity  of 
Sion,  our  prayer  to  him  is,  that  his  covenant  consola- 
tions may  be  the  solace  of  your  declining  years  ;  and 
that,  when  he  shall  see  fit  to  call  you  from  this  world, 
you  may  go  down  to  the  grave,  as  a  shock  qfcornfiUlij 
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Tipe,  and  enter  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord.     You  will  then 
rest  J  rom  your  labors,  and  your  norhs  nill  folloiv  you, 
"  Respectfully  submitted, 

«  Wm.  McMURRAY,  Chairman^ 

JResohed,  That  the  above  report  be  adopted  ;  that 
copies  of  the  letter  and  the  receipt  be  prepared  ;  that 
tliey  be  signed  by  the  officers  of  this  Synod,  and  handed 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Bunschooten. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Livingston  presented  to  the  Synod  a 
copy  of  the  new  edition  of  tlie  Psalms  and  Hymns,  and 
requested  that  the  same  be  deposited  among  the  ar- 
chives <  f  the  Synod. 

Hesolvedy  That  the  same  be  accepted  with  cordial 
gratitude,  and  that  it  be  deposited  accordingly. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Messrs.  Christie 
and  Jones,  students  in  theology  in  the  seminary  of  the 
Associate  Reformed  Church ;  which  communication 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Profes^ 
sorate. 

The  following  communication  from  the  board  of  su- 
perintendants  was  read,  ordered  to  be  inserted  on  the 
minutes,  and  referred  to  the  comn»ittee  on  the  Professo- 
rate. 

"  The  board  of  superintendants  of  the  Theological 
Scho<»l,  in  conformity  with  the  rule  of  Synod,  beg  leave 
to  report : 

"  The  first  meeting  of  the  board  was  held  in  SeptV. 
1812,  when  it  was  organized  by  the  choice  of  officers, 
but  no  business  of  importance  transacted,  except  the 
appointment  of  the  Rev.  John  M.  Van  Harlingen,  as 
temporary  instructor  in  the  Hebrew  language  and  Ec- 
cl.'siastical  history.  In  April,  1813,  the  board  met, 
^nd  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  the  students. 
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These  were  eisjht  in  number,  of  different  standini^s,  from 
one  to  three  years.  Two  of  these  were  furnished  wifh 
certificates  for  licensure ;  the  rest  continued  in  tiie 
school.  At  this  meetin^^,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Harlini^i-n 
announced  his  acceptance  of  the  professorship  of  tne 
Hebrew  language,  and  his  willingness  to  teach  Eccle- 
siastical history.  One  hundred  dollars  were  appropria- 
ted to  the  relief  of  indigent  students,  and  one  hundred 
dollars  to  the  purchase  of  books,  out  of  the  moiety  of 
the  monies  raised  by  collections. 

"  The  board  again  met  in  September,  1813,  and  ap- 
pointed a  librarian,  having  received  a  considerable 
number  of  books  by  donation  and  purchase.  One  and 
twenty  dollars  were  appropriated  for  Hebrew  Bibles, 
&c.  Two  hundred  dollars  more  were  put  at  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  committee  for  the  assistance  of  indigent 
students.  The  professor  of  Hebrew  having  been  re- 
moved by  death,  in  November,  1813,  the  Rev.  Peter 
Steddiford  was  appointed  teacher  of  Hebrew,  until  the 
present  meeting  of  Synod.  On  the  31st  of  May,  the 
board  met  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  the  annual 
examination.  They  found  eleven  students  in  the  school, 
five  of  the  first  year,  three  of  the  second  year,  and  three 
of  three  years  standing.  Mr.  Jacob  Yan  Yechten  also 
presented  himself  as  having  passed  through  the  course 
of  study  in  the  seminary  of  the  Associate  Reformed 
Church,  under  a  dispensation  of  General  Synod,  and 
requested  to  be  examined  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
the  regular  professoral  certificate.  The  school  was 
examined  ;  and  Messrs.  Cornelius  Yermeule,  Staats 
Van  Santford,  James  Murphy,  together  with  Jacob 
Van  Vechten,  were  recommended  to  Professor  Living- 
ston, for  a  certificate  which  might  admit  them  to  licen* 
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sure  before  their  respective  Classes.  A  committee  was 
appointed  at  this  meeting  to  superint<  nd  the  admission 
of  students  into  the  Theological  School.  Many  sub- 
jects of  minor  importance  have  received  the  attention  of 
the  board,  the  details  of  which  may  be  seen  in  the  min- 
utes, but  are  not  worthy  of  repetition  in  this  report 
The  board  can  only  say,  generally,  that  they  have  en- 
deavored faithfully  to  execute  the  duties  assigned  them, 
by  preaching,  examinations,  discipline,  and  appropria- 
tion of  the  funds  committed  to  their  care  for  the  sup- 
port of  indigent  students,  and  the  acquisition  of  a  libra- 
ry. By  donation  and  purchase  of  elementary,  standard 
works,  and  others,  it  is  presumed  tliere  are  upwards  of 
200  volumes  in  the  library. 

"  Since  the  establishment  of  the  school  at  New-Bruns- 
wick, seven  young  gentlemen  have  been  fitted  for  the 
ministry,  (eight  including  Van  Yechten)  and  eight  re- 
main in  the  school,  with  the  prospect  of  some  additions. 
The  board  have  been  highly  gratified  with  the  profes- 
sor's mode  of  instruction,  with  the  several  examinations 
of  the  students,  and  especially  with  the  acquisitions  of 
those  who  have  been  recommended  for  licensure.  Tliey 
promise,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  to  be  highly  re- 
spectable and  useful  in  the  church.  But  they  have  to 
lament  that  some  very  important  branches  of  a  theolo- 
gical education  cannot  be  pursued  with  all  desirable 
advantage,  on  account  of  a  deficiency  in  the  contem- 
plated number  of  professors.  Professor  Livingston,  by 
his  faithfulness  and  diligence,  deserves  the  gratitude  of 
the  Church  and  Synod  ;  but  the  duties  are  too  extensive 
and  various  for  one  person ;  and  even  if  he  were  willing 
to  undertake  them,  the  relief  of  this  aged  and  venera- 
ble teacher — ^the  plan  of  the  school — its  respectability. 
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and  usefulness — ^together  with  the  reputation  and  inter- 
ests of  the  church  at  large,  require  the  establishment  of 
at  least  another  professorship.  Towards  this  object, 
the  board  has  learned,  from  the  trustees  of  Queen's 
College,  the  Consistory  of  the  church  in  Albany  has 
resolved  to  give  $750  a  year  for  six  years,  and  the 
Consistory  of  the  church  in  New-Brunswick  $200  a 
year  for  the  same  time,  upon  condition  that  other 
churciies  will  contribute  proportionably  to  the  same 
object.  Could  some  of  our  endowed  churches  be  induc- 
ed to  aid  with  their  substance  in  this  pious  design,  and 
establish  a  professorship,  which  should  embrace  the  He- 
brew language.  Biblical  criticism,  and  Ecclesiastical 
history,  the  school  would  present  to  the  church  all  rea- 
sonable advantage  for  an  adequate  education  for  the 
gospel  ministry,  and  be  established  on  a  foundation, 
which  would  invite  the  confidence  and  promote  the 
welfare  of  our  Sion.  After  this  statement  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  the  operations,  wants,  and  present  state  of 
the  school,  the  board  conclude,  with  respectfully  urging 
on  the  attention  of  Synod,  the  adoption  of  measures 
for  the  establishment  and  support  of  a  second  profes- 
sorship. W.  ELTfNGE,  P.  T.  Presidentr 

ARTICLE  ly. 

Correspondence. 

The  committee  on  correspondence  reported,  and  the 
report  was  re-committed  to  the  same  committee. 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  Handel  and  Helfenstein  appeared 
on  the  floor  of  Synod  as  corresponding  members  from 
the  German  Reformed  Synod  of  Pennsylvania — were 
cordially  recognized  as  such,  and  invited  to  sit  as  mem- 
bers of  this  Synod.     A  communication  was  received 
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from  the  above  gentlemen,  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  correspondence.  A  copy  of  the  minutee 
of  the  last  session  of  the  German  Synod  was  received 
and  laid  on  the  table :  also  a  copy  of  their  constitution 
in  the  German  language,  which  the  Rev,  Isaac  Labagh 
was  requested  to  translate. 

The  committee  on  correspondence  again  reported, 
which  report  was  amended,  and  afterwards  adopted, 
and  is  as  follows  : 

"  The  committee  on  correspondence  report,  that  the 
delegates  to  the  German  Synod  fulfilled  their  appoiiit- 
ment,  and  were  cordially  received.  Your  committee 
submit  to  the  Synod  the  following  resolutions. 

"  Resolved^  That  this  Synod  receive  with  pleasure 
the  Rev.  Messrs.  Helfenstein  and  Handel,  the  delegates 
from  the  German  Synod,  and  are  grateful  to  that  body 
for  tl^  copies  of  their  last  minutes  and  of  their  consti- 
tution, which  have  been  presented  to  this  Synod. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  stated  clerk  forward  to  the 
German  Synod  a  copy  of  the  acts  and  proceedings  of 
this  Synod  at  their  present  session. 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  cheerfully  agree  to  the 
plan,  proposed  by  the  German  Synod,  on  which  the 
correspondence  between  the  two  churches  shall  hereaf- 
ter be  conducted,  viz. 

"  1.  Each  Synod  shall  receive  the  delegates  from  the 
sister  church  in  a  brotherly  and  affectionate  manner, 
and  provide  them  suitable  accommodations  during  the 
session  of  Synod. 

"  2.  The  delegates  shall  produce  their  credentials  at 
an  early  part  of  the  session,  and  shall  then  be  invited 
to  take  their  seats  as  advisory  members :  that  is,  they 
Sihall  have  the  right  to  express  their  opinions  on  all  sub* 
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jects,  which  relate  to  the  genera]  interest  of  the  church- 
es, or  to  the  promotion  of  religion,  but  shall  not  vote 
on  any  question  before  the  Synod. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submittedj 
"  Isaac  IjABagh,        ) 
"  S.  S.  WooDHULL,   >  Committee'' 
"  David  Van  Ness,  ) 

The  Rev.  John  Schureman  and  Charles  Hardenbergh 
were  appointed  delegates  primarii,  and  the  Rev.  Cor- 
nelius D.  VVestbrook  was  appointed  a  delegate  secun- 
dus,  to  attend  the  next  session  of  the  German  Synod  in 
Easton,  Pennsylvania,  the  fourth  Sunday  after  Easter, 
1815. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Synodicnl  JReports  on  the  State  of  the  Churches. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  religion  reported,  and 
their  report  was  re-committed  to  the  same  committee. 

This  committee  again  reported  ;  and  their  report  was 
amended,  and  afterwards  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  The  committee  on  the  state  of  religion  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report : 

"  That  from  the  report  of  the  different  Classes,  as 
expr<  ssed  on  the  minutes  of  the  Particular  Synods  of 
!New-York  and  Albany,  (the  only  official  source  of  in- 
formation on  the  subject  committed  to  them,)  it  ap- 
pears, that  there  have  been  no  general  or  remarkable 
revivals  in  the  church  ;  and  that  the  state  of  religion  at 
present  is  not  so  flattering  and  encouraging  as  they 
could  wish.  A  considerable  degree  of  langour  and 
coldness,  as  it  respects  the  life  and  power  of  religion, 
evidently  prevails  in  most  of  the  congregations,  not  on- 
ly with  the  men  of  the  world,  but,  in  too  many  instan- 
ces, with  thoi^e  who  profess  to  be  tl>e  followers  of  the 
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be  duly  administered  and  generally  attended  to,  but 
have  not  that  salutary  effect,  nor  are  they  productive  of 
so  great  good  to  the  souls  of  men,  as  could  be  desired. 
The  ministers  of  the  word  evidently  have  great  reason 
to  adopt  the  plaintive  language  of  the  prophet,  ivho 
hath  believed  our  report  1  and  to  nhom  is  the  arm  of  the 
Lord  revealed?  and  Avith  their  lamentations,  to  unite 
their  most  ardent  prayers,  that  the  great  head  of  the 
church  would  in  wrath  remember  mercy,  and  revive  his 
work  in  the  midst  of  the  years. 

"  With  grateful  acknowledgements,  however,  to  the 
author  of  all  good,  your  committee  rejoice  to  have  it 
in  their  power  to  state,  that  as  a  church,  the  Lord 
has  not  quite  forsaken  us — that  he  has  not  wholly  given 
over  his  heritage  to  reproach.  In  several  parts  of  our 
Sion,  we  see  his  effectual  working  on  the  hearts  and 
consciences  of  sinners,  and  witness  the  efficacy  of  his 
unspeakable  grace  in  their  conversion  and  salvation: 
and  while  they  discover  in  the  church  generally,  a  con- 
tinued, and  as  they  are  led  to  believe,  an  increasing  at- 
tention to  the  external  means  of  grace,  they  indulge  a 
hope,  that  God  in  his  great  goodness  will  yet  remem- 
ber mercy,  and  make  our  Sion  a  praise  in  the  earth. 
On  the  subject  of  prevailing  sin,  which  your  committee 
consider  as  also  calling  for  their  attention,  they  remark, 
that  from  the  documents  before  them,  they  do  not  learn 
the  prevalence  of  any  particular  crying  sins.  All  they 
discover  is  a  general  expression  of  regret  on  account 
of  too  great  an  inattention  of  the  greater  part  of  men, 
to  their  eternal  interests,  and  their  immoderate  attach- 
ment to  the  world  and  sin.  From  their  own  observa- 
tion, however,  your  committee   are  persuaded,  that 
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there  are  many  evils  prevailing  in  the  congregations, 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Synod,  which  cry  to  God 
for  vengeance,  and  which,  as  they  make  us  partakers  in 
comtnon  in  the  iniquity  which  prevails  in  the  land, 
charge  us  before  hiiu  with  being  also  instruaiental  in 
bringing  on  our  country  the  awful  calamities  which  at 
present  visit  us.  Your  com  nittee  take  the  liberty  of 
suggesting  to  Synod,  the  propriety  of  recommending 
to  the  different  Classes,  to  be  more  particular,  in  future, 
in  their  reports  to  the  Particular  Synods  on  the  subject 
of  prevailing  sins,  and  also  on  the  state  of  religion 
within  their  bounds.  Your  committee  would  also  re- 
commend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

"  Resolved,  Ttiat  it  be  enjoined  on  tlie  Particular 
Synods,  Classes  and  Consistories  to  be  punctual  and 
sti  ict  in  making  out  their  statistical  reports." 


"  In  addition  to  th^  above  Report  on  tlie  State  of  Religion,  your  cora- 
mittee  submit  the  following  Statistical  View  of  the  Synods,  Classes, 
an  I  congregatioQs  under  your  jurisdiction,  for  the  information  of 
the  churches. 
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S.  S.  Woodhull, 
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Bloomingdale, 

Alexander  Gunn, 
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Haerlem, 

N^o  Pastor. 

Fordhara. 
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Tarry  town, 
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908  104 
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Shannick, 
Harlageu, 
Bedminster, 
North  and 


Bergen,  J.  Cornelison, 

English  neigh-  i  C.  S.  Dema- 

bourhood,     ^      rest, 
Ponds,  J  Demarest, 

Pompton,  Jacob  T.  Field, 

Preakness,         No  Pastor, 
Hackensack,  ^  , 

and  Schraal-  >  J.V.C.Romejn,  , 
enbergh,         ^ 

Bellville,  No  Pastor,  140 

Stone  h.  PIains,No  Pastor,  1 30 

Fairfield,  No  Pastor. 

BoontQWO,         No  Pastor, 

Paramus No  Statistical  Reports. 

New-Brunswick. 

,P,f te^  Jf  ^I'.f '  S      173    955     92     7 
W.  K.  Smith,    ^ 

C.  Hardenbergh,    173  1059  120     7     4 

^  „       ,        ^  J.  Larzalier,  110     660     61   18 

S.  Hampton,  S 

Philadelphia,     Jacob  Brodhead,  215  75 

Six  Mile  Run,  James  S.  Cannon- 
Hillsborough,  Jqo.  L.  Zabriskie, 
Raritan,  J.S.Vredenburgh. 

Readington,      Peter  Steddiford. 
N.  Brunswick,  Jesse  Fonda. 

Rockaway  ^  ^o  Pastor, 
in  JLebanon,  ^ 
Rockaway,  No  Pastor. 
Minibink,  No  Pastor. 
MahackamackNo  Pastor. 
Clove,  No  Pastor. 

Sraithfield,        No  Pastor. 

Long  Islanw, 

J.  Schooomaker, 

Z.  H.  Kuypers. 
New-Utrecht,  John  Beatty. 
Fbtbush,  Peter  Lowe. 

Bushwick  &  > 
Graves,end,    ^ 

Newtown, 
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J.  Schoonmaker, 


5 

3   104 
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3  105 
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3  94 
2  121 
2     77 
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Z.  H.  Kuypers. 
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Churches. 


Pastors. 


i'latlands,         Peter  Lowe, 
Oysterbay,    }  D.  S.  Bogart, 
Success,        ^  Z.  H.  Kuypers* 
IStalen  Island,  P.  I.  Van  Pelt. 

Syinod 
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OF  Albany. 

CLASSES. 
P0UGHE.EEPSIE. 


Pouo;hkeepsie,  C.  C.  Cuyler,  300 

Fishkili,  C.  D.  Westbrook,  120 

RhinebeckFts.W.  McMurray,  128 

Kingston,  John  Gosman,  280 

Red  Hook  «St>  .    t..   „..,,  .._ 

A.  N.  Kittle,  110 


1900 
500 
790 

1750 
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80 

133 
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St.  Johns, 

Greenbush  &:  ) 

Taghanack,    ^ 

H 

New-Hack-   S  Thos.  De  Witt 


[opeweil,  <fe  i 
few-Hack-    \ 
ensack,       S 
Staatsburgh, 
Linlithgow, 


Herman  Vedder,  270  1820 
(     00 


108     680 


No  Pastor, 
No  Pastor. 


U2 
49 

48 
19 


Montgomery 


Caughaawaga, 
Germanflatts 
Herkimer, 
Beaverdam, 
Middleburgh 
Middletown, 
Westerlo, 
Charlestown, 
Florida, 
New-Rhine-  % 
beck, &      i 
Sharon,  * 

Fort  Plain,    } 
Stonearabia,  ) 
Dyse's  Manor, 
Ovid, 
Aurelius, 
Owasco, 
Union, 
Chenango, 
Schoharie- 
Mountains, 


A.  Van  Horn, 
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David  Devoe,    < 

John  C.  Toll,    \ 

P.  V.  Beureu, 
Wioslow  Paige, 
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70 
61 
157 
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Isaac  Labagh 
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No  Pastor. 
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5  130 
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61 

44 
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4  120 

2     90 

2     80 
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"Churches  of  Mayfield,  Fonda's  Bush,  Union  Os- 
quach,  Indian  Castle,  Coenrad's  Town,  2d  Church 
Charlestown,  Blenheim,  and  Schoharie  Kill,  made  no 
reports,  and  have  no  Pastors. 

*•  Classes  of  Albany,  Rensselaer,  and  Ulster,  made, 
no  reports. 

"  In  behalf  of  the  committee, 
COKJNs.  C.  CUYLER,  Chairman:' 


ARTICLE  VI. 

Synodical  Appeals. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Synodical  References. 

The  committee  on  Synodical  miiiutes  reported,  and 
their  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  The  committee  on  Synodical  minutes  report,  tl.at 
from  an  examination  of  the  minutes  of  the  Particular 
S}  nod  of  New-York,  the  following  articles  appear  to 
demand  the  attention  of  General  Synod. 

*'  L  A  reference  from  the  Classis  of  New- York,  re- 
specting the  relation  Professor  Livingston  sustains  to  the 
Classis  and  church  of  New- York. 

"  2.  An  instruction  to  the  delegates  to  General  Synod 
to  enquire  of  that  body,  to  what  particular  objects  the 
enquiries  respecting  usages  and  customs  are  to  be  di- 
rected by  the  different  Classes. 

*'  3.  Also,  to  represent  to  said  Synod  the  propriety 
of  taking  measures  to  establish  a  fund  for  tlie  use  of 
the  churches  in  common,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  de- 
legates to  both  tiie  Particular  and  General  Synods. 
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"  From  an  inspection  of  the  miiiiites  of  the  Particu- 
lar Synod  of  Albany,  your  committee  find, 

"  4  That  General  Synod  be  requested  to  express  an 
opinion  relative  to  the  propriety  of  receiving  licentiatis 
of  the  congregational  church,  as  candidates  in  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Cliurch,  without  a  previous  examination. 

"  5.  That  the  following  questions  be  proposed  to 
General  Synod  for  their  answer,  viz  :  I.  Wliat  is  to  be 
understood  by  the  term.  Infants  of  bcIieierSy  in  the  3Uh 
aj  tide  of  the  confession  of  faith,  and  in  the  title  of  the 
form  for  the  administration  of  baptism  ?  II.  In  what 
sense  is  baptism  a  seal  of  the  righteousness  of  faith  ? 
And  whose  faith  does  it  seal  ?  III.  What  is  the  meaning 
of  the  expression.  Beloved  in  the  Lord  Christ,  in  the  ex- 
hortation to  parents,  and  to  those  who  come  with  them 
to  baptism  ?  Respectfully  submitted, 

"JACOB  SCHOONMAKER,  Chairmanr 

The  first  section  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
Syt]odical  minutes  was  referred  to  a  special  committee, 
consisting  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Labagh  and  Rowan,  and 
the  elder  Mr.  Van  Vechten. 

The  second  section  was  referred  to  a  special  commit- 
tee, consisting  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Striker  and  Goets- 
chius,  and  the  elder  Mr.  Voorhees- 

The  third  section  was  referred  to  a  special  committee, 
consisting  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Gunn  and  M'Murray, 
and  the  elder  Mr,  Gansevoort. 

The  fourth  section  was  referred  to  a  special  commit>- 
tee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Brodhead  and 
Livingston,  and  the  elder  Mr  Yroom. 

The  fifth  section  was  referred  to  a  special  committee, 
consisting  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Vredenburgh  and 
Woodhull,  and  the  elder  Mr.  Sturm. 
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The  cuiiJiiiittee  on  liie  first  socliuii  of  the  report  on  Sy- 
iiodical  minutes,  reported,  and  tiieir  report  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  same  committee,  with  the  addition  of  the 
Rev.  Messrs.  Eltinge  and  Brodhead,  with  directions 
to  arrange  the  same  with  the  amendments  made  by  the 
Synod. 

This  committee  again  reported,  and  their  report  was 
ADOPTED,  and  is  as  follow  s  : 

"  The  committee  to  whom  w  as  referred  the  first  arti- 
cle of  the  report  on  Synodical  minutes,  with  regard  to 
the  relation  of  Dr.  Livingston  to  the  church  and  Class- 
is  of  New-York,  submit  the  following  report : 

"  Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  ecclesiastical  rela- 
tion of  the  professor  of  theology  should  be  clearly  as- 
certained and  settled  by  General  Synod,  as  well  for  the 
information  and  guidance  of  the  professor,  as  of  the 
several  judicatories  of  the  church  :  Therefore,  Resolved, 
That  by  the  constitution  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church,  the  professor  of  theology,  as  such,  has  no  rela-  * 
tion  to,  or  connection  with  any  particular  Classis,  an  i  is 
amenable  only  to  the  General  Synod,  whose  officer  he 
is ;  and  of  course,  must  take  a  regular  dismission  from 
the  church  and  Classis  to  which  he  belonged  :  but, 
whenever  he  shall  sustain,  or  with  the  consent  of  the 
General  Synod,  assume  the  pastoral  charge  of  a  con- 
gregation, he  will,  as  pastor,  stand  on  the  same  footing 
respecting  the  Classis  with  which  such  congregation  is 
connected,  as  any  other  Minister  of  a  congregation. 

"  And  whereas,  by  reason  that  the  ecclesiastical  rela- 
tion of  the  professor  has  hitherto  been  unascertained, 
conflicting  opinions  have  been  entertained  by  hi:n  and 
the  Classis  of  New-York,  relative  to  his  duty  as  a  mem- 
T>er  of  the  Classis  to  preserve  the  regular  mode  of  dis- 
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solving  his  pastoral  connection  >vith  the  congregation 
of  ISew-York,  without  any  intention  on  the  part  of 
either  to  omit  a  strict  conformity  to  the  established 
rules  of  the  church — and  whereas,  from  the  mutual  re- 
spect and  affection,  which  subsist  between  the  Classis  of 
New- York  and  the  professor,  it  is  desirable  that  nothing 
should  appear  upon  the  minutes  of  Synod,  which  may 
be  susceptible  of  an  injurious  construction  against 
either.  Resolved  Jvrther,  That  none  of  the  proceedings, 
relative  to  the  foregoing  subject,  which  have  been  en- 
tered on  the  minutes  of  the  said  Classis,  be  recorded 
upon  the  minutes  of  the  General  Synod. 

«  S.  N.  ROWAN,  Chairman:' 
The  committee  on  the  second  section  of  the  report 
on  Synodical  minutes,  reported,  and  their  report  was 
ADOPTED,  and  is  as  follows  : 

**  Agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Particular 
Synod  of  New- York  in  May  last,  Art.  11th,  under  the 
Lemma,  Customs  and  usages^  and  also  Art.  27th,  under 
the  Lemma,  Instructions  to  delegates :  The  first  resolu- 
tion requiring  that  the  president  enquire  of  the  delegates 
of  the  different  Classes  present  whether  such  customs  and 
usages  as  are  tested  hy  long  experience  to  be  for  edification, 
and  whether  the  injunction  of  watching  against  innovations 
are  attended  to  in  the  respective  churches  under  their  care. 
The  second  resolution  requiring  that  our  delegates  to 
General  Synod  be  directed  to  enquire  of  that  body,  to  what 
particular  objects  the  enquiries  respecting  customs  and 
usages  are  to  be  directed  by  the  different  Classes.  Your 
committee  beg  leave  to  report — That  those  customs 
and  usages,  which  were  deemed  necessary  to  be  con- 
tinued in  the  church,  are  expressed  in  the  explanatory 
articles  of  the  constitution,  such  as  singing  the  PsalmB 


32 

and  Hymns  approved  of  and  recommended  by  General 
Synod,  preaching  from  the  Heidelbergh  Catrchis  ;i, 
observing  the  forms  in  the  administration  of  baptism 
and  the  Lord's  su 'per,  &c.  as  contained  in  our  Liturgy, 
&;c.  That  other  customs  and  usages  prevail  in  the 
church,  which  are  deemed  non-essential,  and  in  many 
instances  are  either  wholly  dispensed  with  or  partially 
retained  in  our  congregations,  according  to  the  taste  or 
circumstances  of  pastors  or  people,  such  as  the  arrange- 
ments observed  in  the  performance  of  public  worship, 
the  number  of  times  singing  Psalius  and  Hymns,  read- 
ing sermons,  and  preaching  them  fiom  memory  or  ex- 
temporaneously, sprinkling  in  baptism  one  or  three 
times,  sitting  or  standing  in  receiving  the  Lord's  supper, 
preaching  on  Ascension  Day,  Good  Friday,  and  other 
days  which  have  long  been  observed  both  in  Holland 
and  America,  &lc.  Your  committee  observe  tliat  those 
customs  and  usages,  which  are  deemed  essential  and 
constitutional,  are  preserved  pure  and  entire  b>  the 
different  Classes :  and  we  observe  likewise,  that  those 
which  are  considered  non-essential,  are  dispensed  with, 
or  retained,  and  altered,  according  to  the  taste  or  cir- 
cumstances of  different  Ministers  of  congregations. 

«P.  STKYKER,  Chairman:' 
A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  re-consider  the 
above  report  respecting  usages  and  customs,  which  mo- 
tion was  negatived.     The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on 
this  motion,  and  were  as  f  )llows:  Yeas  10.  Nays  32. 

YEAS. 
Rev.  Jacob  Schoonmaker,      Henry  Ostrander, 

Dr.  .John  Bassett,  Mr.  Guysbert  B.  Yroom, 

Peter  D.  Frseligli,  Thomas  Storm, 
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Mr.  Elias  Hubbard, 

James  Brinckerhoff,  10* 
NAYS. 
Rev.  Selah  S.  Woodhull,     llev.  James  S.  Cannon. 


Mr.  Rem  Hajreman. 
Peter  Duryea, 


Stephen  N.  Rowan, 
Alexander  Gunn, 
David  S.  Bogart, 
John  Cornelison, 
Jacob  T.  Field, 
Piter  Stryker, 
Wilhelmus  Eltinore, 
Stephen  Goetschins, 
Charles  Harden bergh, 
Jacob  Brodhead, 
William  McMurray, 
Cornelius  C.  Cuyler, 
Gilbert  R.  Livingston, 
Isaac  Labas;h, 
Jesse  Fonda, 


Andrew  N.  Kittle, 
Mr.  James  Striker, 
Thomas  Blauvelt, 
Abraham  Spear, 
Garra  brant  Garrabrantz, 
Garret  Tunison, 
Garret  Voorhees, 
David  Nevius, 
David  Van  iNess, 
Henry  Wiltsey, 
Aaron  Camp, 
Abraham  Hallenbeck, 
Abraham  Van  Vechten, 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer 
Leonard  Gansevoort;  32. 


The  committee  on  the  third  section  of  the  report  on 
Synodical  minutes,  reported,  and  their  report  was 
ADOPTED,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  The  committee,  appointed  to  report  on  the  propri- 
ety of  this  Synod's  taking  measures  to  establish  a  fund 
for  the  use  of  the  churches  in  common,  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  delegates  io  both  the  Particular  and  Gene- 
ral Synods,  beg  leave  to  state,  that  they  are  convinced, 
the  establishment  of  a  fund  for  this  purpose  would  be 
followed  by  the  most  salutary  effects,  inasmuch  as  it 
•would  tend  to  secure,  what  is  very  important  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  church,  a  punctual  and  faithful  attendance 
on  these  judicatories.  As  the  expense  of  travelling, 
for  those  members  especially  who  live  at  suaie  aisiiiuce 
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from  the  places  in  wliich  these  judical  ones  usually 
n^eet,  and  of  boardins;  durin^^  Iheir  session,  must  be  ve- 
ry considerable,  it  no  dcubt  does  operate,  more  or  less, 
to  induce  them  to  render  their  stay  as  short  as  possible, 
and  with  some,  perhaps,  to  prevent  their  attendance  al- 
t  ffether.  The  Synods  have  frequently  been  under  the 
necessity  of  adjourning,  from  time  to  time,  for  want  of 
a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  form  quorums;  or, 
after  they  had  opened,  of  hurrying  through  important 
business,  lest  that  should  be  the  case  :  and  it  is  not  to 
be  expected  it  should  be  otherwise,  as  long  as  the  ex- 
pense of  travelling  and  boarding  devolves  upon  the  de- 
legates. As,  however,  they  come  to  attend,  not  to  their 
in« dividual  concerns,  but  to  act  as  representatives  of 
their  respective  judicatories,  and  to  serve  the  church, 
it  is  no  more  than  right  that  the  church  should  defray 
their  expenses.  This  will  be  generally  admitted ;  but 
there  luay  be  some  difficulty  as  respects  the  precise 
measures  which  should  be  taken  to  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject proposed.  Your  committee  have  thought  of  a  va- 
riety of  plans  ;  but  the  least  exceptionable  one,  in  their 
opinion,  is  the  following,  which  they  recommend  for  the 
adoption  of  Synod,  viz.  That  the  sum  of  two  dollars 
be  annually  paid  by  the  several  Consistories,  and  be 
transmitted,  through  the  Particular  Synods,  to  the 
General  Synod,  for  the  aforesaid  purposes  ;  that  church- 
es, w  hich  can  do  it  with  a  tolerable  prospect  of  success, 
be  requested  to  take  up  collections  to  be  applied  to  the 
same  object ;  and  that  the  Consistories  of  New-York 
and  Albany  be  earnestly  requested  to  provide  for  the 
accommodation  of  both  Ministers  and  Elders,  at  the 
sessions  of  Synod,  in  private  families.  If  this  last 
measure  be  attended  to,  as  is  hoped  it  will  be,  the  fund 
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win  be  drawn  upon  merely  to  meet  the  travelling  ex- 
penses of  delegates,  for  whicii  it  will  be  a^npiy  sii.fi- 
cient. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  sub  nitted, 
"  ALEXANDER  GUNN,  Ciiaimumr 

The  committee  on  the  fourth  section  of  the  report 
on  Synodical  minutes,  reported,  and  their  report  was 
ADOPTED,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  The  committee  appointed  on  the  fourth  article  of 
the  report  of  the  committc-e  on  Synodical  minutes,  in 
respect  to  the  propriety  of  receiving  licentiates  from 
the  Congregational  church,  as  candidates  of  the  Reform- 
ed Dutch  Church,  without  previous  examination,  re- 
port :  That  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  ad- 
mission of  candidates  and  ministers  from  the  Congrega- 
tional churches  into  our  church,  without  previous  ex- 
amination, is  very  improper,  and  highly  censurable,  for 
the  following  reasons.  1st.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
government  of  these  churches  is  very  different  from  that 
which  is  adopted  by  our  church,  which  government  we 
believe  to  be  according  to  the  word  of  God,  and  there- 
fore best  calculated  to  promote  the  prosperity  and 
peace  of  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ.  2d.  Your  commit- 
tee think  such  mode  of  procedure  improper,  and  likely 
to  be  followed  with  most  pernicious  effects,  as  it  re- 
spects the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  church  ;  because 
it  is  believed  that  thai  body  of  professing  Christians 
maintain  doctrines  directly  c<mtrary  to  many  of  those 
which  we  believe  to  be  the  pure  unadulterated  doc- 
trines of  the  Gospel. 

"  Although  your  committee  do  not  wish  to  cherish  a 
spirit  of  bigotry,  and  are  williiig  that  all  religious  sectg 
and  denominations  should  enjoy  their  opinions  in  re- 
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garrf  to  the  dorf  rines  of  the  Gospel,  yet  they  humbly 
conceive  tl  at  we  should  strenuously  niainiahi  that  sys- 
tem of  doctrines  and  discipline,  which  we  conceive  to 
be  most  conformable  to  the  Gospel,  and  m(jst  condu^ 
cive  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  church.  Your 
committee  therefore  recommend  to  your  reverend  bo- 
dy, the  following  resolution  for  adoption  :  That  the 
judicatories  of  the  church  be  and  are  hereby  required 
to  receive  no  licentiates  or  ministers,  under  their  care, 
from  any  body  of  professing  Christians,  who  maintain 
doctrines  different  from  our's,  without  an  open  and  ex-r 
plicit  declaration,  on  their  part,  that  they  have  renounC" 
ed  such  doctrines,  as  contrary  to  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
and  the  standards  of  our  church. 

''  All  wliich  is  respectfully  submitted, 
«  JACOB  BRODHEAD,  Chairman:' 
The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 
Resolved.,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Particular 
Synod  of  Albany,  to  enjoin  it  upon  the  Classis  of  Mont- 
gomery to  enquire  into  the  sentiments  and  views  of  Mr. 
Schermerhorn,  a  licentiate  from  the  Congregational 
church,  as  they  regard  the  particular  doctrines  and  go- 
vernment of  our  church  ;  and  that,  if  he  do  not  expli^ 
citly  renounce  every  doctrine  inconsistent  with  the 
\vord  of  God  and  the  standards  of  the  church,  that  then 
they  deal  with  him  accordingly  :  and  that  it  be  enjoin- 
ed upon  the  different  judicatories  of  this  church,  to  no- 
tice every  deviation  in  any  of  its  ministers  from  the 
doctrines  and  standards  of  the  church,  and  faithfully 
deal  with  all  who  may  espouse  erroneous  sentiments. 

The  co?iimittee  on  the  fifth  section  of  the  report  or 
Sy nodical  uiinutes,  reported  as  follows  : 
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■**  The  rommittee  on  the  last  article  of  the  report  on 
S>  nodical  minutes,  which  relates  to  the  questions  pro- 
posed by  the  Classis  of  Pou<^hkeepsie  and  referred  by 
the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  to  this  General  Synod, 
submit  the  followini^  report  : 

"  Our  good  and  gracious  God  has  appointed  two  sa- 
craments, which  are  holii  visible  signs  and  seals,  by  the. 
use  of  nhich,  he  more  fully  declares  and  seals  to  us  the 
promise  of  the  gospel.  Many  men  make  a  vast  distinc- 
tion between  these  sacraments,  as  to  importance  and 
solemnity ;  but,  whatever  the  inferiority  to  wliich  one 
has  been  sunk,  whatever  the  superiority  to  which  ano- 
ther has  been  raised,  by  erring  m?n,  baptism  and  the 
Lord's  supper  are  of  equal  dignity,  and  to  be  regarded 
with  equal  care.  They  are  appointed  by  the  same 
Lord  :  He,  who  said,  This  do,  in  remembrance  of  me — 
He  also  said,  Go  ye,  teach  all  nations,  baptising  them  in 
the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost. 
These  sacraments  are  seals  of  the  same  covenant,  and 
signs  of  the  sajne  blessings ;  and  so  our  church,  in  her 
catechism,  defines  them  jointly,  to  be  holi/  signs  and  seals 
iustitidcd  by  God,  thereby  to  assure  us  that  he  of  grace 
grants  us  remission  of  sins  and  life  eternal,  for  the  sake  of 
the  sacrifice  of  Christ.  These  sacraments  are  intended 
only  for  such  as  are  really  the  Lord's  people.  For  they 
only  can  remember  him  at  his  table,  with  emotions  of 
faith  and  repentance,  of  love  and  thankfulness,  of  cor- 
dial attachment  and  well  founded  joy.  They,  and  they 
only,  can  be  assured,  by  the  sacrament  of  baptism,  that 
(iod  forgives  and  blesses  them  for  the  sake  of  Jesus 
Christ :  it  is  only  to  such  as  are  the  Lord's  people  in 
tiuth  that  baptism  can  seal  his  promises,  be  a  pledge  of 
kis  good  nill  and  grace,  and  be  a  mean  of  nourishing  and 
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strengthening  faith.  Because  the  promises  are  ma«:1e 
only  to  the  Lord's  people;  they  alone  are  heirs  of 
God's  grace  ;  they  alone  are  possessors  of  faith.  From 
these  truths,  it  is  most  evident,  that  only  such  as  give 
public  evidences  that  they  are  God's  renewed  children 
are  to  be  admitted  to  the  holy  supper  or  to  baptism. 
And  this  is  declared  to  be  the  sentiment  of  our  churcli, 
in  the  answer  to  the  question,  For  whom  is  the  Lord's 
supper  instituted  ?  and  in  the  form  for  the  administration 
of  holy  baptism  to  adult  persons.  Those,  who  give 
such  evidences,  are  to  be  regarded  as  in  or  united  to  the 
Lord  Chrisli  and  beloved  in  him  and  for  his  sake  by 
God,  and  by  the  people  of  God.  Baptism  is  adminis- 
tered to  infants,  as  being  interested  in  God's  promise 
through  the  faith  of  one  or  both  of  their  parents ; 
agreeably  to  the  passage,  the  promise  is  unto  you  and  to 
your  children. 

"Though  these  remarks  are  very  far  from  being  a 
full  statement  of  every  particular  relative  to  baptis  n 
and  the  Lord's  supper  ;  yet  they  all  have  a  manifest 
reference  to  the  questions  which  have  been  proposed, 
and  will  greatly  assist  in  answering  them. 

"  The  1st  question  is,  What  is  to  be  understood  by  the 
term,  Lifants  of  believers^  in  the  34th  article  of  the  Con- 
fession of  faith,  and  in  the  title  of  the  form  for  the 
administration  of  baptism  ^ 

"  The  answer  to  this  question  is  plain.  None  are  to 
be — none  can  be  justly  regarded  as  injants  of ' believer s, 
but  those  infants,  one  or  both  of  whose  parents  give 
probalde  evidences  of  the  possession  of  faith  in  the 
Lord  Christ.  None  are,  God  regards  none  as,  really 
believers  but  such  as  do  possess  saving  faith  ;  all  else 
called  faith  is  but  a  name  :  and  so  the  church  can  con- 
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sifter  none  other  as  believers  than  Ihose  who  o^ixe,  cre- 
dible evidence  of  their  having  this  faith.  Infants  of  b- 
lievers,  in  God'^s  account^  then,  are  the  infants,  in  one  or 
both  of  whose  parents,  God's  Holy  Spirit  has  wrought 
as  the  spirit  of  faith.  Infants  of  believers,  in  the  account 
of  mail  and  of  the  churchy  are  to  be  only  those,  whose 
parents,  one  or  both  of  them,  give  probable  evidences 
that  God's  Spirit  has  thus  wrought  in  them.  This,  by  no 
means,  imports,  however,  that  none  are  to  be  regarded 
as  believers  but  such  as  come  to  the  table  of  the  Lord  ; 
nor  is  the  partaking  of  the  Lord's  Supper  by  one  or  hoih 
of  the  parents  an  indispensable  test  for  admitting  iiifants 
to  be  baptized. 

"  The  2d  question  is.  In  what  sense  is  baptism  a  seal 
of  the  righteousness  of  faith,  and  whose  faith  does  it 
seal  ? 

"  The  answer  is  this.  Baptism  is,  as  circumcision 
was,  a  seal  of  the  righteousness  of  faith,  as  the  recep- 
tion of  baptism  in  faith  assures  the  soul  of  the  faithful- 
ness of  a  covenant  God,  and  as  the  reception  of  bap- 
tism is  a  solemn  pledge  of  devotion  to  God,  and  of  re- 
solution to  walk  in  righteousness.  And  baptism  is  a 
seal  to  confirm  the  faith  of  such  as  receive  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  ordinance  to  themselves  or  to  their  chil- 
dren, and  also  to  confirm  the  faith  of  all  the  people  of 
God,  who  witness  the  administration. 

"  The  3d  question  is.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  ex- 
pression. Beloved  in  the  Lord  Christ,  in  the  exhortation 
to  parents  and  to  those  who  come  with  them  to  bap- 
tism ? 

"  The  answer  is  this.  They  only  are  in  the  Lord 
Christ,  who  are  united  to  him  by  a  living  faith.  As 
the  church  cannot  search  the  heart,  she  is  to  regard  the 
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corfessioTi  of  the  mouth  and  the  Icnor  of  the  life;  and 
less  than  probable  evidences  from  these  sources  ouoht 
not  to  satisfy  her.  But  when  these  probable  evidenceg 
of  the  possession  of  lidnj>;  faith  are  §iven  t.>  the  church 
by  any  persons,  then  she  is  to  look  upon  such  as  united 
to  Christ.  Therefore  the  church  loves  them,  and  ad- 
dresses them  as  her  beloved,  hoping  and  believing  ttiat 
they  are  beloved  of  her  God. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

«  S.  S.  WooDHULL,  )   Committee" 
"  Ihomas  OTORM,     ) 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  for  the  adoption  of 
the  above  report.  After  considering  the  subject,  the 
previous  question  was  moved,  and  the  Synod  decided 
that  the  main  question  should  not  be  now  put,  on  the 
principle,  that  it  is  inexpedient  for  them  to  determine 
que>ti  ns  which  are  abstractly  brought  before  them. 

The  report  of  a  committee  of  General  Synod,  in  1813, 
which  was  referred  to  this  Synod,  respecting  the  arti^ 
cles  of  union,  was  called  up.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Kuyper« 
informed  Synod  that  he  had  not  translated  the  said  af* 
tich  s. 

Resolved,  That  he  be  again  requested  to  translate 
them ;  and  that  the  consideration  of  the  subject  be 
postponed  till  the  next  meeting  of  the  General  Synod, 

ARTICLE  YIIL 

Grievances. 

The  committee  on  Gravamina  reported ;  and  their 
report  was  recommitted  to  the  same  committee. 

The  committee  on  Gravamina  again  reported  "  that 
on  a  reconsideration  of  the  report,  which  was  recom- 
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milted  to  them,  they  have  now  no  communication  to 
make  to  Synod  on  the  subject  referred  to  them. 

"  J.  Bassett,  ) 

"  D.  S.  BoGART,     >  Committee^'- 
"  J.  Brinkerhoff,  ) 
Ordered,  That  this  report  be  accepted. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Church  Government. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  X. 
Doctrines  and  Morah^ 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XL 

Customs  and  Usages. 

See,  under  article  VII.  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  second  section  of  the  report  on  Synodical  mi- 
nutes. 

The  following  resolution  was  proposed  and  adopted, 
viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  last  or- 
dinary session  of  the  General  Synod,  relative  to  the 
manner  of  delivering  sermons,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
repealed. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for,  were  as  follows : 
Yeas  26,  Nays  15. 

YEAS. 
Rev.  Selah  S.  Woodhull,     Mr.  James  Striker, 

Stephen  N.  Rowan,  Thomas  Blauvelt, 

Alexander  Gunn,  Abraham  Spear, 

David  S.  Bogart,  Garrabrant  Garrabrantz, ' 

Jacob  T.  Field,  David  Nevius, 

-6 
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HeV.  Peter  Strvlcer, 

Wilhelmus  Eltinge, 

Jacob  Brodhead, 

Andrew  IN.  Kittle, 

William  Mc Murray, 

Cornelius  C.  Cuyler, 

Gilbert  R.  Livingston, 

Isaac  Laba^h, 

Jesse  Fonda. 

NAYS. 
Rev.  Jacob  Schoonmaker,   Mr.  Guysbert  B.  VrOom^ 


Mr.  David  "Van  Ne?s^ 
Henry  Wilts'ey, 
Aaron  Camp, 
Abraham  Hallenbeck, 
Abraham  Van  Vechten, 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
Leonard  Gansevoort.  26^ 


Peter  Lowe, 
John  Cornelison, 
Charles  Hardenbergh, 
John  S.  Vredenbiirgh, 
PtterD.  Fraeligh, 
Henry  Ostrander. 


Thomas  Storm, 
Rem  HagemaUj 
Elias  Hubbard, 
Peter  Duryea, 
James  Brinkerhoff^ 
Garret  T unison. 
Garret  Voorhees.     15. 


ARTICLE  XTI. 

Schools  and  Christian  Education. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XIIL 

Queen^s  College. 

The  following  resolution  was  received  from  the  trus- 
tees of  Queen's  College  in,  New-Jersey. 

"  New-Brunswick,  April  14th,  1814.  Resolved,  That 
Messrs.  James  Schureman,  J.  R.  Hardenbergh,  and  the 
Rev.  Jesse  Fonda,  be  appointed  a  committee  to  attend 
the  General  Synod  in  New-York  in  June  next,  to  con- 
fer and  communicate  with  them  on  tlie  general  interests 
of  the  Theological  and  Literary  institutions  in  this 
place.  A  true  extract, 

«*  Wm.  p.  DEARE,  Ckrfc  of  the  Board:* 
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llesohedy  That  the  trustees  of  Qmen's  College  be 
and  are  hereby  requested  to  lay  before  General  Synod, 
at  every  stated  annual  meeting,  a  particular  statement 
of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  all  monies  belong- 
ing to  the  professoral  fund,  and  also  a  statement  of  the 
funds  on  hand,  the  manner  of  their  investment,  their  an- 
nual product,  and  the  account  of  debts  due  from  that 
fund  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  trustees  of  Queen's  College 
should  appoint  any  Minister  or  Ministers  to  solicit  do- 
nations to  the  Theological  School,  the  Classis,  out  of 
W'b^>se  bounds  said  Minister  or  Ministers  sh.dl  be  ap- 
pointed, be  instructed  to  make  provision  to  have  his  or 
their  congregations  supplied  with  regular  preaciiing, 

ARTICLE  XIV, 

Professorate. 

The  committee  on  the  Professorate  reported,  and 
their  report  was  recommitted. 

This  committee  again  reported,  and  their  report  was 
amended,  and  afterwards  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  The  committee  on  the  Professorate  bes:  leave  to 
submit  the  following  report :  Your  committee  wish  first 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  three  communications  from 
the  Consistories  of  Albany,  New-Brunswick,  and  i\ew- 
York,  to  your  Rev.  rend  body,  on  the  subject  of  a  pro- 
fessoral fund,  which  were  referred  to  them :  the  two 
former  containing  liberal  proffers  for  aiding  the  profes- 
sorate, the  latter,  an  apology  embracing  several  reasons 
for  not  making  a  similar  proffer.  Your  committee  are 
of  opinion,  that  the  Consistory  of  Albany,  in  offering 
the  sum  of  750  dolls,  annually  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
and  the  Consistory  of  JNew-Biunswick,  in  offering  the 
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sum  of  200  dolls,  annually  for  the  same  term,  in  order 
to  support  an  additional  professor  in  our  Theological 
School  deserve  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of  our  church- 
es. Your  committee  beg  leave  to  recommend  for  the 
adoption  of  Synod,  the  following  resolutions,  viz. 

"  I.  Resolved,  That  the  Consistories  of  Albany  and 
New-Brunswick  deserve  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of 
our  churches,  for  their  generous  proffers  tendered  to- 
wards the  more  perfect  establishment  of  our  Theologi- 
cal seminary  ;  and  that  Synod  do  hereby  express  the 
thanks  of  their  churches,  and  their  acceptance  of  said 
jiroffers,  upon  the  conditions  stipulated  by  said  Consis- 
tories. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  other  incorporated  bodies  in 
our  church,  possessing  adequate  funds,  be  and  are  here- 
by solicited  to  follow  the  generous  example  set  by  the 
Consistories  of  Albany  and  New-Brunswick,  andfurnisfa 
the  additional  requisite  means  for  the  more  perfect  esr 
tablishment  of  said  school. 

"  Resolved,  That  for  the  more  perfect  establishment 
of  said  school,  it  is  necessary  that  it  be  endowed  with 
another  professorship, 

"  4.  Resolved,  That  the  certificate  of  the  board  of 
superintendants  shall  be  sufficient  to  entitle  any  stu- 
dent to  examination  before  any  Classis,  as  far  as  it  re- 
spects his  acquirements  in  the  Hebrew  language,  until 
an  Hebrew  professor  be  appointed  in  the  Theological 
seminary. 

"  On  the  request  from  the  Classis  of  Paramus,  relat- 
ing to  an  explanation  of  Art.  15,  of   the  minutes   of  i 
General  Synod,  in  1813,  your  committee  are  of  opii  ion 
that  the  preamble  of  said  article,  taken  in  connection 
"with  its  resolution,  sufficiently  expresses  that  it  has  no 
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reference  to  the  students  of  Professor  Fraeligh's  theo^ 
logical  school  :  but  to  remove  every  shadow  of  obscu* 
rity  from  the  resolution  of  said  article,  they  recom-* 
mend  the  following  resolution,  viz. 

"  Resolved,  That  Article  15,  of  the  minutes  of  Gen. 
eral  Synod,  in  1813,  on  the  subject  of  dispensation,  has 
no  reference  to  the  students  of  Professor  Frseligh's  theo- 
logical school  ;  but  was  only  intended  to  have  a  bear- 
ing on  the  divinity  schools  of  sister  churches. 

"  On  the  subject  of  the  application  from  James 
Christie  and  INicholas  Jones,  students  in  Dr.  Mason's 
divinity  school,  for  a  dispensation  from  General  Synods 
your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  connections  and 
interests  of  a  personal  nature  claimed,  and  do  claim  the 
residence  of  the  applicants  in  the  city  of  New- York, 
and  rendered,  and  do  render  it  impracticable  for  them  to 
attend  the  Theological  Hall,  at  New-Brunswick  :  they 
therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  re- 
solution, viz. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  request  of  the  above  applicants 
to  General  Synod,  for  dispensations,  to  continue  their 
studies  in  the  Associate  Reformed  School,  and  when 
finished,  to  be  admitted  to  examination  before  our 
board  of  superintendants  and  professor,  be  and  is  here- 
by granted. 

"  Your  committee,  in  the  interview  and  conversation 
they  have  had  with  the  professor,  find  that  his  sole  ob- 
ject in  the  observations  he  made  in  Synod,  respecting 
the  present  state  of  the  funds  for  the  support  of  the 
Theological  Institution,  was,  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Synod  and  the  churches  to  the  real  situation  of  the 
establishment,  and  to  announce,  that,  although  he  had 
thus  far  proceeded  in  their  service  principally  upon  his 
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own  expf  nge,  yet  it  will  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  for  the 
interest  of  the  churches  to  proceed  farther  in  that  un- 
defined manner,  or  suffer  their  institution  to  remain  any 
longer  without  due  suppotl  :  the  salary,  stipulated  by 
the  board  of  trustees,  ought  no  doubt  to  be  realized,  or 
every  expectation  of  the  continuance  of  the  establish- 
ment must  sooner  or  later  be  assuredly  frustrated. 
Ycur  committee  being  of  opinion  that  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  our  Theological  establishment  loudly 
call  for  the  prompt  and  united  exertions  of  your  church- 
es, through  farther  !?ubscriptions  and  annual  collections, 
for  the  realizing  the  present  establishment,  do  there-^ 
fore  recommend  the  following  resolutions,  viz. 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  the  board  of  trustees  of  Queen's 
College  be  directed  ijnmediately  to  pay  the  arrearages 
of  the  professor's  salary  out  of  the  principal  of  the  the- 
ological fund. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  all  our  churches  be  enjoined 
faithfully  to  attend  to  the  annual  collections  for  the 
professorate,  in  order  to  enable  the  trustees  of  Queen's 
College  (from  the  interest  of  the  professoral  fund,  and 
from  the  said  collections)  to  realize  the  professor's 
salary.  All  which  is  humbly  submitted, 

«  W.  ELTliNGE,  Chairmanr 

Hesolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  congre- 
gations to  establish  societies  within  their  bounds,  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  the  Theological  School,  by 
furnishing  means  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  professor  or 
professors. 

ARTICLE  Xy. 

Students  in  ITieolo^i/, 
Nothing  occurred. 
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ARTICLE  XVI. 

Church  Visitalimi. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARI'ICLE  XVII. 

Prevailing  Sins. 
See  under  article  V. 

ARTICLE  XYIIL 

Missions. 

The  committee  on  Missions  reported,  and  their  re- 
port was  ADOPTED,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  The  coinmitttre  on  Missions  respectfully  report, 
that,  for  the  want  of  documents  and  communications, 
their  report  must  necessarily  be  incomplete.  The 
standing  committee  on  Missions  have  made  no  report. 
One  of  the  members  of  that  committee  mentions  that 
no  Missionaries  have  been  employed  since  the  last 
meeting  of  General  Synod.  The  treasurer  has  made 
no  report  of  the  state  of  the  funds.  Your  committee 
would  respectfully  suggest,  that  the  respective  congre- 
gations be  requested  to  continue  their  annual  collec- 
tions, and  forward  them  to  the  treasurer  of  Synod, 
Your  committee  further  report,  that  the  Rev.  John 
Duryea  has  made  application  to  be  employed  by  this 
Synod  as  a  Missionary. 

"  W.  Eltinge,    ^ 

"  .1.  Brodhead,     I     Committee'' 
"  A.  N.  Kittle,  f   ^«"^^««^^- 
"  E.  Hubbard,   J 
Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  John  Duryea  be  referred 
to  tiie  standing  committee  on  Missions. 

Resolvedy  That  the  standing  cominittee  on  Missions 
be  continued ;  exceping  tiiat  the  Rev,  Robert  BronJk: 
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be  one  of  that  committee  in  the  place  of  the  Rev.  Jesse 
Fonda,  who  has  removed  within  the  bounds  of  the  Par- 
ticular Synod  of  New- York. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  enjoined  on  the  standini^  com- 
nnittee  on  Missions  to  make  annual  reports  to  the  Gen- 
eral Synod. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

Widows*  Fund, 

The  committee  appointed  by  General  Synod,  in  1813, 
io  S4i^gest  a  plan  for  a  widows'  fund,  reported  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  The  committee  appointed  by  General  Synod,  at  its 
Jast  meeting,  to  arrange,  mature,  and  propose  a  plan  for 
a  widows'  fund,  for  the  benefit  of  the  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  deceased  clergymen,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report,  with  the  annexed  plan  of  a  conslitu- 
-tio.!. 

"  Your  committee  regret  that  some  plan  has  not 
heretofore  been  adopted,  which  might  before  this  have 
been  the  means  of  raising  a  considerable  fund  for  so 
important  an  object.  Still  the  delay  ought  not  to  dis- 
courage us  from  proceeding,  for  further  delays  will 
give  rise  to  new  regrets.  Your  committee  have  found 
considerable  difficulty  in  forming  and  aiTanging  a  plan 
for  such  a  fund.  The  subject  was  to  us  a  novel  one, 
and  books  furnish  but  few  helps.  We  have  been,  how- 
ever, greatly  assisted  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  a  so= 
ciety  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  established  for  the  same 
purpose.  That  society  is  incorporated,  and  conse- 
quently has  its  funds  secured  by  charter.  If  we  should 
succeed  in  a  sitnilar  plan,  it  would  be  of  great  impor- 
tance to  procure  an  act  of  incorporation  either  in  the 
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i^tate  of  Now- York  or  New-Jersey.  If  this  should  be 
thought  necessary,  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to 
procure  an  act  of  incorporation.  The  plan  and  c«jnsti- 
tution  which  we  report,  contemplate  the  formation  of  a 
society.  It  is  desirable  that  this  should  be  attended  to, 
during  the  present  session  of  Synod,  that  no  unnecessa- 
ry delays  may  take  place.  The  following  is  the  plan^, 
which  we  would  propose." 

Constitution  of 
THE  WIDOWS'  FUND  SOCIETY 

Of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  North  America. 

Art.  I.  This  society  shall  be  known  and  distinguish- 
ed by  the  name  of  "  The  Widows'  Fund  Society  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Cliurch  in  North  America." 

Art.  II.  The  object  of  tljjs  society  shall  be  to  assist 
the  widows  and  cliildren  of  deceased  clerical  members. 

Art.  III.  There  may  be  three  classes  of  yearly  con- 
tributors  to   tlie   fund   liereby  to  be  raised,  viz.  ten, 
twenty,   and   thirty   dollars.      And   no  member   shair 
change  his  class  without  the  conr.ent  of  the  society  at  an 
annual  meeting. 

Art.  ly.  Any  person  who  shall  subscribe  the  con- 
stitution, or  cause  it  to  be  subscribed  fur  liim  by  an 
authorized  agent,  and  shall  pay  into  the  treasury,  ten, 
twenty,  or  thirty  dollars  annually,  shall  be  a  member 
of  the  society. 

Art.  V.  The  officers  of  the  society  shall  be  a  Pre- 
sident, Vice-President,  Treasurer,  Secretary,  and  nine 
other  persons  ;  all  of  whom  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot 
at  the  annual  meeting,  and  shall  form  a  board  of  trus- 
tees to  manage  the  concerns  of  the  society. 

Art.  YI.  The  society  shall  meet  annually,  during 
the  session  of  General  Synod,  at  the  place  of  its  meet^ 
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Jiig  on  the  eveiiitii^  of  the  second  day  after  the  opening 
of  S>  nod.  Ten  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  of 
the  society,  and  five  of  the  board  of  trustees,  for  the 
transaction  of  business. 

Art.  YII.  The  yearly  subscriptions,  togeilier  with 
all  donations  and  legacies,  s4iall  constitute  a  permanent 
fund.  The  interest  of  the  fund  shall  also  be  added  to 
the  fund,  when  not  appropriated  to  the  objects  for 
which  the  society  is  instituted. 

Art.  VIIL  The  annuities  to  be  paid  to  the  widows 
and  children  of  deceased  clerical  members,  shall  be  five 
times  the  sum  of  all  their  annual  contributions,  subject 
to  the  restrictions  in  the  ninth  article  :  Provided  al- 
ways, that  the  interest  of  the  permanent  fund  will  war- 
rant it.  In  case  the  fund  will  not  warrant  it,  the  annu- 
ities shall  be  apportioned  according  to  the  fund,  and 
the  ratios  established  in  the  ninth  article.  But  no  annui- 
ty shall  ever  exceed  750  dolls,  per  ann. 

Art.  IX.  The  following  shall  be  the  ratios  of  annui- 
ties, viz.  If  the  husband  or  father  of  any  person  or 
persons,  entitled  to  an  annuity  on  this  plan,  shall  not 
have  paid  five  annual  contributions  into  the  fund,  then 
the  widow  and  child  or  children  shall  be  entitled  only  to 
ten  per  cent,  per  ann.  for  thirteen  years,  on  the  amount 
of  the  contributions  paid  by  the  deceased.  If  any  con- 
tributor shall  have  paid  for  five  years  or  any  number  of 
years  over  five  and  under  fifteen,  the  annuitants  shall 
receive  only  half  the  annuity  which  belongs  to  the  rate 
or  class  to  which  the  deceased  belonged,  until  such  time 
as  the  yearly  deduction  of  half  the  annuity,  added  to 
the  five  or  more  payments  made  by  the  deceased, 
(without  computing  interest)  shall  together  make  a 
sum  equal  in  the  fund  to  the  sum  of  fifteen  annual  pay- 
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merits  in  the  rate  or  class  to  which  such  deceased  con- 
tributor belonged.  If  iifteen  or  more  annual  payaients 
have  been  made,  then  the  annuity  shall  be  complete  ac- 
cording to  Art.  eighth. 

Art.  X.  Every  subscriber  shall  pay  his  annual  con- 
tribution to  the  treasurer  on  or  before  the  second  day 
after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  under 
Ihe  penalty  of  five  mills  in  the  dollar  for  every  day's 
default :  nor  shall  any  annuity  be  paid  until  all  dues 
are  paid. 

Art.  XI.  Every  yearly  clerical  contributor,  who 
shall  marry  oftenerthan  once,  shall  pay  one  year's  con- 
tribution  extraordinary  on  every  such  marriage. 

Art.  XII.  If  there  be  a  widow  and  no  child  or  chil- 
dren, the  widow  shall  receive  the  whole  annuity,  ac- 
cording to  the  ninth  article,  during  her  widowhood: 
but  should  she  marry  again,  she  shall  receive  only  half 
such  annuity  during  her  natural  life.  If  there  be  a 
child,  and  no  widow,  the  child  shall  receive  the  whole 
annuity  for  thirteen  years.  If  there  be  more  than  one 
child,  and  no  widow,  it  shall  be  equally  divided  between 
them  for  thirteen  years.  If  a  widow  and  one  child,  the 
widow  shall  receive  the  half  of  the  annuity  during  her 
widowhood;  but  if  she  marry  again,  only  the  fourth 
during  her  natural  life :  and  the  other  half  shall  belong 
to  the  child  for  thii'teen  years.  If  a  widow  and  more 
than  one  child,  the  widow  shall  receive  one  third  of  the 
annuity  during  her  widowhood,  and  if  she  marry  again, 
only  one  sixth  during  her  natural  life,  and  two  thirds 
shall  be  equally  divided  among  the  children  for  thirteen 
years. 

Art.  XIIT.  The  annuities  of  children  shall  be  paid 
to  the  executors  or  guardians  appointed  by  the  father ; 
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and  in  case  tlje  father  shall  have  appointed  none,  then 
they  shall  be  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as  the  trus- 
tees of  the  society  shall  direct,  for  the  benefit  of  such 
child  or  children. 

Art.  XIV.  The  society  may,  if  they  think  proper, 
with  the  consent  of  the  annuitants,  or  of  their  guardians, 
if  they  be  minors,  pay  the  child  or  children  of  subscri- 
bers such  a  sum  in  hand  as  shall  be  equal  to  the  annuity 
of  such  child  or  children,  according  to  the  number  of 
years  for  which  such  annuity  should  be  paid,  deducting 
legal  interest,  and  taking  into  the  account  the  chances 
against  the  life  of  such  child  or  children,  for  the  term 
such  annuity  is  to  be  paid. 

Art.  XV.  When  executors  or  guardians  shall  be 
deemed  incompetent  by  the  trustees  of  the  society,  or 
be  removed  by  death,  the  annuity  of  the  child  or  chil- 
dren shall  be  disposed  of  for  its  or  their  benefit  by  the 
trustees. 

Art.  XVI.  Congregations  may  subscribe  for  their 
Minister,  and  the  annuity  shall  be  paid  to  his  widow 
and  child  or  children  as  in  other  cases.  Upon  the  set- 
tlement of  another   Minister,   they   may  subscribe  dt 

TIOIO. 

Art.  XVII.  When  some  of  the  children  are  settled 
in  life,  their  proportion  shall  be  appropriated  for  the 
benefit  of  the  minors.  In  case  of  the  death  of  a  child 
or  children,  if  others  remain,  the  annuity  shall  be  ap- 
propriated for  their  benefit. 

Art.  XVIII.  No  contributor  shall  pay  more  than 
the  amount  of  four  annual  contributions  in  any  year. 
Up  to  that  amount,  his  family  shall  have  the  benefit. 

Art.  XIX.  It  is  understood  that  clergymen  of  other 
denominations  may  become  contributors. 
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Art.  XX.  Any  layman,  who  shall  have  contributed 
fifty  dollars  or  more  to  the  funds  shall  be  an  honorary 
member  of  the  society. 

Art.  XXT.  The  funds  of  the  society  shall  be  invest- 
ed, in  the  name  of  the  treasurer,  either  in  the  funded 
debt  of  the  United  States,  or  in  loans  secured  by  mort- 
gages on  unincumbered  real  estate. 

Art.  XXII.  Two  thirds  of  the  members  present  at 
an  annual  meeting,  shall  be  competent  to  alter  any  ar- 
ticles in  this  constitution,  which  does  not  destroy  any 
essential  principle. 

Art.  XXIII.  The  treasurer  shall  pay  no  annuity 
without  an  order  of  the  board  of  trustees,  signed  by  the 
president :  but  he  may  invest  whatever  money  he  may 
at  any  time  have  in  hand. 

John  M.  Bradford,  ) 

Cornelius  C.  Cuyler,  >  Committee. 

Abraham  Van  Vechten,     ) 

Resohedy  That  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Cuyler,  Eltinge,  and 
Hardenbergh,  and  the  Elders,  Messrs.  Vroom  and  Van 
Ness,  be  a  committee  to  digest  and  report  a  plan  for 
carrying  the  above  report  into  immediate  operation. 

This  committee  reported ;  and  their  report  was  re- 
committed. They  again  reported  :  "  That  from  the  at- 
tention which  they  have  been  able  to  give  to  the  plan, 
it  appears  to  them  to  be  a  good  one,  calculated  in  itt? 
operations  to  be  eventually  of  great  benefit  to  the  wi- 
dows and  children  of  deceased  clergymen.  Your  com- 
mittee would  therefore  recommend  tlie  following  reso- 
lutions : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  reported  plan  be  adopted,  in- 
serted in  the  minutes,  and  recommended  for  subscrip- 
tion. 
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"  Resolved,  That  the  first  thirteen  subscribers  shall  be 
the  first  board  of  trustees  ;  the  officers  to  be  chosen  by 
the  first  board  of  trustees. 

"  CORNELIUS  C.  CUYLER,  Chairman^ 
Resolvedy  That  the  above  report  be  adopted. 
ARTICLE  XX. 
Particularia, 
The  stated  clerk  reported  as  follows  . 
"  The  stated  clerk  who  was  authorized  to  make  a 
selection  of  rules  and  orders,  to  submit  to  General  Sy- 
nod, begs  leave  to  report,  that  he  has  not  been  able  to 
make  any  collection  Avbich  he  deemed  superior  to  the 
'one  heretofore  submitted.  He  would  respectfully  suggest 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  upon  this  subject,  who 
shall  report  to  the  present  Synod ;  and,  their  selection, 
having  obtained  the  approbation  of  Synod,  be  ordered 
to  be  printed  with  the   minutes  of  the  present  session. 
Some  expenses  have  been  incurred  in  the  transcription 
of  rules  and  orders,  the  memorial  of  the  Classis  of  Ul- 
ster, and  in  the  distribution  of  minutes.     The   stated 
clerk  wishes  to  be   informed  if  the  Synod  will  order 
payment.     New- York,  13th  June,  1814. 

"  JOHN  M.  BRADFORD." 
The    Rev.  IMessrs.    Hardenbergh  and  Ijabagh,   and 
the  Elder  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  make  and  report  to  this  Synod,  a  selection  of 
rules  and  orders. 

This  committee  reported  the   following  resolution : 
"  Resolved,  That  the  stated  clerk  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
requested  to  annex,  to  the  printed  minutes  of  this  ses- 
sion of  General  Synod,  those  rules  and  church  orders 
which  he  may  have  transcribed. 

"  C.  HARDENBERGH,  Chairman^ 
Resolved,  That  the  above  be  adopted. 
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An  application  was  made  by  Mr.  John  H.  Carle,  a 
licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Geneva,  who  had  agreed 
to  accept  a  call  from  the  congregations  of  Marbletown 
and  Hurley,  for  a  dispensation  in  his  favor,  with  respect 
to  the  Hebrew  language. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  licentiate  be  and  is  hereby 
referred  to  the  Classis  of  Ulster,  who  are  hereby  invest- 
ed witli  a  discretionary  power  in  regard  to  the  subject 
of  his  request. 

A  trunk,  containing,  as  supposed,  papers  belonging 
to  the  General  Synod,  was  produced.  Ordered  that  the 
stated  clerk  examine  the  same,  and  report  what  are  its 
contents,  to  the  General  Synod  at  their  next  stated 
meeting. 

ARTICLE  XXI. 

Questorate. 

The  special  treasurer  of  General  Synod  made  the 
following  report : 

Dr.  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 

in   account   current  with  Isaac  L.  Kip,  their  Special 

Treasurer,  Cr. 

Cr.  October  27th,  1813,  By  balance  rendered,         .         .         $620  40, 
Dr.  November  17th,        To  cash  paid  Staats  Van  Deusen,  )      „^      ..• 
treasurer  of  Q,ueen's  College,     ^ 

Cr.         1813.  

Nov.  23,    By  Cash  pr.  Rev.  Dr.  Bassett,  collected  at   >      ei  c  ,^^. 

Bushwick,  .  .  .  5      $15  00 

Dec.   20,  Mr.  Cornelison,  Bergen,  11  37 

1814. 

Jan'y.  6,  Mr,  Lovre,  Flatbush  &  Flatlands,      25  50 

April  14,  D.  S.  Bogart,    Success  &  Oysterbay,     13  08 

27,  Mr.  Schoonmaker,  Gravesend,  9  00 

Mr.  Gunn,         Blooraingdale,  22  75. 

May     4,  Mr.  Eltinge,      Tappan,  $4  40  . 

Paramus,  11   00  {    23  51 

Waroick,  8  11^ 

9,         Mr.  J.  Schoonmaker    Jamaica,  22  31  >    „. 

Newtomi,         12  00  5         "^  : 
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June,    7,  Mr.  C.  T,  Demarest,  Englisli  neighborhood,     10  bo 

0,  C.  C.  Cuyler,      Poughkeepsie,  34  00 

H.  Vedder,         Greenbush,  Tagha-      >    ^     .- 

oack  &  Linlithgow,  ^ 
J.  Schureraan,    Questor  N.  Brunswick  ^  icq  qq 
ClaS'Sis,  S 

10  C.  D.  We-tbrook,  collected  at  Fishkill,    '     17  50 

13  Dr.  Bradford,       Albany,  125  00 


Due  General  Synod,  $538  09 

New- York,  14  June,  1814.     Errors  excepted. 

ISAAC  L.  KIP,  Special  Treasurer. 

The  treasurer  of  the  Missionary  Fund  reported  as 
follows  : 

Dr.  The  Rev.  Synod  (Missionary  account)  with 
John  H.  Sickles,  Cr. 

Cr.         1813. 

May     3,     By  balance  of  account  this  date, 
4,     By  cash  from  church  at  Bergen, 

29,  Stonehouse  Plains, 

1 6,  ClarkstowD, 

Sept.  29,  Aquakinack, 

Oct.    15,  Schraalenburgh, 

Nov.  15,  Classis  of  Brunswick,  200  00 

Dec.  21,  Church  at  Tappan, 

1814. 
June  20,  Hackensack, 

April  8,  Totowaugh, 


)20 

58 

17 

50 

4 

28 

4 

00 

7 

37 

12 

!00 

52 
00 

8 

31 

7 

87 

2 

9 

$284  52 

Dr.         1813. 
Oct.  13,     To  cash  paid  Rev.  Mr.  Labagh,  35100  00 

1814. 

Feb.  11.  Dr.  Bradford,  &  postage,  86  44 

Mr  Garret  Conine,  25  56 

Commission  on  $264  52,  5  pr.  ct.  13  20 

Balance  to  new  account,  59  32 

::::::::::::::$284  52 
Errors  excepted.    May  2d,  1814.  JOHN  H.  SICKLES. 

These  accounts  were  referred  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stry- 
ker,  and  the  Elders  Messrs.  Yroom  and  Hubbard,  to 
audit  the  same,  who  reported  "  That  they  have  examined 
the  accounts  laid  before  the  Synod,  and  find  them  cor- 
rect. P.  STRYKEK,  Chairman:' 
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JResolved,  That  the  above  report  be  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Questor  pay  the  expenses  incur- 
red by  the  stated  clerk,  amounting  to  five  dollars,  by 
the  delegates  to  the  German  Synod,  amounting  to  forty 
dollars,  and  by  the  commissioners  of  General  Synod 
to  the  Ulster  Classis,  amounting  to  thirty-one  dollars. 

The  doorkeeper  presented  his  account  amounting  to 
seventeen  dollars  two  and  an  half  cents. 

Resolved,  That  the  Q,uestor  pay  the  same. 

ARTICLE  XXII. 

Pastoral  Letter. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXin. 

Resumption  and  Close. 

Resolved,  That  the  minutes  of  the  present  session  of 
General  Synod  be  entirely  conformed  to  the  list  of 
Lemmata. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Resolved,  That  the  stated  clerk  publish,  and  distribute 
among  the  churches,  one  thousand  copies  of  the  minutes 
of  this  Synod,  duly  authenticated. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 

Adjournment. 
Synod  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Albany,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  .Tune,  A.  D.  1815. 

JOHN  M.  BRADFORD,  President. 
ISAAC  LABAGH,  Adsessor. 

S.  S.  WOODHULL,  )  ^,    , 
A.  N.  KITTLE,        \  ^''^^'^^• 
Official  copy  from  the  original  minutes. 

JOHN  M.  BRADFUHD,  Stated  Clerk. 
8 


Session  of  General  Synod,  1814. 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  Hardenbergh  and  Labagh,  and  the 
Elder,  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  were  appointed  a  coin  nit- 
tee  to  make  and  report  to  this  Synod  a  selection  of 
Rules  and  Orders. 

The  coinmittee  reported  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolvedy  That  the  stated  clerk  be  and  he  is  hereby 
requested  to  annex  to  i\\e  printed  minutes  of  this  ses* 
sion  of  General  Synod,  those  Rules  and  Church  Orderg, 
that  he  may  have  transcribed, 

C.  HARDENBERGH,  Chairman. 

Resolvedy  That  the  above  be  adopted. 

RULES  AND  ORDERS. 


Sessicfn  of  General  Synody  1794^ 

The  General  Synod  resolved,  that  for  the  future 
their  minutes  shall  be  kept  in  the  English  language,  and 
that  such  minutes  be  considered  as  original  and  authen* 
tic. 

Resolvedy  by  the  Synod,  That  Professor  Livingstorj 
is  appointed  to  procure  and  take  into  custody,  all  the 
books  which  have  been  lodged  with  the  R  v.  Dr.  Hw 
Meyer,  for  the  use  of  the  students  in  Divinity,  and  re- 
port at  the  next  General  Synod  a  catalogue  of  said 
books,  together  with  those  which  he  may  have  in  his 
possession  :  That  students  under  the  care  of  the  Rev. 
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Dr.  Romeyn  and  the  Rev.  Solomon  Fiaeligli  Lave  ac- 
cess to  said  books,  and  the  use  of  them,  upon  applica- 
tion to  the  professor,  and  that  the  teachers  of  theology 
be  accountable  for  such  books  as  their  students  respec- 
tively use. 

DEPUTATI  SYNODI. 
It  being  properly  the  business  of  Particular  Synod 
to  appoint  their  Deputati ;  and  some  difficulties  fre~ 
quently  occurring  in  obtaining  one  or  other  Dcputatus 
to  attend  the  examination  of  students  or  candidates, 
which  difficulties  might  be  removed  by  adding  a  Se- 
cvjndus  to  each,  who,  in  case  of  the  inability  of  the  De- 
putatus  shall  be  held  to  perform  his  duty ;  provided, 
however,  that  no  Secundus  be  admitted  unless  the  Pri- 
marius  is  absent,  and  that  this  mode  be  recommended  to 
be  observed  in  future  by  the  Particular  Synod. 

DUTY  OF  CANDIDATES. 

Synod  taking  into  consideration  the  preaching  of  can- 
didates licensed  by  Classis  in  congregations  not  subject 
to  the  licensing  classis,  also  the  necessity  that  some 
limitation  be  made  in  respect  to  the  time  which  ought 
to  be  allowed  a  candidate  for  considering  any  call  pre- 
sented to  him,  did  resolve,  that  every  candidate  licensed 
by  a  Classis  shall  be  subjected  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
last  preceding  Synod  respecting  the  supplies  ordered 
for  the  vacant  congregations,  of  which  resolutions  he 
shall  be  informed  by  the  president,  and  should  he  re- 
main a  candidate  at  the  next  ordinary  meeting  of 
Synod,  shall  appear  before  the  Synod  and  render  an  ac- 
count of  his  obedience  to  the  said  resolutions ;  and  it  is 
ordered  that  such  candidate,  whether  he  be  in  the  actu- 
al fulfilment  of  the  directions  of  Synod  respecting  the 
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vacant  congregations  to  be  supplied,  or  to  be  proceed- 
ing  at  liis  own  direction  to  preach  in  any  otlier  place, 
he  shall,  upon  coining  within  the  bounds  of  another 
Classis  apply  immediately  to  the  president  of  such 
Classis  for  the  time  being,  to  obtain  from  him  proper 
directions  respecting  the  particular  vacancies  within  the 
same,  and  shall  consider  it  his  duty  to  supply  such  va- 
cancies as  speedily  as  possible.  And  further,  for  the 
sake  of  uniformity,  and  to  bring  the  candidates  who 
may  be  licensed  by  the  Synod  upon  the  same  footing 
with  those  who  are  licensed  by  a  Classis,  it  is  ordered, 
that  upon  obtaining  license  from  the  Synod,  the  candi- 
date shall  apply  to  the  next  session  of  the  Classis  under 
whose  district  his  ordinary  place  of  residence  may  then 
be,  and  have  himself  registered,  and  put  himself  under 
the  care  and  superintendence  of  the  same,  in  all  re- 
spects, as  far  as  if  he  had  been  examined  and  licensed 
by  such  Classis.  And  lastly,  that  any  candidate  receiv- 
ing a  call,  shall  be  held  to  declare  his  decision  on  the 
same,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Classis  under  which 
such  congregation  belongs,  or  at  the  next  meeting  of 
Particular  Synod,  or  otherwise  ask  further  time  of  con- 
sideration. 

MONIES  ARISING  FROM  EXAMINATIONS. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  every  Classis  be  ac- 
countable to  the  Quest  or  of  the  General  Synod,  for  all 
such  monies  as  may  from  time  to  time  come  to  his 
hands,  arising  from  the  examinations  of  students  in  the- 
ology, or  candidates  for  the  office  of  the  ministry,  and 
forward  the  same  with  all  convenient  speed  to  said 
Q,uestor. 
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[The  Minuted  of  General  Synod  in  their  session  in  179T, 
are  not  recorded,  and  are  not  to  befound.^ 

Sess^ion  of  General  Sifnody  1 800  and  1 806. 

RULES  FOR   THE   GOVERNMENT  OF  GEN- 
ERAL SYNOD  IN  THEIR  PROCEEDINGS. 

1st.  At  every  stated  meeting  of  the  Synod  a  sermon 
shall  be  preached  by  the  last  president,  either  before  his 
opening  the  session  with  prayer,  or  at  some  time  after- 
wards, which  the  Synod  shall  deem  most  convenient* 
If  the  last  president  and  the  adsessor  be  absent,  the  old- 
est minister  present  shall  take  bis  place  and  perform  the 
above  duties* 

2d.  The  president  and  an  adsessor  shall  be  elected  by 
ballot.  Two  clerks  shall  be  elected  by  the  same  ballot 
and  in  the  same  manner. 

3d.  The  duties  of  the  preside  nt  shall  be  to  take  the 
chair  at  the  hour  to  which  the  Synod  stands  adjourned  ; 
to  open  and  conclude  with  prayer;  to  direct  the  clerk 
immediately  after  a  quorum  has  appeared,  and  prav^r 
been  performed,  to  call  the  roll  ;  to  censure  absentees^ 
when  their  absence  shall  be  judged  not  to  have  been 
necessary  ;  to  propound  the  subjects  for  deliberation  > 
to  confine  speakers  to  the  point,  and  save  them  from 
unnecessary  interruption  ;  to  state  and  put  the  question, 
when  the  members  are  prepared  to  vote ;  to  prevent 
members  from  leaving  the  Synod  without  permission  ; 
to  decide  questions  of  order,  subject,  however,  to  an 
appeal  to  the  house  by  any  two  members  ;  to  give  the 
casting  vote  in  all  equal  divisions  ;  and  in  general  to 
maintain  that  order  and  dignity  becoming  the  jiidicato- 
ry  of  tiie  cliurch  of  Christ. 
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Aih.  After  calling  the  roll,  the  minutes  of  the  last 
sitting  shall  be  read,  and  considered  as  open  to  cor- 
rection. The  business  on  the  minutes  of  the  last  mf  et^ 
ing  or  sitting,  shall,  without  powerful  reasons,  be  takea 
up  and  concluded  first  in  the  order  in  which  it  stands, 
before  any  new  business  be  introduced. 

5th.  A  motion  made  must  be  seconded  and  afterwards 
repeated  or  read  aloud  from  the  chair,  before  it  is  i'e- 
bated,  and  every  motion,  except  a  motion  for  adjourn- 
rneiit,  shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  if  any  member  re^ 
quire  it. 

6th.  An  amendment  may  be  made  on  any  motion,  and 
shall  be  decided  before  the  original  motion ;  but  when 
a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be  received, 
unless  to  amend  it,  to  commit  it  for  the  previous  ques" 
lion,  or  to  adjourn.  If  a  question  contains  several 
parts,  any  member  may  have  it  divided,  and  a  question 
taken  on  each  part.  When  the  previous  question  is 
called  for,  and  which  shall  be  in  this  form,  "  Shall  the 
main  question  be  now  put,"  until  tliis  be  decided,  all 
amendments  and  further  debate  on  the  main  question 
shall  be  inadmissible. 

7th.  A  question  shall  not  be  called  up  or  reconsider- 
ed at  the  same  session  of  the  Synod,  at  which  it  has 
been  decided,  unless  by  consent  of  two  thirds  of  the 
members  present. 

8th.  The  votes  on  any  question  shall  not  be  recorded 
unless  it  be  required  by  one  third  of  the  members  pre- 
sent. 

9ih,  Any  member  who  may  think  himself  aggrieved 
by  a  decision  of  the  Synod,  shall  have  his  dissent  or 
protest,  with  the  reasons,  entered  on  the  records  of  the 
Synod,  or  filed  among  the  papers,  ii  givtu  in  beibie  the 
rising  of  the  Synod. 
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J 0th.  Every  speaker  shall  rise,  and  address  himself 
to  the  president  only,  closely  attending  to  the  subject 
in  debate,  avoiding  all  personal  reflections,  and  no 
member,  without  the  special  permission  of  the  Synod, 
shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  the  same  subject. 
When  two  or  more  members  rise  to  speak  at  the  same 
time,  the  president  shall  determine  who  of  them  shall 
be  heard  first. 

llth.  No  member  shall  leave  the  Synod  to  return 
home,  or  for  other  business,  without  their  consent ;  nor 
shall  members  without  express  permission  engage  in 
private  conversation,  go  from  or  change  their  seats,  dur- 
ing the  transaction  of  business  ;  interrupt  another  when 
he  is  speaking,  except  he  be  out  of  order,  or  to  correct 
mistakes  and  misrepresentations  ;  and  if  any  member 
act  indecently  or  disorderly,  contrary  to  these  rules, 
the  president  shall  reprove  or  otherwise  censure  him,  as 
the  Synod  shall  judge  proper ;  the  member  still  having 
the  privilege,  if  he  think  himself  denied  of  any  right,  or 
unjustly  blamed  by  the  president,  of  respectfully  and 
modestly  requiring  the  decision  of  the  house  in  the 
case. 

Resolvedy  That  these  articles  be  read  at  the  opening 
of  every  General  Synod. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  SYNOD. 

The  committee  appointed  to  form  arrangements  to 
constitute  a  number  of  new  Classes  and  a  new  Particu- 
lar Synod,  reported  : 

That  the  following  new  arrangements  with  respect 
to  the  Classes  of  Albany,  Kingston  and  Hackensack> 
ought  to  take  place,  viz. 
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1st.  That  the  Classis  of  Albany  be  di voided  into  three 
Classes,  to  be  known  and  distinguished  by  the  names  fol- 
lowing, and  each  consisting  of  the  different  congrega- 
tions subjoined  : 

I.  The  Classis  of  Rensselaer  to  consist  of  the  con- 
grecrations  of  Kinderhook,  Greenbush,  Schaghticoke, 
Schodack,  Wynantskill  and  Teashook,  Pittstown,  Lan- 
singburgh,  Middletown,  Sinkhoick,  Stillwater,  Clifton- 
park,  Waterford  and  Saratoga. 

II.  The  Classis  of  Albany  to  consist  of  the  congre- 
gations of  Albany,  Baisic,  Salem,  Bethlehem,  Nestigu- 
ana,  Helleber^^h,  Coeymans,  Schenectady,  Beaverdam, 
Coxsackie,  Jerusalem,  Woestyno  and  Boght.  The 
churches  formed  in  Canada,  until  they  are  sufficiently 
numerous  for  a  separate  Classis,  to  be  annexed  to  the 
Classis  of  Albany, 

III.  The  Classis  of  Montgomery  to  consist  of  the 
congregations  of  Remsensbush,  Sclioharie  Kill,  May- 
field,  Charlestown,  Germanflatts,  Stonearabia,  Sharon, - 
Herkimer,  Canajoharie,  Lower  Schoharie,  Snellsbush, 
Caughnawaga,  Upper  Schoharie,  Andriestown,  Owasco 
Lake,  Duanesburgh,  Coenradstovvn,  Chukonot,  Curries- 
towm,  Chenango,  Amsterdam,  New-Rhinebeck,  Sacon- 
daga,  and  Fonda's  Bush. 

2d.  That  the  Classis  of  Kingston  be  divided  into  two 
Classes,  to  be  known  and  distinguished  by  the  names 
following,  and  each  consisting  of  the  congregations  sub- 
joined : 

I.  The  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie  to  consist  of  the  con- 
gregations of  Claverack,  Stissick,  Fishkill,  East  Ca  np. 
Old  Stissick,  New-Hackensack,  Linlithgow,  Redh<!ok, 
Hopewell,  Taghanack,  Rhinebeck,  Dover,  Poughkeep- 
sie, and  Rhinebeckflatts. 
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TI.  The  Classis  of  Ulster  to  consist  of  the  consjre^a- 
tions  of  Montofomery,  Bloomingclale,  Rochester,  8tia- 
wangunk,  Kleyn  Esopus,  Saugerties,  Oakhill,  JNew- 
Paltz,  Warwaising,  Woodstock,  Kingston,  Catskill, 
J\ew-Huiley,  Marbletown,  Shohan,  and  Paghhatghkan. 

3d.  The  Chassis  of  Hackensack  to  be  divided  into  two 
ClasseSj  to  be  known  and  distinguished  by  the  naines 
f:  llowing,  and  to  consist  of  the  congregations  subjoined, 
to   wit : 

h  The  Classis  of  Parainus  to  consist  of  the  congrega- 
ti>ns  of  Tappan,  Schraalenburgh,  Rainepaugh,  New- 
Hempsted,  Hackensack,  Parainus,  Clarkstown,  Kakijat, 
Uquackenunck,  and  Totawa. 

II.  The  Classis  of  Bergen  to  consist  of  the  congrega- 
ti<»ns  of  Schraalenburgh,  Bergen,  English  INeighborhood, 
Hackensack,  Horseneck,  Ponds,  Second-River,  Pomp- 
ton,  and  Boontown. 

The  Classes  of  New-York  and  New-Brunswick  to 
remain  as  before. 

Your  committee  farther  report,  that  these  Classes 
ought. to  be  divided  into  two  Particular  Synods,  whose 
names  and  Classes  shall  be  as  follows  : 

I.  The  Particular  Synod  of  New- York  to  include 
the  Classes  of  New- York,  New-Brunswick,  Paramus, 
Beigen  and  Poughkeepsie. 

II.  The  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  to  comprehend 
the  Classes  of  Ulster,  Albany,  Rensselaer,  and  Mont- 
gomery. 

In  the  last  place,  your  committee  report  that  a  dele- 
gation of  eight  Ministers  and  eight  Elders  from  each 
Particular  Synod  shall,  ur.til  sucii  time  as  the  state  of 
tlie  church  will  admit  of  the  arrangemeiit  specified  in 
the  constitution,  constitute  the  General  Synod  of  this 
church  i  provided,  that  in  such  delegations  no  more  than 
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two  ^'^inisters  and  two  Elders,  shall  be  taken  from  the 
■sa  'H^  (  lassis. 

This  report  was  read  and  approved  of  by  Synod. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  ten  Ministers  and  t^n  El- 
ders, deh';2;ated  as  aforesaid  to  constitute  a  General 
Synod,  shall,  when  met,  be  considered  as  forming,  ac- 
cording to  the  constitution,  a  quorum  for  business. 

On  motion,  Resolvedy  That  the  Particular  Synods  in 
tlie  choice  of  the  delegates  to  the  General  Synod  shall 
not  be  permitted  to  appoint  from  their  own  body  more 
than  one  fourth  of  the  members  which  they  are  author- 
ised to  send. 

MISSIONARY  COLLECTIONS. 

Ordered,  That  collections  be  continued  to  be  annnalr 
ly  made  in  all  tlie  congregations  under  the  care  of  this 
General  Synod,  and  transmitted  to  the  treasurer  of 
Synod  for  the  support  of  Missionaries. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Minister  of  that  congregation  in 
which  General  Synod  hold  their  ordinary  or  extraordi- 
nary meeting,  have  the  Lord's  Supper  administered  on 
the  Lord's  day  immediately  following  the  day  of  said 
meeting,  that  so  the  members  of  SynocJ  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  joining  in  the  celebration  of  that  holy 
ordinance. 

DISMISSION  OF  MINISTERS. 

For  the  regular  obtaining  of  dismissions  when  a  Minis- 
ister  has  received  and  accepted  a  call  from  another 
place,  it  is  required  that  a  neighboring  Minister  of  tiie 
same  Classis  to  which  the  congregation  belongs,  be  in- 
vited to  be  present,  and  superintend  the  dismission  of 
the  Minister  from  his  congregation,  countersign  the  in- 
strument of  dismission,  and  consider  it  as  his  duty  to 
deliver  the  same,  witli  a  report  upon  the  subject,  to  the 
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basis  upon  which  the  final  dismission  and  certificate  of 
the  Classis  shall  be  founded. 

THE  RIGHT  OF  PROTESTING. 

AVith  respect  to  cases  in  which  the  members  of  any 
inferior  judicatory  may  judge  a  defect  of  such  a  na- 
ture to  exist,  as  to  render  the  judicatory  unconstitiaion- 
al,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  members  to  enter  tijeir 
protest,  expressing  the  reasons  of  their  dissent ;  but 
they  may  not  oppose  the  decision  of  the  majority,  by 
withdrawing  from  the  judicatory  ;  their  protest,  however, 
shall  shield  them  from  any  consequences  that  may  arise 
from  the  procedure  of  such  judicatory.  Should  protest- 
ing members  take  upon  themselves  to  withdraw,  the  ju- 
dicatory, from  the  principle  of  self  preservation,  which 
every  society  enjoys,  possesses  a  power  of  inflicting  due 
punishment;  and  in  order  to  ascertain  the  degree  of  such 
punishment,  it  is  recommended  that  every  inferior  judi- 
catory shall  form  rules  for  that  purpose,  to  which  all 
the  members  shall  be  subjected  :  if,  however,  in  the  pro- 
secution of  such  case,  any  protesting  and  absenting 
member  considers  him  or  themselves  aggrieved,  a  right 
of  appeal  is  possessed  to  the  next  higher  judicatory, 
where  the  dispute  shall  be  decided. 

COMBINED  CALLS. 

When  a  call  is  presented  to  Classis  for  approbation, 
from  congregations,  who  are  combined,  and  such  com- 
bination in  the  judgment  of  Classis,  be  improper,  the 
approbation  must  be  withdrawn. 
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MODE  OF  CALLING  EXTRA  MEETINGS  OF 
GENERAL  SYNOD. 

Resolved,  That  if  circumstances  should  require  a 
meeting-  of  the  General  Synod,  previous  to  the  next 
ordinary  meeting,  the  president  be  and  he  is  hereby 
autliorised,  on  a  joint  application  of  six  or  more  Minis- 
ters, requesting  the  same,  to  call  an  extraordinary 
meeting  at  the  place  where  the  next  ordinary  meeting 
appointed  is  to  be  held. 

Session  of  General  Synod,  1803. 
ADVISORY  MEMBERS. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Ministers  of  the  Low 
Dutch  Reformed  Church,  attending  this  Synod,  shall  be 
permitted  to  sit  as  advisory  members. 

Session  of  General  Synod,  1 804. 
THE  SUBJECTS  OF  BAPTISM. 

A  committee  reported,  which  report  was  adopted  : 
1st.  That  the  right  or  privilege  of  infant  baptis  a  doth 
not  rest  upon  what  is  called  full  communion,  nor  is  the 
partaking  of  the  Lord's  Supper  by  one  or  both  of  the 
parents,  an  indispensable  test  for  admitting  infants  to 
be  baptised  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 

2d.  That  in  avoiding  one  extreme,  which  straitens 
admission  into  the  church  of  Christ  by  making  a  test 
not  commanded  in  the  word  of  God,  it  is  necessary  to 
watch  against  the  opposite  evil,  which  makes  no  distinc- 
tion between  the  pure  and  vile,  and  which  by  an  indis- 
criminate administration  to  all  who  apply,  relaxes 
Christian  discipline,  and  prostitutes  the  sacred  ordinance 
of  baptism  :  The  General  Synod,  therefore,  recommend 
and  enjoin,  that  when  both  the  parents  openly  prufesg 
such  errors  or  heresies,  or  are  chargeable  with  such  im- 
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moralities  and  improper  conduct  as  ou^^bt,  if  they  were 
in  full  communion,  to  exclude  them  from  the  table  of 
the  Lord,  they  shall  not  during;  such  apostacy,  in  doc' 
tiines  or  manners,  be  permitted  to  present  their  infantsl 
to  baptism  ;  but  shall  be  denied  that  privilege  until 
they  profess  repentance,  and  shew  amendment.  When 
one  of  the  parents  shall  be  thus  guilty,  and  the  other  is 
a  decent  and  peaceable  professor  of  the  religion  of  Je- 
sus Christ,  the  infant  shall  be  baptised  at  the  request 
and  upon  the  right  of  the  professing  parent,  who  alone 
shall  stand  and  present  the  child.  And,  lastly,  where 
the  minister,  and  one  or  more  of  the  elders,  find  gre  .t 
ignorance  in  the  parents,  and  such  a  want  of  knowledge 
in  the  first  principles  of  our  holy  religion,  as  to  render 
them  unfit  to  make  a  public  profession  of  their  faitli,  it 
shall  be  their  duty  to  withhold  themf  »r  a  time,  notwith- 
standing their  decent  moral  conduct  and  profession, 
and  frequently  and  affectionately  instinct  them  pre- 
vious to  their  admission  to  the  ordinance,  that  thus,  if 
possible,  the  confession  and  vows  at  the  baptism  of  their 
infants  may  be  made  with  knowledge,  sincerity  and 
truth. 

MODE  OF  BRINGING  UP  APPEALS,  &c. 

Protests  being  the  acknowledged  privilege  of  the 
minority  in  any  judicature,  whereby  they  exonerate 
themselvesfrom  what  they  conceive  to  be  an  unjustifiable 
decision  of  the  majority,  cannot  be  taken  up  by  that  or 
any  higher  judicature,  as  the  ground  of  judicial  inquiry, 
consistently  with  the  established  discipline,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  unifortn  practice  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church.  Any  individual  conceiving  himself  to  be  per- 
sonally aggrieved  or  injured  by  the  decision  of  a  lower 
judicature,  mav  appeal  therefrom  to  the  judgment  of  an 
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hiriier  judirature,  and  any  lower  judicature,  as  a  Coi>- 
sistory  or  Classis  esteeming  itself  aggrieved  by  the 
judgment  or  censure  of  an  higher,  enjoys  the  vsame  pri- 
vilege ;  but  in  such  case  the  appeal  must  be  made  by 
the  judicature,  as  such,  when  regularly  convened,  and 
not  by  any  individuals  belonging  to  it.  The  appeal  of 
individuals  must  be  made  during  the  session  of  the  ju- 
dicature, at  wliich  the  decision  appealed  from  is  made, 
but  they  have  the  privilege  of  a  reasonable  time  for 
drawing  up  their  reasons  of  appeal,  to  be  delivered  to 
tiie  president,  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  judicature, 
to  v^hich  the  appeal  is  to  be  referred. 

The  appeal  of  a  Consistory  or  Classis  may  be  made 
aOer  the  decision  of  the  judicature,  at  which  the  decis- 
ion appeal  d  from  was  given,  but  it  must  be  made  known, 
and  the  reasons  of  it  stated  in  writing  to  the  president, 
a  reasonable  length  of  time  before  the  next  meeting  of 
the  higher  judicature,  to  which  the  appeal  is  made.  If 
the  appellant  give  notice  and  satisfactory  reasons  to  the 
president  of  the  judicature  to  which  the  appeal  is  made, 
that  he  cannot  attend  at  their  next  stated  meeting,  his 
appeal  shall  lie  over  to  their  next  following  stated  meet- 
ing, but  if  no  such  notice  and  reason  be  given,  and  he 
does  not  appear  to  prosecute  his  appeal,  it  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  relinquished. 

In  cases  of  references  from  lower  to  higher  judica- 
tures, for  advice  and  direction,  the  references  shall  be 
presented  in  the  form  of  a  resolution  of  the  judicature, 
making  the  same,  stating  distinctly  the  whole  subject 
matter  of  the  reference,  which  resolution  shall  be  certi-' 
tied  by  the  president  of  the  lower  judicature,  and  all 
such  references,  in  cases  of  discipline  shall  be  governed 
by  the  rules  which  have  been  or  may  be  adopted  rela- 
tive to  appeals,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable. 
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COMMITTEE  OF  MISSIONS. 

On  motion.  Resolved^  That  four  Ministers  and  four 
Elders  of  the  Albany  Synod  be  appointed  a  committee 
on  Missions,  and  that  the  following  gentlemen  compose 
this  committee,  viz.  Rev.  Dr.  Linn,  Messrs.  Bork,  Za- 
briskie  and  Bradford,  Ministers,  and  Messrs.  Abraham 
Van  Vechten,  John  N.  Bleecker,  Leonard  Gansevoorl, 
Jun.  and  Aaron  Van  Dyck,  Elders.    Resolved, 

1st.  That  the  committee  now  appointed,  shall  be 
known  and  distinguished  by  the  name  and  style  of  the 
Standing  Committee  of  Missions  for  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  in  America. 

2d.  That  this  committee  shall  continue  in  office  until 
the  next  ordinary  meeting  of  General  Synod. 

3d.  That  this  committee  shall  be  organized  for  the 
transaction  of  their  business,  by  their  choosing  one  of 
tlseir  members  for  a  president,  and  appointing  a  clerk, 
who  shall  keep  all  their  records,  acts  and  minutes  of 
proceeding. 

4th.  That  this  committee  shall  also  appoint  a  treasur- 
er, in  whose  hands  shall  be  placed  all  monies  collected, 
or  otherwise  o  btained,  for  missionary  purposes,  which 
treasurer  shall  always  be  subject  to  the  order  of  said 
Committee. 

5th.  That  the  committee  immediately  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  their  office,  and  for  that  purpose  be  authorised 
to  call  upon  the  Classis  of  Albany,  or  their  treasurer, 
for  such  papers,  information  or  balances  of  accounts  and 
monies,  as  may  be  in  the  hands  of  said  Classis  or  treas- 
urer, and  to  receive  and  solely  keep  the  same  ;  and  also 
to  call  upon  J.  H.  Sickles,  Questor  of  the  General 
Synod,  to  exhibit  a  statement  of  such  missionary  mo- 
nies as  have  been,  or  now  may  remain,  in  his  hands, 
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wliicii  monies  the  committee  may  draw  from  the  Q,ues-. 
tor  at  their  discretion. 

6th.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to 
exliibit  at  any  ordinary  session  of  General  Synod  a  pre-* 
cise  and  accurate  account  of  all  monies  by  them  receiv-» 
ed  and  expended  for  missionary  purposes ;  and  in  ordeK" 
to  produce  the  highest  satisfaction  respecting  their  ex- 
ertions and  proceedings,  the  book  of  their  minutes  and 
acts  shall  lay  upon  the  table  of  General  Synod,  for 
the  inspection  of  all  the  members,  during  the  session. 

7th.  To  <iive  satisfaction  to  the  churches  and  mem- 
bers  who  contribute  to  the  missionary  work,  during  the 
recess  of  General  Synod,  it  is  also  enjoined  on  the  com- 
mittee to  make  a  just  statement  of  their  proceedings^, 
and  furnish  the  Particular  Synods  of  New- York  and  Al- 
bany, at  their  respective  ordinary  sessions,  with  an  au- 
thenticated copy  of  such  statement. 

Lastly,  ordered.  That  each  member  of  the  commit- 
tee be  served  with  a  copy  of  these  resolutions. 

POWERS  OF  THE  DEPUTATI  SYNODI. 

On  the  question  from  the  minutes  of  the  Synod  of 
Albany,  respecting  the  powers  with  which  the  Deputati 
Synodi  are  invested,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  immediate 
object  for  which  Deputati  are  appointed,  is  to  superin- 
tend the  examination  of  students  in  theology,  and  can- 
didates for  the  ministry,  to  add  a  solemnity  to  the  im- 
portant work,  and  to  see  that  no  undue  liberty,  superfi- 
cial proceedings,  or  unnecessary  rigor  be  practised. 

That  the  Deputati,  in  their  character  as  commission- 
ers of  the  Synod,  may  and  ought  to  advise,  exhort  and 
end  avor  to  persuade  the  Classis  in  what  respects  the 
strict  fulfilment  of  the  important  duty  of  examinations; 
hut  they  are  not  invested  with  any  authority  to  arrest 
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the  proceedings  of  any  Classis  who  may  proceed  con- 
traiy  to  tlieir  advice,  neither  may  they  vote  upon  any 
question  respecting  any  candidate  that  may  be  examin- 
ed, but  they  are  to  keep  regular  minutes  of  their  pro- 
ceedings at  tlieir  different  examinations  where  they  are 
present,  and  impartially  report  to  the  Synod  whatever 
they  may  judge  improper  or  wrong. 

THE    MODE    OF    RECEIVING    iMINISTERS 

FROM  OTHER  DENOMINATIONS,  AND 

FROM  FOREIGN  NATIONS. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of  receiving 
ministers  from  other  denominations,  and  from  foreign 
nations,  report,  that  in  their  opinion  existing  circum- 
stances require  great  ciicumspection  and  care  upon  this 
subject,  on  the  part  of  our  Consistories  and  Classes, 
and  do  therefore  recommend  the  following  particulars, 
viz. 

1st.  With  respect  to  ministers  of  other  denominations 
in  this  country,  whose  characters  and  standing  are  not 
known,  that  the  Synod  direct  and  enjoin  it  upon  the 
Consistories  of  vacant  congregations  not  to  invite  or 
permit  them  to  preach  within  their  bounds,  wiihout  first 
receiving  from  them  a  certificate,  of  recent  date,  of 
their  regular  authority  for  that  purpose,  and  their  good 
staj'ding;  and  in  all  doubtful  cases,  wherein  they  feel 
themselves  incompetent  to  decide,  to  consult  some 
neighboring  minister  before  an  invitation  be  preferred. 

2d.  With  respect  to  foreigners,  w^ho  claim  the  privi- 
lege of  preaching  the  Gospel,  your  committee  recom- 
mend that  no  Consistory  be  permitted  to  invite  any  one 
of  them,  of  whatever  denomination,  to  preach,  before 
he  shall  lay  his  credentials  before  tlie  Chissis  to  which 
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such  Consistory  is  subordinate,  and  be  regularly  accept- 
ed and  authorised  by  them  to  exercise  his  .tiinistry  with- 
in their  bounds ;  and  that  no  Classis  be  permitted  to  re- 
ceive and  accredit  sue  h  foreign  minister,  unless  he  pro- 
duce to  tiiem,  besides  ample  and  regular  certilicates  of 
his  license  or  ordination,  and  of  his  dismission  and  re- 
commendations, of  recent  date,  from  the  competent 
church  judicature,  letters  of  recommendation,  also^ 
from  some  known  respectable  character,  in  the  country 
from  which  he  has  emigrated,  to  his  coirespondent  in 
this  country,  stating  the  authenticity  of  his  credentials, 
and  the  good  character  and  standing  of  the  bearer,  as  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  that  he  is  an  advocate  of  the 
doctrines  of  grace  professed  by  the  Reformed  Church ; 
and  further,  that  in  all  doubtful  cases  the  Classis  be  re- 
quested to  refer  the  matter  for  advice  to  the  Particular 
Synod,  before  they  proceed  to  accept  the  applicant. 

Session  of  General  Sj/nod,  1807. 
COVENANT   BETWEEN    THE    SYNOD  AND 
THE  TRUSTEES,  RESPECTING  aUEEN'S 
COLLEGE  AND  THE  TtlEOL  JGI- 
CAL  SCHOOL. 
The  commit tee*appointed  to  confer  with  the  coniiuit- 
tee  of  trustees  of  Queen's  College,  have,  in  conference 
\vith  the  last  named  committee,  unanimously  agreed  to 
the  following  articles ;  and  your  comnittee  do  accord- 
ingly recommend  tliem  to  the  adoption  of  General  Synod. 
It  is  mutually  covenanted  and  agreed,  by  tiie  Gene- 
ral Synod  of  the  Ref  )rmed  Dutch  Church  in  America, 
on  the  one  part,  and  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  College, 
on  the  other : 

let.  Ttiat  in  the  plan  for  the  revival  of  said  College, 


they  will  employ  their  efforts  to  combine  its  literary 
interests  with  a  decidecl  support  to  Evangelical  truth, 
?ind  the  promotion  of  a  faithful  and  able  ministry  in  the 
Dutch  Church. 

2d.  That  all  the  monies  raised  by  the  trustees  of 
Queen's  College,  in  the  state  of  New- Jersey,  shall, 
(agreeably  to  the  proposal  of  said  trustees)  be  a  fund 
exclusively  appropriated  to  the  support  of  a  Theolo- 
gical Professorship  in  the  College,  and  to  the  assistance 
of  poor  and  pious  young  men,  who  are  desirous  of  en- 
tering into  the  Gospel  ministry,  under  the  patronage  of 
the  Dutch  Chuich,  as  represented  in  the  General 
Synod. 

3d.  That  all  monies  which  may  have  been  raised  for 
the  professorship,  under  the  injunction  of  the  General 
Synod,  of  180C,  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  trus- 
tees of  Queen's  College,  for  the  purpose  expressed  in 
the  second  article,  and  the  persons  appointed  to  raise 
contributions  for  the  professorship,  shall  stay  their  pro„ 
ceedings  till  the  success  of  said  trustees  be  ascertained. 

4th.  The  trustees  of  Queen's  College  shall  call  no 
professors  of  theology,  but  such  as  shall  be  nominated 
and  chosen  by  the  General  Synod,  agreeably  to  the  re- 
solutions and  arrangements  formed  in  General  Synod,  in 
1804,  respecting  the  permanent  professorship,  which  is 
hereby  located  at  Brunswick. 

5th.  As  soon  as  the  trustees  shall  have  obtained  a 
fund,  the  interest  of  which  will  yield  a  competent  sup- 
port to  the  Theological  Professor,  of  which  competen- 
cy, whenever  any  difficulties  or  doubts  may  arise,  the 
contracting  parties  shall  judge  and  determine,  the  trus- 
tees shall  be  bound  without  delay  to  call  the  professor 
appointed  by  the  Synod,  and  they  shall,  and  hereby  do 
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request  their  professor,  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  received 
such  call,  to  make  arrangements  forthwith  for  entering 
iip;)n  the  duties  of  his  office. 

6th.  That  a  permanent  board  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Synod  to  superintend  tlie  Theological  institution,  to 
assist  the  professor  In  arranging  the  course  of  instruc- 
tion, to  attend  the  examinations  of  the  students  in  theo- 
logy, previous  to  their  examination  for  licensure  be- 
fore Classis,  to  be  known  by  the  style  of  the  superin- 
tendants  of  the  Tlieological  institution,  in  Queen's  Col- 
lege, and  to  be  recognized  as  such  by  the  trustees  of 
said  College. 

7th.  The  Synod  agree  to  provide  money  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  Theological  library,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  Theological  Hall ;  or  to  contribute  their  pro- 
portion to  the  erecting  such  building  or  buildings  as 
may  be  designed  for  the  joint  accommodation  of  the 
library  and  Theological  departments  of  the  College  • 
provided  the  sum  do  not  amount  to  more  than  would  be 
necessary  for  erecting  a  separate  building  for  the  pro- 
fessoral  hall  ;  and  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  this  ar- 
ticle, the  Synod  will  have  a  collection  taken  up  in  each 
of  the  congregations  under  their  care,  and  should  this 
fail,  or  prove  incompetent,  then  the  trustees  shall  take 
the  requisite  simi  from  the  fund  which  they  may  have 
raised  for  the  professorate. 

Session  of  General  Synod,  1 809. 

COMMITTEE  OF  MISSIONS. 

The  Synod  invests  the  committee  of  missions  with 

power  to  supply  any  vacancy  which  may  happen  in 

that  body  by  death  or  otherwise,  by  their  own  vote^ 

during  the  recess  of  General  Synod. 
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PLAN  FOR  THE  NEW  ORGANIZATION  OF 
GENERAL  SYNOD. 

As  the  inconvenienes  arising  from  the  present  organ- 
ization, arise  principally  from  two  sources,  viz.  Small- 
ness  of  numbers,  and  mode  of  delegation  ;  your  com- 
mittee recommend  the  subsequent  arrangement  as  a 
remedy : 

1st.  With  regard  to  numbers  :  The  General  Synod 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  North  America  shall 
consist  of  three  ministers  and  three  elders  from  each 
Classis. 

2d.  With  regard  1o  the  mode  of  delegation  :  That 
the  delegates  to  the  General  Synod  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Particular  Synods  of  New-York  and  Albany. 
In  order,  however,  to  avoid  the  inconveniences  arising 
frum  the  appointment  of  members,  it  is  hereby  recom- 
mended that  each  of  the  Particular  Synods  request 
their  respective  Classes,  at  the  last  session  immediately 
preceding  the  meeting  of  General  Synod,  to  recom- 
mend such  of  their  Classical  members,  who,  upon  in- 
quiry, it  shall  be  found  convenient  to  attend  ;  and  on 
suih  recommendation,  if  the  Particular  Synod  approve 
thereof,  to  appoint  the  same,  or  such  others  as  they 
think  proper. 

3d.  That  any  ten  ministers  and  ten  elders,  when  met 
by  proper  delegation,  shall  form  a  constitutional  quo- 
rum. 

4th.  That  in  order  to  avoid  disappointments  origi- 
nating from  pecuniary  considerations,  it  is  further  re- 
commended to  the  Particular  Synods  to  enjoin  it  on 
their  respective  Classes,  to  make  suitable  provisions  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  their  delegates. 

Your  comiuittee  conceive  that  by  the  above  arrange- 
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merits,  the  inconveniences  arising  from  the  necessity  of 
numbers,  and  the  present  mode  of  delegation,  will  he 
obviated.  And  if  the  above  plan  should  be  approved, 
they  recommend  the  same,  through  the  medium  of  I  ar- 
ticular Synods,  to  the  different  Classes,  for  their  con- 
sent, which,  if  obtained  at  the  next  ordinary  session 
of  General  Synod,  shall  then  be  adopted  as  the  future 
mode  of  delegation. 

STATISTICAL  ACCOUNTS. 

Besolvedy  That  it  be  enjoined,  through  the  medium 
of  Particular  Synods  and  the  several  Classes,  upon  the 
several  Consistories,  to  present  annually  to  the  respec- 
tive Classes,  a  statistical  account  of  their  congregations ; 
and  also  an  account  of  vital  religion  throughout  their 
societies  ;  which  account  is  to  be  communicated,  thro' 
the  Particular  Synod,  to  this  body  at  their  ordinary  ses- 
sions. 

CHURCH  SCHOOLS. 

The  following  report  of  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  Classis  of  New- York  on  the  subject  of  schools,  and 
by  that  body  adopted,  was  also  adopted  by  this  Synod. 

"  In  the  constitution  of  the  church  of  Christ  the  edu- 
cation of  children  is  considered  as  an  object  of  primary 
importance,  and  must,  therefore,  be  made  the  basis  of 
every  plan  for  the  promulgation  of  her  doctrines,  the 
preservation  of  her  purity,  and  the  extension  of  her 
limits.  Those  who  are  born  within  her  pale,  or  of  bap« 
tised  parents,  are  members  or  constituent  parts  of  her 
visible  body.  She  is,  by  the  appointment  of  God  for- 
mally signified  to  Abraham,  their  moral  parent.  The 
baptism  of  each  one  of  them  is  a  sacrament  not  only  to 
the  parents  who  dedicate  them  to  God,  but  also  to  the 
church  of  lielievers,  desii^ned  to  seal  anew  the  ori^L^al 
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promise  of  the  covenant  made  to  Abraham,  the  father  of 
the  faithful.  These  children,  which  are  in  this  solemn 
rite  devoted  to  God,  are  at  the  same  time  given  up  to 
the  care  of  the  church.  She  receives  them  into  lier  bo- 
som, adopts  them  into  her  family,  unites  them  in  the 
pledge  given  by  the  parents,  to  pray  for  them,  and 
to  train  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of 
the  Lord ;  and  as  bound  to  extend  her  inspection 
to  all  the  sources  of  instruction,  the  family,  the 
school,  and  the  house  of  God.  So  far  as  your  com- 
mittee have  had  it  in  their  power  to  examine,  they  find 
that  this  constitution  was  recognized  in  the  days  of 
Apostolical  purity  ;  adopted  by  the  churches  of  Gene- 
va, France,  Holland,  and  fully  acted  upon  by  the 
Belgic  churches,  and  expressly  recognized  by  the  con- 
stitution and  explanation  thereof  by  our  Reformed 
Clmrches  in  America. 

In  conformity  to  this,  it  is  expressly  decreed  by  the 
last  Synod  of  Dort,  in  session  17th,  that  there  should  be 
observed  a  threefold  method  of  catechising,  viz. 

1st.  Domestic,  by  Parents, 

2d.  Scholastic,  by  Schoolmasters. 

3d.  Ecclesiastic,  by  Pastors,  Elders,  Readers,  or  Visi- 
tors of  the  sick. 

And  that  all  whose  duty  it  is  to  visit  and  inspect  the 
churches  and  schools,  shall  be  admonished  to  make  this 
the  first  object  of  their  care. 

To  carry  this  plan  into  effect,  so  far  as  respects  the 
second  method  of  instruction,  there  was  made  another 
decree,  which  comprises  the  following  resolutions  : 

1st.  Schools  for  the  education  of  children  and  youth, 
shall  be  established  wherever  they  may  be  foimd  ne- 
cessary. 
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2d.  Provision  shall  be  made  for  procuring  and  main- 
taining suitable  teachers. 

3d.  1  he  children  of  the  poor  must  be  provided  for 
in  these  schools,  or  in  others,  expressly  for  them. 

4th.  IVo  person  shall  be  appointed  to  the  charge  of 
these  schools,  who  is  not  a  member  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  furnished  with  testimonials  of  his  orthodoxy 
and  good  morals,  and  who  shall  not  previously  have 
subscribed  the  confession  of  foith,  the  Belgic  catechism, 
and  solemnly  promised  to  instruct  the  children  commit- 
ted to  his  care,  in  the  principles  contained  in  the  church 
standards. 

.'ith.  They  shall,  according  to  the  age  or  capacity  of 
the  children,  employ  two  half  days  in  every  week,  not 
only  in  hearing  them  repeat,  but  assisting  them  to  un- 
derstand their  catechism  :  Shall  examine  them  fre- 
quently, inculcate  upon  them  the  necessity  of  regular 
attendance  upon  the  ordinances  of  religion,  accompany 
them  to  these  ordinances,  and  promote  their  benefit  from 
them. 

6th.  To  promote  fidelity  in  the  teachers,  and  pro- 
gress in  the  children,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Pastors 
and  Elders,  frequently  to  visit  these  schools ;  to  direct 
and  encourage  the  teachers  in  the  method  of  catechis- 
ing ;  to  examine  the  children  with  mild  severity,  and  to 
excite  them  to  industry,  by  holy  exhortations,  by  com- 
mendations and  suitable  rewards. 

Such  is  the  construction  which  our  forefathers  put 

upon  the  constitution  of  the  church  of  Christ ;  and  we 

must  be  at  a  loss  whether  more  to  admire  their  wisdom 

and  fidelity,  or  lo  laaient  our  languor  and  degeneracy  in 

this  pouit 

11 


B2 

A  close  adherence  to  a  system  like  this,  so  far  as 
means  are  connected  with  their  end,  is  calculated  to 
raise  the  visible  church  to  as  high  perfection  as  this 
earth  admits.  It  is  tlie  system  of  complete  organization, 
which  promotes  the  unity,  forms,  while  it  preserves,  the 
habits,  combines  the  efforts,  increases  the  strength,  and 
pours  moral  health  into  the  fountains  of  society.  Ib 
the  neglect  of  this  system,  it  is  impossible  that  any  so- 
ciety can  so  fully  preserve  the  spirit  of  the  body,  and 
preserve  its  infant  members  from  corruption,  indiffer- 
ence or  alienation. 

Whilst,  therefore,  it  may  be  difficult  to  carry  it  into 
effect,  it  is  surely  worthy  of  the  attempt,  and  your  com- 
mittee would  recommend  the  following  resolutions : 

1st.  That  it  be  recommended  to  each  Consistory  to 
divide  the  congregation  into  as  many  districts  as  there 
may  be  schools  required,  and  that  respectable  and  in- 
fluential men  be  associated,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Consistory,  as  trustees  for  the  school  in  each  district. 

2d.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  these  trustees  to  look 
out  for  suitable  schoolmasters,  and  examine  the  qualifi- 
cations of  such  as  may  apply,  and  take  all  proper 
measures  to  provide  such  support  and  accommodations, 
as  will  secure  for  these  stations,  men  of  sound  princi- 
ples and  competent  attainments. 

3d.  That  the  trustees,  or  a  committee  of  them,  visit 
the  school  of  their  district,  once  every  month,  to  carry 
into  effect,  as  far  as  circumstances  will  permit,  the 
€th  article  in  the  preamble  to  this  report ;  and  that  they 
be  particularly  careful  to  engage  the  teacher  to  instruct 
liis  pupils  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Reformation,  confining 
the  children  of  the  Reformed  Church  to  their  own 
standards. 
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4th.  That  the  Pastor  of  the  congregation  be,  ex  officio, 
chairman  of  each  district  committee,  when  he  may  find 
it  convenient  to  attend ;  and  that  he  visit  the  several 
district  schools  in  rotation,  as  frequently  as  possible : 
That  at  their  first  meeting  they  choose  a  chairman  for 
one  year,  Avhose  duty  it  shall  be  to  call  them  together, 
as  often  as  circumstances  require,  and  to  pay  special  at- 
tention to  flie  monthly  visitation. 


[After  the  session  of  Synody  in  1809,  the  whole  of  the 
minutes  have  been  printed,  which  supercedes  the  necessity 
of  making  anyjarther  extracts  from  the  minutes  concern- 
ing Rules  and  Church  Orders.] 
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ACTS  AMD  PROCEEBLNGB 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
in  North  America,  convened  in  the  city  of  Albany, 
on  Tuesday y  the  sixth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of 
our  LiOrd  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen.  The 
Session  continued  from  the  sixth  day  of  June  to  the 
ffteenth  day  of  June, 

FORMATION  OF  SYNOD. 
ARTICLE  I. 

Opening  of  the  Synod. 
The   Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  .Tohn  M.  Bradford,  the  president  of  tlie  last  Gene- 
ral Synod,  who  preached   on  Wednesday  evening  a 
Synodical  Sermon,  on  Acts  iv.  32. 
ARTICLE  n. 
Members  Present. 
From  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-  York. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  New-York. 

Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Milledoler,  James  M.  Mathews,J  and 
Stephen  N.  Rowan. 

Elders,  Messrs.  William  W.  Gilbert,*  James  Striker, 
and  Egbert  Benson,  L.  L.  D. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 

Rev.  James  V.  C.  Romeyn,  Cornelius  T.  Demarest,JJ 
and  John  Demarest.f 

I  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  7  th  day  of  the  session  ;  and  the 
Rer.  S.  S.  Woodhull  took  his  seat  as  secuudus. 

"*  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  6th  day  of  the  session. 

II  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  8th  day  of  the  seesioQ ;  and  the 
Rev.,Staats  Van  Saiitvoovd  took  his  seat  as  secimdus, 

t  Appearexl  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 


Elder,  Mr.  John  Van  Voorhees.f 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  New-Brunsrvick. 

Rev.  John  Schureman,  Jesse  Fonda,  and  John  L, 
Zabriskie. 

Elder?,  Ryneer  Yeghte,  Henry  Van  Arsdalen,  and 
Matthias  Lane. 

4.  From  the  Classis  oj  Paramus, 

Rev.  Dr.  Solomon  Fraeligh,^  John  I.  Christie,J  and 
James  Demurest. 

Elders,  Messrs.  David  Demarest,*?  and  Garret  Sarvan, 

B.  From  the  Classis  of  Long  Island. 

Rev.  Dr.  ,Tohn  Bassett,*  and  Peter  I.  Van  Pelt. 

Elder,  Mr.  Peter  Wyrkoff.^J. 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Jacob  Brodhead,  Jacob  Larzalere,  and  Peter 
Labagh. 

Elders,  Messrs.  Frederick  Erringer,J  and  Derick 
Kreuster. 

From  the  Particular  Stpwd  of  Albany, 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Poughfceepsie. 
Rev.  John  Gosman  and  Herman  Vedder.f 
Elder,  Mr.  Henry  H.  Srhoontnaker. 

2.  Front  the  Classis  of  Albany. 

Rtv.  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford,  John  De  Witt,  and 
Robert  Bronk. 

Elders,  IVIessrs.  Stephen  Yan  Rensselaer,  Philip  S^ 
Schuyler,  and  Abrahatn  Van  Vechten,  L.  L.  D.f 

f  Appeared  on  the  3d  day  pf  the  se?sioa. 
;}  Obtained  leave  of  absence  OQ  the  8th  day  of  the  session. 
§  Obtained  leave  of  absence  from  the  6th  day  of  the  session,  and  the 
jlev.  Mr.  Ehinge  took  his  seat  as  secundus. 
^  Appeared  oq  the  2d  day  of  the  session. 


3.  From  the  ClfL^siS  of  Ulster. 

Rev.  Henry  Pollieniiis,  and  Petei-  A.  Overbaorh. 
Elders,  Messrs.  .Tosiah  R.  Ellin2;e,  and  Selah  TuflulI.J 

4.  Frojn  the  Classis  of  Benssclaer. 

Jlev.  Piiilip  Duryea,  Jacob  Sickles,*  and  Stepheq 
Ostrander.f 

Elder,  Mr.  William  Knickerbacker.* 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  3Iontgomcry. 

Rev.  Abraliam  Yan  Home,  and  John  C.  Toll.f 
Elders,  Messrs.  Andrew  Loucks,  Juo.  and  Thonias 
gammons. 

ARTICLE  in. 

Moderators. 

Rev.  John  Schureman  was  chosen  President. 

Rev.  Jacob  Brodhead  was  chosen  Adsessor. 

Rev.  John  De  Witt  and  Jesse  Fonda  were  chosen 
Clerks. 

Rev.  S.  S.  Woodhull  was  appointed  the  pernnanent 
clerk  of  the  General  Synod.  Resolved,  that  it  be  con- 
sidered the  duty  of  the  permanent  clerk  to  attend  eve- 
ry meeting  of  General  Synod,  and  with  the  assistance 
oipro  tempore  clerks,  record  the  proceedings  of  Synod 
according  to  the  list  of  Lemmata,  and  to  make  out  a 
fair  copy  of  these  minutes  for  publication,  which  he 
shall  put  into  the  hands  of  the  stated  clerk,  and  that  for 
these  services  he  be  allowed  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars 
annually. 

J  Appeared  on  the  4tli  day  of  the  sesHoa. 
'*  Appeared  on  the  2d  day  of  the  session. 
i  Appeared  on  the  3d  day  of  the  session. 


ARTICLE  W. 

Advisory  Members. 
The  following  persons  appeared  at  different  times 
during  the  session,  and  were  invited  to  sit  as  advisory 
members. 

Rev.  Di'.  Livingston,  Rev.  Messrs.  Eltinge,  Living- 
ston, Westervelt,  Isaac  Labagh,  Cuyler,  Thomas  Ro- 
nieyn,  Van  Vechten,  Van  Huysen,  and  Van  Sant- 
voord. 

Rev.  Dr.  Neill,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Cliester,  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church. 

Rev.  IMr.  M'Jimpsy,  of  the  Associate  Reformed 
Church. 

A  motion   was  made   and    seconded,  that   advisory 
members  be  not  permitted  to  participate  in  the  discus- 
sions of  this  body,  unless  requested  to  speak.     Resolv- 
ed, that  this  motion  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Wednesday    morning,    when    it    was   postponed,  and 
thereupon  the  Synod  resolved  that  from  and  immedi- 
ately after  the  present  meeting  of  Synod,  the  Lemma 
respecting  advisory  members  shall  cease. 
ARTICLE  V. 
Reading  of  Minutes. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  ordinary  session  of  tlie  Gen- 
eral Synod  were  read. 

ACTS  OF  SYNOD. 
ARTICLE  I. 
Orders  and  Rules. 
These  were  read. 

ARTICLE  IL 
Standing  Commiiiees. 
The  following  committees  were  appointed  : 
Committee  on  the  Professorate,  Rev.  Drs.  Bradfor(l^ 


and  l^illedoler,  and  Rev.  Messrs.  Labagh,  Romeyci 
and  Brodhead,  and  the  Elders,  JVIessrs.  Gilbert  and 
Yeglite. 

Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes,  Rev.  Messre. 
Rowan  and  Gosman,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Van  Rensse- 
laer. 

Committee  on  Correspondence,  Rev.  Dr.  Bassett,  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Polhemus,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Benson. 

Committee   on   Missions,  Rev.  Messrs.  Yan  Pelt,  CV 
T.  Demarest,  Sickles,  and  Zabriskie,  and  the  Elder,  Mr. 
Erringer. 

Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion,  Rev.  Dr.  Frai- 
ligh.  Rev.  Messrs.  Mathews,  Christie,  and  Dur}  ea,  and 
the  Elder,  Mr.  Van  Arsdalen ;  He  v.  Dr.  Frceligh  and 
Mr.  Mathews  obtained  leave  of  absence,  and  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Bronk  and  Romejn  were  added  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Committee  on  Gravamina,  Rev.  Messrs.  LarzalerC;^ 
Jan-es  Demarest,  Labagh,  and  Rowan,  and  the  Elder, 
Mr.  Striker. 

ARTICLE  IIL 
C  Gmmuni  cations. 

A  copy  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  Synod  of 
the  Gerii.an  Church,  at  their  last  session,  was  received 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  correspondence. 

A  coinmunication  was  received  from  Mr.  John  N. 
Bleecker,  as  follows  : 

Rev.  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  General  Synod, 
Gentlemen, 

The  enclosed  statement  contains  particular  entriea 
of  all  monies  received  and  paid  by  the  Committee  of 
Missions,  lietween  the  2d  June,  1812,  and  tbe  23d  Jan- 
uary, 1815,  witU  the  balance  due  to  the;  cgmiiiittee  > 


fi-om  which  it   will  appear  that  the  amount  received 
since  the  account  rendered  to  your  Reverend  Body,  in 
1812,  is  ^88,32,  and  that  the  amount  paid  is  ^400,83. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  huiuble  servant, 

JOHIN  A.  BLEECKER. 
Dr.   The  Commitiee  of  3Iissions  for  the  Dutch  Church  in 
Account  With  John  N.  Bleecker,  Treasurer,  Cr. 
DR. 

1812. 

June  13.  To  cash  paid  Leonard  Lewis  per  order  of  Gen- 
eral Synod,  for  services  performed,  S3  00 
To  cash   paid  Barent  Bogart  and  Charles  Lock- 
row,  for  services  performed  per  order  of  Gen- 
eral Synod,  SO  00 
15.  To  cash  paid    M'Leish  and  Birrel,  per   order 

of  ditto,  15  67i 

Christian  Miller,  6  00 

18,  James  Vossburgh,  2  00 

20.  John  McLachlen,  1  12^ 

27.  for  postage  of  a  letter  to  John  H.  Sickles,     0  17 

Dec.  21.  the  Rev.  John  Duryea,  for  Missionary 

Services,  150  00 

1813. 
Aug.  3.  for    postage  of  a  letter  to  the  Rev. 

Jesse  Fonda,  on  missionary  business,  0     8 

1814. 

Dec.  30.  To  cash  paid  Rev.  John  Duiyea,  for  Missionary- 
Services,  40  00 
1815. 

Jan'y  16.  for  postage  of  a  letter  to  J.  H.  Sickles,     0  17 

Ryer  Schermerhorn,  for  printing  1000 
copies  of  the  minutes  of  General  Synod,  152  28 

23.  for  postage  of  a  letter  to  J.  H.  Sickles,     0  18 

for  ^  quire  writing  paper  for  the  use 
of  the  committee  at  their  meetings,  &c.  from 
Oct.  1810,  0  15 

Balance  due  the  committee,  6th  June,  1815,  B\5  63 

g7l6  46' 


CK. 

1812. 

June  2.  i3v  balance  due  tlie  committee,  as  per  account 
transmitted  to  the  General  Synod  at  tlieir 
session  in  1812,  8628  14 

June  4.     By  cash  received  of  the  Rev.  C«  D.  Westbrook,      10  00 

July  15.  Joseph   Alexander,  on  an   order  from 

G.  and  R.  Waite,  transmitted  by  John  H. 
Sickles,  50  00 

1813. 

July  15.  By  cash  received  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Huysen, 
collected  for  missionary  purposes  in  the  con- 
gregations under  his  charge,  6  00 

1814. 

Aug.  12.  By  cash  received  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Bas— 
sett,  in  full  of  the  balance  due  from  him  as 
treasurer  of  the  Classis  of  Albany  in  1806,  22  26 


S716  46 


1815. 

June  6.    By  balance  due  the  Committee,  S3 15  63 

Albany,  6th  June,  1815. 

JOHN  N.  BLEECKER. 

The  above  communication  was  referred  to  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  missions  appointed  at  this  Synod. 

A  communication  was  received  from  tlie  Rev.  Dr. 
Kuypers,  of  a  translation  of  tlie  articles  of  union, 
agreeably  to  the  request  of  the  General  Synod  at  their 
last  session,  which  was  read.  Resolved,  that  the  saiue, 
with  the  original,  be  referred  to  tlie  Rev.  Dr.  Milledo- 
ler,  and  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Romeyn  and  Sickles,  as  a 
committee  to  report  to  this  Synod  on  all  the  unfinished 
business  in  relation  to  these  articles  of  union,  that  they 
also  correct  the  same,  if  necessary,  and  that  the  said 
translation  be  published  in  the  appendix  to  the  minutes 
of  this  Synod. 
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Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  present- 
ed  to  the  Kev.  Dr.  Kuypers  for  the  said  translation. 

A  communication  was  received  as  follows  : 
Extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Classis  of  Pough- 
keepsie,  during  their  session  in  April,  1815. 

"Whereas  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  at  their 
session  in  October,  1814,  have  not  appointed  deleo^ates 
secundi,  according  to  the  recommendation  of  this  Clas- 
sis, and  pursuant  to  the  uniform  practice  of  the  church  : 
Resolved,  that  the  stated  cleik  be  requested  to  furnish 
our  delegates  to  General  Synod  with  a  certified  copy 
of  the  act  of  this  classis  on  th.-  subject,  under  the  head 
of  Lemma,  "  Delegates  to  General  Synod." 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Vedder,  West- 
brook,  and  Gosman,  and  the  Elders,  Henry  H.  Schoon- 
maker,  John  F.  Ham,  and  Richard  Rapelye,  be  recom- 
mended as  delegates  primctrii,  and  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
De  Witt,  Cuyler,  and  McMurray,  and  the  Elders,  Tho- 
mas I.  Storm,  Jacob  Shultz,  and  Samuel  Mathews,  del- 
egates secundi,  to  the  next  General  Synod.'* 

"  I  do  hereby,  pursuant  to  the  above  resolution,  certi- 
fy the  above  to  be  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  act 
of  the  classis  of  Poughkeepsie,  at  the  session  in  Sep- 
tember, 1814.  Attest, 

"ANDREW  N.  KITTLE,  Stated  Clerks 

Resolved,  That  the  above  communicati(jn  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  Synodical  Minutes. 

The  Rev.  Isaac  Labagh  presented  to  the  Synod  a 
translation  of  the  constitution  of  the  German  churchy 
agreeably  to  the  request  of  Synod  at  their  last  session. 
Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  presented 
to  Mr.  Labagh  for  the  same. 
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The  following  communication  was  also  received. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  General  Synod  at 
their  session  in  the  year  UJi4,  to  confer  with  a  lite 
committee  from  the  board  of  trustees  of  Queen's  Col- 
lege, for  the  purpose  of  devising  a  plan  for  putting  out 
at  interest  the  monies  given  in  trust  to  the  trustees  of 
Queen's  College  for  the  benefit  of  pious  youth  intend- 
ing to  preach  the  Gospel,  report: 

That  agreeably  to  their  appointment  they  met  with 
a  committee  from  the  board  of  trustees  of  Queen's 
College,  and  that  the  following  is  the  result  of  their 
joint  proceedings,  viz. 

"New-Brunswick,  .July  12th,  1814.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  committees  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reform- 
ed Dutch  Church,  and  of  the  trustees  of  Queen's  Col- 
lege in  New-Jersey,  for  the  purpose  of  devising  a  plan 
for  putting  out  at  interest  the  monies  donated  in  trust 
to  the  trustees  of  Queen's  College,  by  Elias  Van  Buns- 
chooten,  of  the  county  of  Sussex,  in  the  state  of  New- 
Jersey  : 

"  Present,  Rev.  John  Cornelison  and  Stephen  N.  Row- 
an, and  Mr.  Garret Tunison,  committee  from  the  Synod; 
Rev.  John  Schureman,  Messrs.  .Tames  Schureman, 
Staats  Van  Deursen,  and  Robert  Boggs,  committee 
from  the  board  of  trustees  of  Queen's  College. 

"  The  Rev.  John  Cornelison,  was  chosen  chairman, 
and  Robert  Boggs,  clerk. 

"  The  original  donation  of  the  said  Elias  Yan 
Bunschooten,  signed  at  New- York,  dated  the  9th  of 
.Tune,  1814,  together  with  the  assignment  of  the  bonds, 
and  the  schedule  of  the  same,  was  produced  and  read. 
On  motion.  Resolved  unanimously,  that  the  treasurer 
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of  Queen's  College  be  authorised  and  instructed,  to 
put  out  at  iiiterest,  on  good  bonds  and  mortgages,  the 
nj(*nies  now  in  hands,  and  all  such  as  shall  come  to  his 
hands  as  treasurer,  belonging  to  the  fund  donated  by 
tlie  ii'aid  Elias  Van  Bunschooten  to  the  said  trustees  of 
Queen's  College. 

"  Resolved,  That  James  Schureman,  Jacob  R.  Har- 
denbergh,  and  William  P.  Deare,  Esqrs.  be  a  committee, 
>vitli  whom  the  treasurer  shall  aivise  as  to  the  putting 
out  of  the  said  monies  at  interest. 

«  JOHN  CORNELISON,  Chairman, 
"  Attest,  ROBERT  BOGGS,  Clerk, 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

«  STEPHEN  N.  ROWAN,  Chairman 
"  Of  the  Committee  of  Conference  J  rom  General  Si/nod.*^ 


Accompanying  the  above  report,  was  an  extract 
from  the  minutes  of  the  trustees  of  Queen's  College, 
duly  authenticated,  by  which  it  appears  that  that  board 
have  received  the  same  report  of  proceedings  from 
their  committee  of  conference,  which  they  have  order- 
ed to  be  recorded  and  filed  with  their  treasurer. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  Mr. 
Isaac  L.  Kip,  special  treasurer  of  the  General  Synod, 
to  wit : 
Dr.  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  in 

account  with  Isaac  L.  Kip,  their  special  Treasurer,  Cr. 
Dr. 

1814. 
Novem.  2.  To  cash  paid  Staats  Van  Deursen,  Treasurer 

Queen's  College,  8621  27 

Dec.       8.  To    do.  do.  136  4 

1815. 
^pril    17.  To  cash  paid  postages  R.  Bronk's  letter  con- 
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taining  money  collected  in  the  congregations 
«r  r>oght,  V\  ashington,  anJ  Gibbonsville, 
June      5.  To  balance  carried  to  new  account^ 


S1225  93 


Cr. 
1814. 
June       14 


25 
10 


.  By  balance  of  account  rendered, 
By  cash  received  of  Rev.  Mr.  McMurray,  col- 
lected in  church  at  Rhineheck, 
By     do.  Staatsburgh, 

Oct.       17.  By     do.  receivedfrom  the  consistory  of  Green- 
wich, 
Nov.       5.  By     do.  received  from  the  Rev.  Philip  Dur- 
yea,  collected  in  the  congregations  of  Sara- 
toga, Easton,  Union  Village,  Schaghticoke 
and  Tyociock, 
9.  By    do.  received  from  Rev.  Mr.  Cornelison, 
collected  at  Hergen, 
By     do.  from  Rev.  G.  R.  Livingston,  collect- 
ed at  Coxsackie, 
Dec.       8.  By    do.  from  Rev.  J.  Brodhead,  collected   at 
Philadelphia, 
1815. 
Feb'y.   7.  By     do.  from  Rev.  J.  Schureman,  treasurer  of 
classis  of  New-Brunswick, 

17.  By     do.  from  consistory  of  New- York, 
March   9.  By     do.  from  Rev.  J.  V.  C.  Romeyn,  collect- 
ed at  Scraalenbergh, 

April    17.  By  do.  from  Rev.  R.  Bronk,  collected  at  the 
Boght,  SU 

By     do.  collected  at  Washington,  16  27 

18.  By     do.  collected  in  church  at  Fordham,  5  12 
May      2.  By    do.  from  Rev.  W.  Eltinge,  collected  in 

church  at  Clarkestown,  jS4  46 

Tappan,  5  21 

Paramus,  6  21 

Warwick,  9  50  25  S8 


58  18 


58  30 


13  50 


25 


136  04 


45 

128 

7  11 
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May      3.  By    do.  llev.  P.  Steddiford,  treasurer  of  clas« 

sis  of  Philadelphia,  86  46 

By     do.  Rev.  Mr.  Santvoord,  (congregation 

of  Pompton,)  6  75 

By     do.  Rev.  J.  V.  C.  Romeyn,  (congregation 
of  Hackensack)  5 

25.  By     do.  Rev.  C.  C.  Cuyler,  Poughkeepsie,  £6 

June      3.  By    do.  Rev.  J.  Schureman,  treasurer  of  New- 
Brunswick  classis,  20 


81225  9t 
1815.  — 


June      2.  By  balance,  g477    5 

Errors  excepted,  June  5,  1815. 

ISAAC  L.  KIP,  Special  Treasurer. 
JResolvedy  That  the  above  communication  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  the  professorate. 

The  following  communication  was  received,  and  al- 
so referred  to  the  committee  on  the  professorate. 
Dr.  Queen's  Collegey  (Professoral  Fund)  in  account  cur- 
rent with  Staats  Van  DeurseUy  Treasurer y  for  interest 
received  on  the  said  Fund,  and  other  moniesy  and  paid 
to  the  Professor  of  Theology  on  account  of  his  salary,  Cr, 
Dr. 
1814. 
June     13.  To  cash  paid  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  Livingston, 

professor  of  theology,  in  part  of  his  salary,  g653  20 
Sept.    30.  To    do.  paid       do.  -  829  20 

Nov.  To    do.  paid      do.  290  71^ 

1815. 
March  15.  To    do.  paid       do.  350 

To    do  paid      do.  '  497  16 

To  commissions  on  gll52  66,  being  the  am't. 
of  interest  received  on  professoral  fund,  at 
2i  per  cent,  28  82 

2649  9^ 


w 


Ck. 

1813. 

Oct.     13. 

By  cash 

received  of  Myndert  Wilson,  interest 

on  his  bond,                                                         S140 

Nov.   27. 

David  Freeman,            do.                    70 

Dec.      6. 

John  Polheinus,             do.                    63 

15. 

J.  Erickson,  on  W.  Hoffman's  bond,     70 

1814. 

May    14. 

David  Freeman,  on  his  bond,                39  66 

23. 

James  Stevenson,        do.                       70 

June     1. 

James  Brom,                 do.                        17  50 

July      7. 

Benjamin  Griggs,        do.                     140 

25. 

David  Service,              do.                       52  59 

Aug.  15. 

J.  Erickson,  on  W.  Hoffman's  bond,    70 

Oct.     4. 

do.                            do.                     70 

Dec.  29. 

Matthew  Williamson,  on  his  bond,     210 

1815. 

March  10. 

James  Stevenson,        do.                    140 

gll52  66 

Received  from  the  fund  created  by 
the  Synod  for  assisting  students 
in  divinity,  rec'd.  19th  Nov.  1813,    310  20 

Rec'd.  from  same  fund,  2d  Nov.  1814,290  71* 
do.  7th  Dec.  1814,     66  32 

Borrowed,  30th  Sep.  1814,  829  20 

S2649  09  J 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  General  Synod, 
passed  June,  1814,  the  treasurer  of  Queen's  College 
presents  the  above  account,  embracing  the  receipts  and 
disbursements  of  the  professoral  fund. 

He  would  state,  for  the  information  of  General  By* 
nod,  that  the  whole  amount  of  principal  of  the  said 
fund,  which  has  come  to  his  possession,  is  twelve  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars  and  fifty-se- 
ven cents,  which  is  invested  in  bonds  and  mortgages^r 
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bearing  an  interest  of  seven  per  cent.  It  appears  from 
the  books  of  the  late  treasurer  of  Queen's  College,  tbat 
he  has  paid  to  the  Professor  of  Theology,  on  account 
of  his  salary,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  and  forty-three 
dollars  and  fifty-six  cents,  and  from  the  present  treasu- 
rer, the  Professor  has  received  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
six  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents 
and  an  half.  Respectfully  submitted, 

STAATS  VAN  DEURSEN,  Treas.  Q.  Coll 
Nerv-Brunsnick,  31  st  May,  1015. 

Communications  were  received  from  Messrs.  John 
E.  Miller,  Albert  Amerman,  and  Matthias  Bruen,  jun. 
students  in  theology  in  the  seminary  of  the  Associate 
Reformed  Church  ;  which  comnjUi)ication  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  professorate. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Board  of 
Superintendants  was  received,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Professorate. 

The  Board  of  Superintendants  of  the  Theological 
School,  in  conformity  wita  the  rule  of  Synod,  beg 
leave  to  report  : 

Tlie  board  of  superintendants,  in  making  their  annu- 
al report,  have  the  satisfaction  to  announce  to  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  course  of 
lectures  in  the  Theological  School,  the  diiforent  classes 
comprised  15  students  in  theology,  viz.  Rictiard  Sluy- 
ter,  Nicholas  Mars<'lis,  and  Abm.  Wilson,  of  the  third 
yearns  standing ;  Isaiah  Y.  .Johnstone,  VVm.  Bogardus, 
Ava  Neil,  Cornelius  Ellinge,  and  Jacob  Shultz,  of  the 
second  year's  standing;  and  FredeiicVerim-ule,  Isaac 
"Wyckotf,  John  Ludlow,  J(^ha  Burtis,  Sa  nuel  A.  Van 
Vranken,  Peter  Van  Zandt,  and  JohnSwartwout,  (since 
dead)  of  the  first  year.     That  on  the  tiiird  Tuesday  of 
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May,  the  board  met  and  attended  a  general  examination 
of  the  School.  Messrs.  Nicholas  Jones  and  James  Chris- 
tie, to  whom  dispeni^ations  were  granted  to  prosecute 
their  studies  in  the  seminary  of  the  Associate  Ilrformed 
Church,  presented  certificates,  and  requested  an  exam* 
ination,  and  were  accordingly  admitted. 

The  board  were  highly  gratified  with  the  evidence 
which  the  young  gentlemen  gave  of  their  proficiency 
in  the  objects  of  their  pursuit ;  which  reflects  great  cre- 
dit on  the  zeal,  faithfulness  and  abilities  of  your  vene- 
rable Professor.  Of  the  above  number,  Messrs.  Sluy- 
ter,  Marselis,  and  AVilson,  whose  term  of  study  had 
expired,  t(  gother  with  Messrs.  Jones  and  Christie, 
were  further  examined  upon  the  Hebrew  language, 
and  furnished  with  certificates  to  their  classes  accord- 
ing to  the  direction  of  General  Synod.  They  also  fur- 
nished them  with  a  recommendation  to  the  Professor  as 
worthy  of  his  official  certificate,  which  should  admit 
them  to  examination  for  licensme  before  their  respec- 
tive classes.  In  the  course  of  the  last  year,  two  liun- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars  have  been  appropriated  to  the 
relief  of  a  student  in  theology.  The  additional  sum  of 
one  hundred  dollars  has  been  appropriated  to  the  in- 
crease of  the  library,  which  has  also  been  enlarged  by 
the  donation  of  a  number  of  valuable  books. 

The  board  of  superintendants  feel  happy  in  being 
enabled  to  congratulate  the  Synod  on  the  growinur  pros- 
perity of  the  institution,  particularly  in  respect  to  the 
number  of  the  students.  Five  have  been  recommend- 
ed for  licensure,  including  Jones  and  Christie  ;  eleven 
remain  in  the  institution,  and  there  is  a  hope  of  consid- 
erable accession.    The   board,  however,  regret  that 
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there  is  still  a  great  deliciency  in  tlie  niirnber  of  pro- 
fessors, and  that  the  extensive  plan  of  a  theological 
education  adopted  by  Synod,  has  not  been  carried  into 
complete  operation.  Under  a  sense  of  these  wants, 
feeling  a  desire  to  place  the  institution  on  ground 
which  will  command  the  confidence  of  the  churches, 
and  acting  under  tliat  rule,  which  allows  them  to  re- 
commend to  Synod  such  measures  as  they  conceive 
adapted  to  the  advancement  and  prosperity  of  the 
institution,  they  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  state- 
ment and  recommendations  : 

That  the  practice  of  granting  dispensations  to  theologi- 
cal students  to  prosecute  lljeir  studies  in  other  semina- 
ries, and  then  return  for  examination  and  licensure  in 
our  own  school  and  classes,  is  unprecedented,  except 
in  the  Dutch  Church,  and,  in  its  operation,  unquestion- 
ably tends  to  prevent  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  our 
school,  and  the  harmony  of  our  churches,  and  as  far  as 
this  board  is  enabled  to  Judge,  can  be  attended  with  no 
possible  advantages  to  the  students  or  the  churches  at 
large.  They,  therefore,  recommend  that  in  future  no 
dispensations,  on  any  account,  be  granted  to  any  of  our 
young  men  to  prosecute  their  studies  in  other  semina- 
ries, and  then  return  for  examination  in  our  school,  and 
licensure  by  our  classes. 

That  while  the  board  yield  with  pleasure  their  high- 
est approbation  to  the  faithful  and  persevering  labors 
of  the  present  Professor,  and  think  him  worthy  of  the  gra- 
titude of  the  churches,  they  feel  sensible  that  a  number  of 
those  branches  of  a  complete  theological  education, 
"which  were  adopted  in  the  plan  of  1812,  are  still  wanting, 
and  that  it  is  of  great  importance,  if  practicable,  imme- 
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diately  to  provide  one  or  more  professors  to  instruct  in 
those  branches.  The  board  are  of  opinion,  that  a  minis- 
ter of  our  church,  well  qualified  for  teaching  some  of 
these  branches  may  be  obtained  for  the  annual  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars,  in  addition  to  his  present  salary, 
and  they  recommend  the  appointment  of  such  person. 

To  meet  the  present  and  additional  expenses,  the 
board  are  sensible  new  exertions  will  be  required  of 
the  Synod,  and  they  recommend  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  will  realize  the  liberal  offers  of  some  of 
our  churches,  and  secure  a  permanent  and  adecfuate 
support  to  all  the  officers  of  the  school.  These  mea- 
sures, the  board  presume  not  to  dictate,  but  leave  them 
to  the  wisdom,  piety  and  zeal  of  Synod. 

JOHN  M.  BRADFORD,  Chairman. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the 
committee  on  the  state  of  religion. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  religion  beg  leave  to 
submit  to  the  Synod  the  following  suggestion.  They 
find  the  information  respecting  the  state  of  religion, 
which  is  found  in  the  classical  reports,  as  given  in  the 
Synodical  minutes,  scanty  and  unsatisfactory,  and  there- 
fore would  suggest  to  the  Synod  the  propriety  of  ap- 
pointing a  time  for  a  free  conversation  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  on  the  state  of  religion  within  the  bounds 
of  the  several  classes,  and  on  the  causes  which  uiay  be 
deemed  to  have  contributed  to  its  advancement  or  de- 
cline. Your  committee  have  no  doubt,  but  that  infor- 
mation would  thus  be  given  them,  from  which  a  report 
might  be  drawn  up  that  would  be  satisfactory,  and 
^hey  would  hope  profitable. 

SOLOMON  FR.ELIGH,  Chairman, 
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The  Synod  resolved  that  the  consideration  of  the 
above  communication  be  postponed  until  Friday  morn- 
if.g. 

On  Friday  morning  the  Synod  resolved  that  the  con- 
sideration (»f  the  above  communication  be  further  post- 
poned until  Friday  afternoon. 

On  Friday  afternoon  the  Synod  resolved,  that,  agree- 
ably to  the  suggestion  of  the  committee  on  the  state  of 
relijiinn,  the  house  will  now  proceed  to  appoint  a  time 
of  recess  for  free  conversation  on  tlie  subject  referred 
lo  in  the  preceding  communication. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for  on  this  resolu- 
tion by  more  than  one  third  of  the  members  present, 
"were  taken  and  are  as  follows  : 

Yeas,  Philip  Milledoler,  James  I\I.  Mathews,  Cor- 
nelius T.  Demarest,  John  Demarest,  Jesse  Fonda,  John 
L.  Zabriskie,  Solomon  Fraeligh,  John  I  Christie,  James 
Demarest,  .Tacob  Brodhead,  Herman  Vedder,  John 
Gosinan,  John  31.  Bradford,  John  De  Witt,  Robert 
Bronk,  Henry  Polhemus,  Peter  A.  Overbagh,  Philip 
Duryea,  Stepl)en  Ostrander,  Jacob  Sickles,  John  C.  Toll, 
James  Striker,  John  Van  Voorhees,  Ryneer  Veghte, 
Henry  Van  Arsdalen,  Matthias  Lane,  David  Demarest, 
Garret  Sarvan,  Frederic  Erringer,  Andrew  Loucks, 
Jun.  Thomas  Sammons.     31. 

Nays,  Siephen  N.  Rowan,  James  V.  C.  Romeyn, 
John  Bassett,  Jacob  Larzalere,  Peter  Labagh,  Abraham 
Van  Home,  William  W.  Gilbert,  Egbert  Benson,  Pe- 
ter WyckofT,  DerickKreuster,  Henry  H.  Schoonmaker, 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Philip  S.  Schuyler,  Abraham 
Van  Vechten,  Josiah  R.  Eltinge,  Selah  Tuthill,  William 
Kiiickerbacker.    17. 
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Resolved,  That  Synod  will  liave  a  recess  on  Monday- 
afternoon,  at  5  o'clock,  for  free  conversation  on  the  state 
of  religion. 

On  Monday  afternoon  the  Synod  resolved  that  this 
buf«iness  be  furthi  r  postponed,  and  that  they  will  have 
a  recess  on  Tuesday  morning,  at  11  o'clock,  for  free 
conversation  on  the  state  of  religion,  which  resolution 
Was  attended  to  on  Tuesday  morning. 

ARTICLE  lY. 

Correspondence, 

The  committee  on  correspondence  reported,  and  their 
report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

I'he  committee  on  correspondence  report,  that  it  is 
with  heartfelt  satisfaction,  they  find  the  correspondence 
with  our  Christian  brethren,  the  members  of  our  parent 
cliuich  in  the  Netherlands,  so  long  and  so  lamentably 
interrupted  by  war,  resumed;  the  Synod  of  New- 
York  having  lately  transmitted  a  copy  of  their  proceed* 
ings  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  and  requested  a  co- 
py of  theirs  in  return  ;  your  con}mittee  hereupon  report 
the  following  resolution  :  Resolved,  that  the  synod  of 
New-York,  be,  from  time  to  time,  furnished  with  copies 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  Synod,  to  be  by  them  also 
transmitted  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland. 

With  respect  to  the  communications  from  the  Synod 
of  the  Reformed  German  Church,  convened  at  Easton, 
in  Pennsylvania,  on  the  23d  April  last,  your  committee 
deem  it  requisite  only  to  report  that  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
Schureman  and  Hardenbergh  attended  as  delegates  from 
this  Synod,  and  were  cordially  recognized,  and  were  in- 
vited to  sit  as  members  ;  and  further  that  the  Germart 
Synod  state,  that  by  «  reason  of  the  great  distance  from 
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the  places  in  which  both  Synods  meet,  and  of  other  in^ 
conveniences  connected  with  it,  it  may  not  be  conven- 
ient at  all  times  to  send  delegates  to  the  different  Sy- 
iiodical  meetings ;  they  therefore  still  resolve  on  their 
part  that  all  possible  care  be  taken  that  the  correspond- 
ence between  both  Synods  be  kept  up,  by  transmitting 
their  Synodical  acts,  and  proceedings  to  this  Synod, 
though  it  cannot  at  all  times  by  sending  delegates." 
Your  committee  thereupon  report  the  following  resolu- 
tion :  Resolved,  that  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
Synod  be,  from  time  to  time,  transmitted  to  the  Synod 
of  the  Reformed  German  Church  in  the  United  States. 

JOHN  BASSETT,  Chairmaru 
ARTICLE  V. 
Synodical  Reports  on  the  State  of  the  Churches. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  Religion  reported,  and 
their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  Religion  report,  that 
from  the  statistical  reports  on  the  minutes  of  the  par- 
ticular Synods,  as  well  as  from  other  sources  of  infor- 
mation, they  are  warranted  to  communicate,  that  al- 
though in  some  of  our  congregations,  our  prospects 
are  not  flattering,  still  there  do  exist  great  causes  of 
joy  and  strong  grounds  of  encouragement  to  all  those 
who  feel  a  lively  interest  in  the  welfare  of  Zion  : 
that  the  additions  to  the  churches  have  been  considera- 
ble during  the  year  past,  and  that  in  a  few  of  our  con- 
gregations a  particular  and  very  encouraging  atten- 
tion to  religion  has  prevailed. 

Your  committee  farther  observe,  that  among  the 
causes  which  appear  to  have  been  particularly  blessed 
for  the  good  of  the  church,  family  visitation,  catechetical 
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instruction,  the  establishment  of  special  meetings  fbi' 
prayer,  and  growing  attention  to  the  exercise  (»f  disci- 
pline, as  well  as  t!ie  laithful  preaching  ii  ttie  Gospel  and 
the  explanation  of  the  Heidelbergh  Catechism,  deserve 
to  be  remembered  by  this  Synod  with  praise  and  thanks- 
giving to  the  Great  Head  of  the  church.  And  as  an  ex- 
pression of  their  willingness  to  profit  by  the  intima- 
ti<  ns  of  the  Divine  Will,  as  revealed  in  the  dispensations 
of  his  Providence,  your  committee  submit  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Synod  the  following  suggestions  : 
1.  Sensible  of  the  good  effects  resulting,  under  the  bless- 
ing of  Divine  Grace,  from  a  faithful  and  particular  at- 
tention to  the  duty  of  social  prayer,  your  committee 
would  suggest  to  the  Synod  the  propriety  of  recom- 
mending to  the  ministers  and  congregations  under  their 
care  an  increasing  zeal  and  industry  in  the  establish- 
ment of  meetings  more  extensively  for  the  purpose  of 
praise  and  prayer. 

2.  Your  committee  convinced  of  the  importance  of 
using  every  lawful  and  scriptural  means  to  impress  the 
truths  of  the  Gospel  upon  the  minds  of  the  young  and 
rising  generation — as  also  of  the  usefulness  of  address- 
ing to  the  consciences  of  individuals  the  solemn  real- 
ities revealed  in  the  word  of  God,  are  therefore  happy 
to  report  to  this  Synod,  that  the  duties  of  catechetical 
instruction  and  family  visitation  are  generally  attended 
to,  and  they  would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Synod 
the  pr(»priety  of  recommending  the  continuance  of  the 
same  duties  in  those  congregations  in  which  they  are  al- 
ready in  practice,  a  more  faithful  attention  where  they 
have  been  partially  performed,  and  their  immediate 
practical  introduction,  if  in  any  of  the  churches  they 
have  Ixjen  hitherto  wholly  neglected. 
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Upon  the  whole,  your  committee  cannot  but  express 
their  gratitude  to  God  and  their  joy  to  the  churches 
under  the  care  of  this  Synod,  on  account  of  the  good 
things  the  Lord  hath  done  for  us,  and  they  must  an- 
nounce it  as  a  matter  of  great  encouragement  to  all 
those  whom  God  has  called  to  labor  in  his  viniyard. 
This  encouraging  thought,  that  the  Great  Head  of  the 
church  has  not  forsaken  us,  that  he  is  yet  found  of  those 
that  seek  him,  that  his  power  is  made  known,  and  his 
grace  displayed  in  the  midst  of  us, — enables  us  cunti- 
dently  to  hope  for  the  enlargement  of  the  church  and 
the  more  extensive  influence  of  vital  piety. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  tu  subjoin  the  following 
statistical  reports  :  viz. 
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PARTICULAR  SY^ODS....]SEW-YORK  fy  ALBANY. 
PaiiicLilar  Synod  of  New-York. 

f:iASSIS  OF  NEW-YORK. 


Clmrclies. 


Pastors. 


„       _,    ,  C  Dr.  Kvivpcrs,      > 

2sew-\ork,  -^^j^.  7Mjiedolcr,3 

Garden  street,        J.  M.  Mathews, 
Brooklyn,  S.  S.  A\'oodliul!, 

-Gcrm.-iu  Cluu-cli,  1.  L;tbagli, 
Northwest, 
Greenwicli, 
Bloom  ingdalc, 
HacrloiTi, 
Ford ham, 
Tariytown, 
Cortlandtown, 
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750  50  26 

5 

31  2  19 
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5 

1    3  113  1  24. 

188 

209  13 

4    5  213   16 
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850  320  29 

10 

6    4  359  3  65 

90 

450  116  20 

5 

3    1  137  3  19 

28  8 

2 

2 

1 

35 

C.  Bork, 
S.  N.  Rowan, 
A.  Gunn, 

No  Pastor,  No  report. 
No  Pastor.  40 

Thos.  G.  Smith,  No  report. 
Abm.  HoiTnian,  47     216     51 

CLASSIS  OF  BERGEN. 


Bergen,  .T.  Cornelison,  150     600 

Eng-lish  neigh'd.   C.  T.  Demarest, 

Ponds.  -T.  Demarest, 

Pompton,  Jacob  T.  J'ield, 

llackensack  and  7  j  ^  ^  Romevn, 

hchraaicnoergn,3 

TUdlvillc,  S.  V.  Santvoord,  No  i-eport 

Kairfkld,  J.  Strykcr,  No  report. 

Stonehouse  Plains,  No  pastor.  No  repoi-t. 
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12 
2 


252  1431 
5"  140  546 
X  104  409 


85 


I'reaknesp, 
Boontown, 

Aquackcnunck 

and  Totawa, 

Tappan  and 

Cjiirkstown, 
'llackensack  & 

Spraalenburgh  5 
^ddle  River  5 

h.   Paskeck,     5 

Paramus, 

Kakijat,  and     ") 

Ramapaiig-h,     3 

Warwick, 

N.  Brunswick, 
Raritan, 
Hillsborough,  • 
Bedminster, 
Rockaway, 


No  pastor,  No  report. 
No  pastor.  No  rej^ort. 

CLASSIS  OF  PARAMUS. 


Sclioonmaker,  s  ■,  ( .-, 

C172 
^206 


W 


N.  Lansincr, 


952 
6L-6 
804 
999 


97 
90 
157 
173 


No  report. 

S.  Goetchius, 
W.  Eltinge, 
J.  Demarest, 
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404       i 
report. 
173  1005 
C 120     534     105 
I  .49    750      74 
T.  Christie,  No  report. 
CLASSIS  OF  NEW-  BRrNSWICK 
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J.  Fonda,  253     1536 

J.  Vredenburgh,       140       840 
J.  L.  Zabriskie,     No  report. 
C.  Hardenbergh,         174     1064 
No  pastor,  No  report.  ■* 
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1 
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^'ifSnon,{^^«P^^*«'''  ^°  '^P^'"*' 
<  B.  Dubois,  No  report 


Middletown  & 
Freehold, 
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Walpeck,  St     7  ,    _,    „  „ 

„    j       1.  J-J.  (j.  rorce,  j\o  report. 

Minisink,  No  pastor.  No  report. 

No  pastor.  No  report. 
No  pastor,  No  report. 
No  pastor.  No  report. 
No  pastor.  No  report. 

CLASSIS  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 
P.  I.  V.  Pelt,  No  report. 


Mahackamack, 
Clove, 
Saiithfield, 
Salt  River, 


Staten  Island, 
New  Uirtclit, 
Gravesend, 
Flatlands  & 
Flalbusli, 
Bushwyck, 
Newtown  8t 
Jamaica, 
Success  and 
Oyster  Bay, 

Philadelphia, 

Northbraiich, 

Sliannick  & 

Harling'en, 

N.  &  S.  Hamptor 


J.  Beatie, 

M.  Schoonmaker, 

I  P.  Lowe, 

J.  Bassett, 


78 
6U 


5    65    oi 
I  26  li;3 


■)  J.  Sc: 
3  Z.H 


75 
Schoonmaker,  &  C   8U 


Ku\pers, 
H.  S.  Bo^art,  & 
Z.  H.  Kvi>^crs, 

CLASSIS  OF 
J.  Brodliead, 
P  Steddiford, 
P.  Labagh, 
W.  Smith, 
J.  Larzalere, 


412  71 

488  56 

525  40 

30  lul 

403  83 

480  74 

580  61 


2     2 


I 


10)7 

<  No  report. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

220     105 

225  912    13 

fl73  955     12 

<^159  1U40     15 

112  670     5 


74 
59 
41 
102 
87 
82 
2  69 


12 
18 
12 
12 

22 
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Particular  Synod  ot  Albany. 


Albany, 

Coxsackie, 

Betldehem, 

Coeymans, 

Neskauna  & 

Amity, 

Washing'ton  & 

Boght, 


CLASSIS  OF  ALBANY. 
■)  J.  M.  Bradford,  C 
3  J.  De  Witt,         l 

G.  R.  Livingston, 

R .  A.  Westervelt, 

R.  A.  Westervelt, 


2400  385  19     1 


210  1437     82  14 

130     780  148     8 

65     390     49    4 


9  40 
1  160 

3  99  3  49 

4  151       24 
3    78      20 


402  1  40 

92  1  34 

155  2  23 

1     51  1  13 


Thos.  Romeyn,  No  report. 


>  R.  Bronk,  No  report. 

Salem,Jerusalem  >  ,.  ,,  „  t-t      ♦ 

ScHeldebergh,     {  H.  V.  Huysen,  No  report. 

Schenectady  !&' 


2  Churches  & 
BdSick, 

Paltz, 

New  Hurly, 

Montgomery, 

Saugerties, 

Woodstock, 

Flatbush, 

Bloomingdale, 

Kline  Sopus, 

Shawangunk, 

Catskill, 

Hurley, 


No  pastor,    No  report. 


CLASSIS  OF  ULSTER. 


P.  D.  Frxleigh, 

280            111     1 

I 

1  112 

60 

P.  D.  Frxleigh, 

179  1092     77 

3 

1 

36 

M.  Fraeleigb, 

214  1800  255  11     1 

2 

7  260  1 

48 

H .  Ostrander, 

200  1200  117    6    3 

1 

4  121  1 

61 

P.  Overbagh, 

11 

1 

4          2 

31 

P.  Overbagh, 

11 

3    65 

37 

J.  R.  Hasbrook, 

86    484    34 

1 

33 

11 

No  pastor, 

115    765     81     4 

85 

24 

Mr.  Polhemus, 

240  1500  144  2 

2    2 

4  142 

59 

No  pastor. 

120     720     84 

No  pastor. 

31     243    41    T 

57 

S 

The  other  Churches  in  this  Ciassis  made  no  Report. 
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CLASSIS  OF  POUGHKEEPSIE. 


Pastors. 


Hopewell,  T.  De  Witt, 

New-H:ickensack,  T.  De  Witt, 
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Kingston, 
Poughkeepsie, 
Redliook, 
Khincbeck, 
Greenbush  & 
Taghaniick, 
Fis'hkill, 
Linlithgow  & 
Hyde  Park. 


J.  Gosnian 
C.  C.  Cuylcr, 
A.  N.  Kittle, 
W.  McMurray, 

>  H.  Veddcr,  No  report. 

C.  D.  Westbrook,     No  report. 

f  No  pastor,  No  report. 

CLASSIS  OF  MONTGOMERY. 


90 

90  16 

105  5 

13 

108 

650     55  10 

2 

1      1   165 

16 

280 

1750 

8 

4    5  306 

39 

300 

1900  193  15 

3 

3 

1  207  1 

98 

loo 

95 

1 

3 

1     1     98 

8 

128 

790  140     3 

3 

2 

2  140 

13 

Caughnawaga 

Florida, 

Germanflatts, 

Herkimer, 

Middlebiirg, 

Beaverdam, 

Middlctown, 

Westerlo, 

New-Rhinebeck, 

&  Sharon, 

Fort  Plain,  & 

Stonearabia, 

Dyse's  Manor, 

Ovid, 

Aurelius  & 

Owasco, 

Union  8c 

Chenango, 


250  1250  230  10 

255  1300  125     2 

136  1000  230    9 

159     860  364  13 

849     98  14 

783  130    5 

61     3 


A.  Van  Home, 
W.  Paige, 
J.  P.  Spinner, 
J.  P.  Spinner. 
D.  Devoe, 
D.  Devoe, 
Mr.  Toll, 
Mr.  Toll, 

I.  Labagh, 

\  J.  F.  Wack, 

C.  D.  Schermerhorn,  No  report. 
A.  Brocaw,         No  report. 
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No  report 


142 

131 

70 

61 

20 
50 


44    5 
90  10 

80  14 


?  C.  Ten  Eyck,       No  report. 
>  S.  Palmer,  No  report. 

The  following  churches  are  vacant,  and  made  no  re- 
ports, viz.  Schoharie  Mountain ;  2  churches  of  Charles- 
town  ;  May  field  ;  Fonda's  Bush;  Union;  Asquach  ; 
Indian  Castle ;  Coenrad's  Town  ;  1st  church  of  Charles- 
town  ;  Blenheim  ;  and  Schoharie. 

Classis  of  Rensselaer  made  no  Beport. 

Whereas  the  sources  of  informal  ion  have  been  scanty, 
and  have  not  afforded  your  committee  ample  means 
for  making  a  complete  report  on  the  state  of  the  church- 
es, your  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following 
resolutions  : 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  enjoined  on  the  several  classes  to 
require  from  each  congregation  a  particular  and  full  ac- 
count of  the  state  of  such  congregation  specifying  par- 
ticularly the  state  of  religion  therein — to  the  end  that 
through  the  classes  and  Particular  Synods,  the  General 
Synod  may  receive  correct  information  relating  to 
the  churches  under  their  care. 

Hesolvedy  That  tlie  Synod  consider  this  to  be  the 
most  proper  mode  for  obtaining  a  regular,  full  and  true 
account  of  whatever  relates  to  the  churches  composing 
this  body. 

All  which  is  humbly  suhmiltedy 

JAMES.  V.C.  ROUEYN,  Chairman. 
ARTICLE  YI. 
Sj/nodical  Appeals. 
,  t    Nothing  occurred. 
\  ARTICLE  VII. 

I  Synodiccd  References. 

The  committee  on  Synodical  minutes  reported,  and 
their  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  c<»mmittee  od  Synodical  minutes  report,  that 
from  an  examination  of  the  minutes  of  the  Particular 
Synods  of  New-Y(uk  and  Albany,  the  following  sub- 
jects appear  to  require  the  attentiim  of  this  body  : 

1.  On  the  minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- 
York  a  reference  of  a  case  of  marriage  of  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  ciiurch  of  New- York  with  his  deceased  wife's 
sister,  and  also  a  case  relative  to  the  baptism  of  a  child 
born  of  such  marriage,  in  the  following  words,  viz. 

Whereas  a  case  oi  supposed  incest  has  been  referred 
to  the  classis  from  the  church  of  New- York,  and  where- 
as cases  have  heretofore  occurred,  and  may  hereafter 
frequently  occur,  and  whereas  there  appears  to  be  a 
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Screwing  diversii}'  of  opinion  as  to  the  lawfulness  of 
such  marriage  as  the  case  describes:  therefore,  resolv- 
ed, that  said  reference  be  transmitted  to  the  Particular 
Synod,  wtioaie  liereby  recjuested  to  present  the  same  to 
theGeneial  Syi.od,  who  are  by  this  classis  respectfully 
requested  to  take  into  their  serious  consideration  the 
act  of  the  General  Synod,  passed  in  1797,  on  a  similar 
case,  upon  which  act  the  consistory  of  the  church  of 
New-York  founded  their  decision  ;  and  that  they  re-      i 
peal,  amend,  or  in  some  form  addresi^the  churches  un-     / 
der  their  care  on  this  subject,  as  they,  in  their  wisdom, 
may  deem  best  calculated  to  promote  the  glory  of  God, 
and   the    peuce,  happiness,   and  best  interest|of  our  jf/ 
churches.  ^^  r     / 

As  having  actually  grown  out  of  the  above  case,  the  / 
following  queries  were  submitted  to  the  clissis:  can 
baptism  be  justly  and  regularly  administered  at  all  to  -v 
the  child  of  parents,  one  of  whom  is  not  a  member  in  full 
communion  in  any  church,  and  the  other  tias  been  sus- 
pended from  the  communion  of  the  church  for  the  mar- 
riage of  his  deceased  wife's  sister?  Can  such  child  be 
consistently  baptized,  when  presented,  not  by  the  pa- 
rents, but  by  the  great  grand  parents,  who  are  persons 
of  approved  piety  ?  the  classis,  after  much  considera- 
tion, resolved,  that  these  queries  be  transmitted  to  the 
iftarticular  and  General  Synod,  in  like  manlner  w^ith  the  / 
case  itself,  from  which  these  queries  have  arisen  for  the 
decision  of  General  Synod,  and  as  additional  reason  fer 
the  paternal  and  immediate  attention  of  that  body  to 
the  subject  generally. 

2.  An  instruction  to  the  delegates  to  General  Synod 
respectfully  to  ask  of  that  body  the  appointment  of  a 
standing  committee  oi  missions  to  be  attached  tci  that 
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l^articular  Synod,  and   to  act  especially  within  what 
are  termed  the  bounds  of  that  Synod. 

3.  On  the  minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany 
an  instruction  to  delegates  to  request  the  General  Sy- 
nod to  pass  a  positive  rule  to  oblige  the  students  of  our 
Theological  School  to  apply  for  licences  to  the  classes 
within  whose  bounds  they  respectively  belong. 

4.  A  reference  of  a  communication  from  the  classis  of 

\     Ulster,  asking  advice  in  the  case  of  the  Rev.  John  Gos- 
man.  | 

5.  On  the  subject  of  the  communication  referred  to 
them  from  the  classis  of  Poughkeepsie,  your  committee 
V  recomnjend  the  following  resolution  as  an  exf>ressionof 
the  viewff  of  this  Synod  :  Resolved,  that  the  Particular 
Synod  of  Albany  were  not  warranted  in  neglecting  to 
appoint  Relegates  secundi  for  the  classis  of  Poughkeep- 
sie, merely  on  the  grounds  of  other  cla/s^  having  omit- 
ted to  recommend  such  delegates :  ihat  though  one 
classis  may  wave  the  right  of  recommendation,  yet  an- 
other ought  not,  on  that  account,  to  be  deprived  of 
theirs  ;  and  that  it  be  and  hereby  is  enjoined  upon  the 
different  classes  within  the  bounds  of  the  Particular 
Synod  of  Albany,  hereafter  to  recommend  to  Particular 
Synod — and  on  the  Particular  Synod  to  appoint  dele- 
gates secundi. 

By  orAr  of  the  Committee,  , 

STEPHEN  N.  ROWAN,  Chairman. 

The  first  section  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
Synodical  minutes  was  referred  to  a  special  committee, 
consisting  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fraeligh,  Dr.  Milledoler, 
and  Messrs  Mathews  and  De  Witt,  together  with  the 
Elders,  Messrs.  Benson,  Gilbert,  and  Van  Rensselaer  : 
in  consequence  of  Dr.  Fraeligh  and  Mr.  Mathews  ofetain- 
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ins  leave  of  absence,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Brodhead  and 
Gosman  were  added  to  this  committee. 

The  second  section  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
missions. 

The  third  section  was  referred  to  a  special  commit- 
tee consisting  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Rome)^^n  and  Zabris- 
kie,  and  tlie  ijder,  Mr.  Yan  Yechten. 

The  fourth  section  was  referred  to  a  special  commit- 
tee consisting  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Labagh  and  Brod- 
head, and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Van  Vechten. 

Tlie  fifth  section  was  recommitted. 

The  committee  on  Synodical  minutes  again  report- 
etl,  and  their  report,  having  been  amended,  was  adopt- 
ed, and  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  state,  on  the 
subject  of  the  communication  referred  to  them  from  the 
classis  of  Poughkeepsie,  that  though  there  is  nothing  in 
the  plan  of  new  organization  of  General  Synod  on  the 
^subject  of  delegates  secundi,  yet  that  plan  appears  to 
have  been  predicated  on  the  practice  of  the  church, 
and  as  it  is  highly  important  to  have  a  full  representa- 
tion of  the  lower  judicatories  in  the  General  Synod, 
your  committef ,  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  regulation 
conformable  to  the  practice  of  the  church,  submit  the 
following  resolution  :  Resolved,  that  it  be  enjoined  on 
all  the  inferior  judicatories  of  this  church,  in  their  ap- 
pointment or  recommendation  of  delegates,  to  appoint 
or  recommend  delegates  secundi,  as  well  as  delegates 
primariiy  when  their  numbers  render  it  practicable. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

STEPHEN  N.  ROWAN,  Chairman. 

The  special  committee  on  the  first  section  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  reported. 
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and  their  report,  having  been  amended  by  tlie  Synod, 
was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  special  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
first  section  of  tlie  report  of  the  commiltee  on  Synodi- 
cal  minutes,  report : 

In  answer  to  the  first  part,  that  it  hath  already  been 
adjudged  ;  first,  by  the  Particular  Synod/i©  HSo,  and  af- 
terwards by  the  General  Synocljn  1797:  That  the  ad- 
judication of  the  General  Synod  in  1797,  is  in  tliese 
words,  viz."  The  following  question  was  brought  up  from 
the  Particular  Synod,  Is  it  lawful  for  a  man  to  marry 
his  deceased  wife's  sister  ? — which,  being  considered, 
was  answered  by  the  General  Synod  in  the  negative. 
A  committee  was  then  appointed  to  report  what  degree 
of  censure  is  proper  to  be  inflicted  upon  tlie  persons 
who  contract  such  marriage;  who  reported,  as  their  opin- 
ion, that  as  the  General  Synod  have  determined  the  mar- 
riage of  a  man  with  his  deceased  wife's  sister  to  be  un- 
I  lawful,  therefore  the  decision  of  the  Particular  Synod^^^ 
)/  held  in  the  year  178^,uiust  regulate  the  censure  in  such 
I  cases  : — the  above  report  was  agreed  to." — And  that  the 
j  adjudication  of  the  Particular  Synod  in  1788,  as  found 
annexed  to  the  above  adjudication  in  the  minutes  of  the 
General  Synod,  is  in  these  w  ords,  "  The  Synod  resolved, 
that  as  all  such  marriages  are  contrary  to  the  word  of 
God,  and  that  purity  of  life  so  becoming  the  Christian 
character,  the  persons  contracting  such  marriages  cannot 
be  admitted  to  the  table  of  the  Lord  until  the  offence 
be  removed."  And,  consequently,  that  the  consistory  of 
the  church  of  New-York,  in  the  said  case  before  them, 
conform  to  these  adjudications  accordingly  in  respect 
to  whatever  may  remain  to  be  done  therein. 
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classis  of  Ulster  ouglit  to  pursue  in  that  case,  or  what 
advice  would  meet  the  questions  and  difficulties  which 
have  occurred  before  Ihe  said  classis. 

The  C(  mniltee  apprehend  that  in  cases  of  refererice 
by  an  inferior  to  a  superior  judicatory  for  advice;  the 
questions  referred,  as  well  as  the  facts  on  which  they 
arise,  should  be  precisely  slated,  and  tliat  the  advice 
asked  for,  should  not  involve  a  commitment  by  the  hii^h- 
er  judicatory  upon  a  caseof  discipline  which  is  under 
judicial  examination  before  an  inferior  judicatory,  from 
whose  decision  thereon  an  appeal  is  given  to  the  higher 
judicatory. 

The  committee  also  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  if  the 
aforesaid  reference  relates  to  any  matters  which  were 
involved  in  the  appeal  of  the  classis  of  Ulster  to  Gene- 
ral Synod  from  the  decisions  of  the  Particular  Synod 
of  Albany  in  the  year  1812,  and  in  the  petition  of  the 
said  classis,  presented  to  General  Synod  at  their  last  ses- 
sion, those  matters  have  l3een  finally  disposed  of  by 
General  Synod  in  the  years  last  mentioned,  as  will 
more  fully  appear  by  the  ads  and  proceedings  of  Gen- 
eral Synod  in  those  years.  Wherefore  the  comiuit-. 
tee  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  General  Synod,  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  foresjoing 
report,  the  reference  by  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany 
to  General  Synod  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Rev.  John 
Gosman,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  dismissed. 

PETEK  LABAGH,  Chairman, 

The  committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  unfini-ned 
business  in  relation  to  the  articles  of  union,  with  the 
translation  of  tlie  said  articles,  reported,  and  their  re* 
port  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows:,   jj,iii||i7f  .,f/,    i.)i> 

The  committee  appointed  to  r^'^*-"  the  translation:, 
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of  the  Articles  of  Union,  to  compare  it  with  the  ori- 
ginal, and  attend  to  unfinished  business  relating  to  the 
sanie,  report — That,  excepting  a  few  verbal  alterations, 
which  your  committee  have  made  in  the  translation, 
they  have  found  it  generally  and  substantially  correct — 
that  as  these  articles  were  framed  to  answer  a  tempora- 
ry, though  at  that  time  highly  vakiable  purpose,  they 
ought  to  be  preserved,  as  an  important  link  in  tlie  his- 
tory of  our  church,  but  contain,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  no  regulations,  which  make  it  necessary  at 
this  period  for  your  ministers  to  subscribe  the  same. 
All  which  is  submitted, 

PHILIP  MILLEDOLER,  Chairman. 

The  following  resolution  was  moved  and  seconded : 

Hesolvedy  That  the  report  of  the  committee,  on  the 
last  article  of  the  report  on  Sy nodical  minutes  made  to 
the  General  Synod,  in  the  year  1814,  and  which  relates 
to  the  questions  proposed  by  the  classis  of  Poughkeep- 
sie  and  referred  by  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  to 
the  General  Synod,  be  and  hereby  is  adopted  : 

On  this  resoluii  >n,  the  previous  question  was  moved, 
and  the  Synod  decided  tliat  the  main  question  should 
not  be  now  put. 

ARTICLE  VOL 
Grievances, 

Hesolvedy  That  under  the  article  "  Grievances,"  be 
inserted  the  names  of  all  those  members  of  this  Synod, 
who  have  absented  themselves,  and  departed  for  their 
homes,  or  on  their  private  business,  without  permission, 
and  have  not  been  excused  by  this  Synod. 

Hesolvedy  That,  accordingly,  the  names  of  the  Rev. 
Jacob  Brodhead,  and  Peter  A.  Overbagh,  and  the  El- 
der, Ml.  William  K  nicker  backer,  be  thus  recorded  as 
delinquents;  And, 
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And  in  answer lo  the  second  question — Thai  baptism 
cannot,  consistently,  l)e  administered  to  a  child  born  of 
such  marria<^e,  although  presented  by  persons  meaibers 
of  the  church,  and  in  other  respects  fit  sponsors. 
All  ivhich  is  respeclfidly  submitted, 

PHJLIP  MILLEDOLER,  Chairman. 

Jlesohed,  That  Synod  will,  at  their  next  session,  pro- 
ceed to  examine  whether  the  canon  or  church  order  of 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  declaring  or  adjudging  a 
marriage  by  a  man  with  a  sister  of  a  deceased  wife,  un- 
lawful, as  forbidden  in  the  word  of  God,  ought  to  remain 
or  to  cease  as  a  rule  of  discipline  in  the  churches  under 
their  care  and  jurisdiction. 

In  relation  to  the  second  section  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  Synodical  Minutes,  the  Synod  resolved, 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  request  of  the  Parti- 
cular Synod  of  New- York  by  their  delegates,  that  a  com- 
mittee on  missions  be  appointed  to  be  attached  to  lijat 
body. 

The  special  committee  appointed  on  the  third  section 
of  the  report  on  Synodical  Minutes,  reported  asfollowh: 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  ttiird  section  of  the 
report  of  on  Synodical  Minutes  report  the  following 
resolution  : 

Reeolvedy  That  the  students  of  our  Theological  School 
be  directed  to  apply  for  licensure  to  the  different  classes 
within  whose  bounds  their  parents,  or,  if  they  do  not 
live  with  their  parents,  they  or  their  own  aiuilies,  res- 
pectively reside  at  the  time  of  their  application  for  ex- 
amination. 

STEPHEN  N.  ROWAN,  Chairman, 

The  Synod  resolved,  that  the  consideration  of  the 
above  report  be  postponed  indefinitely. 
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The  special  committee  appointed  on  the  fourth  .sec- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Svnodical  Min- 
utes, reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

The  committee  on  the  reference  from  the  Particular 
Synod  of  Albany  to  General  Synod  relative  to  the  case 
of  the  Rev.  John  Gosman,  report — That  the  reference 
to  General  Synod  by  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany 
for  advice  in  the  case  of  the  Rev.  John  Gosman  referred 
to  the  said  Particular  Synod  by  the  classis  of  Ulster,  for 
their  advice,  is  unaccompanied  by  any  statement  of  the 
nature  and  merits  of  the  case  on  which  General  Synod 
are  requested  to  give  advice.  That  the  classis  of  Ulster 
state,  in  their  reference  to  the  Particular  Synod,  of  Al- 
bany, that  certain  charges  and  allegations  were,  in  1812, 
brought  against  Mr.  Gosman,  who,  on  being  duly  notifi- 
ed on  the  subject,  refused  to  attend — That  the  said  clas- 
sis, after  taking  some  testimony  on  the  case,  became 
apprehensive  of  the  effects  which  their  proceedings,  in 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Gosman,  might  produce,  and  there- 
fore concluded  to  solicit  the  interference  of  General  Sy- 
nod— that  by  reason  of  misapprehension,  the  request 
of  the  said  classis  was  not  presented  to  General  Synod. 
The  comiuittee  are  unable  to  discover,  from  the  disclo- 
sures made  by  the  aforesaid  reference,  either  the  nature 
or  merits  of  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gosman,  or  the 
precise  questions  before  the  classis  of  Ulster,  relative  to 
the  said  case,  upon  which  the  Particular  Synod  of  Alba- 
ny desire  the  advice  of  General  Synod  ;  and  therefore 
the  committee  feel  themselves  wholly  incompetent  to 
form  an  opinion  whether  it  would  be  proper  for  Gene- 
ral Synod  to  advise  what  course  of  proceedings  the 
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vacant  congreg^atlons,  by,  ministers,  or  candidates  from 
churches,  which  are  known  to  hold  or  tolerate  senti- 
ments inconsistent  with  the  standards  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  ;  and  further,  that  the  respective  classes 
be  hereby  directed  to  enjoin  upon  the  consistories  of 
vacant  congregations  under  tht  ir  care,  not  to  employ 
the  ministers  or  candidates  of  churches,  circuiustanced 
as  above  mentioned,  until  they  have  consulted  with  the 
standing  committee  of  the  classisto  wliich  they  belong. 
and  have  obtained  their  consent. 

ARTICLE  XL 

Customs  and  Usages. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XIL 

Schools  and  Christian  Education. 
Nothing  occurred  under  this  Lemma. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

Queen^s  College. 

The  following  resolution  was  received  from  the  trus* 
tees  of  Queen's  College  in  New- Jersey. 

"  New-Brunswick y  Aprils  lOth,  1815. 
«  Besohed,  That  the  Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  Rev. 
"  Jacob  Brodhead,  and  Rev.  Peter  Labagh,  be  a  com- 
"  mittee  to  attend  General  Synod,  at  Albany,  and  rep- 
"  resent  the  interests  of  this  institution. 
"  Extracted  from  the  Minvtes, 

"  Wm.  p.  DEARE,  aerkJ' 
Jtesolved,  That  this  committee  be  accredited. 
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ARTICLE  Xiy. 

Professorate. 

The  period,  for  wlii(h  the  board  of  superintendants 
was  elected,  having  expired,  the  Synod  proceeded  to 
a  new  election,  and  on  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared 
that  the  following  ministers  were  cliosen  to  form  the 
board  of  superintendants  of  tlte  Theological  St  liool, 
until  the  meeting  of  General  Synod,  which  shall  be  in 
1818,  viz. 

Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford,  Rev.  Dr.  Pliillip  Mille- 
doler.  Rev.  Messrs.  Jacob  Sickles,  Phillip  Diiryea, 
James  S.  Cannon,  John  Schureman,  James  V.  C.  Ro- 
meyn,  Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  and  Stepl  en  N.  Rowan. 

The  committee  on  the  professorate  reported,  and 
their  report,  having  been  amended,  was  adopted  and  is 
as  follows : 

The  committee  on  the  professorate,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port, that  they  find  a  variety  of  important  subjects 
committed  to  them,  to  be  reported  on,  viz. 

1.  The  Treasurer's  Accounts,  These  have  been  ex- 
amined, and  the  following  is  the  result.  It  appears  by 
the  statement  exhibited  by  Mr.  Kip,  special  treasurer 
of  General  Synod,  that  he  has  received  from  June 
14tb,  1814,  till  June  5th,  1815,  Sl226,93— that  he  has 
paid  to  the  treasurer  of  Q,ueen*s  College,  ^748,88,  for 
which  he  has  produced  vouchers,  and  also,  57  cents  for 
postage  of  letters,  addressed  to  him  as  treasurer  :  that 
there  remained  in  his  hands,  a  balance  of  S477,5  :  the 
said  treasurer  further  states,  that,  hitherto,  he  has 
charged  no  commissions  for  his  services ;  but  as  the 
treasurer  of  General  Synod,  is  allowed  five  per  cent, 
if  that  allowance  is  continued,  he  will  expect  the  same. 
Your  committee  deem  such  a  demand  perfectly  just^ 


37 

Resolved  further.  That  the  above  named  persons  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  cited  to  appear  before  the  Gene- 
ral Synod,  at  their  extra  meeting  (should  an  extra 
meeting  take  place)  or  at  their  next  ordinary  session, 
to  render  the  reasons  for  their  conduct,  and  to  be  dealt 
with,  as  the  aggravations  of  their  several  cases  may  de- 
mand. 

The  committee  on  Gravamina  reported,  and  their 
report,  having  been  amended,  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows : 

The  committee  on  Gravamina  report,  that  nothing 
has  been  laid  before  them  which  demands  the  atten- 
tion of  this  Synod,  excepting  the  case  of  the  Psalm  and 
Hymn  Books.  On  this  subject,  your  committee  re- 
commend the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  : 

Whereas  it  is  ascertained,  that  the  printer  of  the  se- 
cond edition  of  the  new  Psalm  Book,  has  introduced  al- 
terations in  several  Psalms  and  Hymns,  and  has  there- 
by produced  many  various  readings,  which  render  his 
edition,  in  those  instances,  different  from  the  first  and 
standard  edition  :  and  whereas,  in  every  edition  of  the 
Psalm  Book,  the  greatest  uniformity  and  precision 
ought  to  be  preserved  ;  and  no  printer,  under  any  pre- 
text whatever,  be  peniiitted  to  insert  any  words  or 
phrases  of  his  own,  or  of  any  other  unauthorised  indi- 
vidual :  Therefore,  the  General  Synod,  impressed 
with  their  obligation  to  watch  over  the  standards  of  the 
church,  and  to  discountenance,  in  the  first  instance,  so 
dangerous  a  precedent,  have  resolved : 

1.  That  the  Printer  of  the  second  edition  of  the 
Psalm  Book,  has  unwarrantably  departed  from  the  in- 
tegrity expected  and  demanded  of  every  printer  of 
that  book. 
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2.  That,  as  however  the  various  readinajs  introduced 
in  the  second  edition,  make  no  essential  alterations  in 
the  doctrines,  the  same  may  be  used  in  the  churclies ; 
and  the  General  Synod,  in  tenderness  to  the  printer, 
who,  it  is  presumed,  intended  no  evil,  will  permit  that 
edition  to  be  in  use,  until  it  shall  be  worn  out,  but  for- 
bid any  new  edition  to  be  printed  from  it. 

3.  As  the  multiplying  of  editions  will  render  the 
book  cheaper,  and  thus  accommodate  the  churches, 
while  it  also  will  increase  the  income  intended  to  be 
produced  from  that  source,  for  tl)e  benefit  of  indigent 
students,  the  General  Synod  recommend  that  every 
printer  who  will  pay,  or  give  security,  for  the  payment 
of  the  stipulated  sums,  be  afforded,  without  delay,  by 
the  consistory  of  the  church  of  New-York,  the  riglj4 
to  publish  as  many  copies  as  he  shall  please,  conform- 
ably to  these  resolutions. 

4.  That  every  future  edition  shall  be  printed  agree- 
ably to  the  copy  deposited  among  the  archives  of  Gen- 
eral Synod,  with  a  careful  emendation  of  typographi- 
cal errors. 

All  which  is  submittedy 

JACOB  LARZALERE,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Church  Government. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  X. 

Doctrines  and  Morals, 

IResolvedy  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  enjoined  upon  all 

the  classes,    under  the   care  of  this  Synod,  to  appoint 

standing  committees,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  guard 

against  the  introduction  of  unsound  doctrines,  into  our 
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and  recommend  to  Synod,  to  place  both  treasurers  on 
the  same  footing,  in  respect  to  payment  fox  services; 
and  further  recommend  an  expression  of  thanks  to 
i\Ir.  Kip,  for  liis  oenerous  and  disinterested  zeal  in  the 
discharge  of  his  trust. 

The  treasurer  of  Queen's  College  states,  that  the 
•amount  of  the  monies,  constituting  the  professorate 
fund,  is  SI 2,332  57,  invested  in  loans  and  mortgages, 
bearing  interest  at  7  per  cent — that  the  sum  of  ^2,043  60 
has  been  paid  by  the  late  treasurer,  and  S2,620  27  1-2 
by  him  as  treasurer,  to  professor  Livingston,  on  ac- 
count of  his  salary.  ' 

2.  Applicaiious  for  dispensations.  . 

On  the  subject  of  granting  any  farther  dpspensations, 
your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that,  in  ^Jture,  none 
should  be  granted  by  this  Synod,  to  any  students,  to 
pursue  their  tlieological  studies  elsewhere  :  that  as  a 
considerable  fund  lias  been  raised  for  supporting  or  aid- 
ing in  the  support  of  indigent  students,  and  as  didactic 
and  polemic  theologyl  are  systematically  and  ably 
taught  in  the  school  under  tlie  care  of  the  Dutch 
Church,  and  it  is,  moreover,  contemplated  to  render  the 
course  of  studies^  more  complete ;  this  Synod  ovv^  it 
to  itself  as  well  from  a  consideration  of  its  own  dignity, 
as  of  other  circumstances,  to  shut  the  door  against  such 
grants. 

Your  committee  are,  however,  of  opinion,  and  re- 
commend, that  the  present  applicants,  viz.  Messrs.  Mi\r 
ler,  Amerman,  and  Bruen,  be  indulged  in  their  re- 
quest, on  condition  that  they  complete  their  course  of 
studies/ in  the  Dutch  Seminary,  ^t  New-Brunswick,  by 
attending  the  lectures  of  the  professor  or  professors* 
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there  for  one  year  previous  to  their  being  admitted  to 
an  examination  fi)r  licensure. 

3.  An  additimml  Professor  J  or  the  Theological  School. 

Your  committee  are  fully  persuaded  of  the  expedi- 
ency of  such  an  appointment,  and  suggest,  Ihat^jiuiing 
the  present  session,  a  suitable  person  be  cht>sen,  to  in- 
6tiU(t  as  professor  of  pastoral  tlieology,  and  ecclesias- 
tical history,  and  that  the  sum  of  $400  be  allowed  hhn 
for  his  sprv  ices. 

4.  Wai/s  and  Means  for  increasing  the  Fvnds, 

In  order  to  increase  the  funds  so  as  to  meet  the  ne- 
cessary expenditures,  in  supporting  the  professors,  aid- 
ing p(>or  students,  and  adding  to  the  theological  libra- 
ry, your  committee  recommend  the  appointment  of 
pious  and  active  men  within  the  bounds  of  each  classis, 
or  congregation,  to  solicit  annual  subscriptions,  to  the 
amount  of  50  cents  or  more,  from  each  subscriber,  in 
addition  to  the  means  already  devised  and  practised 
for  supporting  these  objects,  and  that  such  persons  be 
allowed  seven  per  cent,  of  these  collections,  for  their 
services. 

Whilst  on  this  subject,  your  committee  cannot  for- 
bear^ again  to  notice  the  generous  proffers  of  the 
churches  at  Albany  and  New-Brunswick,  as  stated  in 
.former  acts  of  this  body,  and  that  they  entertain  a  flat- 
tering, yea,  c<3nfident  hope  of  witnessing  a  like  libe- 
rality and  zeal  in  other  churches,  possessing  ample 
means.  They  are  particularly  encouraged  in  this  hope 
from  a  growing  interest,  which  appears  more  and  more 
to  obtain,  in  New- York,  in  promoting  the  prosperity  of 
the  theological  schooll at  New-Brunswick.  Your  com- 
mittee do  hereby  recommend  to  Synod  respectfully 
to  apply  to  the  consistories  of  the  churches,  in  that 
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city,  either  by  donations  from  their  funds,  or  in  any 
other  way,  to  contribute  to  the  promotion  of  an  object 
so  essentially  connected  with  the  welfare  of  tlie  lie- 
formed  Dutch  Church. 

5.  Your  committee  further  report,  that  they  are  in- 
formed that  the  sum  of  SiOOO/has  been  bequeathed  by 
Miss  Rebecca  Knox,  late  a  member  of  tl»e  Reforaied 
Dutch  Church  in  Philadelphia,  under  the  care  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Brodhead,  to  the  theological  institution;  to 
be  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  of  Queen's  Col- 
lege, for  the  benefit  of  indigent  students.  Your  com- 
mittee are  informed,  that  the  late  Rev.  Elias  Van 
Biinschooten,  (whose  pious  liberality,  tliis  church  will 
ever  ht  Id  i  i  grateful  remembrance)  has,  by  his  last  will  / 
and  testament,  bequeathed  to  the  institution,  of  his 
property,  in  addition  to  what  he  had  before  given. 
Your  committee,  however,  can  give  no  precise  or  sf)e- 
cific  account  of  the  amount,  6lc.  of  said  bequest,  but 
feel  authorised  merely  to  state  the  fact. 

6.  Whereas  it  appears  thit  the  annual  collections  in 
the  churches,  for  the  profess(»ral  fund,  are  but  partial- 
ly attended  to,  and  that  a  large  number  of  conarega- 
tions  are  habitually  delinquent,  the  comn)ittee  recom- 
mend, that  this  Synod  earnestly  urge  an  allenlion  to 
this  business,  and  require  of  each  classis  distinctly  to 
insert  in  their  minutes,  such  congregati<jns,  as  may  ei- 
ther be  unwilling  or  remiss  on  tliis  subject,  to  Itie  end 
that  it  may,  through  that  channel,  be  brought  up  to  the 
view  of  the  higher  judicatories. 

7.  The  followi:ig  plan  of  a  7  h  ological  College,  to 
be  formed  by  a  union  between  (Queen's  Ccdiege  and 
the  Professorate,  has  been  under  the  serious  considera 
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lion  of  the  committee,  and  they  beg  leave  to  lay  it  be- 
fore the  Synod. 

"  Plan  of  a  Tlieological  College,  to  be  formed  by  a 
"  u'li  «n  between  Q,ueen's  College,  and  the  Profes- 
"  sorate. 

"  1.  Let  this  College, Vhen  formed,  have,  for  its  ob- 
"  ject,  primarily,  the  education  of  young  men  for  the 
**  Gospel  Ministry.  For  securing  this  object,  the  reli- 
"  gion  of  the  scriptures,  as  explained  in  the  Belgic  Con- 
"  fession  of  Faith  and  Heidelbergh  Catechism,  shall  be 
*'  the  basis  of  all  the  instruction  given  in  this  institu- 
"  tion.  The  teachers,  if  not  clergymen,  must  be  pro- 
"  ffssors  of  religion,  or,  at  least,  must  subscribe  their 
"  assent  to  the  d')ctrines  contained  in  the  above  men- 
"  tioned  confession  and  catechism. 

**  2.  As  it  is  not  probable  that  so  many  youth,  de- 
"  signed  for  the  ministry,  will  offer  themselves  for  ad- 
"  mission  in  this  College,  as  to  occupy  the  time  and 
*'  exersise  the  talents  of  the  teachers ;  let  a  select  num- 
*•  ber,  designed  for  any  other  pn  ►fession  (say,  20,  30,  40, 
"  50)  be  admitted,  speciali  gratia,  who  shall  be  subject 
"  to  all  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  College.  The 
"  age  at  which  students  are  to  be  admitted,  to  be  not 
"  less  than  14  years. 

"  3.  Let  there  be  four  professors  who  shall  be  ap- 
"  pointed  as  fallows  : 

"  1 .  The  professor  of  theology,  by  the  General  Sy~ 
"  nod  of  the  church,  which  appointment  the  trustees 
"  shall  approve. 

"  2.  The  professor  of  Biblical  Criticism,  in  the  same 
"  way. 

"  3.  The  professor  of  Ecclesiastical  History,  in  the 
**  same  way. 
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"  4.  The  professor  of  IMalhematics,  &c.  by  tlie  Irus- 
"  tees  alone. 

"  5.  Let  the  three  Theological  professors  be  thus 
"  appointed  by  General  Synod,  who  shall  specify  their 
"  departments  in  theological  studies  ;  their  other  ser- 
"  vices  to  be  regulated  by  llie  trustees. 

"  6.  Let  the  two  funds  be  Intended  in  one,  with  an  un- 
"  derstanding  that  Synod  will  raise,  annually,  half  the 
"  support  of  the  professors  whom  they  appoint." 

Your  committee  are  fully  impressed  with  the  utili- 
ty of  such  a  plan,  as  calculated  to  answer  the  great  end 
contemplated  by  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  in  fur- 
nishing the  churches  with  a  pious  and  able  ministry. 
On  the  expediency  of  immediately  taking  measures,  in 
so  important  a  matter,  necessarily  involving  great  al- 
terations in  the  present  plan,  subsisting  between  the 
trustees  and  this  Synod  ;  they  forbear  to  express  a  de- 
cided opinion  :  But  they  recommend  it  to  the  serious 
attention  of  Synod,  and  suggest  the  propriety  of  ap- 
pointing a  committee  to  lay  the  above  plan  before  the 
trustees  of  Q,ueen's  College,  for  their  consideration. 
All  nhich  is  submitted, 

.TORN  M.  BRADFORD,  Chairman, 

jResolved,  That  at  nine  o'clock,  on  Tuesday  morning. 
Synod  will  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  an  addition- 
al professor;  that  the  Rev.  John  Schureman,  Dr.  Solo- 
mon Freeligh,  James  S.  Cannon,  and  Dr.  John  Bassett, 
be  considered  as  nominated  for  such  appointment ;  and 
that  the  election  shall  be  by  ballot. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  elect 
an  additional  professor,  and  on  counting  the  ballots,  it 
appeared  that  the  Rev.  JOHN  SCHUREMAiN,  was 
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elected  professor  of  Pastoral  Theology,  and  Ecclesias- 
tical History. 

Resolvedy  That,  a  special  corrmiittee  be  appointed  to 
select  suitable  persons  in  each  congregation  or  classis, 
to  make  the  collections  contemplated  in  the  above  re- 
port, and,  also,  U'  digest  a  plan  for  the  direction  of  such 
persons  in  general,  and  especially  as  to  the  payment, 
and  transmission  of  monies;  and  that  the  Rev.  IVIessrs. 
Stephen  N.  Rowan,  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford,  and  John 
J.  Christie,  be  said  committee. 

This  special  committee  reported,  and  their  report, 
having  been  amended,  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

The  special  committee  appointed  to  select  collectors 
of  monies,  and  to  present  a  plan  for  their  direction,  re- 
port : 

That  they  recommend  the  following  as  suitable  per- 
sons to  be  appointed  by  this  Synod,  to  take  up  subscrip- 
tions, &c.  within  the  bounds  of  the  different  classes. 
For  the  Classis  of  Nav-  York, 

Rev.  Messrs.  Stephen  N.  Rowan,  and  Selah  S. 
Woodhull,  and  the  Elders,  Dr.  Peter  Wilson,  and  Mr. 
Isaac  L.  Kip. 

For  the  Classis  of  Long-Island. 

Rev.'  Dr.  John  Bassett,  Peter  I.  Van  Pelt,  Jacob 
Schoonmaker  and  David  S.  Bogart. 

For  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 

Rev.  Messrs.  John  Cornelison,  James  V.  C.  Romeyn, 
Cornelius  T.  Demarest,  Jacob  T.  Field,  and  Staats 
Van  Santvoord. 

For  the  Classis  of  Paramus, 

Rev.  Messrs.  Nicholas  Lansing,  W  ilhelmus  Eltinge, 
John  I.  Christie,  and  James  Demarest. 
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For  the  Clossis  of  New-Brunswick, 
Rev.  Messrs.  James  S.  Cannon,  and  Charles  Harden- 
bergh,  and  Messrs.  Jacob  R.  Hardenbergh  and  Martin 
Sciienck. 

For  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  Messrs.  Jacob  Brodhead,  Peter  Steddiford,  and 
Peter  Labagli,  and  the  Elders,  Messrs.  Frederic  Errin- 
ger,  and  INicholas  AVilliamson. 

For  the  Classis  of  Albany. 
Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford,  Rev.  Messrs.  .Tacob  Yan 
V^echten,  John  De  Witt,  Gilbert  R.  Livingston,  and 
Mr.  Christian  Miller. 

For  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. 
Rev.  Messrs.  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler,  Thomas  De  Witt, 
Cornelius  D.  Westbrook,  and  Herman  Vedder. 
For  the  Classis  of  Ulster, 
Rev.  Messrs.  Henry  Polhemus,  Moses  Fraeligh,  Pe- 
ter S.  Wynkoop,  and  John  H.  Carle. 

For  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer, 
Rev.  Messrs.  Jacob  Sickles,  Ralph  A.  Westervelt, 
Peter  Van  Beuren,  Philip  Duryea,  and  Stephen  Ostran- 
der. 

For  the  Classis  of  Montgomery. 
Rev.  Messrs.  Winslow  Paige,  Abraham  Van  Home, 
David  Devoe,  John  Jacob  Wack,  and   Coenrad  Ten 
Eyck. 

Your  committee  also  recommend  the  followino:  re- 
solutions : 

Rcsolvcdy  That  it  be  considered  as  the  duty  of  the 
above  named  persons,  to  visit  every  family  within  the 
bounds  of  their  respective  classes  ;  to  solicit  from  them 
donations,  and  subscriptions,  to  the  amount  of  fifty 
cents,  and  upwards ;  to  receive  the  money  at  the  tiine 
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of  subscription,  and  to  deposit  it  in  any  bank  most  con- 
venient to  them,  in  the  name  of  Isaac  L.  Kip,  special 
treasurer  of  General  Synod,  and  that  the  certificate  of 
such  deposit,  be  transmitted  to  Mr.  Kip,  so  as  to  enable 
him  to  draw  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  special  treasurer  of  General  Sy- 
nod be  directed  to  keep  a  distinct  account  of  monies  re- 
ceived from  this  source. 

Resolvedy  That  the  different  classical  committeeg 
above  appointed,  be  requested  to  commence  their  col- 
lections, by  the  1st  of  .Tuly  ;  and  that  it  be,  and  hereby 
is  earnestly  recommended  to  them,  to  use  due  dili- 
gence in  the  discharge  of  a  trust  so  importatit  and  es- 
sential to  the  establishment  of  our  theoloolcal  school, 
and  the  best  interests  ©f  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 

And  as  the  minutes  of  General  Synod  may  not  be 
published  in  time  to  inform  these  committees  of  their 
appointment,  and  as  there  may  be  disappointments,  ow- 
ing to  the  deaths  or  inability,  of  the  above  named  per- 
sons,  to  serve  on  these  committees,  your  committee, 
further  recommend,  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolvedy  That  the  clerks  of  the  present  session,  no- 
tify the  above  named  persons  of  their  appointment, 
and  of  the  present  plan,  through  the  delegates  of  the 
respective  classes. 

Resolvedy  That  the  respective  classes,  in  case  any  of 
the  above  mentioned  persons  should  decline,  or  be  una- 
ble to  attend  to  the  duties  of  their  appointment,  be  re- 
quested to  appoint  pious  and  zealous  men  in  their  stead. 
All  which  is  submitted, 

STEPHEN  N.  ROWAN,  Chairman, 

Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  be  appointed,  on 
behalf  of  this  Synpd,  to  confer  with  the  board  of  trus- 
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tees  of  Queen's  College,  on  the  subject  of  the  plan  sug- 
gested by  the  committee  on  the  Professorate,  and  adopt- 
ed by  this  Synod  ;  that  this  committee,  \h  case  of  this 
plan  being  substantially  adopted  by  the  said  trustees, 
shall  forthwith  transmit  information  of  the  same,  to  the 
president  of  this  Synod,  who  is  hereby  empowered  and 
directed  to  call  an  extra  meeting  of  this  S)nod,  to  take 
measures  to  carry  the  said  plan  into  immediate  operation  ; 
and  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoller,  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
Rowan  and  Woodhull,  and  the  Elders,  Messrs.  Gilbert 
and  Yeghte,  be  the  said  committee* 

The  Rev.  John  Schureman  declared  his  acceptance  of 
the  appointment  of  Professor  of  Pastoral  Theology,  and 
Ecclesiastical  History,  in  the  Theological  School,  and 
his  resignation  of  his  office  as  one  of  the  board  of  supers 
intendants. 

Resolvedi  That  his  resignation  be  accepted,  and  that 
Synod  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  person  to  supply  the 
vacancy  in  the  board  of  superintendants,  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  the  Rev.  John  Schureman,  and  on 
counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  Rev.  Jacob 
Brodhead  was  chosen. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

Students  in  Theology, 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVL 

Church  Fisitation* 
Nothing  occurred. 
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ARTICLE  XVIL 

Frtvailwg  Sins. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVIII. 

Missions. 

The  coinmittee  on  Missions  reported,  and  their  re- 
port, having  been  amended,  was  adopted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

The  committee  on  Missions  report : 

That,  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  importance 
of  the  missionary  cause,  they  have  sought  information 
from  all  the  sources  within  their  power.  From  an  exam- 
ination of  the  minutes  of  the  standing  committee  of  mis- 
sions, they  can  state,  for  the  information  of  Synod,  that 
the  Rev.  John  Duryea,  has  been  paid  by  them  the  sum 
of  ^150,  for  Services  performed  in  the  year  1812,  during 
a  tour  of  four  months,  but  in  what  part  of  the  church,  is 
not  menti(jned.  In  1814,  the  Rev.  John  Duryea  was 
employed  by  the  committee,  for  two  months,  in  the  wes- 
tern parts  of  this  state,  and  has  been  paid  the  sum  of 
JS40  for  his  services. 

From  the  account  current,  with  the  standing  commit- 
tee of  Missions,  between  June  2d,  1812,  and  January 
23d,  1815,  laid  on  the  table  of  Synod,  by  the  treasurer, 
it  appears  that  there  is  a  balance  of  S3 15,63  due  the  com- 
mittee ;  that  the  amount  of  monies  received,  for  the  mis- 
sionary fund,  since  June,  1812,  is  $88,32,  and  the  amount 
paid  out,  $400,83.  Among  the  it(  m  =  of  expenditure, 
it  is  found  that  the  sum  of  SI 52,28,  has  been  paid  for 
the  pri/  tng  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  session,  of  Gene- 
ral Synod,     Your  committee  do,  ihercfore,   recommend 


to  this  Syno-il  that  the  sum  above  mentioned  be  refund- 
ed as  so'-n  as  possible. 

All  tvhich  is  respectfully  submitted, 

P.  I.  VAN   PELT,  Chairman, 

Jies^ived,  That  the  standing  committee  of  missions  be 
instructed,  besides  presentinj^  a  copy  of  their  minutes  to 
General  Synod,  also  to  make  an  annual  report,  including 
a  minute  statement  of  their  missionary  ground,  their 
prospects,  and  such  accounts  and  opinions  relative  to  fu- 
ture missions,  as  they  shall  deem  advisable  and  useful  to 
communicate  to  General  Synod. 

Resolved  further.  That  the  said  committee  be  hereaf- 
ter at  liberty  to  employ  missionaries  in  any  parts  of  this, 
and  the  neighboring  states,  as  well  as  in  the  province  of 
Upper  Canada. 

Bes'dved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bradford,  and  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Jacob  Van  Vechten,  Robert  Bronk,  and  John  De 
Witt,  and  the  Elders,  Messrs.  Abraham  Van  Vechten, 
John  N.  Bleeckcr,  Elbert  Willett,  and  Leonard  Ganse- 
voort,  Jun.  be  the  standing  committee  of  missions. 

ART  CLE  XIX. 

Wido'iv''s  Fund. 
'Nothing  occurred, 

ARTICLE  XX. 

Particularia. 

Fesolved,  Th<it,  hereafter,  a  new  Lemma  be  inserted,  to 
be  called  "  Synodical  Archives." 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  receive 
all  monies  brought  up  to  this  Synod,  for  defrayins^  the 
expenses,  and  to  report  to  this  Synod,  as  soon  as  conven- 
ient ;  and  that  the  Rev.  James  V.  C.  Romeyn,  and  Pe^ 
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ter  Labagh,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  William  W.  Gilbert,  be 
the  said  committee.  This  committee  reported,  and  their 
report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  receive  monies  for  de- 
fraying expenss  report,  that  no  monies  have  been  placed 
in  their  hands  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  members 
composing  this  body. 

JAMES  V.  C.  ROMEYN,  Chairman, 

Besolvedy  That  the  minutes  of  General  Synod  of  1797, 
an  case  they  can  be  discovered,  and  provided  this  does 
not  occur,  e>  tracts  from  the  minutes,  which  are  in  the 
possession  of  Synod,  be  recorded  in  their  proper  place  ; 
and  that  such  rules  and  orders,  as  the  stated  clerk  may 
((jeem  important,  be  printed  as  part  of  the  Appendix 
to  the  minutes  of  the  present  session. 

Whereas  the  classis  of  Ulster  have,  in  their  last  statis- 
tical repprts,  exhibited  a  statement  of  the  congregation  of 
Kingston,  from  which  it  appears  that  said  classis  still 
consider  that  minister  4nd  congregation  to  be  in  their  con- 
nexion : 

And  whereas  the  General  Synod  have  formally  dis- 
jsolvcd  the  connexion  between  the  classis  of  Ulster,  and 
transferred  the  said  minister  and  congregation  to  the  clas- 
sis of  Pougnkeepsie,  with  which  it  is  connected,  pursu- 
ant to  the  above  resolution  of  Synod  :  Therefore,  resolv- 
ed, that  this  Synod  consider  the  dissolution  between  the 
classis  of  Ulster,  and  the  minister  and  congregation  of 
Kingston  final  and  coipplete,  and  thro'  the  medium  of 
the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  order  the  classis  of  Ulster 
to  erase  Mr.  Gosman's  name  from  the  list  of  their  minisr 
ters,  and  the  congregation  of  Kingston,  from  the  list  of 
their  congregations. 

Resolved^  That  the  Rev.  Stephen  N,  Rowan,  Selah  S 


Woodhull,  and  Dr.  Philip  Milledoller,  be  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  contract  with  a  printer 
to  publish,  undtr  their  inspection,  a  new  edition  of  the 
constitution  and  t  xplanatory  articles  of  the  Reformed 
Protestant  Dutch  Church,  with  an  appendix,  containing 
the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  General  Synod,  amending 
or  altering  any  of  the  rules  of  church  government,  as  well 
as  all  additional  rules  and  orders  now  in  force. 

The  stated  clerk  made  the  following  report,  which  was 
accepted  : 

The  stated  clerk  reports,  that  he  has  examined  the 
trunk,  committed  to  his  inspection,  and  finds  that  it  con- 
tains nothing  but  papers  and  records  of  the  former  classis 
of  Hackensack,  dissolved  by  the  formation  of  the  classes 
of  Bergen  and  Paramus.  He  requests  instruction  con- 
cerning the  disposition  of  these  records. 

JOHN  M.  BRADFORD,  Stated  Cn. 

Ordered  J  That  the  above  named  papers  be  deposited 
among  the  Archives  of  Synod. 

Several  gentlemen  informed  the  Synod,  that  as  a  testi- 
mony of  the  high  respect  which  they  entertain  for  the 
Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  Livingston,  they  have  requested  him 
to  permit  Mr.  Ames,  of  the  city  of  Albany,  to  take  his 
portrait,  which  they  design  to  present  to  the  board  of  su* 
perintendants,  for  preservation  in  the  Theological  Hall  in 
New-Brunswick. 

Resolved  unanimously^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod 
be  presented  to  those  gentlemen,  and  that  they  have  liber- 
ty to  deposit  said  portrait  in  the  Theological  Hall. 

Besolvedf  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  churches, 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Synod,  to  unite  with  their 
Christian  brethren,  of  other  denominations,  in  petitioning^ 
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the  congress  of  the  United  States  to  pass  a  law  to  pre- 
vent  the  transportation  and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the 
Lord's  day  ;  and  that  the  following  be  recommended  as 
the  form  of  such  petition  : 

yi  Petition, 
The  undersigned,  inhabitants  of  and 

State  of  beg  leave  to  represent  to  the  hon- 

orable the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  in  Congress  assembled :  That  in  the  opin- 
ion of  your  petitioners,  the  transportation  and  opening  of 
the  mail,  on  the  Lord's  day,  is  inconsistent  with  the  pro- 
per observance  of  that  sacred  day,  injurious  to  the  mo- 
rals of  the  nation,  and  provokes  the  judgments  of  the  Ru* 
ler  of  Nations.  We  perceive  from  the  report  of  the  Post- 
Master-General,  on  this  subject,  at  your  last  session,  that 
it  is  his  opinion,  that  when  peace  shall  arrive^  the  necessi- 
ty of  carrying  and  opening  the  mail  on  the  Lord's  day, 
willgi  eatly  diminish.  While,  therefore,  we  congratulate 
you  on  the  return  of  peace,  we  approach  you  with  confi- 
dence, and  beseech  you  to  take  this  subject  into  your  se- 
rious consideration,  and  enact  such  laws,  as  you,  in  your 
wisdom,  may  deem  necessary  for  the  removal  of  this  evil. 
And  we,  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever 
pray, 

ARTICLE  XXL 

Questorate. 

Resolved,  That  the  Questor  pay  the  expenses  incurred 
by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Schureman  and  Hardenbergh  as  del- 
egates to  the  German  Synod,  amounting  to  S  14,50. 

Retolvedy  That  the  president  give  an  order  on  thti 
Questor  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  printing  the 
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minutes  of  General  Synod  in  1814,  and  1815,  and  thatirt 
case  the  monies  in  his  hands  are  not  sufficient,  each  con- 
sistory be  requested  to  pay  25  cents  for  each  copy  they 
receive  from  the  stated  clerk. 

ARTICLE  XXII, 

PaUoral  Letter* 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXIIL 

^  Resumption  and  Close. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Resolved^  That  the  stated  clerk  publish  and  distribute 
among  the  churches  one  thousand  copies  of  the  minutes 
of  this  Synod  duly  authenticated. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 

Afljournment. 

Synod  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  city  of   New- York  on 

the  first  Wednesday  of  June,  A.  D.  1816. 

JNO.  SCHUREMAN,  President, 

J.  FONDA,       I  ^ 

J.  DE  WITT.  3  ^''^^'^•^• 

S.  S.  WOODHULL,  Permanent  Clerk, 

Official  copy  from  the  original  mirutes, 

JOHN  M.  BRADFORD,  Stated  Clerk. 
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ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the    GENERAL    SYNOD    of  the    Reformed 
Dutch  Church  in  North  America, 

Convened  in  Extraordinary  Session,  in  the  City  of 
New-  York,  on  Thursday,  the  twelfth  day  of  Octo^ 
her,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen.  The  Session  continued  from 
the  tvjelfth  day  of  October  to  the  sixteenth  day  of 
October)  inclusive. 

FORMATION  OF  SYNOD. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Opening  of  the  Synod. 

The  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
John  Schureman,  the  President  of  the  General  Synod. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Members  present. 
From  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-  York. 

1 .  From  the  Classis  of  New-  York. 

Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Milledoler,  Stephen  N.  Rowan,  and 
James  M.  Mathews. 

Elders,  Messrs.  William  W.  Gilbert,  James  Strik- 
er, and  Samuel  Delamater. 


2.  From  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 

Rev.  James  V.  C.  Romeyn,  and  John  Demarest. 
Elders,    Messrs.    John   Van  Voorhees,    and  John 
Vreeland. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Paramus. 

Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  James  Demarest,*  and 
John  I.  Christie.* 

4.  From,  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick. 

Rev.  John  Schureman,  John  L.  ZabriskiCjJ  and 
James  S.  Cannon. *1' 

Elders,  Messrs.  Matthias  Lane,  Henry  Van  Arsda- 
len,*  and  Ryneer  Veghte.* 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Long-Island. 

Rev.  Peter  I.  Van  Pelt,  Jacob  Schoonmaker,  and 
Dr.  John  Bassett. 

Elder,  Mr.  Peter  Wyckoff. 

6,  From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  D**.  Jacob  Brodhead,  and  Peter  Labagh. 
Elders,  Messrs.  Frederick  Erringer,||  and  Nicholas 
Williamson. 

From  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Albany. 

Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford,  Robert  Bronk,  and 
John  De  Witt. 

*  Appeared  on  the  2d  day  of  the  session,  f  Rev.  Jesse  Fonda,  the  delegate 
primamts,  appeared  on  the  3d  day  of  the  session,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
place  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cannon.  |  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  3d  day  of 
the  session. 

fl  Obtained  leave  of  absence  from  the  4th  day  of  session 
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Elders,    Messrs.    Stephen   Van    Rensselaer,    and 
Philip  S.  Schuyler. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. 

Rev.  Cornelius  D.  Westbrook,  and  John  Gosraan. 
Elders,  Messrs.   Richard  Rapelje,    and  Henry  H. 
Schoonmaker. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster. 
Rev.  Henry  Polhemus,  and  Peter  A.  Overbagh. 
Elder,  Mr.  Josiah  R.  Elting. 

4.  From  -he  Classis  of  Rensselaer, 
Rev.  Jacob  Sickles,  and  Philip  Duryea. 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Montgomery. 
None  appeared. 

ARTICLE  III. 
Moderators. 

Rev.  John  Schureman,  President. 

Rev.  Dr.  Jacob  Brodhead,  Adsessor. 

Rev.  John  De  Witt  and  Jesse  Fonda,  Clerks  pro 
tempore. 

Rev.  Jesse  Fonda  having  obtained  leave  of  absence 
on  the  third  day  of  the  session.  Rev.  Stephen  N.  Rovsr- 
an  was  appointed  Clerk  in  his  stead. 

ACTS  OF  SYNOD. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Communications. 
The  President  informed  the  Synod,  that  the  com- 
mittee, appointed  at  the  last  session,  to  confer  with 


the  board  of  trustees  of  Queen's  College,  had  transmit- 
ted information,  that  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Synod , 
in  relation  to  a  Theological  College,  had  been  sub- 
stantially adopted  by  that  board.  In  consequence  of 
this  infoiQiatioa,  and  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  the 
Synod,  he  had  called  this  extra  meeting,  to  take  raea- 
sares  to  carry  the  said  plan  into  immediate  operation. 

The  above  mentioned  committee  of  conference  re- 
ported, and  their  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  The  committee,  appointed  by  the  General  Synod 
'•'  at  their  last  session,  to  confer  with  the  board  of  trus- 
"  tees  of  Queen's  College,  on  the  subject  of  the  plan 
"  of  a  Theological  College, 
"  Report, 

"  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  in  consequence  of 
"  the  serious  illness  of  one  of  his  family,  was  not  able 
"  to  attend  to  the  business  of  the  committee  ;  but  the 
"  other  members,  agreeably  to  their  instructions,  met 
'^  at  New-Brunswick,  on  the  18th  of  July,  1815  ;  that 
*'  they  proceeded  to  execute  the  duties  of  their  appoint- 
"  ment ;  and  that  by  the  authenticated  extract  from 
*'  the  minutes  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Queen's  Col- 
"  lege,  herewith  presented,  it  appears,  that  the  said 
"  trustees  have  acceded  to  and  adopted  the  plan  of  a 
"  Theological  College  submitted  to  them,  as  adopted 
"^  by  General  Synod. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted , 
"  STEPHEN  N.  ROWAN,  ^ 
"  S.  S.  WOODHULL,  !  ^ 

>  Committee.. 

"  Wm.  W.  GILBERT,  ( 

"  RYNEER  VEGHTE,         j 
''  NeW'Bnmswick,  July  I8th,  1815." 


The  following  is  the  extract  referred  to  in  the  above 
report,  viz  : 

"  College  Hall,  New -Brunswick, 
''  July  \Sth,  1815. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  plan  of  a  Theological  College, 
"  to  be  formed  by  a  union  between  Queen's  College 
''  and  the  Professorate,  as  laid  before  this  board,  by 
•'  the  committee  of  the  General  Synod,  be  and  the 
"  same  is  hereby  acceded  to  and  adopted. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  James  S.  Cannon  and 
"  Peter  Labagh,  and  Jacob  R.  Hardenbergh,  Esq.  be  a 
"  committee  to  attend  the  General  Synod  at  their  next 
"  meeting,  to  carry  the  plan  into  a  more  formal  and 
"  detailed  operation. 

"  Extract  f 7' om  the  minutes, 

''  J.  R.  HARDENBERGH,  Clk.  p.  t." 

The  following  communication  was  also  received,  viz : 

'*  Board  of  Trustees  of  Queen's  College, 
Sept.  26th,   1815. 
''  Resolved,  That  James  Schureman,  Esq.  and  the 
'  Rev.  W.   Eltinge,  be  added  to  the  committee  ap- 
'^  pointed  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  General  Synod. 

"  Extract  froin  the  minutes, 

"  Wm.  P.  DEARE,  Clk.  of  the  Board. 

ARTICLE   XIV. 

Professorate. 
Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  of  the  several  committees  appointed  at  the  last 
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session  to  take  up  collections  throughout  the  Church, 
as  to  their  progress  and  success ;  and  that  the  Rev.  Jameb 
V.  C.  Romeyn,  Jacob  Sickles  and  John  DeWitt,  be  the 
said  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the 'Rev.  Drs.  Philip  Milledoler  and 
Jacob  Brodhead,  and  the  Rev.  Stephen  N.  Rowan,  and 
the  Elders  Messrs.  Gilbert  and  Erringer  be  a  committee, 
to  confer  ^v  ith  the  committee  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
Queen's  College,  on  the  plan  for  blending  the  Theologi- 
cal and  Literary  Schools  at  New-Brunswick ;  and  that 
they  be  authorised  to  present  such  details  of  said  plan  to 
General  Synod,  as  may  appear  necessary  for  carrying  the 
same  into  complete  and  immediate  operation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford  and 
James  M.  Mathews,  be  added  to  the  above  committee  of 
conference. 

The  special  committee  appointed  to  inquire  of  the  se- 
veral committees  appointed  to  take  up  collections  through- 
out the  Church,  as  to  their  progress  and  success,  report- 
ed, "  That  the  means  of  obt^ning  suitable  and  sufficient 
"  information  on  the  subject  are  very  limited ;  as  far, 
"  however,  as  they  can  learn,  the  prospect  in  many  places, 
"  particularly  in  our  cities,  is  very  favorable ;  and  such 
"  as  should  encourage  us  to  persevere  in  the  proposed 
"  system  ;  the  sums  collected  by  each  committee  cannot 
"  now  be  ascertained,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  some 
"  of  the  committees. 

«  JAMES  V.  C.  ROMEYN,  Chair'n." 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  committee 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Queen's  College,  reported, 
and  their  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  com- 


"  mittec  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Queen's  College,  re. 
"  port  that  they  have  conferred  with  the  committee  of  the 
"  board  of  trustees,  on  the  business  to  them  referred^. 
*'  and  offer  the  following  plan  as  the  result  of  that  confer- 
*'  ence. 

**  All  which  is  submitted^ 

"  P.  MILLEDOLER,  Chair'n." 

The  plan,  after  being  amended,  was  adopted^  and  is 
as  follows,  viz. 

Details  of  the  plan  of  a  Theological  College  to  be  form- 
ed by  a  union  between  Queen's  College  and  the  Pro- 
fessorate. 

I.  Object  of  the  Institution. 

This  College  shall  have  for  its  object,  primarilyy  the 
education  of  young  men  for  the  Gospel  Ministry. 

II.  The  number  and  appointment  of  Professors. 

1.  In  this  institution,  there  shall  be  four  Professors. 

1st.  A  Professor  of  Systematic  Theology  ; 

2d.  A  Professor  of  Ecclesiastical  History,  Church 
Government  and  Pastoral  Duties  ; 

3d.  A  Professor  of  Biblical  Criticism ; 

Ath.  A  Professor  of  Mathematics  and  Natural  Phi- 
losophy. 

2.  These  professors  shall  be  appointed  in  the  manner 
following,  viz. 

The  professors  of  Systematic  Theology,  of  Ecclesias- 
tical History,  and  of  Biblical  Criticism,  by  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  tvhich  appoint- 
ment the  trustees  shall  approve ;  and  the  professor  of  Ma- 
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themat'ics  and  Natural  Philosophy  by  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  Queen's  College  alone. 

3.  The  three  professors  appointed  by  the  General  Sy- 
nod must  be  ministers  of  the  gospel ;  and  the  professor 
appointed  by  the  board  of  trustees  must  be  a  professor  of 
religion,  or  at  least  must  subscribe,  as  well  as  the  other 
professors,  to  the  doctrines  contained  in  the  Belgic  Con- 
fession of  Faith  and  Heidelbergh  Catechism. 

4.  Every  professor  intending  to  resign,  shall  give  six 
months  notice  to  the  board  of  superintendents  ;  who  shall 
be  authorised,  in  case  of  his  resignation  or  removal  bjr 
death,  during  the  recess  of  Synod,  to  employ  some  per- 
son or  persons  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  professorship. 

5.  Any  professor,  excepting  the  present  professor  of 
Systematic  Theology,  declining  or  refusing  to  discharge 
the  duties  assigned  him  by  this  plan,  shall  be  considered 
as  resigning  his  professorship ;  and  the  General  Synod 
and  the  board  of  trustees  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  the 
choice  of  a  professor  in  his  stead,  conformably  to  the 
principles  of  the  present  plan. 

6.  The  General  Synod  will  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a 
professor  of  Biblical  Criticism,  as  soon  as  sufficient  mo- 
nies shall  be  realised  from  the  present  and  future  collec- 
tions, for  his  support* 

III.  Duties  of  the  Professors  in  the  Literary  Depart- 

mtnt. 

1.  The  professor  of  Systematic  Theology  is  required 
to  teach  in  the  Literary  Department,  Moral  Philosophy, 
Logic  and  the  Philosophy  of  the  Human  Mind. 

2.  The  professor  of  Ecclesiastical  History,  8tc.  is  re- 
quired to  teach  Belles  Lettres,  Roman  and  Grecian  anti- 
quities, General  History,  Composition  and  Elocution. 
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3.  The  professor  of  Biblical  Criticism  is  required  to 
teach  the  Greek  and  Latin  Languages. 

IV.    Duties  of  the  Professors   in  the  Theological  De- 
partment. 

Each  professor  shall  deliver  at  least  two  lectures  in 
every  week  to  the  Theological  students,  and  accompany 
them  with  prayer  at  the  commencement  and  close. 

V.  Salaries  of  the  Professors. 

1.  The  salary  of  each  of  the  professors  shall  for  the 
present  be  fourteen  hundred  dollars ;  and  hereafter  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  General  Synod  and  the  board  of  trustees. 

2.  The  Synod  shall  pay  annually  half  the  salaries  of 
the  professors  whom  they  appoint ;  and  the  board  of  trus- 
tees shall  pay  the  other  half ;  on  condition  of  their  per- 
forming such  duties  in  the  literary  department  as  are  as- 
signed them  in  this  plan. 

3.  As  the  present  venerable  Professor  was  called  in 
faith  of  receiving  his  salary  from  the  proceeds  of  the  fund 
already  put  into  the  hands  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
Queen's  College,  in  trust  for  the  support  of  a  Theologi- 
cal professorship  in  said  College ;  the  proceeds  of  those 
funds,  so  far  as  they  will  go,  are  to  be  considered  as 
pledged  for  his  support,  as  long  as  he  retains  the  office  of 
professor  of  Theology  ;  the  deficiency  to  be  made  up  by 
the  General  Synod,  out  of  the  monies  collected  under 
their  order  of  June,  1815. 

4.  The  Synod  declare  that  after  Dr.  Livingston  shall 
cease  to  receive  the  proceeds  of  the  present  Professorate 
funds,  the  said  proceeds  shall  be  employed  by  this  Sy- 
nod, in  payment  of  their  half  of  the  salaries  of  the  profess- 
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ors  whom  they  shall  appoint  in  the  Theological  College  at 
New-Brunswick. 

5.  All  monies  now  raised  or  hereafter  accruing  to  Sy- 
nod, from  collections  under  the  order  of  June,  1815,  re- 
lating to  the  Theological  professorate,  shall  be  employed 
by  them  for  the  fulfilment  of  their  part  of  the  contract 
with  the  board  of  trustees  for  the  payment  of  the  profes- 
sors ;  it  being  understood,  that  the  monies  hereafter  col- 
lected in  New- Jersey  for  the  Theological  College,  belong 
to  the  board  of  trustees,  and  are  to  be  employed  by  them 
for  the  fulfilment  of  their  part  of  the  contract  with  the 
General  SjTiod ;  and  it  being  further  understood,  that  this 
arrangement  does  not  preclude  Synod  from  taking  up  at 
any  time  collections  in  all  their  Churches  for  the  ordinary 
purposes  of  Synod. 

6.  All  the  monies  collected  by  the  General  Synod  shall 
be  at  their  own  disposal. 

VI.  Students. 

1.  The  age  at  which  students  are  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Literary  department,  shall  not  be  less  than  fourteen 
years. 

2.  The  time  and  course  of  study  in  the  Theological 
department,  shall  not  be  less  than  three  years. 

3.  Theological  students  at  the  expiration  of  three  years 
of  regular  stud}'',  shall  be  admitted  to  an  examination,  to 
be  conducted  by  the  professors  before  the  board  of  super- 
intendents, and  as  the  case  may  require,  be  continued 
longer  in  the  school,  or  furnished  with  a  certificate  signed 
by  the  professprs,  which  shall  admit  them  to  an  examina- 
tion for  licensure. 

4.  The  students  of  Theology  shall,  after  the  first  year. 
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present  to  the  professors,  at  least  once  every  month,  a 
lecture  or  sermon  upon  such  subjects  as  the  professors 
shall  appoint ;  they  shall  deliver  before  the  professors  a 
lecture  or  sermon  once  every  week  in  rotation  ;  and  the 
class  annually  leaving  the  institution,  or  so  many  of  them 
as  the  professors  may  determine,  shall  deliver  sermons  be- 
fore the  board  of  superintendents. 

5.  Every  student,  upon  admission  into  the  Theological 
department,  shall  produce  a  certificate  of  his  membership 
in  some  Protestant  Church,  and  testimonials  of  his  aca- 
demic attainments,  or  submit  to  an  examination  upon 
academic  studies. 

VII.     Faculty  of  the  College. 

1.  The  president,  professors,  and  tutors  of  the  College, 
together  with  three  persons  appointed  by  the  board  of 
trustees  out  of  their  own  body,  shall  constitute  the  facul- 
ty of  the  College. 

2.  The  board  of  trustees  shall  select  from  the  profes- 
sors appointed  by  the  Synod,  the  president  of  the  College. 

3.  In  each  year  there  shall  be  two  vacations  at  such 
times  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  superintendents  and 
board  of  trustees  ;  the  whole  time  of  vacation  in  any  one 
year  not  to  exceed  three  months. 

VIII.    Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  De- 
ffm  partment. 

1.  The  General  Synod  shall  appoint  a  board  of  super- 
intendents, consisting  of  nine  persons,  all  of  whom  shall 
be  members  of  the  Dutch  Church,  to  be  chosen  in  the 
following  manner,  viz  :  From  the  particular  Synod  of  New- 
York,  three  ministers ;  from  the  particular  Synod  of  Al- 
bany, three  ministers :  and  from  the  boai*d  of  trustees  of 
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Queen's  College,  three  ministers.     This  board  shall  be 
chosen  by  ballot  once  in  three  years. 

2.  The  board  of  superintendents  shall  meet  annually  in 
the  professoral  hall ;  and  any  four  members,  when  regu- 
larly convened,  shall  be  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business- 

3.  This  board  shall  open  and  close  all  their  meetings 
with  prayer ;  and  shall  cause  one  sermon  at  least  to  be 
preached  at  every  ordinary  meeting,  either  by  their  pre- 
sident, or  some  other  member  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

4.  This  board  shall  choose  a  president,  stated  clerk, 
and  secretary  ;  keep  minutes  of  all  their  transactions ;  and 
lay  them  with  a  summary  account  of  the  state  of  the 
school,  before  General  Synod,  at  every  stated  meeting. 

5.  The  board  shall  superintend  an  annual  examination 
of  all  the  students,  to  ascertain  their  talents  and  profici- 
ency. 

6.  This  board  shall  be  competent  to  censure  or  remove 
immoral  or  incompetent  students  of  Theology ;  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  doctrines  taught  by  the  professors  ;  to 
regulate  the  general  course  of  study  ;  and  to  recommend 
to  Synod  such  measures  or  changes  as  they  may  think  ad- 
vantageous to  the  school,  and  to  the  general  interests  of 
the  Dutch  Church. 

7.  The  president  of  this  board  shall  be  authorized  to 
call  a  special  meeting,  at  the  written  request  of  any  two 
professors,  or  of  any  two  members,  at  any  time,  on  giv- 
ing four  weeks  previous  notice. 

Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  appear  that,  according  to  the 
details  of  the  above  plan,  the  board  of.  trustees  shall  not 
be  able  to  raise  sufficient  funds  to  defray  their  part  of  the 
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expense  incurred  by  calling  the  different  professors  in  the 
Theological  school — this  Synod  will  assist  them  to  the  ut- 
most of  their  power. 

Resolved^  That  the  permanent  clerk  be,  and  hereby  is 
directed  to  present  to  the  board  of  trustees  of  Queen's 
College,  an  attested  copy  of  the  detailed  plan  of  the  Theo- 
logical College  adopted  by  this  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  monies  collected  or  subscribed, 
under  the  order  of  June,  1815,  ht  funded ;  and  that  Wil- 
liam W.  Gilbert,  Esq.  and  Dr.  Peter  Wilson,  be  associat- 
ed with  the  special  treasurer,  Guisbert  B.  Vroom,  Esq. 
as  a  committee  of  finance  to  carry  this  resolution  into  ef- 
fect. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  committees,  appointed  in 
June,  1815,  to  make  collections  for  the  Theological  In- 
stitution, be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  forthwith  to  ap- 
ply to  every  Consistory  within  the  bounds  of  the  several 
Classes,  (each  committee  to  the  Consistories  of  its  own 
Classis)  and  request  from  them,  in  behalf  of  the  General 
Synod,  such  donations  or  annual  subscriptions,  as  they 
may  be  willing  to  give,  to  aid  the  Synod  in  supporting 
their  professors  of  Theology. 

Resolved,  That  the  professor  of  Ecclesiastical  history^ 
Church  government  and  Pastoral  duties,  be  inaugurated 
into  his  office,  in  the  Dutch  Church,  at  New-Brunswick, 
on  the  3d  Tuesday  in  November,  at  1 1  o'clock,  A.  M : 
and  that,  in  addition  to  the  inaugural  address  to  be  deli- 
vered on  that  occasion  by  the  professor.  Dr.  Milledoler, 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  appointed  to  preside  and  deliver  a  ser- 
mon, and  the  Rev.  James  S.  Cannon  to  deliver  a  charge 
to  the  professor. 
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The  Rev.  John  Schureman,  resigned  his  office  as  jMre-- 
sident  of  this  Synod ;  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jacob  Brodhead, 
was  appointed  in  his  stead. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Schureman  did  then,  agreeably  to  the 
constitution,  and  in  the  presence  of  Synod,  sign  the  for- 
mula appointed  to  be  signed  by  professors  of  Theology. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  De  Witt,  pro  tempore 
clerk,  and  Dr.  Bradford,  be  a  committee  to  draught  a  co- 
py of  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  John 
Schureman,  as  professor  of  Ecclesiastical  history,  Church 
government,  and  Pastoral  duties. 

Dr.  Bradford,  from  the  above  mentioned  committee^ 
reported  the  following  form  of  a  certificate  ;  which  being 
adopted,  was  signed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jacob  Brodhead,  as 
president,  in  the  presence  of  the  Synod,  and  presented 
so  signed  to  professor  Schureman. 

The  following  is  the  Form  of  the  Certificate  ^  viz: 

"  To  the  Rev.  John  Schureman, 

"  The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
"  in  North  America,  reposing  confidence  in  your  piet5'-, 
*'  learning  and  talents,  have  elected  you  a  professor  in 
**  their  Theological  College  at  New-Brunswick.  The 
*'  branches,  in  which  you  are  to  instruct  the  youth  com- 
"  mitted  to  your  charge,  are  Ecclesiastical  history.  Church 
"  government,  and  Pastoral  duties.  The  details  of  your 
*'  duty  will  be  regulated  by  the  faculty  of  the  College. 
"  and  the  board  of  superintendents.  For  the  assumption 
"  of  the  powers  and  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  your 
"  office,  in  the  Theological  department  of  the  College,  this 
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is  your  commission  ;  and  may  the  HEAD  of  the 
"  Church  render  your  labors  useful  and  pleasant. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  Synod, 

JACOB  BRODHEAD,  President." 
"  JVeW'York,  October  I6t/i,  1815." 

ARTICLE  XXI. 

Questorate. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Mr.  Isaac  L.  Kip, 
special  treasurer  of  General  Synod,  requesting  the  Synod 
to  settle  the  per  centage  to  be  allowed  to  their  treasurers. 

Whereupon  resolved^  that  a  special  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  Mr.  Sickles,  the  questor  of  this  Synod, 
and  ascertain  whether  he  will  hereafter  perform  the  duties 
of  questor  gratuitously  ;  and  that  the  Rev.  Stephen  N. 
Rowan,  Peter  I.  Van  Pelt,  and  Cornelius  D.  Westbrook, 
be  the  said  committee. 

Resolved  farther,  that  this  committee  wait  on  Mr.  Kip, 
and  ascertain  whether  he  also  will  hereafter  perform  the 
duties  of  his  office  gratuitously. 

This  special  committee  reported  and  their  report  was 
accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

*'  The  committee  appointed  to  call  on  Messrs.  John  H. 
"  Sickles,  and  Isaac  L.  Kip,  treasurers  of  Synod,  to  know 
"  whether  they  would  serve  without  compensation, 
*'  Report, 

"  That  they  called  on  the  above  mentioned  gentlemen, 
"  and  were  told  by  Mr.  Sickles,  that  he  had  not  receiv- 
*'  ed,  nor  did  he  expect  to  receive  any  compensation  for 
"  his  services  ;  that  Mr.  Kip  informed  them  that  he  would 
"  rather  give  up  his  office  as  treasurer,  altogether ;  but 
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"  if  continued,  would  charge  2~  per  centum  as  a  com- 
*'  pensation  for  his  services. 

"  All  which  is  submitted. 

"  S.  N.  ROWAN,  ) 

"  P.  T.  VAN   PELT,  V   committee. 

"  C.  D.  WESTBROOK,  ) 

Nesolved^  That  Guisbert  B.  Vroom,  Esq.  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  appointed  special  treasurer  of  General  Synod  ;  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  call  on  Isaac  L.  Kip,  for  all 
monies,  books,  papers  and  accounts  belonging  to  Synod, 
which  may  be  in  his  hands,  for  which  he  will  give  Mr. 
Kip  his  receipt. 

Guisbert  B.  Vroom,  Esq.  appeared  in  Synod,  and  de- 
clared his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  special  treasurer  of 
General  Synod. 

Resolved^  That  all  monies,  which,  by  former  resolutions 
of  Synod,  were  payable  to  Isaac  L.  Kip,  be  paid  to  Guis- 
bert B.  Vroorn,  special  treasurer  of  General  Synod. 

Resolved^  That  the  questor  pay  to  Messrs.  Rowan  and 
Woodhull  S12,  for  attending  a  meeting  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Queen's  College,  as  a  committee  of  conference 
from  General  Synod  ;  and  to  the  doorkeeper  S9  1-00. 

Resolved,  That  the  questor  pay  for  the  printing  of  the 
minutes  of  the  present  session  of  Synod,  out  of  any  mo- 
nies which  he  may  have  in  his  hands  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  delegates. 

ARTICLE  XXm. 

Resumption  and  Close. 
The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 
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Resolved^  That  the  stated  clerk  publish  and  distribute 
among  the  Churches  seven  hundred  copies  of  the  minutes 
of  this  Synod,  duly  authenticated. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 

Adjournment. 

Synod  having  finished  the  business  for  which  they  were 
convened,  adjourned.     Concluded  with  prayer. 

JACOB  BRODHEAD,  President. 

JOHN  DE  WITT,  0  ^,    , 

STEPHEN  N.  ROWAN,  5 

S.  S.  WOODHULL,  Per.  Clerk. 
Official  copy  from  the  original  minutes* 

JOHN  M.  BRADFORD,  Stated  Clerk. 
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0/  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
in  North  America ,  convened  in  the  City  of  NeW" 
Vorkf  on  Wednesday  the  5th  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen — The  Session  continued  from  the  5th  day  of 
June  to  the  Idth  day  of  June  inclusive. 

FORMATION  OF  SYNOD. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Opening  of  the  Synod, 

The  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Jacob  Brodhead,  the  President  of  the  last  General  Sy- 
nod, who  preached  on  Wednesday  evening  a  Synodical  ' 
Sermon  on  Psalm  cxxii,  7. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Members  present. 

From  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-  York. 

1 .  From  the  Classis  of  New-  York. 

Rev.  Dr.  Gerardus  A.  Kiiypers,  Thomas  G.  Smith, 
and  Selah  S.  Woodhullt 

Elders,  Messrs.  Henry  Rutgers,  James  Striker,  and 
Elias  Nexsen.* 

t  Rev.  Christian  Bork  took  his  seat  as  Primarius,  on  the  2d  day  of  the  session: 
"^  Took  his  seat  on  the  3d  d»y  of  the  session. 


2.  From  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 

Rev.  John  Cornelison,  Staats  Van  Santvoord,  and 
Cornelius  T.  Demarest.*" 

Elders,  Messrs.  Cornelius  Kip*  and  John  Vreeland.l* 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick. 

Rev.  John  S.  Vredenburgh,  James  S.  Cannon,  and 
Charles  Hardenbergh. 

Elders,  Messrs.  John  Garritson,  Garrit  R.  Garrit- 
son,  and  Benjamin  Arrowsmith. 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Paramus. 

Rev.  Dr.  Solomon  Frailigh,  Stephen  Goetschius,  and 
Wilhelmus  Eltinge. 

Elders,  Messrs.  Matthew  Bogert,  Albert  I.  Zabris- 
kie,  and  Michael  Ryer. 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Long-Island. 

Rev.  Jacob  Schoonmaker,  Peter  I.  Van  Pelt,  and 
John  Eeattie.* 

Elder,  Mr.  Isaac  R.  Houseman. 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Dr.  Jacob  Brodhead,  Peter  Labagh,  and  Peter 
Steddiford. 

Elders,  Messrs.  Philip  Peltz,  and  Peter  Quick. 

From  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany. 

1 .  From  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. 

Rev.  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler,  Thomas  De  Witt,  and 
William  M'Murray, 

Elders,  Messrs.  Isaac  Davis,  Thomas  L  Storm,  and 
Robert  Forrest.  J 

•  Took  bis  seat  on  the  2d  day  of  the  session, 
f  Took  his  seat  on  the  5th  day  of  the  session. 
+  Took  his  seat  on  the  3d  day  of  the  session. 
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2.  From  the  Classis  of  Albany. 

Rev.  Gilbert  R.  Livingston,  Jacob  Van  Vechten,  and 
John  De  Witt.* 
Elders,  Mr.  Cornelius  Z.  Van  Santvoord. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster. 

Rev.  Moses  Frseligh,  and  Peter  D.  Fraeligli.t 
Elders,  Messrs.  William  Crist,  and  John  Conslable.i* 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer. 

Rev.  Jacob  Sickles,  and  Ralph  A.  Westervelt.i' 
Elder,  Mr.  Garrit  Van  Denbergh.t 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Montgomery, 
Rev.  Jacob  A.  H.  Hasbrouck.J|| 

ARTICLE  IIL 

Moderators. 

Rev.  Dr.  Jacob  Brodhead,  was  chosen  President. 
Rev.  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler  was  chosen  Adsessor. 
Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt  and  Jacob  Van  Vechten  were 
chosen  Clerks  pro  tempore. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Reading  of  Minutes. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  ordinary  session,  and  the 
extraordinary  session  of  the  General  Synod  were  read. 

ACTS  OF  SYNOD. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Orders  and  Rides. 
These  were  read. 

*  The  Rev.  Thomas  Romeyti,  the  Primarlus,  took  his  seat  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
De  Witt,  on  the  aftei-noon  of  the  first  day  of  the  session. 
f  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  8th  day  of  the  session. 
\  Took  his  seat  on  the  2d  day  of  the  session. 
II  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on,  the  7th  day  of  thft  session. 
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ARTICLE  II. 

Standing  Committees. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed  : 

Committee  on  the  Professorate,  Rev.  Peter  Labagh, 
Cornelius  C.  Cuyler,  Selah  S.  Woodhull,  James  S. 
Cannon,  and  Wilhelmus  Eltinge  ;  and  the  Elders, 
Messrs.  Henry  Rutgers,  and  Philip  Peltz.  Rev.  Jacob 
Sickels  was  afterward  added  to  this  committee,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  seat  of  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Woodhull  be- 
coming vacant  on  the  arrival  of  the  Primarius,  Rev. 
Christian  Bork. 

Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes,  Rev.  John  Cor- 
nelison,  and  Jacob  Schoonmaker,  and  the  Elder,  Mr, 
James  Striker. 

Committee  on  correspondence,  Rev.  William  M'- 
Murray,  Jacob  Van  Vechten,  and  John  S.  Vreden- 
burgh  ; ,  and  the  Elders,  Messrs.  Matthew  Bogert,  and 
Albert  I.  Zabriskie. 

Committee  on  Missions,  Rev.  Dr.  Solomon  Fraeligh, 
Jacob  Sickels,  Peter  I.  Van  Pelt,  and  Thomas  G. 
Smith  ;  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Isaac  Davis. 

Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion,  Rev.  Dr.  Ge- 
rardus  A.  Kuypers,  Ralph  A.  Westervelt,  Charles  Har- 
denbergh,  and  Staats  Van  Santvoord  ;  and  the  Elder, 
Mr.  Thomas  I.  Storm.  The  Rev.  James  S.  Cannon 
was  afterwards  added  to  this  committee. 

Committee  on  Gravamina,  Rev.  Cornelius  C.  Cuy- 
ler,  Stephen  Goetschius,  Moses  Frseligh,  and  Gilbert 
R.  Livingston  ;  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  John  Garritson. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

Communications. 

The  account  current  of  Mr.  John  N.  Bleecker  was 
received,  and  is  as  follows  : 


Dr.   The  Committee  of  Missions  for  the  Dutch  Church, 
in  account  current  with  John  N.  Bleecker,         Cr, 

1815. 
June  6.     By  balance  due  the  committee  as  per  account 
transmitted  to  the  General  Synod  at  their 
session  the  6th  June,  1815,  S315  63 

8.     By  cash  received  of  John  H.  Sickels,  100 

1816. 
March  28.  By  cash  received  from  the  Rev.  William 

M'Murray,  36     6 

June     3.     By  balance  due  the  committee,  &451   69 

Albany,  3d  June,  1816. 

JOHN  N.  BLEECKER. 

The  above  communication  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the 
Stated  Clerk,  viz. 

The  Stated  Clerk  of  General  Synod  begs  leave  to 
report,  that  the  expenses  of  printing  the  minutes  of 
1815,  tho'  ordered  to  be  paid,  have  not  yet  been  re- 
ceived, there  being  no  money  in  the  treasury.  The 
amount  is 

For  the  Session  in  June,  8152  GO 

For  the  Session  in  October,  42  00 

That  a  new  book  for  recording  the  minutes 
has  become  necessary,  and  has  been  pur- 
chased, 10  00 


Total        !S204  00 
That  the  salary  of  the  Stated  Clerk  has   not  been 

paid.    His  allowance  for  the  three  last  sessions  amounts 

to  jS54 

He  respectfully  asks  that  Synod  would  provide  means 

to  defray  these  expenses,  and  order  them  to  be  paid. 

JOHN  M.  BRADFORD,  Stated  Clerk. 

Albany,  June  2,  1816, 

The  above  communication  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Synodical  Minuteg. 


A  communication  was  received  from  Messrs.  Albert 
Amerraan  and  Matthias  Bruen,  jun.  requesting  that 
they  may  have  a  full  dispensation  from  studying  at 
New-Brunswick,  which  communication  w^as  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  professorate. 

The  following  report  was  received,  viz. 

The  Committee  of  Missions  agreeably  to  a  resolution 
of  Synod,  report — 

That  during  the  past  year,  constant  attempts  to  ob- 
tain suitable  missionaries  have  failed  of  success ;  that 
the  Rev.  John  P.  Spinner  offered  his  services,  which 
were  declined,  because  he  could  not  preach  in  the  En- 
glish language  ;  that  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Isaac  Labagh 
and  Bork  made  intimations  that  they  were  willing  to 
take  a  missionary  tour,  were  appointed  to  itinerate  in 
Upper  Canada  for  three  months,  but  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived their  instructions  and  credentials,  or  set  out  on 
their  mission  :  That  they  consider  some  parts  of  the 
church  on  the  river  Delaware  in  the  state  of  New- Jer- 
sey, the  western  parts  of  the  state  of  New- York,  and 
the  Province  of  Upper  Canada,  proper  missionary 
ground,  a  wide  field  which  our  means  are  not  sufficient 
to  cultivate  in  any  adequate  manner ;  that  so  few  mis- 
sionaries offer,  and  the  funds  are  so  small,  that  your 
committee  can  state  no  pleasing  prospects  whatever  for 
the  missionary  cause,  but  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
decaying^  and  destitute  cong^reo-ations  of  our  own  order, 
and  our  distant  frontier  settlements,  deserve  our  special 
care,  and  offer  a  richer  harvest  than  distant  foreign 
missions.  Your  committee  submit  the  above  and  crave 
the  counsel  and  direction  of  General  Synod  on  the  im- 
portant business  of  their  appointment. 

The  above  report  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
missions  appointed  by  this  Synod. 

The  following  report  was  also  received,  viz. 

The  committee  appointed  to  contract  with  a  printer, 
to  publish  under  their  inspection  a  new  edition  of  the 
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Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  report- 
That  in  execution  of  theh^  trust,  they  contracted  with 
Mr.  George  Forman,  to  print  and  publish  one  thousand 
copies  of  the  Constitution  and  explanatory  articles,  to- 
gether with  an  appendix  containing  rules  and  church 
orders  from  1794  to  1815.  That  they  have  taken  out 
a  copy  right  of  said  Constitution,  &c.  in  their  own 
names,  in  trust  for  the  General  Synod  ;  and  that  in  con*- 
sideration  of  this  copy  right,  Mr.  Forman  has  bound 
himself  to  pay  to  General  Synod  six  cents  for  each  copy 
of  which  he  disposes,  and  to  give  General  Synod  six 
copies  for  their  use  at  their  sessions  in  New-York  and 
Albany. 

They  further  report—That  they  carefully  corrected 
the  proof-sheets  as  they  passed  through  the  press  ;  and 
that  the  present  is  free  from  many  typographical  errors 
which  had  crept  into  the  former  edition.  The  commit^ 
tee,  with  this  report,  present  to  General  Synod  the  six 
copies  stipulated  for  with  Mr.  Forman. 

STEPHEN  N.  ROWAN,  Chmrman, 

New-York,  June  6th,  1S16. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  report  be  accepted,  and 
that  the  thanks  of  General  Synod  be  presented  to  the 
committee  for  their  services. 

The  board  of  superintendents  reported,  and  their 
report  was  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  professorate.     The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  board  of  superintendents  of  the  Theological 
College  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  report  to  Gen« 
eral  Synod— That  they  met  and  were  regularly  consti- 
tuted at  New-York,  on  the  1 1th  of  October,  1815. 

The  students  found  in  the  seminary  at  that  time  were 
ten  in  number  ;  of  whom  five  were  of  the  standing  of 
two  years  and  upward,  and  five  of  one  year  and  up- 
ward. 

B 


of  three  years' 
standing. 


10 

On  the  21st  of  November  last,  the  following  young 
gentlenaen  were  admitted  into  the  Theological  Institu- 
tion, namely — Walter  Monteith,  Cornelius  Bogardus, 
David  R.  De  Forest,  Brogun  Huff,  and  Stephen  Haas- 
brook.  The  gentleman  last  named  was  obliged,  in 
consequence  of  severe  indisposition,  to  leave  the  school 
shortly  after  his  admission,  and  is  not  expected  to  re- 
turn. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board,  held  at  New- 
Brunswick,  May  28th,  1816,  they  were  furnished  by 
Professor  Livingston,  with  the  following  list  of  students 
composing  the  school,  with  their  respective  times  of 
standing,  viz. 

Isaiah  Y.  Johnstone, 

William  R.  Bogardus, 

Ara  Neil, 

Cornelius  C.  Eltinge,    and 

Jacob  S.  Schults, 

John  A.  Burtiss,  1 

Frederic  Vermeul,  o  ^^^    ^^^^, 

Samuel  A.  Van  Vranken,  \.  ^tandina, 
Isaac  Newton  Wyckoff,  &  ^' 

Peter  Van  Zandt,  Jun. 
Walter  Monteith,  "] 

David  R.  De  Forest,     I  of  one  yeafs 
Cornelius  Bogardus,  &  j      standing. 
Brogun  Huff,  j 

A  general  examination  of  the  seminary  was  then  had 
on  didactic  and  pastoral  theology ;  and  the  senior 
class,  in  addition  to  the  above,  was  examined  on 
church  historv  and  the  Hebrew  lang-uaffe.  The 
board  received  great  pleasure  from  that  examination  ; 
and  they  feel  constrained  to  express  to  General  Synod, 
their  entire  and  decided  approbation  of  the  course  of  in- 
struction pursued  in  the  seminary,  of  the  fidelity  of  the 
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professors,  as  well  as  of  the  diligence  and  attainments 
of  the  students. 

They  consider  the  students,  as  having  in  their  exam- 
ination done  great  honor  to  themselves,  as  well  as  to 
the  seminary  in  which  they  have  been  educated ;  and 
the  board  take  occasion  most  cordially  to  recommend 
this  school,  which  has  been  the  object  of  so  many 
prayers  and  of  so  much  solicitude,  to  the  confidence 
and  patronage  of  all  the  churches. 

After  closing  the  examination,  the  five  young  gentle- 
men above  named,  of  the  senior  class,  were  recom- 
mended to  receive  professoral  certificates,  in  order  to 
their  examination  for  licensure. 

From  information  received  by  the  board,  it  is  expect- 
ed the  school  will  have  an  accession  to  its  present  num- 
ber for  the  coming  year. 

As  the  young  men  educated  in  our  seminary,  under 
the  patronage  of  General  Synod,  were  originally  in- 
tended to  supply  the  wants  of  our  own  churches  ;  and 
as  in  the  Providence  of  God,  some  of  them  may  be  im- 
mediately called,  and  others  removed,  after  the  lapse 
of  a  short  time  from  their  first  settlements,  to  churches 
of  other  denominations,  the  board  have  deemed  it  both 
equitable  and  expedient  to  ask  from  each  individual  re- 
ceiving aid  from  them,  a  note  without  interest,  obligat- 
ing them  to  refund  the  monies  so  received,  in  case  they 
shall,  either  while  licentiates,  or  within  ten  years  after 
settlement,  leave  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  and  at- 
tach themselves  to  any  other  denomination. 

By  a  vote  of  the  board,  passed  October  11th,  1815, 
the  sum  of  IS400  was  put  at  the  disposal  of  a  committee, 
for  aiding  indigent  students,  and  the  further  sum  of 
S300  on  the  29th  May,  1816.  Of  this  sum  glOO  have 
been  presented  to  one  of  the  students  ;  and  for  S325, 
they  have  received  notes  payable  on  demand,  without 
interest. 
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As  some  difficulty  bad  arisen,  respecting  the  time  of 
admitting  students  into  the  Theological  School,  and  of 
examining  the  senior  class,  for  receiving  professoral 
certificates,  the  board  of  superintendents  request  the 
General  Synod  to  take  order  on  that  subject. 

They  also  request,  as  the  funds  for  the  support  of  in- 
digent students  are  at  present  quite  inadequate  to  the 
object  contemplated,  that  General  Synod   will   take 
prompt  and  efficient  measures  to  replenish  those  funds. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

PHILIP  MILLEDOLER,  President. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Su- 
perintendents, 

STEPHEN  N.  ROWAN,  Secretary. 
New-York  June  6th,  1816. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Messrs.  WiU 
liam  W.  Phillips,  Samuel  Kissam  and  Dillon  C.  Bee- 
be,  students  in  the  Theological  Seminary  of  New- 
York,  requesting  a  dispensation  so  as  to  allow  of  their 
admission  to  an  examination  for  licensure  in  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church,  after  they  shall  have  studied 
during  the  next  year  in  the  Theological  College  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church. 

The  above  communication  w^as  referred  to  the  com-^ 
miltee  on  the  professorate. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Rev.  John 
Duryee,  which  was  referred  to  the  standing  committee 
of  missions. 

The  following  communication  was  received,  viz. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Associate  Reformed 

Synod,  in  sessiort  at  Philadelphia,  May  15,  1816. 

Dr.  Mason,  seconded  by  Dr.  Proudfit,  moved  the 
following  :  Resolved,  that  be  and  they  hereby 
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are  appointed  as  commissioners  on  the  part  of  this  Sy- 
nod, to  meet,  on  the  day  of  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  with  commissioners  to  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
(provided  it  shall  be  agreeable  to  that  reverend  body,) 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  whether  any,  and  if  any, 
what  measures  may  be  adopted  for  extending  the  good 
understanding  happily  subsisting  between  the  two 
churches,  and  for  combining  their  efforts  in  some  effi- 
cient co-operation  for  promoting  the  interests  of  the  Re- 
deemer's kingdom,  and  that  the  said  commissioners  re- 
port their  proceedings  in  the  premises  to  this  Synod  at 
its  next  meeting. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  for  considera- 
tion. 

Called  up  the  resolution  laid  on  the  table  yesterday, 
respecting  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  meet 
other  commissioners  from  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 

The  question  being  put,  the  resolution  passed  unan- 
imously, and  the  blank  was  filled  with  the  names  of 
the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Dickey,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander 
Proudfit,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Mason,  and  Mr.  Jo- 
seph Nourse,  and  the  Hon.  Ebenezer  Clark,  ruling  El- 
ders ;  and  the  1 3th  day  of  June,  appointed  for  the  day  of 
meeting.  Dr.  Mason  was  appointed  to  prepare  the 
draft  of  a  friendly  and  respectful  communication,  to  be 
addressed  by  this  Synod  to  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church,  and  presented  by  the  above  commis- 
sioners. The  member,  having  retired,  returned  and 
presented  a  draft,  which  was  adopted. 

A  true  extract, 

ARTHUR  J.  STANSBURY,  Clerk. 
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To  the  Rev.  Praeses  and  Members  of  the  General  Sy- 
nod of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  the  General  Sy- 
nod of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  with  grace, 
mercy  and  peace  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Reverend  and  beloved  Brethren, 

In  considering  the  signs  of  the  times  and  their  aspect 
toward  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  we  have 
bsen  forcibly  impressed,  not  only  with  the  desirableness, 
but  also  with  the  necessity,  of  a  public  co-operation  in 
counsel  and  action,  by  those  churches  whose  relative 
circumstances  render  it  practicable.  And  we  have 
thought,  that  with  the  good  hand  of  God  upon  us,  it 
may  perhaps  be  effectual  between  your  churches  and 
ours  with  mutual  benefit,  and  to  the  glory  of  His  bless- 
ed Name.  We  are  one,  and  always  have  been  one,  in 
the  doctrine  which  is  according  to  godliness.  Our  fath- 
ers, in  those  searching  times,  when  the  faithful  were  call- 
ed to  endure,  for  the  elect's  sake,  bonds  and  imprison- 
ments, and  even  to  the  testimony  of  their  blood,  were 
hearty  and  generous  supporters  of  each  other.  Their 
descendants  to  this  hour,  have  obtained  mercy  to  abide 
in  the  old  path,  the  good  way  wherein  they  walked  and 
found  rest  unto  their  souls.  We  have  ourselves  lived 
in  harmony  ;  our  intercourse  unimbittered  with  collis- 
sion  and  strife ;  and  have  been  enabled,  in  a  comfortable 
degree,  to  exemplify  that  divine  declaration,  "  Behold 
how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell 
together  in  unity."  Our  churches  have  enjoyed  hitherto 
the  singular  favor  of  exemption  from  the  contamination 
of  false  doctrines.  These  things,  added  to  the  loud  call 
of  God  our  Saviour  to  contend  earnestly  for  the  faith 
once  delivered  to  the  saints,  have  turned  our  regards  in 
an  especial  manner,  to  you  ;  and  have  excited  a  hope, 
that  such  an  understanding  and  concurrence  may  be 
produced  as  shall  redound  to  the  greater  advancement 
of  his  grace  and  truth. 
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In  order  to  ascertain  this  point,  we  have  judged  it  to 
be  our  duty,  Reverend  and  Honored,  to  propose  an  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  from  our  two  General  Sy- 
nods, to  meet  and  consult  on  this  interesting  subject 
as  soon  as  may  be  ;  and  we  do  most  respectfully  and  af- 
fectionately crave  your  agreement  thereto.  In  which 
case,  we  have  chosen  ourReverend  and  Respected  breth- 
ren, Mr.  Ebenezer  Dickey,  Dr.  Alexander  Proudiit, 
and  Dr.  John  M.  Mason,  Ministers,  together  with  Mr. 
Joseph  Nourse  and  the  Hon.  Ebenezer  Clark,  ruling 
Elders,  as  commissioners  on  our  part,  to  meet  with  such 
commissioners  as  you  maybe  pleased  to  appoint,  in  the 
city  of  New- York,  on  Thursday,  the  13th  day  of  June 
next :  which  will  further  appear  by  the  extract  from 
our  minutes  herewith  transmitted. 

Reverend  and  Honored, 

Our  hearts'  desire  and  prayer  is,  that  our  heavenly 
Father  may  continue  among  you,  in  its  purity  and  pow- 
er, that  holy  truth  of  his,  which  has  been  your  inherit- 
ance for  ages  : — That  he  would  bless  and  keep  you ; 
that  he  would  lift  up  his  countenance  upon  you,  and 
give  you  abundance  of  peace  ; — and  that  he  would  so 
direct  our  counsels  and  influence  our  hearts,  as  that  we 
may  rejoice  together,  in  a  holy  concert,  as  fellow-work- 
ers with  Him. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  this  24th  day  of^ 
May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1816.  j° 

ARTHUR  J.  STANSBURY, 

Clerk  of  Synod. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  Synod  will  proceed 
Qow  to  appoint  commissioners  on  the  part  of  their  body ; 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  Livingston,  the  Rev.  Dr,  Sol- 
omon Frgeligh,  and  the  Rev.  James  S,  Cannon,  and  the 
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Elders,  Mr.  Henry  Rutgers  and  Mr.  James  Striker,  were 
appointed  conimlssioners  on  the  part  of  the  General  Sy- 
nod of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  to  meet  the  com- 
jnissioners  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  at  the 
time  and  place,  and  for  the  purposes  named  in  their 
communication. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  give  notice  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church  of  the  pre-* 
cedin;^  resolution  and  appointment  of  tiiis  Synod. 

Information  being  afterward  received  that  the  Elder, 
Mr.  Henry  Rutgers,  vvas  indisposed,  the  Elder  Dr.  Pe- 
ter Wilson,  was  appointed  to  act  as  his  secundus. 

The  following  communication  was  received  : 

Philadelphia,  May  27 ih,  1816. 

Session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 

Church. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  John  B.  Romeyn,  D.  D. 
Archibald  Alexander,  D.  D.  Edward  Griffin,  D.  D, 
William  Neill,  D.  D.  and  James  Richards,  D.  D.  and 
Messrs.  Divie  Bethune  and  Zechariah  Lewis,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  correspond  with  the  Dutch  and  Associate  Re- 
formed Churches,  and  other  churches  holding  the  same 
creed,  and  endeavor  to  ascertain  whether  the  members 
of  these  churches  will  unite  with  those  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  in  the  United  States,  in  the  formation  of  a 
Society  for  Foreign  Missions  ;  and  if  possible,  report  to 
the  General  Assembly  a  plan  of  a  society  to  be  estab- 
lished for  this  purpose. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 
Attest, 

J.  J.  JANEWAY,  Stated  Clerk, 
The  above  communication  was  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  Sickels  and 
Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Henry  Rutgers. 


17 

This  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  communication  from 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
proposing  the  establishment  of  a  Foreign  Missionary 
Society,  report: 

That  from  the  information  they  have  obtained,  res- 
pecting the  views  of  the  General  Assembly  on  this  in- 
teresting subject,  they  find  it  their  duty  to  recommend 
to  this  Synod,  that  commissioners  be  appointed  on  their 
part  to  meet  the  commissioners  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly for  the  purpose  of  arranging  a  plan  for  the  formation 
of  a  Society  for  Foreign  Missions,  and  that  they  report 
to  the  next  General  Synod. 

JACOB  SICKLES,  Chairman. 

The  Synod  accordingly  proceeded  to  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  ;  and  did  appoint  the  Rev.  Jacob 
Sickles,  Dr.  Philip  Milledoler,  John  Schureman,  Wil- 
helmus  Eltinge,  and  Dr.  Solomon  Frseligh,  and  the 
Elders,  Mr.  Henry  Rutgers  and  Mr.  Stephen  Van 
Rensselaer. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  give  notice  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  General  Assembly,  of  the  above  appoint- 
ment, and  also  to  such  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
by  this  Synod  as  are  not  members  of  this  body. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Correspondence. 

The  committee  of  correspondence,  reported,  and 
their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  on  correspondence  report,  that  since 
the  last  meeting  of  General  Synod,  no  communications 
have  been  received,  either  from  the  Synod  of  North 
Holland,  or  from  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Germ^R 
Church  in  Pennsylvania  ;  neither  have  any  been  trans- 
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mitted  lo  them  from  this  body  ;  and  that  there  are  no 
documents  on  the  subject  requiring  the  attention  of 
Synod. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  friendly  inter- 
course with  the  General  Synod  be  cultivated  ;  and  that 
delegates  be  appointed  to  attend  their  meetings  as  often 
as  possible. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  M'MURRAY,  Chairman. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  Synod  pro- 
ceed to  tile  appointment  of  delegates  to  the  German  Sy- 
nod. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  this  mo- 
tion be  postponed  until  Friday  afternoon. 

On  Friday  afternoon  the  Synod  resolved  to  appoint 
delegates  to  the  German  Synod  ;  and  appointed  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Solomon  Fraeligh  and  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler, 
delegates  primarii,  and  the  Rev.  Christian  Bork  and 
Peter  Labagh,  delegates  seoundi. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Synodical  Reports  on  (he  State  of  the  Churches. 

In  consequence  of  an  inquiry  which  was  made  of  the 
Synod  it  was  resolved,  that  hereafter  the  blacks  within 
the  bounds  of  our  congregations  be  enumerated  as  a  part 
of  them,  excepting  those  who  belong  to  other  denomi- 
nations. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  religion,  reported,  and 
their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  religion  report — 

That  on  an  examination  of  the  minutes  of  the  partic- 
ular Synods  of  New- York  and  Albany,  (the  only  source 
of  their  information,)  they  rejoice  to  find  that  the  Lord 
still  continues  to  bless  the  means  of  grace  and  to  ani  - 
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mate  his  servants  by  causing  his  work  to  prosper  in 
their  hands.  During  the  year  past,  not  only  have  va- 
cant congregations,  some  of  which  had  long  been  des- 
titute of  the  stated  ministry  of  the  word  and  ordinances, 
been  furnished  with  pastors,  but  a  rich  measure  of  di- 
vine influence  also  has  been  imparted  to  many  of  our 
societies.  Within  the  bounds  of  the  Particular  Synod 
of  Albany,  the  state  of  religion  appears  to  be  improving. 
The  truths  of  the  gospel  are  heard  by  increasing  num- 
bers, and  with  solemn  attention.  In  the  congregation 
of  Wynant's  Kill,  the  Divine  Spirit  has  rendered  the 
gospel  effectual  to  the  awakening  and  conversion  of 
many.  In  the  congregations  belonging  to  the  Classis 
of  Poughkeepsie,  the  zealous  eff'orts  of  the  servants  of 
the  Redeemer,  to  promote  the  interests  of  his  kingdom, 
have  been  owned  and  blessed  in  a  measure  which  calls 
for  our  special  gratitude.  The  church  of  Poughkeepsie 
has  enjoyed  a  season  unusually  refreshing  ;  many  have 
been  awakened  ;  more  than  a  hundred  persons,  and 
those  principally  from  among  the  young,  have  been 
added  to  the  church.  The  revival  has  been  powerful, 
and  extended  its  happy  influence  to  the  souls  of  not  a 
few  blacks.  Among  the  congregations  under  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-York,  your 
committee  feel  happy  to  state,  that  a  growing  attention 
has  been  paid  to  the  gospel  ordinances,  and  that  a  con- 
siderable number  of  persons  have  been  added  to  the 
church  of  such,  we  trust,  as  shall  be  saved. 

Among  the  means,  which  appear  to  have  been  ren- 
dered eft'ectual  to  the  salvation  of  sinners,  are  family 
visitation,  catechetical  instruction,  an  increased  atten- 
tion to  discipline,  the  faithful  preaching  of  the  word, 
and  the  establishment  of  praying  societies  ;  a  due  at- 
tention to  all  of  which  your  committee  beg  leave,  ear- 
nestly to  recommecd  to  the  ministers  and  congrega- 
tions under  the  care  of  this  judicatory^  as  means  ap- 
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pointed  of  God  for  the  conversion  of  sinners  and  the  ed- 
ification of  his  people. 

Your  committee,  in  addition  to  the  above,  subjoin 
the  following  statistical  tables  : 

PARTICULAR  SYNODS. 

New- York  and  Albany. 
Particular  Synod  of  Albany — Classis  of  Albany, 
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"We  observe  with  respect  to  the  Particular  Synod  of 
New- York,  that  as  their  meeting,  at  their  last  session, 
was  changed  from  spring  to  fall  ;  owing  to  this  change, 
the  several  Classes  under  the  care  of  this  judicatory 
were  unable  to  furnish  the  Synod  with  their  usual  sta- 
tistical accounts. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

GERARDUS  A.  KUYPERS,  Chairman. 
ARTICLE  VI. 

Synodical  Appeals. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  VII. 
Synodical  Referrences. 

Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  be  appointed,  to 
report  to  this  Synod  in  relation  to  the  marriage  of  a  man 
with  a  sister  of  a  deceased  wife,  which  subject  the  Sy- 
nod resolved,  at  their  last  session,  should  be  further  ex- 
amined by  this  Synod  ;  and  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Solomon 
Fraeligh,  Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler, 
John  De  Witt  and  Jacob  Sickles  ;  and  the  Elders, 
Messrs.  Henry  Rutgers  and  Matthew  Bogert,  be  the 
said  committee.  The  seat  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  De  Witt 
being  afterward  vacated,  by  the  arrival  of  his  primari- 
us,  the  Rev.  Charles  Hardenburgh  was  appointed  to 
fill  the  vacancy  in  the  above  committee. 

This  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  a- 
mended  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  question,  whether 
it  be  lawful  for  a  man  to  marry  a  deceased  wife's  sister, 
and  whether  the  canon  or  church  order  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church,  declaring  or  adjudging  such  marriage 
unlawful,  as  forbidden  in  the  word  of  God,  ought  to  re- 
main as  a  rule  of  discipline  in  the  churches  under  the 
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care  and  jurisdiction  of  this  Synod,  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  report : 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  marriage  of 
a  man  with  a  deceased  wife's  sister,  is  absolutely  un- 
lawful ;  and  therefore  recommend  to  Synod,  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolutions,  viz. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  sister  of  a  deceased  wife  is  by 
the  divine  law,  the  sister  of  the  surviving  husband. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  canon  or  church  order  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  declaring  or  adjudging  such 
marriage  unlawful,  as  forbidden  in  the  word  of  God, 
ought  to  Kemain  as  a  rule  of  discipline  in  the  churches 
under  the  care  and  jurisdiction  of  this  Synod. 

3.  Resolved,  That  therefore,  every  man  who  marries 
the  sister  of  his  deceased  wife,  is  by  the  divine  law 
and  the  rules  of  the  church,  guilty  of  incest ;  and  shall, 
if  a  member,  be  cut  off  from  the  communion  and  privi- 
leges of  the  church. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

SOLOMON  FRiELlGH,   Chairman, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  enjoined  on  all  the  ministers  of 
this  church,  to  read  from  their  pulpits  to  their  congre- 
gations the  preceding  decisions  of  this  Synod,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  marriage  of  a  man  with  his  deceased  wife's 
sister. 

The  committee  on  Synodical  minutes  reported,  and 
their  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  on  Synodical  minutes  report,  that  the 
following  subjects  seem  to  require  the  attention  of  this 
body.  On  the  minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Al- 
bany, they  find  the  following  particulars  : 

1.  In  consequence  of  a  complaint  in  the  minutes  of 
the  Classis  of  Ulster,  that  the  minutes  of  the  General 
Synod  are  frequently  not  forwarded  in  due  season  to  be 
acted  upon,  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  resolved. 
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that  the  General  Synod  be  requested  to  devise  means 
for  the  more  seasonable  publication  and  distribution  of 
their  minutes. 

2.  In  the  minutes  of  the  Classis  of  Albany,  the  Par- 
ticular Synod  find  the  following  question  and  answer  for 
advice :  "  The  Pastor  of  the  church  in  Schenectady^ 
"  wishes  advice  on  this  question,  viz.  :  whether  it 
"  is  not  the  duty  of  a  Consistory  to  inquire  into  and 
*'  be  satisfied  of  the  piety  of  a  parent,  before  they  admit 
*'  his  child  to  baptism  ?  The  Classis  returns  the  follow- 
"  ing  answer  :  That  the  resolution  of  the  General  Sy- 
"  nod  of  1804,  together  with  the  articles  of  oi|r  churchy 
*'  and  particularly  the  holy  scriptures,  give  an  affirm- 
''  ative  answer  to  the  above  question."  Inasmuch  as 
there  exists  a  diversity  of  sentiment  and  practice  on  this 
very  important  subject,  the  Particular  Synod  resolved 
that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  next  General  Synod 
for  their  decision. 

3.  On  the  minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- 
York,  your  committee  find  nothing  claiming  the  partic- 
ular attention  of  this  body. 

4.  Relative  to  a  communication  made  to  General 
Synod  by  their  stated  Clerk,  your  committee  find  that 
there  is  now  due  him  the  sum  of  S258  ;  your  commit- 
tee would  suggest  to  Synod  the  propriety  of  discharg- 
ing this  debt  from  the  contingent  fund  of  Synod,  or,  if 
this  fund  should  be  insufficient,  that  Synod  order  pub- 
lic collections  to  be  immediately  made  in  our  church- 
es for  paying  the  account. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted, 

JOHN  CORNELISON,         ) 

JACOB  SCHOONMAKER, }  Committee. 

JAMES  STRIKER.  ) 

The  first  section  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
Synodical  minutes  was  referred  to  a  special  committee, 
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consisting  of  the  Rev.  James  S.  Cannon,  and  Jacob 
Sclioonmaker,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  James  Striker. 

The  second  section  was  referred  to  a  special  commit- 
tee, consisting'  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Frailigh,  William  M'- 
Murray,  and  John  S.  Vredenburgh,  and  the  Elders, 
Messrs.  Philip  Peltz  and  Albert  J.  Zabriskie. 

The  last  section  was  recommitted. 

The  special  committee  on  the  first  section  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  Synodical  minutes,  reported, 
and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  appointed  to  devise  means  for  the 
more  seasonable  publication  and  distribution  of  the  min- 
utes of  the  General  Synod  beg  leave  to  report,  that, 
whereas  the  committee  believe  that  the  irregular  dis- 
tribution of  the  minutes  heretofore,  has  not  been  owing 
to  any  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  stated  Clerk,  in  order  to 
remedy  the  evil  complained  of,  your  committee  would 
recommend  it  to  Synod  to  enjoin  it  upon  every  Classis 
to  appoint  within  their  bounds  one  of  their  Ministers, 
say  the  stated  Clerk  of  Classis,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
distribute  among  the  Ministers  and  Consistories  belong- 
ing to  the  Classis,  a  proportionate  number  of  the  min- 
utes as  soon  as  received  ;  and  that  every  Classis  give 
notice  to  the  stated  Clerk  of  Synod  of  the  person  whom 
they  appoint. 

All  which  is  submitted, 

JAMES  S.  CANNON,  ) 

JACOB  SCHOONMAKER,C  Committee. 

JAMES  STRIKER,  ) 

The  special  committee,  on  the  second  section  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  Sy nodical  minutes,  reported 
as  follows : 

Your  committee  have  taken  into  consideration  the 
question  on  the  subject  of  baptism  as  stated  by  the  Con- 
sistory of  Schenectady  to  the  Classis  of  Albany,  togeth- 
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er  with  the  answer  of  that  Classis,  and  the  reference  of  the 
Particular  Synod  of  Albany  to  this  General  Synod,  on 
the  question  ;  and  are  of  opinion,  that  the  answer  of 
the  Classis  is  incorrect,  as  they  do  not  find  that  it  is  an- 
swered by  the  General  Synod  in  the  affirmative  expli- 
citly. And  therefore  recommend,  that  the  decision  of 
General  Synod  of  1804  be  so  altered  as  to  recommend 
to  the  Ministers  and  Consistories  not  to  admit  to  baptism 
the  children  of  parents,  who  do  not  manifest  evidences, 
from  which,  according  to  the  judgment  of  charity,  it 
may  be  concluded  that  they  possess  faith  and  piety. 

SOLOMON  FR^LIGH,  Chairman. 

This  report  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  a  mo- 
tion was  made  and  seconded  to  strike  out  so  much  of 
the  report  as  follows  the  word  "  affirmative."  This 
motion  was  lost.  The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for 
by  more  than  one  third  of  the  members  present,  were 
taken,  and  are  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Gerardus  A.  Kuypers,  Thomas  G.  Smith, 
Christian  Bork,  John  Cornelison,  Staats  Van  Sant- 
voort,  John  S.  Vredenburgh,  James  S.  Cannon,  Charles 
Hardenbergh,  Jacob  Schoonmaker,  Peter  I.  Van  Pelt, 
Peter  Labagh,  Thomas  Romeyn,  Peter  Steddiford,  Ja- 
cob Sickels,  James  Striker,  John  Garritson,  Benjamin 
Arrowsmith,  Peter  Quick,  Cornelius  Kip. 

Nays — Solomon  Fraeligh,  Cornelius  T.  Demarest, 
Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  John  Beattie,  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler, 
Thomas  De  Witt,  William  M^Murray,  Gilbert  R.  Liv- 
ingston, Jacob  Van  Vechten,  Moses  Fraeligh,  Peter  D. 
Fraeligh,  Ralph  A,  Westervelt,  Matthew  Bogert,  All^ert 
J.  Zabriskie,  Philip  Peltz,  Thomas  J.  Storm,  William 
Crist,  John  Constable,  Robert  Forrest,  John  Vi  eeland. 

The  General  Synod  then  resolved  to  adept  the  report. 
On  this  resolution  the  yeas  and  nays,  being  called  for 
by  more  than  one  third  of  the  members  present,  were 
taken,  and  are  as  follows  : 
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Yeas — Solomon  Frceligh,  Cornelius  T.  Demarest, 
Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  John  Beattie,  Cornelius  C.  Cuy- 
ler,  Thomas  De  Witt,  William  M'Murray,  Gilbert  R. 
Livingston,  Jacob  Van  Vechten,  Moses  Fraeligh,  Peter 
D.  Fraeligh,  Ralph  A.  Westervelt,  Matthew  Bogert, 
Albert  J.  Zabriskie,  Philip  Peltz,  Isaac  Davis,  Thomas 
J.  Storm,  William  Crist,  John  Constable,  Robert  For- 
rest, John  Vreeland. 

Nays — Gerardus  A.  Kuypers,  Thomas  G.  Smith, 
Christian  Bork,  John  Cornelison,  Staats  Van  Sant- 
voord,  JohnS.  Vredenbergh,  James  S.  Cannon,  Charles 
Hardenbergh,  Jacob  Schoonmaker,  Peter  I.  Van  Pelt, 
Peter  Labagh,  Thomas  Romeyn,  Peter  Steddiford, 
Jacob  Sickels,  James  Striker,  John  Garritson,  Benja- 
min Arrowsmith,  Peter  Quick,  Cornelius  Kip. 

The  committee  on  Snynodical  minutes  again  reported, 
which  report  was  amended  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  on  Sy nodical  minutes,  to  whom  was 
re-committed  a  communication  made  to  Synod  by  their 
stated  Clerk,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  upon  investigating 
said  communication,  they  find  that  the  sum  of  S258  is  now 
due  to  the  stated  Clerk.  Your  committee  would  recom- 
mend it  to  Synod  to  order  their  Questor  to  pay  said  debt 
from  the  missionary  fund ;  and  that  the  Congregations  in 
each  Classis,  who  have  not  paid  for  the  printed  copies  re- 
ceived by  them,  be  enjoined  to  make  collections  on  the 
fourth  Sabbath  of  August  next,  to  refund  the  monies  thus 
borrowed  from  the  missionary  fund,  and  forward  the  same 
immediately  to  the  Questor  of  Synod. 

Which  is  humbly  submitted, 

JOHN  CORNELISON, 

JACOB  SCHOONMAKER,  f.  Committee, 

JAMES  STRIKER, 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 

Grievances. 
The  committee  on  gi-avamina  reported,    and  their  re- 
port was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  on  gravamina  report,  that  nothing  has 
been  brought  before  them  which  claims  the  attention  of 
General  Synod. 

CORNELIUS  C.  CUYLER,  Chairman, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  members,  who  have  ab- 
sented themselves  from  the  Synod  without  permission,  be 
cited  to  appear  before  the  next  meeting  of  Synod  to  an- 
swer for  their  conduct,  viz.  Rev.  Stephen  Goetschius, 
Elders,  Messrs.  Albert  I.  Zabriskie,  Michael  Ryer,  Eli- 
as  Nexsen,  and  Cornelius  Kip. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Church  Government, 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  X. 
Doctrines  and  Morals. 
Nothing  occun-ed. 

ARTICLE  XL 
Customs  and  Usages, 
Resolved,  That  it  be  enjoined  upon  all  the  Classes  un- 
der the  jurisdiction  of  this  Synod,  to  make  particular  en- 
quiry; at  least  once  eveiy  year,  whether  the  Ministers  with- 
in their  respective  bounds,  conform  to  the  usage  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  and  comply  with  an  express 
stipulation  in  their  calls,  by  regularly  explaining  the  Ilei- 
delbergh  Catechism  ;  and  that  if  any  be  found  habitually 
delinquent,  such  censure  be  passed  upon  thern  as  rnay  be 
thought  sufficient  to  bring  them  to  a  strict  conformity  to 
the  regulations  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  upon  this 
subject. 
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ARTICLE  XII. 

Schools  and  Christian  Education. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 
Qiwen^s  College. 
The  following  communication  was  received,  viz. 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Queen's  College  in  New-Jersey. 
New-Brunswick,  May  29th,  1816. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  to  report  what  measures  it 
^vould  be  advisable  for  the  board  of  trustees  to  adopt,  in 
the  present  state  of  the  funds  of  the  college,  having  been 
discussed  and  amended,  was  adopted  by  the  board  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

That  your  committee,  from  a  view  of  the  statement  of 
the  college  funds  as  exhibited  to  them,  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  income  of  the  funds,  with  such  sums  as  may  probably 
be  received  for  the  tuition  of  students,  are  entirely  insuf- 
ficient to  support  the  present  establishment  of  professors 
and  teachers  in  the  college ;  they  would  therefore  recom- 
mend, that  the  board  of  trustees  offer  to  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  in  America,  the 
use  of  the  college  lot  and  buildings  thereon,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  theological  college  established  in 
in  this  place  under  their  patronage,  with  the  exception  of 
the  wing  now  occupied  by  Professor  Vetliake,  and  the 
room  in  wliich  the  grammar  school  is  at  present  kept,  un- 
til it  may  be  deemed  expedient  by  the  board  of  trustees, 
to  revive  the  exercises  of  the  college.  And  that,  on  the 
General  Synod's  accepting  the  offer  of  this  boin-d  at  their 
next  mceting,the  board  should  hereafter  discontinue  the  ex- 
ercises of  the  college,  and,  as  far  as  they  may  be  enabled, 
support  the  theological  department,  so  long  as  Synod 
shall  continue  it  in  this  place,  or  until  this  board  shall  re- 
vive the  exercises  in  the  college. 

Besolvedy  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  and  the  Rev. 
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W.  Eltinge,  and  James  S.  Cannon,  be  a  committee  to 
present  the  resolutions  of  this  board  to  the  next  General 
Synod,  and  to  confer  with  them  on  the  subject. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

Wm.  P,  DEARE,  Clerk, 

Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  the  above  named  committee  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  Queen's  college  ;  and  that  the  Rev.  Charles  Har- 
denbergh,  Jacob  Sickels  and  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler,  be  the 
said  committee. 

This  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,, 
and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  communication  from 
the  trustees  of  Queen's  college,  submit  to  Synod  the  foL 
lowing  report : 

Your  committee  cannot  but  express  their  deep  regret 
that  the  trustees  of  that  institution  find  themselves  under 
the  painful  necessity  of  declaring  to  this  body,  that  in  con^ 
sequence  of  the  exhausted  state  of  the  funds,  they  are  no 
longer  able  to  support  the  present  establishment  of  pro-, 
fessors  and  teachers  in  the  college. 

Finding  no  reason  however  to  doubt  the  correctness  of 
the  statement  of  the  funds,  which  the  trustees  have  exhib- 
ited, and  believing  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  this  Syn- 
od to  afford  them  so  much  help  as  would  enable  them  to 
continue  the  exercises  of  the  institution,  your  committee 
recommend  to  Synod  that  they  accept  the  offer  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  and  receive  from  them,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  theological  college  established  at  New- 
Brunswick,  the  use  of  the  college  lot  and  buildings,  sub- 
ject to  the  exception  and  limitation  expressed  in  the  offer. 

CHARLES  HARDENBERGH,  Chainmn. 
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ARTICLE  XIV. 

Professorate, 

The  committee  on  the  professorate  reported,  and  their 
report  was  amended  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 
The  committee  on  the  professorate  report : 
Subjects  of  great  moment  to  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  have  been  referred  to  your  committee,  which  it 
has  become  their  duty  to  bring  before  you,  and  which 
they  submit  to  your,  most  serious  attention. 

1.  The  report  of  the  Superintejidents  of  the  Theological 

School. 

From  this  report  it  appeal's,  that  live  students  have  been 
received  into  the  school  during  the  last  year,  one  of  whom 
has  been  prevented  from  pursuing  his  studies  by  indispo- 
sition ;  that  the  whole  number  who  have  prosecuted  their 
studies  during  the  past  year,  is  fourteen,  five  of  whom 
have  received  professoral  certificates,  recommending 
them  to  Classis  for  examination  and  licensure,  and  nine 
still  remain  in  the  school ;  that  an  accession  may  be  ex- 
pected to  their  number ;  that  Professor  Livingston  has 
continued  his  lectures  on  didactic  theology  ;  that  Profess- 
or Schureman  has  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  ; 
that  the  examination  of  the  students  has  been  satisfactory- 
and  gratifying  ;  and  that  the  course  of  instruction  pursued 
in  the  seminary,  met  their  entire  and  decided  approbation. 

The  superintendents  request  advice,  as  to  the  time  of 
admission  into  the  seminary,  and  the  time  of  examining 
the  senior  class  for  licensure.  On  this  subject,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  is  recommended  :  Resolved,  That  the 
time  for  the  examination  of  students  for  licensure,  be  on 
the  last  Tuesday  in  May  ;  and  that  all  future  applications 
for  admission  into  the  seminary,  be  made  to  the  profess- 
ors, 

2.  Dispensations, 

This  subject  is  very  important,  and  intimately  connect- 
ed w  ith  the  vital  interests  of  our  theological  institution. 
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There  are  many  reasons,  why  we  should  be  very  cautious 
in  granting  them ;  and  the  time  has  come,  when  no  more 
applications  can  consistently  be  received. 

With  respect  to  the  present  applications,  your  com- 
mittee have  been  led  to  make  a  favorable  report,  and  re- 
commend the  following  resolutions  :  Resolved,  that  the 
superintendents  and  professors,  be  authorized  to  admit 
Albert  Anierman  and  Matthias  Bruen,  jun.  to  an  examin- 
ation, and,  if  found  qualified,  grant  tliem  the  proper  cer- 
tificates. 

Resolved,  That  William  W.  Phillips,  Samuel  Kis- 
sam,  and  Dillon  C.  Beebe,  students  in  the  Associate  Re- 
formed seminary  in  New- York,  and  members  of  the 
Dutch  Church,  be  admitted  into  the  theological  school, 
briiTging  proper  credentials,  and,  if  found  qualified,  be 
examined  and  receive  professoral  certificates  after  a  year's 
studv. 

3.  Finances  of  the  Theological  School. 
The  following  statement  will  exhibit  theh*  state,  and 
shew  the  necessity  of  their  immediate  augmentation. 
The  funds  are  of  the  following  kinds,  and  subject  to  the 
disposition  of  the  General  Synod,  for  the  following  pur- 
poses : 

1.  General  fund  of  the  theological  school. 

Loaned  at  interest  on  bond  and  mortgage,     g  10,400.00 

Amount  in  the  hands  of  trustees  of  Queen's 

college,  .  2,772.5T 

813,172.57 

2,  Donations  and  legacy  of  the  late  Rev. 
Elias  Van  Bunschooten,  aa  far  as  ascer- 
tained, 17,122.00 

3,  Legacy  of  the  late  Miss  Rebecca  Knox, 

of  Philadelphia,  2,000.00 


4.  92  Ij^  acres  of  land  in  the  state  of  New- 
York,  given  by  Philip  S.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Marinus  Willet,  and  his  wife,  and 
Rensselaer  Westerlo  ;  but  the  value  of 
which  is  not  ascertained, 


832,294.57 
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5.  Monies  subscribed  and  collected  under 
the  acts  and  by  the  agents  of  General  Sy- 
nod in  1815,  85,061.27 

Subscribed  but  not  collected,  about  9000.0O 

6,  Collections  in  the  churches  in  the  hands 

of  the  special  Treasurer,  805.54 

Income  of  the  funds,  1,228.50 

^  There  will  be  due  to  the  professors  for  salary,  in  October  next, 
§4,073.13^. 

From  these  statements,  it  appears,  that  all  the  perman- 
ent funds  of  the  institution,  besides  the  lands  which  have 
been  given,  amount  to  S32.294toV  ;  and  the  present  in- 
come arising  from  them  amounts  to  Sl,228^*o*':j  ;  of  which 
JS728  is  directly  applicable  to  professors'  salaries,  and  the 
sum  of  S500-/^°j  disposable,  according  to  the  directions 
given  by  the  late  Elias  Van  Bunschooten ;  and  there  re- 
mains at  the  disposal  of  General  Synod,  in  the  hands  of 
the  special  treasurer,  S5, 866^^7.  Tliis  sum  is  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  according  to  the  acts  under  which  it  has  been 
collected. 

It  is  evident  that  the  church  at  large,  will  be  obliged 
to  make  a  strong  and  unanimous  effort  to  raise  money  to 
be  applied  immediately  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of 
the  theological  institution,  and  a  similar  effort  to  increase 
the  permanent  funds,  that  it  may  not  hereafter  be  neces- 
sary to  call  upon  the  churches  annually,  to  meet  the  ordi- 
nary and  current  expenses  of  the  theological  school. 
,  Connected  with  these  statements,  the  following  resolu- 
tions are  recommended : 

1.  Resolved,  That  in  order  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
theological  school,  the  committees  appointed  in  1815, 
to  solicit  subscriptions,  be  continued,  and  proceed  im° 
mediately  to  fulfil  the  object  of  their  appointment, 
-  2.  That  the  committee  of  the  Classis  of  New- York, 
receive  the  thanks  of  General  Synod  for  their  prompt  and 
persevering  efforts,  and  be  earnestly  requested  to  contin- 
ue their  labors. 

5.-  That  the  collections,    ordered  to  be  tiiken  ia  X\i^ 
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chiirches,  be  attended  to  in  all  the  churches,  according  to 
a  former  order  of  General  Synod. 

4.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Ministers  and  Con- 
gregations, under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Synod,  to  at- 
tempt the  formation  of  female,  and  other  cent  societies ; 
and  that  such  societies  be  permitted  to  designate  the  par- 
ticular object  to  which  their  contributions  shall  be  applied. 

5.  That  the  arrearages  of  the  professors'  salaries  be 
immediately  paid  out  of  any  monies  under  the  control  of 
the  General  Synod. 

6.  That  since  Professor  Schureman  will  probably  re- 
ceive no  farther  emolument  from  the  trustees  of  Queen's 
College  after  the  next  commencement,  that  his  salary  here- 
after be  g  1200,  and  the  use  of  that  part  of  the  college 
edifice  which  he  now  occupies. 

The  importance  and  necessity  of  making  a  great  and 
general  effort  to  increase  the  present  means  and  permanent 
funds  of  the  institution,  are  too  manifest  to  need  farther  il- 
lustration. In  order  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  next 
year,  a  considerable  sum  must  be  provided,  and  if  they 
neither  are  nor  can  be,  our  theological  school  must  die. 
The  salaries  which  have  been  given  to  the  professors,  have 
been  a  very  inadequate  support,  and  we  ought  to  make 
such  efforts,  as  will  very  soon  enable  us  to  make  their  sit- 
uations easy  and  comfortable.  That  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  is  capable  of  making  such  efforts,  and  can  pro- 
vide abundant  means,  ought  not  to  be  doubted.  This  in- 
stitution is  the  fountain,  from  which  the  streams  must  is- 
sue, which  shall'gladden  our  churches  by  pouring  into  them 
the  pure  doctrines  of  the  word  of  God,  and  establish  in 
them  purity  of  practice.  Let  the  whole  church  be  told 
of  these  things ;  let  all  her  children  be  aroused  to  action  ; 
let  one  grand  and  united  effort  be  made,  and  the  most  hap- 
py results  may  be  expected.  Let  us  be  true  to  the  gos- 
pel we  profess,  and  the  advantages  which  we  enjoy  ;  and 
our  seminaries  shall  flourish,  and  our  churches  be  abund- 
sintly  watered  and  fertilized. 

PETER  LABAGH,  Chairman. 
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ARTICLE  XV. 

Students  in  Theology, 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVL 

Church  Fisitation. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVIL 

Prevailing  Sins, 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVIIL 

Missions. 

The  committee  on  missions  reported,  and  their  report 
was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

The  committee  on  missions  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol* 
lowing. 

Your  committee  have  had  access  to  no  source  of  infor- 
mation  on  the  subject  of  their  appointment,  but  the  min- 
utes of  tlie  standing  committee  of  missions,  and  the  ac- 
count current  of  the  Treasurer  of  that  committee.  From 
what  they  find  on  these  documents,  your  committee  are 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  only  missionary  ground  to 
which  the  attention  of  this  Synod  ought  at  present  to  be 
directed,  is  the  province  of  Upper  Canada.  To  that 
province  missionaries  have  more  than  once  been  sent  by 
you.  These  missionaries  have  organized  churches  which 
look  up  to  you  for  help,  and  which,  if  not  neglected, 
might  soon  become  respectable,  and  he  an  important  ad- 
dition to  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 

Your  committee  are  happy  to  find,  that  the  Rev.  C. 
Bork,  and  the  Rev.  Isaac  Labagh,  have  signified  to  the 
standing  committee  of  missions,  their  willingness  to  un- 
dertake a  mission  to  Canada,  this  season  ;  and  have  been 
appointed  by  them.  They  hope  that  these  brethren  will 
be  able,  v/ith  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  to  accomplish  their 
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pious  purpose,  and  will  commence  their  missionary  la- 
bors without  delay.  As  the  pulpits  of  these  brethren, 
must  be  supplied  while  they  are  absent  in  the  service  of 
the  church,  your  committee  recommend  to  Synod  that 
arrangements  for  that  purpose  be  made  before  their  final 
adjournment. 

In  a  communication  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Dowell,  ad- 
dressed to  the  committee  of  missions,  your  committee  Ob- 
serve, that  that  Reverend  Brother  requests  said  committee 
to  send  him  one  of  the  best  commentaries  on  the  bible. 
On  this  subject  your  committee  take  the  liberty  to  recom- 
mend, that  in  consideration  of  the  laborious,  and  we  hope, 
faitliful  services  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Dowell  in  Upper  Can- 
ada for  which  no  adequate  compensation  has  been  receiv- 
ed tiy  him,  the  committee  of  missions  be  directed  by  this 
body  to  purchase,  with  monies  in  the  missionary  fund, 
Scott's  commentary  on  the  bible,  and  to  forward  the  same 
to  Mr.  M'Dowell  as  soon  as  possible,  free  of  expense. 

From  the  account  current  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  com- 
mittee of  missions,  it  appears  that  there  remains  in  the 
fund  a  balance  in  favor  of  Synod  of  S451-yVy. 

Your  committee  will  only  add,  that  John  N.  Bleecker, 
a  member  of  the  standing  committee  of  missions,  has  re- 
signed his  seat  in  consequence  of  bodily  infirmity.  They 
recommend  that  an  appointment  be  made  during  the  pre- 
sent session  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  his  resigna- 
tion. 

SOLOMON  FR^LIGH,  Chairman, 

Resolved^  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford,  Jacob 
Van  Vechten,  Robert  Bronk,  and  John  De  Witt,  and  the 
Elders,  Messrs.  Abraham  Van  Vechten,  Stephen  Van 
Rensselaer,  Elbert  Willett,  and  Leonard  Gansevoort,  Jun. 
be  the  standing  committee  of  missions. 

Rev.  Moses  Fraeligh,  and  Dr.  Gerardus  A.  Kuypers, 
and  the  Elder,  Mr.  James  Striker,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  arrange  supplies  for  the  pulpits  of  the  Rev. 
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Christian  Bork  and  Isaac  Labagh,  while  on  their  mission- 
ary tour. 

This  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  accept- 
ed, and  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  procure  supplies  for  the  pulpits  of 
the  Rev.  Christian  Bork  and  the  Rev.  Isaac  Labagh, 
who,  according  to  a  report  of  the  standing  committee  of 
missions,  had  consented  to  go  on  a  mission  to  Upper 
Canada,  report : 

That  they  have  had  a  conference  with  those  gentlemen  ; 
that  Mr.  Bork  declines  going  on  said  mission  for  the 
want  of  sufficient  health  ;  that  Mr.  Labagh  is  still  willing 
to  go,  provided  some  other  Clergyman  be  procured  to 
accompany  him.  These  circumstances  prevented  your 
committee  from  attempting  to  procure  supplies  for  their 
pulpits. 

MOSES  FR^LIGH,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  the  Rev.  Isaac  Labagh  and  some 
other  Minister  of  this  church  should  be  sent  on  a  mission 
by  the  standing  committee  of  misssions,  they  be  author- 
ized to  supply  his  or  their  pulpits  during  itheir  absence, 
by  a  requisition  on  the  Ministers  belonging  to  this  church. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

Widows^  Fund. 

The  President  of  the  Widows'  Fund  Society  informed 
the  Synod,  that  in  consequence  of  the  absence  and  urgent 
occupations  of  one  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  so- 
ciety to  draft  certain  rules  and  regulations,  the  society 
could  not  immediately  proceed  in  their  business. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  earnestly  request  that  the 
committee  would  prepare  such  rules  and  regulations,  and 
that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  Widows'  Fund  Socie- 
ty- 
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ARTICLE  XX. 

Particularia, 

Resolved^  That  it  be  the  duty  of  each  Classis  to  inform 
this  Synod,  at  the  next  stated  meeting,  how  many  copies 
of  the  printed  minutes  of  Synod  they  wish  to  receive  an- 
nually for  the  use  of  their  congregations,  and  that  they  be 
considered  responsible  to  the  Questor  of  Synod  for  the 
amount  of  said  copies. 

Resolved^  That  the  resolution  of  General  Synod,  at  a 
former  session,  respecting  the  raising  of  monies  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  delegates  to  Synod,  be  rescinded ;  and 
that  it  be  henceforth  made  the  duty  of  the  respective  Clas- 
ses to  raise  funds  for  paying  the  expenses  of  their  own 
delegates. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ascertain 
whetherany,andif  any,what  sums  have  been  collected  from 
the  sale  of  the  copy  right  of  the  Psalm  Book,  and  report 
to  this  body  at  their  next  session ;  and  that  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Gerardus  A.  Kuypers,  and  Selah  S.  Woodhull,  and  the 
Elder,  Mr.  James  Striker,  be  the  said  committee. 

Whereas  Synod  have  been  informed  that  our  late  Rev- 
erend Father  and  Friend,  Elias  Van  Bunschooten,  has 
been  buried  in  an  improper  place,  without  any  monument 
to  mark  the  place  of  his  interment ;  and  whereas  this  Sy- 
nod reveres  his  memory,  Resolved,  that  if  necessary,  his 
remains  be  removed  to  some  suitable  place,  and  a  monu- 
mental stone,  with  a  suitable  inscription,  be  erected. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  Livingston,  Pe- 
ter Labagh,  and  Charles  Hardenbergh,  be  a  committee  to 
carry  the  above  resolution  into  effect. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  give  an  order  on  the 
Questor  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  printing  the 
minutes  of  the  present  session,  and  that  in  case  the  monies 
in  his  hands  are  not  sufficient,  each  Consistory  be  request- 
ed to  pay  25  cents  for  each  copy  received  from  the  stated 
Clerk. 
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ARTICLE  XXI 

Questorate. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  special 
Treasurer,  and  committed  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Romeyn 
and  Peter  Steddiford,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Isaac  R. 
Houseman,  as  a  special  committee  to  audit  the  accounts 
of  the  special  Treasurer. 

Rev.  Jacob  Brodhead, 

President  of  General  Synod, 
Dear  Sir, 

The  enclosed  accounts  marked  A  and  B,  contaia 
statements  of  the  monies  received  and  appropriated  a- 
greeably  to  the  resolutions  of  General  Synod,  to  which 
they  respectively  refer,  and  of  the  balances  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  special  Treasurer. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  it  has  been  found 
difficult  in  some  cases  to  determine  whether  the  money 
received  was  intended  for  the  account  marked  A,  or 
for  that  marked  B.  Should  it  be  found  that  any  cred- 
its have  been  given  to  the  wrong  account,  upon  their 
being  pointed  out,  they  can  readily  be  corrected. 

It  would  prevent  similar  difficulties  in  future,  were 
gentlemen,  who  forward  monies  to  the  Treasurer,  to 
state  whether  they  are  the  proceeds  of  classical ^  or  of 
congregational  Collections. 

1  am,  with  much  respect, 

Rev.  and  Dear  Sir, 

Your  ob't.  serv't. 

G.  B.  VROOM, 

JuneQtk,  1816. 
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Account  A. 

Dr.  The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church,  in  account  with  G.  B.  Vroom,  special  Trea- 
surer, for  monies  received  and  appropriated  agreea- 
bly to  the  resolutions  of  June  and  October,  1815. 

1815. 
Novem,  2.    To  cash  paid  discount  on   §300  Philadelphia  notes, 
rec'd.  on  the  20th  ult.  from  Dr.  Brodliead :  discount 
at  5|  per  cent.  gl6  50 

Cash  paid  by  order  of  tlie  committee  of  finance,  for 
S4300  of  7  per  cent  stock  of  the  state  of  New-York, 
bearing  interest  from  the  1st  ultimo. 

Principal  jg4300  00 

Accrued  interest  for  one  months  25    8 


1816. 
June 


6.    Balance, 


1815. 

October  20. 

26. 


Cr. 

By  cash  received  from  Rev.  Dr.  Brodhead,  (in  Phila- 
delphia bank  notes,) 

Cash  received  from  the  committeefor  collecting'  sub- 
scriptions and  donations  within  the  Classis  of  New- 
York,  4038  27 
Deduct  counterfeit  note,  5 


-S4325    8 
736  19 
S5077  77 


§300  00 


Novem. 

1816. 

January 

8. 

2. 

Feb. 
March 

19. 

2. 

13. 

April 
June 

1. 

4. 

Cash  received  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Pelt, 

Cash  received  one  quarter's  interest  on  S4300  state 
stock, 

Cash  received  from  Rev.  D.  S.  Bogart, 

Cash  received  from  Rev.  Mr.  Comelison,  collected  in 
the  congregation  of  Bergen, 

Cash  received  from  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Santvoord,  collect- 
ed in  the  congregation  of  Bellville, 

Cash  received  a  quarter's  interest  on  state  stock. 

Cash  received  from  Rev.  John  I.  Christie,  agent  for 
taking  up  collections  in  the  Classis  of  Paramus, 
state  of  New-York, 

Cash  received  from  Dr.  "Wilson,  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee for  collecting  subscriptions,  8cc.  in  the  Clas- 
sis of  New- York, 

Cash  received  from  Rev.  Dr.  Brodhead,  (in  Philadel- 
phia bank  notes,) 


4033  27 
195 

75  25 

29  57 

155 

18 

75  25 

28 

140  43 

1316. 

June 


6.    By  balance  due  General  Synod, 
Errors  excepted,  New-York^  June  6th,  1816 


S3' 

§5077  77 
736  19 


G.  B.  VROOM. 
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Account  B. 
Dr.     The    General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Churchy  in  account  with  G.  B.  Froom,  special  Trea^ 
surer, for  monies  received  and  payments  made  agree- 
ably  to  orders  passed  prior  to  June,  1815. 

1815. 
October  18.    To  cash  paid  Staats  Van  Deursen,  Treasurer  of 

Queen's  College,  69  75 


1816 
June 


6.        Do. 

Balance, 


1815, 

October  18. 

19. 
Novem.  10. 

13. 
Decern.    5. 


1816. 
April 


19. 

26. 

8. 


13. 
17. 

30. 


June      1, 
4. 


do  d«. 


Cr. 

By  amount  received  from  Rev.  Mr.  Schureman,  Ques- 

tor  of  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick, 
Do.    received  from  Rev.  T.  G.  Smith, 
Do.    received  from  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Vechten, 
Do.  Rev.  Mr.  Cornelison, 

Do.  Rev.  Mr.  Lowe,  for  collections 

made  in  churches  of  Flatbush  and  Flatlands, 
Do.  Rev.  D.  S.  Bogart,  collected  in 

church  of  Oyster  Bay,  g7  16 

"  For  theological  fund,"  14 


Do.    received  from  the  church  in  Garden-street, 
Do.     received  from  Rev.  G.  R.  Livingston,  collected 

in  church  of  Coxsackie, 
Do.     received  from  Rev.  Mr.  Schoonmaker, 

collected  in  church  of  Newtown,  22  29 

Do.  Jamaica,  12    3 


Do.    received  from  church  in  Garden-street, 

Do.    received  from  Rev.  Mr.   Gunn,  collected  in 

church  of  Bloomingdale, 
Do.    received  from  Rev.  Mr.  Sickels,  collected  in 

the  church  of  Kinderhook, 
Do.    received  from  Isaac  L.  Kip,  Esq.  late  special 

Treasiu-er, 
Do.    received  from  the  church  of  New-York, 
Do.  Rev.  Mr.  De  Witt,  collected 

in  2d  church  of  Albany, 
Do.  Rev.  Mr.  Eltinge,  Questor 

of  the  Classis  of  Paramus,  for  collections  of  1815, 

in  church  of  Tappan,  jj52  95 

Do.  in  church  of  Clarkestown,  4  36 

Do.         do,         Paramus,  8  50 


50 
805  54 

S916  29 


60  75 
15  20 
30 
17  2S 

32 


21  IS 

89  33 

32 

34  32 
78  90 

22  35 

45 

25  64 
L96  34 

55 


15  81 


51 

50 

23  8? 

5  25 

g916  29 
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Do.  received  of  do.  for  collections  in  the  church  of 
Clarkestown,  in  1806,  1809,  and  1810,  15  12 

Do.  received  from  Rev.  Thos.  De  Witt,  collected 
in  church  of  Hopewell,  §27  50 

In  church  of  New-Hackensack,  2S  50 

Do.     received  from   Rev.  Mr.  Schureraan,  Questor 

of  Classis  of  Ne\v-Bi"unswick, 
Do.     received  from  Mr.  Vermeule,  collected  iu  the 

church  of  Haerlem, 
Do.  do.  Rev.  Mr.  Demarest,  collected  in 

the  church  of  the  English  Neighborhood, 


1816. 
June  6.     By  balance  due  General  Synod,  §805  54 

Errors  excepted, 

/  New-York,  June  6th,  1816. 

G.  B.  VROOM. 

The  following  report  was  also  received  from  Isaac 
L.  Kip,  Esq.  late  special  Treasurer,  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  same  special  committee. 

Dr.  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  in 
account  current  with  Isaac  L.  Kip,  late  Special  Trea- 
surer. 

1815. 
Septem.  19.    To  cash  paid   Staats  Van  Deursen,  Treasurer  of 
Queen's  College, 


1816. 
June  1.     To   cash  in  full   paid  G.  B.  Vroora,  Esq.  special 

Treasui'er  of  General  SjTiod,  and  my  successor  in 
office, 

1815.  Cr. 

June  5.     By  balance  per  account  rendered, 

27.     Cash  received  from   Rev.   Mr.    Gosman,  collected 
from  the  church  at  Kingston, 


Septem.  26.     By  cash  received  from  Rev.  Dr.  Bassett,  collected  in 

the  church  at  Bushwick, 
October    4.     Cash  from  Rev.  P.  Van  Pelt,  collected  at  Staten-Isl- 
and. 


jS25  64 

S477 

5 

12 

S489 

5 

§13 

64 

12 

g25  64 


Errors  excepted,    June  7th,  1816, 

ISAAC  L.  KIP. 
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The  above  special  committee  reported,  and  their  re- 
port was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  audit  the  accounts  of 
the  late  and  of  the  present  special  Treasurer,  report — 

That  they  have  attended  lo  the  business  entrusted  to 
them,  and  that  they  find,  from  an  examination  of  the 
books  of  the  late  and  of  the  present  special  Treasurer, 
that  the  accounts  presented  to  Synod  by  these  gentle- 
men, are  correct. 

THOMAS  ROiVIEYN,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  monies  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  be  insufiicient  to  discharge  the  arrearages 
due  the  professors,  agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  General 
Synod,  he  be  authorized  to  transfer  the  stock  itself  to 
them,  or  to  sell  it  and  pay  them  from  the  proceeds. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  give  an  order  on  the 
Questor  to  the  Doorkeeper  for  %  1  ^^%\  ^  % 

ARTICLE  XXII. 

Pastoral  Letter. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXIII. 

Synodical  Archives.  '  * 

Rev.  Dr.  Livingston  presented  to  Synod  a  copy  of  a 
book,  written  and  published  by  him,  entitled  "  A  Dis- 
sertation on  the  marriage  of  a  man  with  his  sister-in- 
law." 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Synod  be  presented  to 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Livingston  for  his  work,  and  that  it  be 
deposited  among  the  archives  of  Synod. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 

Resumption  and  Close. 
The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 
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Resolved,  That  the  stated  Clerk  publish  and  distri- 
bute among  the  churches,  one  thousand  copies  of  the 
minutes  of  this  Synod  duly  authenticated. 

ARTICLE  XXV. 

Adjournment 
Synod  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Albany,  on 
the  first  Wednesday  of  June,  A.  D.  1817,  at  10,  A.  M. 

JACOB  BRODHEAD,  President. 
CORNS.  C.  CUYLER,  Adsessor. 
THOMAS  DEWITT,7^ 
J.  VAN  vECHTEN,S.^"^^^'^''''^- 
'      S.  S.  WOODHULL,  Permanent  Clerk. 

Official  copy  from  the  original  minutes, 

*    #^       JOHN  M.  BRADFORD,  Stated  Clerk. 
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ACTS   AI©    PMOCEEBINeB, 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
in  North  America,  convened  in  the  City  of  Albany, 
on  Wednesday,  the  4tli  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 
The  session  continued  from  the  4th  day  of  June  to 
the  12th  day  of  June  inclusive. 

FOKMATION  OF   SYNOD. 
ARTICLE  I. 

Opening  of  the  Synod. 

1  HE  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer,  by  tlie  Rev,  Dr. 
Jacob  Brodhead,the  President  of  the  last  General  Synod. 
A  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Cornelius  C.  Cuy- 
ler,  tlie  Adsessor  of  the  last  General  Synod,  from  1.  Co- 
rinthians, xi.  27,  28,  29. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Members  present. 
From  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-Yorlc. 
1.  From  the  Classis  of  Neio-York. 
Rev.  Isaac  Labagh,  Stephen  N.  Rowan*  and  Alexan- 
der Gunn. 

Elder,  Mr.  Isaac  Heyer. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 
Rev.   John   Cornelison,    James  V.  C.  Romeyn,  and 
Staats  Van  Santvoord. 

Elder,  Mr.  Richard  Terheune. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswich. 
Rev.  Jesse  Fonda,  John  L.  Zabriskie,  and  Charles  Har- 
denbergh. 

Elder,  Mr.  Garret  R  Garretson. 

•Resigned  his  seat  to  the  Rev.  S.  S.  WoodhuU,   secundus,   on  the  7th  day 
of  the  session. 


4.  From  the  Classis  of  Paramus. 
Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  and  Dr.  Solomon  Fraeligh.* 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Long-Island. 
Rev.  Dr.  John  Bassett,  and  Jacob  Schoonmaker.f 
Elder,  Mr.  Elias  Hubbard. 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  Dr.  Jacob  Brodhead,  and  Peter  Labagh. 

From  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. 
Rev.  Cornelius  D.   Westbrook,   John  Gosman,  and 
Cornelius  C.  Cuyler. 

Elder,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Dubois. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Albany. 

Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford,  John  De  Witt,t  and  Ro- 
bert Bronk. 

Elders,  Messrs.  John  Van  Schaick,  Sanders  Lansing, 
and  Abraham  Van  Vechten,  L.  L.  D.|| 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster. 
Rev.  John  H.  Carle. 
Elder,  Mr.  Henry  Snyder. 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer. 
Rev.  James  Christie,  Richard  Sluyter  and  Nicholas  I. 

Marselus.* 

Elders,  Messrs.  Simon  DeRidder,  Henry  Gaul,  and 
Jonathan  Ostrander.|| 

From  the  Classis  of  Montgomery. 
Rev.  Abraham  Van  Home,  and  Winslow  Paige. 

ARTICLE  HI. 

Moderators. 
Rev.  Cornelius  D.  Westbrook  was  chosen,  President. 
Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinge  was  chosen  Adsessor. 

*Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 

tOb  tamed  leave  of  absence  from  the  4th  day  of  the  session. 

|Rev.  Harmanus  Van  Huysen,  the  primarius,  took  his  seat  on  the  6th  day  of 
the  session,  and  resigned  it  again  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  De  Witt,  on  the  8th  day  of 
the  session. 

||Took  his  seat  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 


E,ev.  Alexander  Gunn  and  John  Gosman  were  chosen 
Clerks,  pro  tenvpore. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Reading  of  Mimites. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  ordinary  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  were  read. 

ACTS  OF  SYNOD. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Orders  and  Rides. 
These  were  read. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Standing  Committees. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed  : 

Committee  on  the  Professorate — Rev.  Drs.  John  M. 
Rradford.  and  Jacob  Brodhead,  Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinsre 
Peter  Labagh  and  John  Gosman;  and  the  Elders,  Messrs. 
John  Van  Schaick,  and  Jeremiah  Dubois. 

Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes — Rev.  Stephen  N. 
Rowan,  and  Jacob  Schoonmaker,  and  the  Elder,  Mr. 
Isaac  Heyer, 

Committee  on  Correspondence — Rev.  James  V.  C.  Ro- 
meyn,  Aliraham  Van  Home,  and  Alexander  Gunn ;  and 
the  Elders,  Messrs.  Sanders  Lansing,  and  Henry  Snyder. 

Committee  on  Missions — Rev.  John  De  Witt,  Jacob 
Schoonmaker,  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler,  and  Jesse  Fonda ; 
^^nd  the  Elder,  Mr.  Garret  R.  Garretson. 

Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion — Rev.  John  Gos- 
man, Ro])ert  Bronk,  John  H.  Carle,  John  Cornelison, 
and  Dr.  John  Bassett ;  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Simon  De 
Ridder. 

Committee  on  Gravamina — Rev.  James  Chrystie, 
Staats  Van  Santvoord,  Winslow  Paige,  and  Richard 
Sliiyter;  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Elias  Hubbard. 


ARTICLE  III. 

Communications. 

A  copy,  in  tlie  English  language,  of  the  acts  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  North  America,  at  New-Holland, 
Pennsylvania,  September  1st,  1816,  was  received,  read 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  correspondence. 

The  following  communications  were  received  ;  viz, 

A  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  joint 
committee  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  ;  for  the  purpose 
of  arranging  a  plan  for  the  formation  of  a  society  for 
Foreign  Missions  ; 

A  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  th^  sub 
committee  of  that  joint  committee,  and  a  committee  of 
the  General  Synod  of  the  Associate  Refonned  Church  ; 

And  a  certified  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Gener- 
al Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  May  26th,  1817, 
containing  a  resolution  of  that  body  approving  the  consti- 
tution for  a  society  for  Foreign  Missions,  adopted  by  the 
several  joint  committees,  and  a  resolution  appointing  a 
committee  to  carry  the  plan  into  immediate  operation, 
in  case  similar  committees  should  be  appointed'  to  unite 
with  them,  from  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church,  and  the  General  Synod  of  the  Associate 
Reformed  Church. 

The  above  communications  were  read  and  refen-ed  to 
the  committee  on  missions. 

A  certified  copy  was  received  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  correspondence,  of  the  proceedings  of  the  con- 
vention of  the  committees  appointed  by  this  Synod  at 
their  last  session  and  by  the  General  Synod  of  the  As- 
sociate Reformed  Church,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
the  good  understanding  between  the  two  churches,  and 
for  combining  their  efforts  to  promote  the  interests  of 
the  Redeemer's  kingdom. 

A  certified  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Associate 
Reformed  Synod  in  May,  1817,  was  received  ;  from 
which  it  appeared,  that  they  have  adopted  the  plan  of  a 


society  for  Foreign  Missions,  and  also  the  plan  of  cor- 
respondence proposed  by  tlie  convention  of  the  commit- 
tees from  that  Synod  and  the  General  Synod  of  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church.  So  much  of  this  extract  as  re- 
lates to  the  plan  of  a  society  for  Foreign  Missions,  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  missions  ;  and  so  much  of 
the  said  extract  as  relates  to  the  plan  of  correspondence 
between  the  two  churches,  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  correspondence. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the 
board  of  superintendents  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  professorate. 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  General  Synod,  the  su- 
perintendents of  the  Theological  College,  report — 

That  they  met  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  General 
Synod  of  1816,  nt  the  theological-hall  in  New-Brunswick, 
on  the  last  Tuesday  in  May  ult.  for  the  purpose  of  super- 
intending the  examination  of  the  students  in  that  semina- 
ry, and  of  transacting  such  other  business  as  might  be 
necessary  for  promoting  the  oljjects  of  the  institution. 

The  board  feel  a  high  degree  of  pleasure,  in  that  they 
are  enabled  to  communicate  for  the  information  of  Synod, 
the  following  summary  account  of  the  state  of  the  school, 
viz.: 

The  professors  furnished  a  list  of  the  names  and  stand- 
ing of  the. students  composing  the  school,  from  Novem- 
ber 1816  to  June  1817,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy — 

Samuel  A.  Van  Vranken,  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  John  A. 
Burtiss,  Peter  Van  Z;indt,jun.  William  W.  Philips,  Sam- 
uelKissam,  and  John  Ludlow, — of  three  years'  standing. 

Walter  Monteith,  David  R.  De  Frees,  Cornelius  Bo- 
gardus,  and  Brogun  Huff, — of  two  years'  standing. 

John  Peltz,  James  Romeyn,  Jacob  Fonda^  Henry 
Smalts,  John  Van  Dervoort, — of  one  year's  standing — 
in  all  16. 

The  board  having  duly  attended  to  the  examination  of 
the  above  students  on  didactic,  polemic,  and  pastoral 
theology,  church  history  and  government,  the  senior  class 
were  farther  examined  on  the  Hebrew  language,  and  their 
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views  in  desiring  to  enter  into  the  work  of  the  ministry; 
and  after  having  exhibited  specimens  of  their  talents  and 
manner  of  sermonizing,  it  was  unanimously  resolved, 
that  they  (the  senior  class)  be  recommended  to  the  pi"o- 
fessors  for  certificates  in  order  to  be  admitted  to  an  ex- 
amination before  a  Classis  for  licensure. 

From  the  above  statement  it  will  appear,  that  there 
are  seven  who  have  finished  their  course  of  study ;  that 
nine  remain  in  the  school,  four  of  whom  have  entered 
on  the  third,  and  five  on  the  second  year  of  their  term. 

On  the  4th  Feb.  last,  a  special  meeting  of  the  board 
was  held  at  New  Brunswick,  when  the  committee  of  ap- 
propriation reported,  that  they  had  loaned  to  one  stu- 
dent $200,  to  another  $100,  and  given  to  a  third  $30, 
for  which  he  had  receipted.  At  the  same  meeting  $500 
were  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee,  to  which  sum 
$100  were  added  in  May  last. 

At  the  desire  of  the  students,  Professor  Scbureman 
has  been  requested  to  deliver  a  course  of  lectures  on  ec- 
clesiastical history. 

The  board  are  unwilling  to  omit  this  opportunity  to 
express  to  General  Synod  their  entire  satisfaction,  not  only 
arising  from  the  attainments,  the  talents,  and  piety  of  the 
young  gentlemen  who  have  been  examined,  being  youth 
of  much  promise, but  also  the  assiduity,  the  zeal,  the  fidel- 
ity, and  well-arranged  system  of  instruction  pursued  by 
those  worthy  professors  in  whom  the  Synod  have  repos- 
ed their  confidence.  They  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  in 
their  opinion  that  trust  has  not  Vjeen  misplaced.  Events 
have  hitherto  justified  their  choice.  We  behold,  from 
time  to  time  issuing  from  this  semii!ary,(the  long  desired 
object  of  our  American  Zion)  young  men  qualified  for 
their  work.  They  "need  not  be  ashamed."  In  this  evil 
day,  in  which  the  enemy  cometh  in  like  a  fiood,  we  trust 
the  Holy  Spii'it  is,  through  the  instrumentality  of  this 
school,  in  some  measure,  erecting  a  standard  against 
him  in  the  midst  of  our  churches. 

While  the  board  notice  the  ability  with  which  the  de- 
partment assigned  to  your  junior  prof  essor  is  conducted, 
having  entered  on  duties  new  and  untried,  guiding  our 
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self ;  they  feel  it  to  be  a  tribute  of  just  respect  to  men- 
tion the  diligence  and  the  solicitude  to  preserve  invio- 
late the  purity  of  doctrine  and  practices,  hitherto  the 
distinguishing  features  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
which  mark  the  conduct  of  that  venerable  father,  who 
long  since  was  designated  by  our  mother  church  for  the 
important  trust,  who  has  been  the  first  object  of  your 
choice,  and  who,  amidst  increasing  years  and  declining 
health,  has  manifested,  and  still  manifests  a  willingness 
to  spend  and  be  spent  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Redeemer, 
V)y  serving  his  church. 

The  board  have  only  farther  to  add,  that  they  have 
reason  to  expect  an  accession  to  the  school  in  the  course 
of  the  present  year  ;  to  what  extent  however,  they  can- 
not with  precision  say. 

The  scanty  state  of  the  funds,  continues  to  be  a  matter 
of  deep  regret :  on  this  subject  the  Synod  are  in  posses- 
sion of  documents  which  furnish  them  with  information. 

The  preceding  statement  commends  the  institution  to 
the  unremitted,  fostering  care  of  the  General  Synod, 
whilst  it  calls  forth  our  unfeigned  gratitude,  and  demands 
the  erection  of  our  Ebenezers  :  it  claims  our  importunate 
prayers  for  its  peace  and  prosperity,  and  presents  an 
object  to  which  the  exertions  of  the  whole  of  our  church, 
as  a  united  body,  should  be  directed. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

PH.  MILLEDOLER,  President 
A  true  copy, 

STEPHEN  N.  ROWAN,  Sec'ry. 

Albany,  June  6,  1817. 

The  following  report  was  received,  viz. 

The  standing  committee  of  missions  lay  their  annual 
report  before  General  Synod. 

While  their  information  respecting  the  wants  of  the 
destitute  churches  in  Canada,  and  of  those  of  their  own 
land,  has  become  more  extensive  and  interesting,  they 
regret  to  state  that  neither  the  increase  of  their  means, 
nor  the  success  of  their  exertions,  have  borne  to  it  a  suit- 
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able  proportion.  The  General  Synod  was  encouraged  at 
the  time  of  its  last  session,  in  the  expectation  that  a  mis- 
sion would  be  undertaken  and  fulfilled  into  Canada,  by 
two  ministers  of  our  church  during  the  last  year.  All 
the  necessary  arrangements  were  made  to  accomplish  an 
object,  which  considering  the  long  interrupted  commu- 
nication with  those  remote  and  destitute  sections  of  our 
church,  must  have  proved  eminently  gratifying  to  them 
and  to  us.  But  on  account  of  unexpected  obstacles,  the 
committee  was  compelled  to  abandon  all  hopes  of  the  ful- 
fillment of  that  mission.  Although  they  have  made  ex- 
ertions to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  General  Synod,  in 
obtaining  suitable  missionaries  to  go  into  Canada ;  yet 
with  the  exception  of  one  person,  whom  the  committee 
did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  employ,  their  exertions  have  till 
of  late  been  unavaihng.  Recently  however  two  gentle- 
men, the  Kev.  John  F.  Schennerhorn,  and  the  Rev.  Ja- 
cob Van  Vechten,  have  offered  their  services  on  a  mis- 
sionary tour  into  Canada  for  the  term  of  three  months. 
The  committee  immediately  embraced  the  oppoitunity  ; 
and  they  have  taken  measures  to  carry  it  into  execution 
with  all  possible  expedition.  The  committee  have  also 
furnished  means  to  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick  to  send 
a  missionary  into  the  extreme  nortliern  parts  of  New-Jer- 
sey for  a  teiTU  of  five  weeks.  That  mission  has  been  ac- 
complished ;  and  according  to  the  statement  of  the  Clas- 
sis, it  has  been  attended  with  happy  results.  Two  con- 
gregations have  thus  been  stimulated  and  induced  to  unite 
in  a  call  to  the  candidate,  Cornelius  C.  Eltinge,  wlio  was 
employed  by  the  Classis  as  their  missionaiy.  That  Clas- 
sis has  requested  further  ai<l  of  the  committee  for  the 
prosecution  of  another  mission  in  the  same  regions. 
When  the  committee  contemplate  the  extent  of  the  field 
of  labour,  and  compare  with  it  the  narrowness  of  their  re- 
sources, they  are  ready  to  say  with  the  apostles,  "  what 
are  these  among  so  many  !"  But  their  trust  is  in  Him, 
who  rendered  a  few  loaves  sufl&cient  to  feed  so  vast  a  mul- 
titude. From  various  accounts  received  on  the  subject 
of  the  Canadian  churches,  your  committee  learn  that  their 
situation  is  truly  deplorable.     The  only  minister  settled 
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among  them,  the  E.ev.  Robert  McDowell,  writes  that 
since  the  late  war,  no  favourable  appearances  as  to  the 
conversion  of  sinners  have  been  discovered,  and  that  the 
members  of  those  churches  conduct  themselves  in  gene- 
ral as  it  becometh  the  gospel  of  Christ.  He  states  that 
there  is  a  prospect  of  the  settlement  of  the  Rev.  Robert 
Slieriff,  a  minister  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  in 
the  towns  of  Hallowel  and  Sophiasburgh,  and  that  he  is 
willing  to  become  a  member  of  our  body ;  an  event  great- 
ly to  be  desired,  and  which  if  it  could  be  accomplished, 
would  be  of  the  first  importance  to  our  church  in  that  paii; 
of  Canada.  Mr.  McDowell  again  writes  on  the  subject  of 
Abner  Wright,  the  person  mentioned  in  the  minutes  of  the 
Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  who  desires  to  be  licensed 
and  ordained  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel.  And  it  is  hoped 
that  the  General  Synod  will  feel  the  importance  of 
strengthening  the  hands  of  that  faitiiful  minister  by  all 
consistent  means.  The  Canadian  churches,  in  case  of 
the  settlement  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sheriff,  and  of  the  ordi- 
nation of  Mr.  Wright,  will  be  able  to  form  themselves 
into  a  separate  Classis ;  a  circumstance  which  would 
give  a  new  tone  and  aspect  to  their  concerns. 

Although  the  situation  of  those  churches  mustbetoall 
w]io  have  a  heart  to  feel,  a  subject  of  regret ;  yet  the 
committee  cannot  acquit  their  consciences,  without  again 
calling  the  attention  of  General  Synod  to  the  wants  of 
churches  nearer  home, and  more  immediately  the  subject 
of  its  obligation.  Notwithstanding  the  resolution  of  Gen- 
eral Synod  to  limit  their  labours  to  the  churches  of  Cana- 
da,it  is  hoped  that  that  reverend  body  will  hear  and  weigh 
with  all  suitable  candour  and  interest,the  urgent  calls  for 
help  of  so  many  of  its  churches  in  the  very  midst  of  us, 
whose  walls  are  crumbling  into  ruins,  and  whose  ordi- 
nances are  fast  falling  into  contempt.  Says  one  commu- 
nication, "in  this  county  (Herkimer)  there  is  but  one 
■'  regular  minister,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Spinner.  In  what  an 
"  awful  state  must  be  the  towns  in  the  county  of  Mont- 
"  gomery  ?"  says  another  communication.  "In  the  Classis 
"  of  Montgomery  there  are  ten  or  twelve  vacancies,  and 
"  they  have  required  the  stated  clerk  of  that  body  to  re- 
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"  quest  tlie  committee  of  missions  to  take  into  considera- 
''  tion  the  expediency  of  employing  a  missionaiy  within 
"  their  bounds,  comprising  the  counties  of  Montgomery, 
"  Herkimer,  and  Schoharie.  There  are  many  important 
"vacancies,  that  are  wilKng  to  contribute  in  part  towards 
"  the  support  of  such  a  mission,  which  bids  fair  to  be  fol- 
"  lowed  by  the  most  happy  consequences."  Thestaiid- 
ing  committee  also  state,  upon  their  own  knowledge,  that 
while  several  churches  have  been  entirely  lost  to  the 
church,  there  are  many  in  so  declining  a  state,  as  to  he 
but  a  step  removed  from  lost,  through  the  want  of  effi- 
cient and  zealous  attention.  Missionaries  of  zeal  and 
experience,  employed  to  labour  in  the  waste  places  of  our 
Zion,  would  soon  recal  to  our  recollection,  the  words  of 
the  prophet,  "the  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place  shall 
"  be  glad  for  them,  and  the  desert  shall  rejoice  and 
"blossom  as  the  rose." 

The  great  question  is,  where  do  our  missionary  labours 
promise  the  most  success  ?  In  a  foreign  country,  sepa- 
rated from  us  by  hundi'eds  of  miles,  the  expense  of  send- 
ing whither  swallows  up  no  small  portion  of  our  means, 
and  where  it  is  most  difficult  to  obtain  men  properly 
qualified  to  go?  or,  in  places  which  are  contiguous,  and 
under  our  immediate  inspection  and  charge,  among  a 
people  allied  to  us  by  all  the  ties  which  can  bind  the 
citizens  of  one  country  together  ?  Can  we  pass  through 
the  midst  of  our  own  churches  which  are  as  destitute  as 
those  of  Canada,  or  indeed  of  any  land,  and  travel  hun- 
dreds of  miles  in  search  of  objects  requiring  our  Chris- 
tian charity?  What  do  we  think  of  those  heads  of 
families,  who  are  too  busily  engaged  in  the  advance- 
ment of  the  family  religion  of  their  neighbours,  to  at- 
tend to  that  of  their  own  ?  Who  are  zealous  in  instruct- 
ing the  children  of  strangers,  while  their  own  are  suf- 
fered to  remain  in  the  most  lamentable  state  of  ignor- 
ance and  vice  ?  Equally  inconsistent  do  your  committee 
deem  the  conduct  of  that  church,  which  engages  in  for- 
eign missions,  while  multitudes  who  are  born  in  her  own 
bosom,  are  suffered  to  remain  in  a  state  indescribably 
more  dangerous  than  that  of  heathenism. 

But  shall  we  abandon  our  Canada  Churches?  No.  Let 
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the  Greneral  Synod  take  speedy  and  efficient  measures  to 
assist  them  in  forming  a  Classis  of  their  own  :  only  two 
ministers  more  will  be  sufficient;  and  these  two  we  have 
the  prospect  of  procuring.  Let  them  encourage  young 
men  from  the  churches  in  Canada  to  come  to  our  theolo- 
gical seminary  for  their  education,  who  will  return  to 
their  fathers,  and  become  useful  labourers  with  them 
in  the  vineyard.  The  difficulties  of  the  churches  in 
Canada  will  not  in  any  degree  be  so  great  as  those 
were  with  which  the  Dutch  Church  was  compelled  to 
contend  on  its  first  establishment  in  this  country.  And, 
wliile  we  are  endeavouring  to  render  these  churches  in  a 
great  degree  independent  of  us,  which  through  our  zeal- 
ous endeavours  and  the  blessing  of  God  upon  us,  may  be 
speedily  effected,  let  us  not  be  so  unnatural  as  to  seal  our 
ears  against  the  cries  of  our  own  perishing  brethren  with- 
in only  a  few  miles  of  our  doors.  Or,  if  we  are  determin- 
ed to  cherish  the  fondness  for  distant  missions  in  prefer- 
ence to  those  which  may  be  conducted  with  the  greatest 
success  under  our  immediate  eye,  let  us  rather  turn  our 
steps  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  behold  that  field 
already  whitening  for  the  reaper's  sickle.  There,  if  the 
committee  have  been  correctly  informed,  we  may  prom- 
ise ourselves  great  and  permanent  and  certain  success. 
Are  we  deaf  to  the  fact,  that,  after  great  and  expensive 
exertions,  many  years  since,  in  establishing  churches  in 
our  connection  in  Canada,  and  after  great  difficulties  and 
expense  in  supporting  them,  many  of  their  number  have 
become  almost  extinct  ? 

Tlie  committee  further  state,that  they  have  not  sent  the 
Rev.  Mr.  McDowell  a  copy  of  Scott's  commentary  on 
the  bible,  having  understood  that  Mr.  McDowell  had 
furnished  himself  with  a  copy  when  he  was  last  down. 
And  the  committeerequestthe  direction  of  Synod  whether 
they  must  send  him  the  amount  in  other  books,  or  for- 
ward it  in  cash.  Should  Messrs.  Schermerhorn  and  Van 
Yechten  proceed  on  their  mission  to  Canada,  it  would  be 
of  great  importance  that  they  should  be  furnished  with  a 
sufiicient  supply  of  bibles  and  religious  tracts ;  and  the 
committee  hope  that  this  suggestion  will  not  escape  the 


14 

attention  of  General  Synod.  General  Synod  is  also  re- 
quested to  appoint  supplies  for  the  pulpits  of  those  gen- 
tlemen during  theu^  absence. 

The  committee  also  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety 
of  taking  measures  to  awaken  the  attention  of  our  can- 
didates to  missionary  labors,  and  to  impress  them  with 
a  suitable  sense  of  the  deplorable  situation  of  our  desti- 
tute settlements.  By  directing  their  exertions  towards 
this  object,  more  extensively  and  particularly  than  has  as 
yet  been  done  by  our  candidates,  they  would  not  only 
gain  much  important  infonnation  and  experience,  but 
they  would  be  more  abundantly  useful  to  that  cause  to 
which  they  profess  to  be  devoted. 

The  treasurer  has  presented  his  account,  from  which 
it  appears  that  he  has  $305,60  in  hand;  fifty  dollars  of 
which  are  due  to  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick  for  the 
mission  of  Mr.  Eltinge. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  M.  BRADFORD,  Chairman. 

The  above  report  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  missions. 
The  following  communications  were  received,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  professorate,  viz. 

1.  A  memorial  from  a  number  of  the  members  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Churches  in  the  city  of  New- York,  re- 
questing the  removal  of  the  theological  college  to  New- 
York. 

2.  A  form  of  a  subscription  paper,  circulated  by  these 
members ;  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  subscriptions  in 
favor  of  the  theological  seminary  in  case  of  the  removal 
of  it  to  New-York. 

3.  A  certified  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Consistory 
of  New-York,  authorising  their  treasurer  to  receive  and 
keep  all  monies  obtained  by  cent  societies  and  by  an  as- 
sociation for  supporting  the  theological  seminaiy,  provi- 
ded it  be  located  in  New- York. 

4.  A  plan  of  measures  to  remove  the  tlieological  sem- 
inaiy to  the  city  of  New- York. 

6.  A  copy  of  the  subscription  list,  containing  the 
names  of  the  subscribers,   and  the  sums  subscribed  by 


15 

them,  for  the  support  of  the  theological   seminary,  in 
case  of  its  removal  to  New-York. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Correspondence. 

The  committee  of  correspondence  reported,  and  their 
report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  of  correspondence  report,  that  no  re- 
cent communication  has  been  received  from  the  Synod  of 
North  Holland  ;  that  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  Synod 
of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  North  America  has 
been  received.  Your  committee  find  in  those  minutes 
nothing  demanding  the  particular  attention  of  this  body. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  express  the  gratification 
they  feel  in  a  continuance  of  a  friendly  intercourse  with 
their  German  brethren,  and  ardently  hope  that  the  bonds 
of  Christian  brotherhood  may  in  future  be  more  and 
more  strengthened. 

It  appears  from  the  minutes  of  1816,  that  delegates 
were  appointed  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  German  Sy- 
nod ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  they  have  attended  to 
the  duties  of  their  appointment,  no  mention  being  made 
of  their  attendance. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  a  copy  of  the  mi- 
nutes of  this  session  be  transmitted  to  the  German  Sy- 
nod ;  and  that  this  Synod  appoint  delegates  to  attend 
the  next  meeting  of  that  reverend  body. 

JAMES  V.  C.  ROMEYN,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Isaac  Labagh,  be  the  dele- 
gate primarius,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Milledoler,  the 
delegate  secundus,  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  the 
German  Synod. 

The  committee  on  correspondence  again  reported, 
and  their  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  on  correspondence  beg  leave  to  re- 
port, that  three  separate  communications  from  the  Asso- 
ciate Reformed  Church  have  been  committed  to  their 
consideration  : 

First,  the  original  overture  from  the  Associate  Reform- 
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ed  Synod  to  this  body  for  combining  the  mutual  ef- 
forts of  the  two  churches  for  more  effectually  promot- 
ing the  common  cause  of  truth,  and  appointing  com- 
missioners to  meet  in  convention  with  commissioners  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Dutch  Church  : 

Secondly,  the  result  of  the  conference  held  by  these 
commissioners : 

Thirdly,  its  adoption  by  the  Associate  Church. 
With  regard  to  the  first,  it  is  unnecessary  that  the 
committee  should   pass   an    opinion  or  recommend  any 
thing  on  this  subject. 

With  respect  to  the  second, your  committee  report,that 
the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  both  churches  met  in  the 
city  of  New-York,  on  the  14th  day  of  June,  1816,  viz: 
On  the  part  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Chm'ch. 
Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  Livingston,   ^ 
Rev.  Dr.  Solomon  Freeligh,       V  Ministers. 
Rev.  James  S.  Cannon,  ) 

Col.  Henry  Rutgers,]    p  . .      ^,. 

VI  1'         I  QTYl/ia    >STT»1  b-Of  I  J 


Mr.  James  Striker, 

On  the  part  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church. 

Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Mason,        > 

Rev.  Dr.  Alexander  Proudfit,  >  Ministers. 

Rev.  EVjenezer  Dickey,  ) 

Mr.  Joseph  Nourse,    )    7-,  7-        7^77 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Clark,  [  ^"'"^  ^^"''- 

After  discussing  the  several  propositions  made  for 
promoting  the  important  objects  of  the  convention,  the 
followdng  is  the  result,  viz. 

1.  The  Reformed  Dutch  Church  and  the  Associate  Re- 
formed Church,  being  bound  by  the  strongest  ties  of  fi- 
delity to  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  summarily  exhibited 
in  their  respective  confessions  of  faith,  do  hereby  most 
distinctly  recognize  the  obligation  to  maintain  that  truth 
so  exhibited,  and  do  pledge  themselves  to  each  other  as 
brethren  in  the  Lord,  not  to  allow  any  doctrine  subver- 
sive thereof  or  contrary  thereto,  to  be  preached  in  any  of 
their  congregations,  and  to  give  each  other  every  aid  and 
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assistance  in  their  power  in  this  good  and  holy  work. 

2.  The  two  churclies  agree  to  receive  their  respective 
ministers,  candidates  for  the  ministry,  and  private  mem- 
bers, to  free  and  full  communion,  as  the  Lord  shall  af- 
ford opportunity :  allowing  their  ministers  and  candi- 
dates for  the  ministry  to  preach,  when  properly  invited,  in 
their  congregations,  settled  or  vacant ;  and  admitting 
them  as  well  as  tlie  private  members  of  the  t^vo  churches 
to  sacramental  fellowship ;  but  in  order  to  prevent  impo- 
sition and  irregularity,  they  further  agree  to  inform  each 
other  of  the  manner  in  which  ministers,  prol^ationers, 
and  private  members  are  accredited,  and  furnish  and  ac- 
cept credentials  and  certificates  which  shall  correspond 
with  the  forms  to  be  respectively  communicated. 

3.  The  two  churches  or  any  part  of  them,  shall  not 
interfere,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  their  government  or 
order  respectively,  but  will  strengthen  each  other's  hands 
by  discountenancing  and  refusing  all  applications, which 
may  be  made  to  them  by  ministers,  probationers,  or  pri- 
vate members  from  either,  unless  regularly  accredited  by 
the  other,according  to  the  tenor  of  the  preceding  article. 

4.  Vacancies  shall  be  at  liberty  to  call  a  minister  from 
either  of  the  churches, according  to  the  order  established 
in  that  church  from  which  he  may  be  called ;  he  conform- 
ing himself  to  the  order  of  the  church  to  which  he  may 
be  called.  And  in  case  of  a  congregation  being  formed 
of  people  from  both,  it  shall  be  at  liberty  to  put  itself  un- 
der the  care  of  either,  at  its  option. 

5.  The  General  Synods  of  the  two  churches  shall  form 
and  maintain  a  regular  and  constant  correspondence 
with  each  other,  by  the  mission  of  two  ministers  and  two 
elders  from  each  to  the  other,  who  shall  be  affectionate- 
ly received,  and, always  honored  respectively  as  mem- 
bers, enjoying  a  right  to  deliberate  and  advise  upon 
every  question,  but  not  to  vote  upon  any. 

The  convention  have  also  had  under  their  consideration 
the  subject  of  the  theological  education  of  the  ministry  of 
the  two  churches.  But  considering  the  magnitude  of  the 
question  which  it  involves^  they  would  merely  present  it 
to  the  view  of  the  two  churches  as  of  an  interest  sufficient 
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to  command  their  most  serious  regard,  with  a  view  to 
such  measures,  as  after  the  most  mature  reflection,  may  be 
found  best  calculated  to  promote  the  common  benefit. 

Your  committee  find  that  the  articles  agreed  on  by  the 
convention  have  been  adopted  by  the  Associate  Church 
without  any  alteration  or  amendment;  and  your  commit- 
tee recommend  the  adoption  thereof  by  this  body.  They 
beg  leave  however  to  state  to  the  Synod  one  difiiculty 
arising  from  the  5th  article,  which  contravenes  a  reso- 
lution of  the  General  Synod,  relative  to  advisory  mem- 
bers :  the  consideration  of  which  is  submitted  to  the 
superior  wisdom  of  the  Synod. 

All  which  is  repectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  V.  C.  ROMEYN/Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  this  report  be  received  ad  referen- 
dum. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Synodical  Reports  on  the  State  of  the  Churches. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  religion  reported,  and 
their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  religion,  submit  the 
following  report : 

That  according  to  their  appointment  they  have  examin- 
ed the  minutes  of  the  Particular  Synods  of  New-York 
and  Albany,  and  present  the  following  statement  as  the 
result : — Your  committee  find  a  deficiency  in  the  statis- 
tical tables,  which  prevents  that  minuteness  of  details 
which  they  esteem  both  desirable  and  necessary. 

The  present  year  has  added  its  testimony  that  Grod  has 
not  forsaken  our  Zion .  Although  no  extensive  revivals  of 
religion  have  occurred  within  their  bounds  during  the  year, 
yet  God  has  visited  his  heritage  with  "a  refreshing  from 
his  presence^ — Evidence  has  been  given  that  his  word 
shall  not  return  void.  The  careless  have  been  arrested 
in  their  career  of  folly — a  spirit  of  enquiiy  excited — ^for- 
mal professors  aroused  fi'om  spirilnml  sluml^er,  and  be- 
lievers built  up  in  their  most  holy  faith.     The  ordinances 
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of  Christ  are  dispensed  with  regularity,  and  the  order  of 
God's  house  observed,  according  to  the  excellent  stand- 
ards of  the  cliurch. — The  Heidelbergh  catechism  is  ex- 
plained, and  your  committee  rejoice  that  this  excellent 
form  of  sound  words,  constitutes  a  part  of  the  minis- 
trations of  the  sanctuary.  While  this  is  continued,  our 
ministry  will  retain  in  doctrine,  un corruptness,  gravity, 
sincerity,  "  sound  speech  that  cannot  be  condemned;  " 
and  as  far  as  means  by  the  constitution  of  God  are  con- 
nected with  ends,  our  people  will  be  established  in  the 
faith  of  the  gospel — capable  of  detecting  eri'ors,  whether 
more  gross  or  refined,  and  will  reject  all  departures  from 
the  simplicity  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  as  that  "vain  jang- 
ling which  ministersstrife,''ratherthan  "  godly  edifying." 
With  gratitude  to  Him  who  hath  all  hearts  in  his  liand, 
they  would  record,  that  harmony  prevails  in  our  chm'ch- 
es — Ministers  and  people  appear  to  study  the  peace  of 
Jerusalem — Associations  for  prayer  have  increased  dur- 
ing the  year.  These  institutions  furnish  the  most  deci- 
sive evidences  of  an  increase  of  spiritual  fervor  in  our  peo- 
ple, and  harbingers  of  blessing  to  our  land.  The  bonds  of 
Christian  fellowship  have  been  drawn  more  chisel y — the 
savour  of  religion  preserved  in  the  heart,  and  tliat  often 
neglected,  but  important  duty  of  beaiing  one  another's 
burdens,  thus  fulfilling  the  law  of  Christ,  revived. 

The  present  time  is  distinguished  by  vigorous  efforts 
to  extend  the  kingdom  of  the  Redeemer  in  the  earth. — 
Christians  appear  to  feel  their  responsibility  as  ''''stewards 
of  the  manifold  grace  of  God^""  and  no  longer  look  on- 
ly on  their  own  things,  but  also  on  the  things  of  others. 
A  disposition  to  "  devise  liberal  things,"  is  spreading  in 
our  church.  Societies  for  the  support  of  the  theological 
seminary,  and  for  the  establishment  of  missions,  have 
been  formed,  and  promise  to  afford  considerable  pecu- 
niary aid. 

From  your  school  of  the  prophets,  laborers  have  en- 
tered the  vineyard — New  congregations  formed^  and 
others  watered.  The  committee  rejoice,  that  our  coun- 
try has  taken  her  place  in  the  glorious  work  of  dif- 
fusing the  word  of  life  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
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It  is  auspicious  for  our  land,  that  rank,  talent  and  wealth, 
are  consecrated  to  tlie  blessed  purpose  of  giving  light 
to  those  who  are  sitting  in  darkness  and  the  region  of 
the  shadow  of  death.  The  formation  of  the  American 
Bible  Society,  will  reflect  imperishable  honor  on  the  en- 
lightened benevolence  which  devised,  and  the  liberality 
which  furnishes  resources  for  the  accomplishment  of  its 
benign  design.  The  period  so  long  desired  appears  to 
approach,  when  God's  people  "  shall  see  eye  to  eye  " — 
when  minor  differences  no  longer  separating  the  children 
of  the  same  family,  shall  waiTant  the  belief,  that  Zion, 
putting  on  her  beautiful  garments — bearing  the  triumph- 
ant banner,  with  this  inscription — One  Lord — One  Faith 
— One  Baptism — will  become  the  joy  of  all  the  earth. 

The  statistical  tables  accompany  this  report. 

JOHN  GOSMAN,  Chairman. 


CLASSICAL  REPORTS. 

Particular  Synod  of  New- York. 

Classis  of  New-  York. 


03 

Tl 

-^^ 

QC 

s"  o 

<11 

N 

■a 
i 

4-4 

§ 

o    . 
^  Pi 

C3    O 

as 

'6 
.2 

TJ 

a 

o 

u 

c3   |3 

03 

Pastors. 

^ 

1"^ 

^* 

CD    o 

O 

5 
7 

1 

0) 
ft 

19 

808 

-73 
-si 

4 

<4-l 
h- 1 

80 

Church  New- York 

375 

1875 

787 

26 

14 

Drs.  G,  A.  Kuypers 

and  P.  Milledoler 

Church  G.  Street 

139 

810 

81 

20 

5 

2 

104 

Rev  J.  M.  Matthews 

Brooklyn 

145 

730 

113 

10 

5 

5 

1 

122 

27 

Rev  S.  S.  WoodhuU 

G.  R.  Church 

188 

213 

4 

1 

3 

213 

3 

35 

Rev  I.  Labagh 

Northwest  Church 

230 

355 

22 

1] 

4 

2 

4 

400 

3 

85 

Rev  C.  Bork 

Greenwich  Church 

90 

540 

137 

16 

9 

8 

6 

148 

4 

22 

Rev  S.  N,  Rowan 

Bloomingdale 

36 

28 

8 

2 

1 

5 

2 

30 

25 

Rev  A.  Gunn 

Haerlem 

Tarry  Town 

Rev  T.  G.  Smith 

Cortlandt  Town 

50 

220 

49 

4 

45 

8 

Rev  A.  Hoffman 

Fordham 

40 

3 

2 

24 

13 

No  pastor 
Rev  J.  T.  Jackson 
and  I.  H.  Freyer 
without  charge. 

Classis  of  New- Brunswick. 


New-Brunswick 
Rariton 
Six-Mile  Run 
Hillsborough 
Bedminster 
Middletown  &  ) 
Freehold  ) 

Rockaway  and 
Lebanon 
Wallpeek  and 
Hardwyck 
Minisink 
Mahocamock 
Clove 
Smithfield 
Salt  River 


260 

1565 

195 

31 

16 

10 

1 

5 

226 

8 

60 

195 

165 

4 

5 

7 

1 

5 

159 

53 

142 

840 

150 

8 

2 

1 

157 

36 

95 

600 

106 

19 

13 

8 

2 

9 

119 

9 

74 

168 

1125 

125 

8 

5 

5 

4 

2 

131 

4 

31 

100 

600 

4 

1 

2 

90 

57 

Rev  Jesse  Fonda 
J.  S .  Vredenbergh 
J.  S.  Cannon 
J.  L.  Zabriskie 
C.  Hardenburgh 

B.  Dubois 


No  report. 


Classis  of  Bergen. 


Bergen 

Enghsh  ) 

Neighborhood      j 

Hackensack  ^ 

Schraelenburgh  J 

Ponds 

Pompton  and       ^ 

Wynachie  j 

Pompton  Plains 

Puckness 

Belleville  and 

Stonehouse  Plains 

Fairfield 

Boontown 

Newfoundland 


150 

141 

101 
151 

184 


70 

96 

114 


600 
817 

410 

556 
938 


366 
527 
649 


119 

66 

95 
153 

108 


122 

63 

94 
176 
105 


Rev.  I.  Cornelisen 
C.  T.  Demarest 

J.  V.  C.  Romejm 
J.  Demarest 
J.  T.  Field 


S.  Van  Santvoord 


Classis  of  Paramus — No  report. 

Classis  of  Philadelphia — No  report 

Classis  of  Long-Island. 


Staten  Island 

New-Utreclit 

Gravesend 

Flat  Lands  and 

Flatbush 

Bushwyck 

Newtown  and 

Jamaica 

Success  and 

Oyster-Bay 


tj 

ci 

— 

fT-! 

0/ 

bD 

3  -e 

N 

.2 
d 

o 

o'3 

9  ^ 

il 

3  a 
.2 

1  i 

o 

a 

^3 

.2 

i 

.a 
f 

VI 

a 
26 

14 

H 

M 

O 

p 

02 

w 

H 

<5 

197 

985 

170 

90 

2 

3 

2 

85 

25 

60 

488 

59 

3 

2 

60 

2 

15 

67 

550 

41 

4 

1 

46 

12 

129 

1160 

102 

12 

1 

1 

114 

1 

21 

74 

579 

69 

14 

2 

81 

6 

83 

500 

82 

4 

2 

3 

2 

83 

1 

9 

107 

600 

71 

7 

3 

75 

1 

35 

58 

45 

8 

Pastors. 


Rev  P.  I    Van  Pelt 
J.  Seattle 
M.  Schoonmaker 


P.  Lowe 

Dr.  Bassett 
J.  Schoonmaker 
Zach's.  Kiiypers 
T.  Kuypers 
D.  Bogert 


Particular  Synod  of  Albany. 


Classis  of  Albany. 

Albany  1st  church 

1    1 

14 

7 

1 

1 

33 

Rev  J.  M.  Bradford 

2d  church 

No  report. 

John  De  Witt 

Coxsackie 

210 

1450 

99 

12 

1 

1 

109 

2 

38 

G.  R.  Livingston 

Boght 

74 

467 

3 

91 

7 

) 

Washington  & 

1 

■  R.  Bronk 

Gibbonville 

( 

54 

355 

11 

2 

) 

Niskeuna  and 
Amity 

) 

160 

1280 

170 

1 

1 

1 

1 

170 

2 

49 

Thomas  Romeyn 

Schenectady 

860 

47 

9 

246 

3 

68 

J.  Van  Vechten 

1st  in  4th  ward 

11 

9 

1 

96 

20 

No  pastor 

Bethlehem  and 

> 



Coeymans 

No  report. 

No  pastor 

Jerusalem, 

) 

Salem  and 

No  report 

Hars.  Van  Huysen 

Helderbergh 

) 

Classis  of  Rensselaer. 


Saratoga 

Easton 

Schaghticoke 

Tyashoke 

Union  Village 

Schodack 

Wynantskill 

Union  Village 

Greenbush 

Bloomingrove 

Kinderhook 

Claverack  and      ) 

Hillsdale  j 

Argyle  U.  Ch. 


110 

594 

99 

5 

1 

2 

1 

102 

3 

10 

1 

56 

324 

34 

1 

6 

6 

35 

1 

11 

I 

60 

250 

50 

6 

2 

58 

28 

) 

50 

220 

50 

3 

1 

1 

1 

52 

9 

c 

140 

914 

1 

1 

92 

12 

/ 

127 
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6 

1 

4 

101 

30 

1 

207 

1250 

159 

49 

4 

2 

1 

6 

203 

6 

32 

59 

258 

8 

•3 

42 

2 

1 

103 

1 
[no 

) 

617 

13 

73 

1 

18 

repo 

rt 

[■  Rev  Philip  Duryea 
Stephen  Ostrander 

Peter  Van  Buren 

R.  A.  Westervelt 
James  Christie 

N.  I.  Marselus 

Jacob  Sickles 

Richard  Sluyter 

No  pastor 


Olassis  of  Ulster. 


— <  a  42   jn 


New-Hurley 

Marbletown 

Hurlej"^ 

Ashokan 

Montgomery 

Rocbester 

Wawarsink 

CloYe 

Saugerties 

CatskiU 

Shawangtink  & 

New-Prospect 

Flatbush  and 

Woodstock 

Paltz 

Neversink 

Mamakating 

Bloomingdale 

Klyue  Esopus 

Middletown 

Beaverdam 


2 

a 
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it 
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'1 
II 
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1 

O 
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% 

TS 

d 

® 
Q 

Ti 
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M  Ph 

<D    o 

a 

.2 

CO 

.2 

^g 

Tl 

^ 

H 

Ph 

o 

w 

OQ 

H 

<t1 

180 

1092 

89 

3 

1 

91 

250 

1701 

65 

6 

70 

36 

272 

51 

1 

1 

53 

63 

431 

62 

1 

214 

1150 

265 

15 

3 

7 

6 

273 

3 

234 

1624 

1 

73 

153 

1064 

7 

1 

56 

98 

584 

1 

1 

20 

200 

1200 

119 

20 

138 

1 

100 

9 

4 

1 

3 

90 

2 

11 


No  report. 


Pastors. 


Rev  P.  D.  Freligb 

>  John  W.  Carle. 

Moses  Freligh 

-  James  Murphy 

Henry  Ostrander 
Peter  S.  Wynkoop 

I  A.  D.  Wilson 
V  P.  A.  Overbagh 


\  No  pastor. 


Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. 


Poughkeepsie 

FishkiU 

Kingston 

Khinebeck  Flats 

St.  Johns 

Redhook 

Linlithgow 

New-Hackensack 

Hopewell 

Staatsburgh 

Pleasant  Plains 

Greenbush  and 

Tackhanack 

Redhook 


300 
100 
280 
165 
83 

109 

105 

98 

64 

270 

20 


1900 


1750 
980 


700 
650 


1820 


302 

29 

4 

3 

1 

9 

322 

101 

1 

1 

1 

2 

100 

306 

29 

1 

3 

2 

231 

144 

9 

2 

8 

3 

2 

142 

83 

6 

4 

1 

84 

65 

14 

3 

82 

78 

11 

1 

1 

89 

109 

6 

2 

2 

1 

104 

18 

1 
6 

1 
5 

20 
11 

150 

5 

163 

15 

15 

20 


Rev  C.  C.  Cuyler 
C.  D.  Westbrook 
John  Gosman 
Wm.  M 'Murray 

-  Andw.  N.  Kittle 

I  Thos.  De  Witt 

No  pastor 
No  pastor 

H.  Vedder 

No  pastor 


Classis  of  Montgomery — No  report. 


Kesolved,  That  it  be  enjoined  on  tlie  ministers  and  con- 
sistories under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  judicature  to  be  strict 
and  punctual  in  making  out  their  yearly  reports. 

AETICLE  VI. 


Nothing  occurred. 


Synodical  Appeals. 
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AETICLE  VII. 

8y nodical  References. 

The  committee  on  synodical  minutes  reported,  and 
their  report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows; 

The  committee  on  synodical  minutes  report,  that  they 
find  the  following  particulars  on  the  minutes  of  the  Par- 
ticular Synods  of  New- York  and  Albany  which  claim  the 
attention  of  this  body. 

On  the  minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York, 

1.  A  resolution  in  these  words,  "  That  this  Synod  do 
"not  feel  at  liberty  to  recommend  to  the  judicatures  un- 
""der  their  care,  the  recommendation  of  General  Synod 
"with  respect  to  the  administration  of  the  ordinance  of 
"baptism  ;  because  they  deem  the  practice  recommend- 
"  ed  }jy  General  Synod  contrary  to  the  word  of  God, 
' '  and  the  standards  and  usages  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
"Church." 

2.  A  resolution  that  the  delegates  to  General  Synod  be 
instructed  to  request  that  body  to  rescind  their  alteration 
of  the  resolution  of  1804,  respecting  the  administration  of 
the  ordinance  of  baptism,  so  that  the  above  mentioned 
resolution  may  again  take  effect. 

3.  A  resolution  that  the  delegates  to  General  Synod 
use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  prevail  on  that  reverend 
body  to  reconsider  their  plan  with  respect  to  missions, 
so  as  to  restrict  the  labours  of  any  one  missionary  to  a 
less  extent  of  country. 

On  the  minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany, 

4.  A  reference  to  this  body  of  a  statement  of  the  Kev. 
Mr.  M'Dowell,  originally  made  to  the  Classis  of  Albany, 
that  there  is  a  man,  pious,  orthodox,  well  informed,  and 
who  is  in  the  habit  of  exhorting,  who  desii-es,  and  the 
people  among  whom  he  labours,  unite  in  his  desires,  to 
be  licensed  and  ordained  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel. 

5.  The  following  question  originated  in  the  Classis  of 
Albany,  referred  for  advice  to  this  body,  viz :  ' '  Wh  at  de- 
"  gree  of  knowledge,  and  what  are  the  indispensable,  spe- 
"  cific,  and  particular  e\ddences  of  faith  and  piety,  requi- 
"site  according  to  the  word  of  God,  constitution,  and  ac- 
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"  knowledged  customs  and  usages  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
"  Church,  in  a  parent  or  parents  to  entitle  theu'  children  to 
"  baptism  and  the  want  of  which  in  the  parent  or  parents, 
"  makes  it  a  duty  to  deny  baptism  to  their  children  ?  " 

6.  A  reference  of  the  following  question,  originated  in 
the  Classis  of  Montgomeiy :  Whether,  agreeably  to  the 
principles  of  the  constitution,  and  the  practice  of  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church,  it  is  required  that  such  persons,  as 
have  been  once  ordained  andserved  as  eldersof  thechurch, 
shall  be  re-ordained  upon  a  future  election  to  that  office  ? 

7.  A  request  to  General  Synod  to  establish  a  theolo- 
gical school  within  the  bounds  of  the  Particular  Synod 
of  Albany,  in  such  way  and  manner,  as  they  in  their  wis- 
dom may  deem  best  calculated  to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  church  of  Christ  generally,  and  especially  of  that 
part  of  it  which  is  under  the  care  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
Particular  Synod  of  Albany. 

8.  The  reference  of  a  resolution,  originated  in  the  Clas- 
sis of  Poughkeepsie,  that  the  General  Synod  be  requested 
to  invite  the  Classes  to  amend  the  constitution  so  as  to 
make  it  the  duty  of  the  students,  when  they  shall  have 
completed  their  course  of  study,  to  apply  to  the  Classis 
within  whose  bounds  they  properly  belong  for  examina- 
tion. 

All  which  is  submitted, 
STEPHEN  N.  ROWAN,      ) 
JACOB  SCHOONMAKER,y  Committee. 
ISAAC  HEYER.  ) 

The  first  section  of  the  report  of  the  committee  onsyn- 
odical  minutes  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consist- 
ing of  the  Rev.  Charles  Hardenbergh,  John  L.  Zabriskie, 
and.  Nicholas  J.  Marselus,  and  the  elders,  Messrs  John 
Van  Schaick,  Sanders  Lansing,  and  Abraham  Van  Vech- 
ten. 

The  third  section  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
missions. 

The  fourth  section  was  refeiTed  to  the  committee  on 
the  professorate. 
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The  fifth  section  was  referred  to  a  special  committee, 
consisting  of  the  Kev.  Dr.  Solomon  Frseligh,  Isaac  La- 
bagh,  and  Dr.  Jacob  Broadhead,  and  the  elders,  Messrs. 
Isaac  Heyer,  and  Richard  Terheune. 

In  relation  to  the  sixth  section,  it  was  resolved,  as  the 
opinion  of  this  Synod,  that  the  ordination  of  elders,  at 
their  first  election,  gives  them  authority,  as  mling  elders, 
until  the  period  of  rotation  in  office;  and  afterward  a 
voice  in  the  great  consistory,  and  in  the  general  sei'vice 
of  the  chm'ch,  when  duly  appointed ;  and  that  upon  re- 
election, the  form  is  to  be  considered  as  a  re-installation 
in  the  duties  of  a  ruling  elder  in  a  particular  church. 

The  seventh  section  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  professorate. 

The  eight  section  was  not  taken  under  consideration, 
and  the  Synod  adopted  the  following  resolutions: 

Whereas  the  40th  explanatory  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion, leaves  it  optional  with  students  of  theology  to  apply 
for  examination  to  any  of  the  Classes;  and  the  present 
practice  of  the  students  in  applying  exclusively  to  the 
Classis  of  New- Brunswick,  is  not  satisfactory  to  some 
other  Classes;  and  as  this  Synod  believes  the  follo\\ing 
practice  will  be  calculated  to  increase  the  interest  felt  by 
the  different  Classes,  and  the  congregations  under  their 
care,  in  the  theological  seminary,  by  affording  frequent 
opportunities  of  witnessing  the  fi'uits  of  that  seminary 
in  students  with  whom  they  are  personally  acquainted, 
and  in  whose  welfare  they  are  more  immediately  inter- 
ested; therefore. 

Resolved^  That  all  our  students  be  again  request^id  to 
attend  to  the  recommendation  of  Synod,  as  recorded  in 
their  minutes  of  October  and  November,  1813. 

The  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  first 
section  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  synodical  mi- 
nutes reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows: 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  first  article  of  there- 
port  on  synodical  minutes,  report,  that  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  the  high- 
est ecclesiastical  authority  is  vested  in  the  General  Synod. 


27 

Hence  it  follows,  that  the  acts  of  this  Synod  cannot  right- 
fully be  supervised  by  any  other  ecclesiastical  assembly 
which  that  constitution  recognizes. 

The  resolution  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York, 
entered  on  their  minutes  of  the  last  October  session,  im- 
pugning the  act  of  this  Synod  of  June,  1816,  relating  to 
baptism,  is  therefore  unwarrantal^le,  and  subversive  of 
that  subordination  and  good  order,  which  are  enjoined  as 
well  ]jy  the  precepts  of  the  gospel  as  by  the  most  con- 
stitutional pro  visions — Therefore,  yourcommittee  are  of 
opinion  that  it  behoves  this  Synod  to  assert  and  vindicate 
its  paramount  authority;  and  with  that  view,  respectfully 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  resolution  of  the  Particu- 
lar Synod  of  New- York,  assumes  a  power  not  conferred 
by  the  constitution  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church,  and  is  a  direct  invasion  of  the  legitimate  authori- 
ty of  this  Synod,  and  therefore  highly  censurable. 

CHAELES  HARDENBERGH,  1 
JOHN  L.  ZABRISKIE,  1 

NICHOLAS  I.  MARSELUS,      I  ^        .. 

SAUNDERS  LANSING,  ^  ^ommiuee. 

ABRAHAM  VAN  VECHTEN, 
JOHN  VAN  SCHAICK, 

Tlie  committee  appointed  on  the  fifth  section  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  synodical  minutes,  made  a  re- 
port, which  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  apointed  on  the  fifth  section  of  the  re- 
port on  synodical  minutes,  submit  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  as  the  ministers  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Cliurch  are  supposed  to  l)e  fully  competent  to  judge,  ac- 
cording to  the  standards  and  rules  of  the  church,  of  all 
the  qualifications  absolutely  necessary  in  parents  in  order 
to  entitle  their  children  to  baptism,  therefore  any  explana- 
tion on  the  subject  would  be  useless  and  nugatory, 
SOLOMON  FR^LIGH,  Chairman. 
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AETICLE  VIII. 

Grievances. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  accepted,  viz: 
The  committee  on  (rrai^o^mma  report,  that  nothing  has 

appeared  before  them  requiring  the  attention  of  General 

Synod. 

JAMES  CHRYSTIE,   Chairman. 

AKTICLE  IX. 

Church  Government. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  X. 

Doctrines  and  Morals. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XL 

Customs  and  Usages. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

Schools  and  Christian  Education. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

Queen's  College. 

The  following  cummunication  was  received,  and  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  the  professorate,  viz: 

New-Brunswick,  2d  June,  1817. 

The  treasurer  of  Queen's  College  herewith  transmits 
for  the  information  of  General  Synod,  the  accounts  of  the 
prof  essoral  fund.  He  has  also  received  from  the  executors 
of  the  Rev.  Elias  VanBunschooten,inpartof  the  residu- 
ary legacy,  bequeathed  to  the  trustees  of  Qneen's  College, 
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three  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars, 
which  has  been  put  at  interest  on  bond  and  mortgage. 
He  acknowledges  further  to  have  received  from  the  late 
and  present  special  treasurer  of  General  Synod  since  No- 
vember, 1813,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  one  hundred 
and  nine  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents,  which  money  has 
been  credited,  partly  to  the  professoral  fund,  and  the  res- 
idue to  the  account  for  assisting  indigent  students  in  the- 
ology, according  to  the  instructions  received  from  the 
superintendents  of  the  theological  school. 

STAATS  VAN  DEUSEN, 

Treasurer  of  Queen'' s  College. 

From  the  accounts  of  the  professorate  fund,  it  appeared 
that  the  sum  of  forty-five  dollars  and  ninety-seven  and  an 
half  cents  is  now  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer 
of  Queen's  College ;  and  that  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
and  fifty  dollars  is  now  due  for  interest  on  that  fund. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

Professorate. 

The  E.ev.  Dr.  John  Schureman,  professor  of  pastoral 
theology  and  ecclesiastical  history  in  the  theological  col- 
lege, appeared  on  the  floor  of  the  Synod. 

The  committee  on  the  prof essorate  reported,  and  their 
report  was  adopted,  with  the  exception  of  the  fifth  article 
relating  to  thememorial  and  otherpapersfromNew-York. 

The  report  as  amended  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  on  the  professorate  respectfully  report, 

Tliat,  in  viewing  the  numerous  and  important  matters 
committed  to  their  deliberation  and  opinion,they  have  felt 
a  deep  responsibility  not  only  to  the  Synod  and  the  church, 
but  also  to  their  own  consciences  and  their  God,  and  that, 
while  calm  and  deliberate  investigation  assures  them  of 
the  integrity  and  sincerity  of  theu^  own  hearts,  in  the  fol- 
lowing statements  and  recommendations,they  still  desire, 
with  diffidence  in  their  own  wisdom,  to  submit  them  to 
the  more  enlightened  wisdom  of  the  General  Synod. 
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The  first  subject  of  reference  is  a  request  that  Mr. 
Abm.  Wright,  of  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  may 
receive  a  dispensation  to  be  licensed  as  a  candidate,  with- 
out the  formality  of  passing  through  the  regular  course  in 
your  institution.  Frominformation, entitled toconfidence, 
he  appears  to  be  a  man  of  piety,  heartily  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  church,  and  highly  acceptable  to  the  peo- 
ple among  whom  he  teaches  and  exhorts.  Granting  his 
request  \vill  probably  be  the  means  of  establishing  a  Clas- 
sis  in  the  Pro\^nce  of  Upper  Canada.  The  advantages 
of  such  an  establishment  can  be  easily  appreciated  by  the 
Synod.  As  this  case  is  remarkably  singular,  it  seems  to 
warrant  a  departure  from  tlie  established  rule.  Your  com- 
mittee therefore  propose  for  adoption  the  following,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Abm.  Wright  be  directed  to  apply 
to  the  Chissis  of  Albany  for  examination ;  and  that  the 
Classis,  if  they  find  him  qualified  for  usefulness  in  the 
church,  ])e  authorized  to  license  him  as  a  candidate  for 
the  ministry  of  the  gospt'l. 

The  second  subject  of  reference  is  an  application  of  the 
Particular  Synod  of  Albany  for  the  establishment  of  a 
theological  school  within  their  bounds.  Whether  the  re- 
quest intends  a  removal  of  the  existing  school  or  a  new 
establishment,  is  unkno^vn  to  your  committee.  But  as 
there  are  no  funds  provided,  or  any  securit}^  offered  for 
its  support ;  as  a  division  of  the  school  would  tend  to  dis- 
tract the  attention  and  paralize  the  efforts  of  the  churches; 
and  while  it  puts  in  jeopardy  the  present  establishment, 
would  be  followed  by  many  evil  consequences  tending 
to  strife  and  division,  your  committee  are  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted.  The 
wishes  of  parents  and  students  in  this  part  of  the  church 
may  be  as  powerful  and  proper  as  those  of  any  other 
section.  But  general,  strenuous,  and  combined  exertion 
is  necessary  for  the  prosperous  operation  of  our  theolo- 
gical college ;  and  no  division  or  diversion  of  the  re- 
sources of  any  part  of  the  churcli,  ought  to  be  allowed. 
In  this  view  of  the  subject,  your  committee  propose  the 
adoption  of  the  follomng : 

Resolved,  That  the  request  of  the  Particular  Synod  of 
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Albany  to  establish  a  theological  school  within  their 
bounds,  is  altogether  inexpedient,  and  therefore  be  not 
granted. 

The  third  subject  of  reference  is  the  report  of  the 
board  of  superintendents.  From  this  report  it  appears, 
that  during  the  past  year,  sixteen  young  gentlemen  have 
enjoyed  the  privileges  of  the  institution  ;  that  seven  of 
them,  having  passed  their  examination  before  the  board 
of  superintendents,  and  received  professoral  certificates, 
have  been  examined  and  licensed  by  Classis  as  candidates 
for  the  ministiy  of  the  gospel.  Those  students  who  have 
needed  it  have  received  assistance,  either  by  loan  or  gift, 
from  the  annual  collections,  one  moiety  of  which  is  devot- 
ed to  their  support.  These  collections  and  the  income  of 
the  fund  of  the  spiritually  charitable  Van  Bunschooten, 
which  are  pledged  to  the  college  at  New-Brunswick,  will 
meet  all  future  calls,  and  encourage  the  pious  young  man, 
restricted  in  tempoi-al  means,  to  apply  there ;  while  the 
reputation  and  ability,  the  fidelity  and  success  of  your 
professors,  will  wan-ant  the  expectation,  which  the  board 
of  superintendents  express,  of  a  considerable  accession  to 
your  "  school  of  the  prophets."  Your  committee,  con- 
sidering what  has  l)een  accomplished  with  the  means  ap- 
plied, do  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  our  churches,  this  school  has  been  as  use- 
ful and  productive  as  any  upon  the  continent. 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  this  Synod  entertain  a  grate- 
ful recollection  of  thefaithful  services  of  their  professors, 
and  feel  bound  to  support  them  in  the  arduous  work  of 
supplying  the  church  with  pious  and  faithful  pastors, 
workmen  that  need  not  be  ashamed. 

The  fourth  subject  of  reference  is  contained  in  the  ac- 
counts of  the  special  treasurer  of  Synod,  and  the  account 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  professoral  fund, embracing  the  fi- 
nances of  the  theological  college.  Though  defective, 
it  would  appear  from  them  and  other  sources  of  informa- 
tion, that  the  present  income  from  permanent  funds  now 
possessed  is  $1930;  that  annual  subscnptions  to  the 
amount  of  $300,  exclusive  of  those  in  New-York,  may 
be  depended  upon,  and  upon  proper  applications  may  be 
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much  enlarged;  that  the  average  amount  of  annual  col- 
lections in  the  churches  is  $1000:  making  in  the  aggre- 
gate $3230.  The  want  of  documents  on  which  to  calcu- 
late the  funds  and  income  of  the  college,  and  a  difficulty 
in  regard  to  interest  paid  and  received,  cause  your  com- 
mittee to  propose  for  adoption  the  following  resolution, 
viz: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  tiie  duty  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
professoral  fund,  and  the  special  treasurer  of  Synod,  to 
transmit  to  General  Synod,  with  their  annual  account 
curi'eut,  an  abstract  in  detail  of  the  funds  and  property 
confided  to  them  respectively,  and  the  annual  income 
arising  from  the  same. 

Resolved^  That  the  treasurer  of  the  professoral  fund 
press  the  payment  of  all  arrears  of  interest ;  and  also, 
in  case  further  sums  of  money  are  received  by  him  from 
the  executors  of  the  late  Rev.  E.  Van  Bunschooten  or 
other  sources,  the  same  be  invested  in  seven  per  centum 
state  stock,  in  preference  to  loaning  it  on  bonds  and 
mortgages. 

Resolved,  That  the  elders  Messrs.  John  Van  Schaick, 
Abraham  Van  Vechten,  and  Isaac  Heyer,  be  a  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  tlie  General  Synod  to  confer  with  a 
committee  of  the  board  of  trustees,  to  devise  the  best 
mode  of  investing  the  Van  Bunschooten  fund  in  seven 
per  cent  New- York  state  stock. 

While  on  this  suV)ject  your  committee  would  iterate 
the  recommendation  of  Synod  of  1816,  in  regard  to  vol- 
untary cent  societies ;  or  others,  which  have  in  view  this 
spiritual  charity.  Much  may  be  done  by  the  pious  and 
zealous,  which  we  doubt  not  are  to  be  found  in  many 
parts  of  our  churclies.  Much  may  be  done  by  subscrip- 
tions and  collections,  and  by  calling  the  attention  and  cen- 
sure of  Synod  upon  those  who  are  delinquent.  They 
therefore  propose  tlie  adoption  of  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  annual  subscriptions  and  collections 
for  the  support  of  our  theological  school,  be  continued, 
and  the  agents  ah'eady  appointed  be  urged  to  proceed : — 
That  it  be  recommended  to  every  minister  and  consis- 
tory to  establish  cent  or  other  societies, whose  collections 
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shall  be  transmitted  to  our  special  treasurer: — That  the 
Particular  Synods  be  required  to  report  all  delinquents 
in  annual  collections  to  the  General  Synod. 

The  salary  of  professor  Schureman  from  the  first  of 
October,  1816,  is  due.  Therefore,  resolved,  that  it  be 
paid  as  it  becomes  due,  out  of  any  monies  in  the  treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated. 

JOHN  M.  BRADFORD,  Chairman. 

Whereas  opinions  are  entertained  th -it  the  theological 
seminary  established  by  this  Synod  would  be  better  sup- 
ported and  rendered  more  extensively  useful  by  transfer- 
ring the  location  thereof  from  New-Brunswick  to  the  city 
of  New-York  :  And  whereas  the  members  of  the  Dutch 
Church  residing  in  the  city  of  New-York,  have  made  li- 
beral proposals  of  support  to  the  said  seminary  in  case  of 
its  being  transferred  as  aforesaid,  but  the  said  proposals 
are  not  bottomed  on  adequate  security  to  insure  the  pay- 
ment of  the  monies  proposed  to  be  raised,  and  doubts  ex- 
ist whether  such  transfer  can  be  made,  consistently  with 
the  compact  which  has  been  entered  into  by  this  Synod 
with  the  trustees  of  Queen's  College,  witliout  the  consent 
of  said  trustees :  And  whereas  it  cannot  now  be  ascertain- 
ed whether  the  said  trustees  are  willing  to  give  such  con- 
sent :  And  whereas  this  Synod  is  deeply  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  cherishing  the  aforesaid  seminary,  and 
placing  it  on  the  most  stable  footing  by  the  adoption  of 
measures  which  may  ))e  conducive  to  augment  its  funds 
and  render  them  competent  to  all  the  objects  connected 
with  its  prosperity  : 

Tiierefore,  resolved,  that  the  Rev.  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler, 
John  Gosman  and  Isaac  Labagh,  and  the  Elders,  Messrs. 
Isaac  He^^er  and  John  Van  Schaick,be  a  committee  on  the 
part  of  this  Synod  to  confer  with  a  like  committee  which 
the  General  Synod  request  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  board  of  trustet-s  of  Queen's  College,  on  tlie  sub- 
ject of  theproposed  removal ;  to  ascertain  from  said  V)oard 
their  opinion  of  the  prospects  of  supporting  the  theologi- 
cal college  at  New-Brunsv-ick ;  whether  they  will,in  case 
of  said  removal, consent  to  devote  the  proceeds  of  the  mo- 
nies already  put  into  their  hands  in  trust  by  the  General 
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Synod,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  monies  donated  by  the 
late  Rev.  Elias  Van  Bunschooten,  so  far  as  they  can  do  it 
consistently  with  the  terms  of  his  original  grant,  to  the 
support  of  the  school  in  New-York,  or  in  any  other 
place,  in  which  General  Synod  think  it  may  be  most 
prosperously  supported. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  Synod  adjourn,  they  ad- 
journ to  meet  in  the  village  of  Kingston,  on  the  last 
Wednesday  of  October,  1817,  for  the  purpose  of  receiv- 
ing the  report  of  their  committee  of  conference. 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said  com- 
mittee to  ascertain  what  funds  and  accommodations  for 
the  support  and  use  of  said  seminary  can  be  obtained  in 
the  city  of  New- York,  or  elsewhere,  and  what  security 
will  be  given  therefor;  and  that  the  said  committee  re- 
port to  the  next  adjourned  meeting  of  the  General  Synod. 

Resolved^  That  the  agents  appointed  by  the  General 
Synod  to  collect  monies  for  the  theological  school  at 
New-Brunswick,  be  directed  to  transmit  to  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  Synod,  on 
or  before  the  30th  day  of  September,  1817,  a  statement 
of  the  monies  collected  or  subscribed  under  their  agency 
for  that  object ;  and  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to 
lay  such  statement  before  the  committee  of  conference  on 
the  part  of  the  l^oard  of  trustees  of  Queen's  College,  to 
enable  said  board  to  determine  what  degree  of  support 
they  may  calculate  the  churches  will  give  to  the  perma- 
nent establishment  of  tlie  .school  at  New -Brunswick ;  and 
whether  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  real  interests  of 
the  school  to  accede  to  the  proposed  removal. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
professoral  fund,  to  cause  a  search  to  be  made  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  comptroller  of  this  state,  whether  any  part  of 
the  lands  given  as  a  donation  by  P.  S,  Van  Rensselaer 
and  others,  has  been  sold  for  taxes,  and  to  redeem  the 
same  without  delay  if  such  shall  appear  to  be  the  case  : 
also  that  he  pay  all  arrearages  for  taxes  due. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

Students  in  Theology. 
Nothing  occurred. 
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ARTICLE  XVI. 

Church  Visitation. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 
Prevailing  Sins. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVIII. 
Missions. 

The  committee  on  missions  reported,  and  their  report 
was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  on  missions  beg  leave  to  report — 
That  they  have  examined  all  the  documents  in  their 
reach  furnishing  infoimation  on  the  subject  of  their  ap- 
pointment, and  as  the  report  of  the  standing  committee 
of  missions,  the  principal  source  of  informatiou,is  already 
in  possession  of  Synod,  they  judge  nothing  more  to  be 
required  from  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  than 
to  direct  the  attention  of  Synod  to  the  following  particu- 
lars, and  to  recommend  the  adoptiou  of  the  several  res- 
olutions connected  with  them. 

1.  The  appointment  of  the  Rev.  John  F.  Schermerhorn 
and  Jacob  Van  Vechten,  to  missionary  labors  in  Canada, 
for  the  term  of  three  months.  Your  committee  here  re- 
commend, that  arrangements  be  made  by  Synod  to  sup- 
ply the  pulpits  of  these  brethren,  while  engaged  in  their 
mission,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  take  with  them  f  oj' 
gratuitous  distribution,  such  bibles  and  religious  tracts 
as  they  may  be  able  to  obtain  from  societies  instituted 
for  those  objects. 

2.  The  happy  result  of  a  short  mission  in  the  county  of 
Sussex,  (New-Jersey)  defrayed  Ijy  an  appropriation  of 
$50  of  the  missionary  fund  ;  together  with  a  request  from 
the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick, thatan  additional  appropri- 
ation may  be  made  in  their  favor,  enabling  them  to  sup- 
port another  short  mission  in  the  same  county,  from 
which  they  think  the  most  pleasing  effects  may  beconfi- 
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dently  expected.  Your  committee  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  a  resolution  instructing  the  standing  committee 
of  missions  to  grant  the  request  of  the  Classis  of  New- 
Brunswick. 

3.  A  request  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-York, 
that  the  labors  of  missionaries  may  be  restricted  to  a  less 
extent  of  country  than  contemplated  by  a  resolution  of 
General  Synod  passed  at  their  last  session.  Your  com- 
mittee therefore  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  in  their  opin- 
ion the  missionary  cause  would  be  greatly  promoted, 
as  well  as  the  request  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- 
York  granted,  by  the  location  of  missionaiies  in  the  des- 
titute counties  of  the  state  of  New-York. — Herkimer  and 
Schoharie  are  particularly  mentioned  as  presenting  afield 
for  the  most  active  missionary  labors.  Your  committee 
would  suggest  the  propriety  of  directing  the  committee 
of  missions  to  apply  to  some  of  our  candidates  to  engage 
in  such  missions.  And  they  are  happy  to  fxdd,  as  an  in- 
ducement to  establish  such  missions,  that  considerable  pe- 
cuniary aid  may  be  annually  expected  from  associations 
formed  for  the  very  purpose  contemplated  in  this  article. 
Last  year,  the  sum  of  eighty  dollars  was  collected  at 
Haerlem,  an  amount  which  they  will  probably  be  able  to 
realize  from  year  to  year.  A  similar  society  has  been 
organized  in  Poughkeepsie,  and  a  pledge  given  that  the 
sum  of  $100,  for  missionary  purposes,  may  be  annually 
expected  from  them.  Your  committee  gratefully  record 
these  instances  of  Christian  libei'ality,  with  a  confident 
hope  that  other  congregations  will  be  excited  to  go  and 
do  likewise. 

4.  A  donation  made  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Dowell  of 
Scott's  family  bible,  which  has  not  been  furnished,  be- 
cause it  was  ascertained  that  he  had  already  put  him  self 
in  possession  of  a  copy  of  that  valuable  work.  Your 
committee  recommend,  that  the  amount  of  that  donation 
be  forwarded  to  Mr.  MvDowell,  either  in  cash  or  in 
other  books,  as  he  shall  be  pleased  to  direct, 

5.  The  state  of  the  funds.  This,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  report  of  the  standing  committeeof  missions,  is  very 
low  :  but  $225.60  will  remain  in  fund,  after  the  mission- 
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ary  who  labored  for  a  short  time  in  Sussex,  shall  have  been 
paid.  Your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  some 
resolution,  to  call  up  the  attention  of  congregations  to 
this  important  object,  and  secure  attention  to  the  annual 
collections  for  missionary  purposes,  by  designating  a  day 
on  which  the  collection  shall  be  made  in  all  our  churches. 

The  committee  conclude  this  report  by  recommending 
to  Synod,  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  standing  committee  of  missions  be 
directed  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  Classis  of 
New-Brunswick  for  further  missionary  aid. 

Resolved,  That  the  missionary  collection  be  taken  up 
in  all  our  churches,  in.  case  of  a  single  charge,  on  the  first 
Sabbath  in  August ;  and  in  the  case  of  combined  charges, 
on  the  first  and  following  Sabbaths  in  August. 

Resolved^  That  all  monies  collected  for  missionary 
purposes,  be.  with  all  convenient  speed,  forwarded  to 
Mr.  Elbert  Willett,  the  treasurer  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee of  missions,  in  Albany. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  enjoined  upon  the 
several  Classes  respectively,  to  appoint  at  least  once  in 
every  year,  one  of  their  ministers  to  administer  the  gospel 
ordinances  in  each  of  the  vacant  congregations  within  the 
respective  bounds  of  such  Classes,  and  to  perform  the 
preparatory  services  therein ;  and  that  it  be  and  hereby  is 
enjoined  upon  the  ministers  so  appointed,  to  obey  such 
appointment,  unless  prevented  by  unavoidable  impedi- 
ments, and  to  report  the  state  of  such  congi-egations  to 
their  next  Classis,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  transmit, 
through  the  Particular  Synods,  copies  of  such  reports  to 
the  next  General  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  the  said  congregations  to  make  suitable  con- 
tributions, according  to  their  respective  abilities,  to  re- 
munerate the  ministers  who  may  from  time  to  time  visit 
them  by  appointment  or  direction  as  aforesaid,  for  their 
religious  services. 

All  which  is  respectfully  suljmitted. 

JOHN  DE  WITT,  Chairman. 
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Resolved^  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford,  Jacob 
Van  Vechten,  Robert  Bronk,  and  John  De  Witt,  and  the 
Elders,  Messrs.  Abraham  Van  Vechten,  Stephen  Van 
Rensselaer,  Elbert  Willett,  and  Leonard  Gansevoort, 
jun.  be  the  standing  committee  of  missions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler,  James 
Chrystie,  and  Abraham  Van  Horne,  be  a  committee  to 
make  out  a  list  of  supplies  for  the  pulpits  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Van  Vechten  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Schermerhorn,  while 
they  shall  be  absent  on  their  missionary  tour.  This  com- 
mittee reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

For  the  Rev.  Mr.  Schermerhom's  pulpit. 
Rev.  Mr.  Jones,  3d  Sabbath  in  July. 

-  Livingston,  4th 

-  Paige,  1st        -  August. 

-  A.  Van  Horne,  2d        -  - 
Toll,                               3d        - 
C.  D.  Schermerhorn,  4th 


-  Wyckoff,  5th 

-  J.  Bronk,  1st 

-  Jolm  De  Witt,  2d 

-  Marselus,  3d 

■  Westervelt,  4th 

-  Van  Beuren,  1st 
Dr.  Bradford,  2d 


September. 


October, 


For  the  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Vechten's  pulpit. 


Rev. -Mr.  Chrystie, 

-  Cuyler, 

-  Westbrook, 

-  McMurray, 

-  .     Thomas  De  Witt, 

-  Duryee, 

-  -     Kittle, 

-  J.  Ostrander, 

-  Dr.  Milledoler, 

-  Mr.  Johnstone, 

-  Van  Santvoord, 

-  Sluyter 

■     Wynkoop, 


3d  Sabbath  in  July. 
4th 


1st 

2d 

3d 

4th 

5th 

1st 

2d 

3d 

4th 

1st 

2d 


August. 


September. 


October. 
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Resolved,  That  in  case  the  E,ev.  Mr.  Van  Vechten 
should  be  unable  to  proceed  on  his  mission,  the  standing 
committee  of  missions  be  authorised  to  transfer  the  sup- 
plies for  his  pulpit  to  the  pulpit  of  any  other  minister 
whom  they  may  engage  in  his  stead. 

Resolved,  That  the  clerks  of  this  Synod  inform  the  Con  - 
sistoriesof  Schenectady  and  Middleburgh,  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  their  pastors  as  missionaries  to  Canada,  and  of  the 
provision  the  General  Synod  has  made  for  the  supply 
of  their  pulpits,  during  their  absence ;  and  request  their 
acquiescence  in  this  measure. 

Resolved,  That  the  stated  clerk  be  required  to  give 
notice  to  the  ministers  who  are  appointed  to  supply  the 
pulpits  of  the  missionaries,  of  th.eir  appointment. 

The  committee  on  missions  again  reported,  and  their 
report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  on  missions  report,  that  it  appears  from 
the  documents  committed  to-them,  that  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  General  Synod  in  1816,  have  in  the  fulfilment 
of  the  trust  committed  to  them,  conferred  with  committees 
from  the  Presbyterian  and  Associate  Reformed  Church- 
es, on  the  subject  of  foreign  missions.  The  conferences 
have  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  a  constitution,  which  has 
been  submitted  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  and  the  General  Synod  of  the  Associate  Re- 
formed Church ;  that  these  bodies  have  respectively  ap- 
proved and  adopted  the  plan,  and  recommended  it  to  the 
active  and  zealous  support  of  their  ministers  and  peo- 
ple, and  appointed  committees  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

The  following  is  the  constitution  which  has  been 
adopted. 

Constitution,  <fec. 

Article  1.  This  society  sliall  be  composed  of  the  Pres- 
byterian, Dutch  Reformed  and  Associate  Reformed 
Churches,  and  all  others  who  may  choose  to  join  them  ; 
and  shall  be  known  by  the  name  of  "  The  TJnited  Foreign 
Missionary  Society." 

Article  2.  The  object  of  the  society  shall  be,  to  spread 
the  gospel  among  the  Indians  of  North  America,  the  in- 
habitants of  Mexico  and  South  America,  and  in  other  por- 
tions of  the  heathen  and  anti-christian  world. 
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Article  3.  The  business  of  the  society  shall  be  conduct- 
ed by  a  board,  consisting  of  a  president,  six  vice-presi- 
dents, a  corresponding  secretary,  a  recording  secretary,  a 
treasurer,  and  twelve  managers,  to  be  annually  chosen  by 
the  society.  They  shall  have  power  to  enact  their  own 
bye-laws.     Seven  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

Article  4.  The  board  shall  present  their  annual  report 
to  the  highest  judicatories  of  the  three  denominations 
for  their  information. 

Article  5.  Any  person  paying  three  dollars  annually 
or  thirty  dollars  at  one  time,  shall  be  a  member  of  the 
society. 

Article  6.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  shall  be 
held  in  the  city  of  New- York,  on  the 

Article  7.  Missionaries  shall  be  elected  from  the  three 
churches  indiscriminately. 

Article  8.  This  constitution  may  be  altered  by  a  vote 
of  two  thirds  of  the  members  present,  at  an  annual 
meeting,  with  the  consent  of  the  highest  judicatories  of 
the  three  denominations. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  on  the  subject : 

Resolved^  That  Greneral  Synod  approve  the  foregoing 
constitution  for  a  society  for  foreign  missions,  and  recom- 
mend to  all  their  ministers  and  people  to  give  the  meas- 
ure their  active  and  zealous  support. 

Resolved,  That  the  Kev.  Dr.  Philip  Milledoler,  and  the 
Elder,  Mr.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  be  and  they  hereby 
are  appointed  to  meet,  on  behalf  of  the  General  Synod  of 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  with  committees  from  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  the 
General  Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  in 
the  city  of  New-York,  as  soon  as  convenient,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  the  aforesaid  plan  into  operation. 

Resolved,  That  the  pennanent  clerk  of  General  Synod 
give  the  necessary  information  to  all  the  committees. 

JOHN  DE  WITT,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

Widows'  Fund. 
Nothing  occun'ed. 
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AETICLE  XX. 

Particularia. 
Synod  was  informed  that  the  Classis  of 

New- York  wish     120  copies  of  the  minutes. 

Bergen  70 

New-Brunswick      45 

Paramus  48 

Long-Island  30 

Philadelphia  25 

Poughkeepsie  70 

Albany  75 

Ulster  30 

Kensselaer  62 

Montgomery  35 

On  inquiry  it  appeared  that  the  sum  of  $240  (as  stated 
in  the  account  of  the  special  treasurer)  has  been  received 
for  permission  to  print  the  psalm  and  hymn  book. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  enjoined  on  the 
Particular  Synods  to  order  their  stated  clerks  to  give  no- 
tice to  those  persons  who  are  appointed  to  attend  the 
meetings  of  General  Synod. 

The  Elder,  Mr.  Sanders  Lansing,  was  added  to  the 
committee  in  relation  to  the  remains  of  the  late  Rev. 
Elias  Van  Bunschooten. 

This  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopt- 
ed, and  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  inquiry  respecting 
the  interment  of  the  remains  of  the  late  Keverend  Elias 
Van  Bunschooten,  respectfully  report — that  one  of  your 
committee  has  visited  the  place  where  he  was  interred,  and 
found  that  the  remains  of  that  venerable  and  kind  father 
in  the  church  of  our  Redeemer,  were  not  deposited  in  an 
improper  and  exposed  situation,  as  had  been  represented 
to  the  Synod  ;  but  your  committee  would  recommend, 
that,  if  permission  can  be  obtained  from  the  relatives  of 
the  deceased  for  the  purpose,  his  corpse  be  removed  fi'om 
its  present  place  of  interment  to  the  cemetery  of  theRef  orm- 
ed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  in  the  city  of  New-Bruns- 
wick, in  the  state  of  New- Jersey,  there  to  be  deposited  in 
a  tomb  to  be  built  of  stone,  in  a  conspicuous  place,  and  to 
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be  covered  with  a  marble  slab;  on  wliich  to  be  inscribed 
his  name,  age  and  profession,  and  a  suitable  and  appro- 
priate inscription  commemorative  of  his  piety  and  of  his 
distinguished  and  disinterested  liberality  exhibited  in  his 
beneficent  donation  bestowed  upon  the  churches  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  Synod.  Your  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  liberal  donation  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Van 
Bunschooten  to  this  Synod  (whereby  it  will  be  enabled 
to  contribute  to  the  support  of  those,  who,  by  the  bless- 
ing of  God,  may  be  the  happy  instruments  of  diffusing 
the  gospel  of  our  Redeemer,  not  only  within  the  bounds  of 
this  Synod  but  to  distant  lands  where  the  glad  tidings  of 
the  gospel  have  not  been  carried)  demands  from  this 
body  demonstrations  of  gratitude  and  respect  to  the  me- 
mory of  that  venerable  father  and  benefactor,and  they  be- 
lieve that  the  measures  recommended  by  them,  if  adopt- 
ed, will  demonstrate  the  gratitude  of  this  Synod  for  the 
beneficent  act,  and  its  respectful  attention  to  the  remains 
of  one  who  merited  the  praise  of  all  the  churches. 

PETER  LABAGH,   Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  this  General  Synod  be 
and  hereby  is  requested  to  apply  for  and  in  behalf  of  this 
Synod  to  the  relatives  of  the  late  Rev.Elias  Van  Bunschoo- 
ten for  permission  to  remove  his  remains  to  the  cemeteiy 
of  the  Refonned  Dutch  Church  in  the  city  of  New-Bruns- 
wick in  the  state  of  New- Jersey,  and  that  the  permanent 
clerk  of  this  Synod  furnish  the  president  with  a  copy  of 
this  resolution  to  be  transmitted  to  such  relatives. 

Resolved^  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  Livingston,  Pe- 
ter Labagh,  and  Charles  Hardenburgh,  be  a  committee, 
who  are  hereby  directed  to  apply  to  the  minister,  elders, 
and  deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church 
in  the  city  of  New-Brunswick  for  permission  to  deposit 
in  their  cemetery,  the  remains  of  the  Rev.  Elias  Van 
Bunschooten,  and  if  pennission  shall  be  obtained,  that 
they  cause  a  tomb  to  be  built  and  a  marble  tomb-stone 
prepared  to  cover  the  same,  with  a  suitable  and  appropri- 
ate inscription  thereon,  and  the  remains  of  the  deceased  to 
be  removed  to  and  deposited  in  the  said  tomb,  and  that 
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they  draw  on  the  special  treasurer  for  the  amount  of  the 
expenses  which  shall  be  incurred,  who  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  required  to  pay  the  same. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  stated 
clerk : — 

The  stated  clerk  reports,  that  the  bill  for  printing  the  min- 
utes of  Synod  of  1816,  herewith  presented,  amounts 
to  $103,60 

His  salary  18,00 

$121,60 

Thathe  has  received  from  the  Classis  of  Bergen,  a 
checkinpaymentforminutesofl816,of  $25,25 
From  churches  in  the  Classis  of  Albany,  13,00 

38,25 


Which  being  deducted,  leaves  a  balance  due  the 

clerk  of  $83,35 

Payment  is  requested. 

JOHN  M.  BRADFORD,  8tated  Clerk. 

The  above  report  was  accepted,  and  Synod  resolved, 
that  the  amount  due  the  stated  clerk  be  paid  by  the  ques- 
tor  out  of  any  monies  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Resolved,  That  the  stated  clerk  have  six  sets  of  all  the 
printed  minutes  of  General  Synod  which  he  can  procure, 
bound ;  that  he  di'aw  on  the  questor  for  the  amount  ; 
and  that  three  sets  be  kept  in  his  hands,  and  three  de- 
posited with  the  permanent  clerk,  for  the  use  of  the 
General  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  doorkeeper's  account  be  paid,  a- 
mounting  to  $13,25. 

ARTICLE  XXI. 

Questorate. 

The  following  statements  of  accounts  were  received 
from  the  special  treasurer,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  professorate. 
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Ordinary  Account. 
General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  in  account 
with  G.  B.  Vr 00771, Special  Treasurer.     (Ordinary  ac- 
count.) 

1816.  DR. 

June  7.     To  cash  pai  1  Staats  Van  Deursen,   treasurer  of  Queen's 

College,  $30  00 

20.     Cash  paid  do.  in  New- York  money,  $555  94 

in  New-Jersey  do.  44     6 

600  00 

Dec.  30.     Paid  do.  in  New-York  money,  414  34 

1817. 
Feb.  17.     Do.  do.  50  00 

22.     Do.     by  order  of  the  board  of  superintendents,   for  the 

use  of  indigent  students,  360  00 

June  2.     Balance  to  new  account,  ,  204  36 

$1658  70 
OR.  

1816. 

June  6.     By  balance  as  per  account  rendered,  805  54 

12.     Cash  rec'd  from  Rev.  Mr.  Steddiford,  questor  of  Classis 

of  Philadelphia,  (in  New-Brunswick  and  Trenton  notes,)  44     6 

July  8.     Cash  rec'd  from  Rev.  James  Murphy,  collected  in  church 
of  Rochester,  $12  00 

Do.  do.        of  Warwarsing,  10  00 


Aug.  27.     Rec'd  from  Rev.  J.  Gosman,  collected  in  the  church  of 

Kingston,  in  Middle  District  money,  43  39 

Deduct  discount,  86 


Nov.  8.     Rec'd  from  Isaac  L.  Kip,  Esq.  one  of  the  agents  of  the 
consistory  of  the  church  of  New-York,  for  granting  li- 
cences to  print  the  psalm  book, 
21.     Rec'd  from  Miss  Frances  G.  Ingraham,  secretary  of  the 
"theological  school   society, "  in  Kingston,    Ulster  co. 

Dea     7.     Rec'd  from  Mr.  C.  Miller,  in  behalf  of  the  2d  church  of 
Albany, 

Rec'd  from  Mr.  Gilbert,  collected  in  church  in  Green- 
wich, in  May,  $21  31 
in  November,  17  90 


$22  00 


42  53 


240  00 

20  00 

45  00 

39  21 

46  00 

12.     Rec'd  from  Rev.  Mr.  Gosman,  collected  in  church  of 

Kingston, 

16.     Rec'd  from   "the  Bergen   town   female  cent  society," 

in  New-Jersey,  for  educating  indigent  students  for  the 

gospel  ministry,    and  further  to  assist  the  theological 

school  at  New-Brunswick,  100  00 

1817. 

Jan.    10.     By  cash  received  from  Rev.  Mr.  Comelison,  collected  in 

congregation  of  Bergen,  10  75 

13.     Rec'd  from  a  friend,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  R.  Blake,  10  00 

16.  "  Rev.   Mr.    Bogart,    collected  in  church  of 

Success,  14  16 

Oyster  Bay,  6  60 

from  individuals,  6  67 

27  33 
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Feb.      4.     Kec'd  from  Rev.  Robert  Broiik,  27  50 

17 Rev.  Dr.  Sohureman,  50  00 

March.  ..         ..     Rev.  Mr.  Schoonmaker,  collected  in  church 

of  Newtown,  18  32 

Jamaica,  14  86 

33  18 

22 Master  Edward  P.    Rees,  secretary  of  the 

"Columbia  Society  of  Bergen,  N.  J.  "  for  indigent  stu- 
dents, 25  00 

April  15 Rev.  Mr.    Jackson,    collected  in  church  of 

Fordham,  8  85 

16.         ..         ..     Rev.  Mr.  Vermeule,  collected  in  church  of 

Haerlem,  27  71 

29 Rev.  Mr.  Labagh,  collected  in  the  Cferman 

Reformed  Church,  New- York,  5  00 

May      7 Rev.    Mr.    El  tinge,    collected  in  church  of 

Tappan,  3  63 

Clarkstown,  3  62 

Paramus,  7  00 

Totowa,  7  00 

Warwick,  7  79 

29  04 

$1658  70 

June    2.     By  balance  due  General  SjTiod,  $204  36 

Errors  excepted, 
New- York,  June  2d,  1817. 

G.  B.  VROOM,  Special  Treasurer. 

Special  Account. 

General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  in  account 
with  G.  B.  Vroom,  Special  Treasurer.  (Special  ac- 
count.) 

1816.  DR. 

June  14.     To  cash  paid  Rev.  Dr.  Livingston,   by  special  order  of 

General  Synod, 
July  19.     To    do.      do. 

1817. 
June     2.     Balance, 

1816.  CR. 

June     2.     By  balance  of  account  rendered, 
July      1.     Quarter's  interest  on  $4300  of  state  stock, 
Oct.      1.     Do.     on  $1600    do. 

Cash  rec'd  from  Rev.  C.  T.  Demarest,   treasurer  of  the 
Classis  of  Bergen, 
Dec.    12.     Cash  of  the  Rev.  John  Gosman, 

1817. 
Jan.      2.     Quarter's  interest  on  $1400  of  state  stock, 

10.     Cash  rec'd  from  Rev.   Mr.   Cornelison,  collected  in  the 
congregation  of  Preakness, 
April    3.     Quarter's  interest  on  state  stock, 

7.     Cash  rec'd  from  Rev.  Mr.  El  tinge,  collected  in  the  con- 
gregation of  Paramus, 

$950  44 


$700  00 
6  47 

243  97 

$736  19 
75  25 
28  OQ 

51  00 
4  00 

24  50 

5  00 
24  50 

2  00 
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1817. 
June    2.     By  balance  due  General  Synod,  $243  97 

Note.  Besides  the  above  mentioned  cash  payments  made  to  the  Kev.  Dr. 
Livingston,  amounting  to  $706  47,  there  have  been  assigned  to  him  twenty- 
five  hundred  dollars  of  state  stock,  at  par,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  Gene- 
ral Synod  of  June,  1816  ;  making  the  whole  amount  to  him  $3206  47, — which 
was  in  full  of  his  salary  to  June,  1816. 

Four  hundred  dollars  of  state  stock  in  pursuance  of  the  said  order,  have 
been  transferred  to  the  Eev.  Dr.  Schureman,  in  full  of  his  salary  to  October 
last. 

The  amount  of  stock  remaining  on  hand  is  therefore  fourteen  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Errors  excepted, 
New-York,  June  2d,  1817 

G.  B.  VKOOM,  Special  Treasurer. 

AETICLE  XXII. 

Pastoral  Letter. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  James  V.  C.  Romeyn,  Jacob 
Schoonmaker,  Dr.  Jacob  Broadhead,  Cornelius  C.  Cuy- 
ler,  and  Peter  Labagh,  be  a  committee  to  draft  a  pastoral 
letter  to  the  churches ;  and  that  said  committee  be  in- 
structed to  warn  tlie  churches,  against  those  errors  wliich 
are  most  prevalent  and  dangerous,  and  turn  their  serious 
and  prayerful  attention  to  the  general  objects  of  the 
church,  and  especially  to  the  theological  school  and  the 
support  of  missions. 

This  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopt- 
ed, and  is  as  follows  : 

THE  GENERAL  SYNOD  OF  THE  REFORMED 
DUTCH  CHURCH, 

Convened  in  the  city  of  Albany,  June  1817, 
To  the  Churches  under  their  care  :  Grace,  mercy  and 
peace  fi'om  God  our  Father  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Very  dear  Brethren, 

The  General  Synod  having,  under  the  auspices  of  Di- 
vine Providence,  assembled  for  transacting  such  business 
as  might  come  before  them  relating  to  the  general  welfare 
of  the  churches  under  their  care,  feel  constrained  affec- 
tionately to  address  you.  You  have  a  claim  that  entitles 
you  to  an  explicit  and  unreserved  communication  from 
your  supreme  judicature,  of  its  views  and  transactions. 
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and  of  whatever  concerns  the  state  and  welfare  of  that 
Zion  which  is  dear  to  us  all. 

Imposture,  inseparably  connected  with  bad  principle 
and  bad  design,  practices  concealment :  like  the  pesti- 
lence it  walketh  in  darkness.  But  truth  needs  no  dis- 
guise. He  that  was  the  light  of  the  world,  did  nothing 
in  secret.  He  acted  and  spake  openly.  Influenced  by  the 
same  principle,  the  Synod  would  withhold  nothing  that 
to  them  appears  to  demand  your  serious  and  practical 
regard.  Under  these  circumstances,  they  hope  they  have 
on  their  part  a  claim  to  your  confidence,  your  zealous 
and  united  support  and  co-operation. 

Our  printed  minutes  which  are  distributed  among  you, 
exhibit  the  result  of  our  deliberations.  To  those  the  Sy- 
nod would  superadd  this  friendly  address,  intending  it 
to  reach  all,  and  confidently  hoping  it  will  awaken  the 
attention  of  all,  to  the  important  objects  it  suggests. 

Brethren,  we  live  in  an  eventful  period.  The  move- 
ments of  Providence  relating  to  the  extension  of  the 
church,  and  the  diffusion  of  gospel  light  among  the  be- 
nighted nations  of  the  earth,  excite  mingled  emotions  of 
wonder,  gratitude,  and  joy,  whilst  they  inspire  a  pleasing 
and  encouraging  hope,  that  soon  will  the  day  be  hailed, 
when  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the  king- 
doms of  our  Lord  and  his  Christ. 

Mark  the  combination  of  efforts  for  meliorating  the  sad 
condition  of  the  human  family  and  consummating  this 
good  work.  Throughout  the  Christian  world ,  in  Euroj)e 
and  this  western  hemisphere,  not  only  do  the  ministers  of 
the  sanctuary,  countenanced  and  aided  by  thousands  who 
love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  act  in  unprecedented  concert, 
but  kings  have  become  nursing  fathers,  and  queens  nurs- 
ing mothers.  The  potentates  of  the  earth,  becoming 
tributary  to  Jesus,  recognize  his  superiority  who  is  the 
Supreme  Potentate,  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of 
lords. 

Mark  also  the  variety  of  means  employed  to  effect  the 
desired  end.  The  already  multiplied  ti'anslations  of  the 
precious  word  of  God,  rendering  it  intelligible  to  the 
heathen   nations — the  formation  of   bible  societies  for 
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disseminating  that  word — the  universally  prevailing  mis- 
sionary spirit — the  enterprise,  the  self-denial,  the  zeal 
and  success  of  the  heralds  of  the  cross,  added  to  the 
numerous,  humane,  and  pious  associations,  present,  on 
an  extensive  scale,  a  state  of  things  that  makes  the  wil- 
derness and  solitary  places  glad — that  makes  the  desert 
rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose. 

Recalling  your  attention  from  abroad,the  Synod  would 
direct  it  for  a  moment  to  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  to 
which  you  belong.  It  affords  us  cause  of  mutual  con- 
gratulation that,  whilst  unhappily  the  peace  of  sister 
churches  has  in  a  great  measure  been  interrupted  by  con- 
flicting tenets  which  have  obtained  among  them,  we  have 
the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace  still  prevalent. 
We  cherish,  we  love,  we  preach,  and  we  profess  our 
stedfast  adherence  to  that  form  of  sound  words,  contain- 
ed in  the  excellent  standards  of  our  church. 

Whilst  there  is  much  to  deplore— much  of  inexcusa- 
ble ignorance  of  the  truth — much  of  criminal  indifference 
and  neglect  of  the  ordinances  of  religion  both  private  and 
public — much  of  the  prevalence  of  vice  and  immorality  ; 
yet  it  would  ill  become  us  not  to  acknowledge,  that  the 
good  hand  of  our  God  is  upon  us.  Yes,  brethren,  our 
ascended  Redeemer  has  not  left  us  comfortless. 

The  general  aspect  of  our  church  is  favorable,  not  on- 
ly as  it  respects  its  extension,  and  an  increasing  attention 
to  the  means  of  grace,  but  in  various  parts  thereof  as  it 
regards  the  power  of  godliness.  In  many  of  our  congre- 
gations the  blessed  effects  of  that  Spirit  that  quicken- 
eth,  are  visible.  May  the  whole  of  our  Zion  soon  stand 
arrayed  in  her  beautiful  garments  ! 

Whilst  purity  of  doctrine  is  still  our  happy  and  honor- 
able distinction — whilst  we  have  hitherto  not  swerved 
from  the  good  old  way ;  yet  let  not  him  that  buckleth  on 
the  harness  boast  as  he  that  putteth  it  off.  It  is  an  evil 
day.  Perilous  times  have  come.  Deceivers  have  gone 
forth  to  deceive.  Socinianism,  denying  the  Lord  that 
bought  his  church  with  his  own  atoning  blood,  like  smoke 
out  of  the  bottomless  pit,  already  darkens  certain  sections 
of  our  country.     It  impiously  aims  at  obscuring  the  efful- 
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gence  of  him  who  is  the  sun  of  Righteousness,  the  bright- 
ness of  his  Fatlier's  glory,  and  the  express  image  of  his 
person — It  extinguishes  every  ray  of  the  sinner's  hope — 
Nor  is  this  all. — Besides  those  doctrines,  so  congenial 
with  the  pride  of  our  depraved  nature,  which  have  long 
been  known  by  the  name  of  Arminianism,  which,  instead 
of  humbling  man  as  a  guilty,impotent  creature  before  his 
God,  foster  his  pride  and  exalt  him  above  measure ;  the 
Synod  cannot  forbear  lifting  up  a  warning  voice  against 
other  errors,  such  as  the  heresy  of  Antinomianism,  which 
absolves  the  sinner  from  all  obligation  to  the  law  of  God 
as  a  rule  of  life;  and  doctrines  of  a  more  specious  and  in- 
sidious cast.  The  advocates  of  these  dangerous  princi- 
ples, level  their  weap<ms  against  those  ramparts,  those 
strong  holds,  which  are  called  creeds  and  standards  of  the 
doctrines  of  grace,  which  are  so  important  to  the  main- 
tenance of  unity  in  the  faith,  and  the  preservation  of  pure 
and  undefiled  religion.  These  they  either  reject  or  ex- 
plain away,  by  perverting  their  plain,  literal  meaning. — 
Not  satisfied  with  ancient  received  doctrines,  they  pretend 
to  progressive  improvement  in  the  science  of  salvation  as 
taught  in  our  churches.  They  deny  the  total  corruption 
of  our  nature — the  doctrine  of  imputation  of  Adam's  sin 
and  Christ's  rio-hteousness-they  teach  an  immediate  divine 
efficiency  in  the  production  of  sin;  they  plead  for  such  an 
ability  as  is  calculated  to  deceive  the  sinnei-,in  contradiction 
to  those  scriptures  which  teach  thatwe  are  without  strength 
— dead  in  trespasses  and  sins — They  plead  for  an  atone- 
ment which  is  indefinite  in  its  objects  and  limited  only 
in  its  application — In  a  word,  they  unhinge  the  precious 
doctrines  of  the  reformation,  and  open  the  flood-gates  of 
error,  which,  like  an  overwhelming  torrent,  is  in  its  ten- 
dency calculated  to  sweep  away  the  very  foundations  of 
evangelical  truth.  And  all  this  under  the  mask  of  a  name 
which  is  not  theirs. — They  are  not  Calvinists.  In  the  op- 
posite doctrines,  brethren,  you  have  been  instructed  ; — 
you  love  them,  you  cherish  them,  you  experience  the 
consolations  derived  from  them,and  appreciate  their  value. 
Be  exhorted  to  contend  earnestly  for  the  faith  once  deliv- 
ered to  the  saints.     With  Paul,  that  champion  of  the 
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cross,  the  honored  instrument  set  for  the  defence  of  the 
gospel,  yield  not  to  the  adversary,  no,  not  for  an  hour. — 
Be  this  your  motto :  We  can  do  nothing  against  the 
truth ,  but  for  the  truth .  Hold  fast  your  profession  with  - 
out  wavering.  These  precious  doctrines  Jesus  and  the 
apostles  taught,  and  sealed  with  their  blood — For  these, 
hosts  of  martyrs  bled. — These  only  can  console  you  in 
life,  illumine  the  dark  valley  of  death,  and  secm'e  an 
abundant  entrance  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ — when  you  shall  shout 
grace,  grace,  unto  it. 

Another  object  to  which  the  Synod  earnestly  call  the  at- 
tention of  their  churches  is,  the  theological  college.  This 
is  an  object  of  great  consequence.  The  schools  of  the  pro- 
phets under  the  old,  and  those  of  the  earlier  as  well  as 
later  ages  of  the  new  testament :  the  establishment  of  such 
institutions  in  Europe,  and  especially  in  Holland,  our  pa- 
rent church,  testify  their  vast  importance.  We  remember 
the  ardent  prayers,  and  fruitless  efforts,  of  those  venerable 
fathers  of  our  own  church,  in  this  country,  whose  memo- 
ly  we  cherish  :  prayers  and  efforts  directed  to  this  object. 
Like  David,  it  was  in  their  hearts  to  do  this  thing,  but  its 
accomplishment,  thus  far,  has  been  reserved  for  us.  We 
remember  how  long  we  have  labored  in  vain,  hoping 
against  hope.  The  end  has  been  obtained.  We  have  a 
theological  seminary.  It  is  in  successful  operation.  We 
feel  its  happy  effects — It  promises  an  ample  supply  of 
a  well  qualified  ministiy,  to  supply  the  wants  of  our 
numerous  vacancies.  Much  has  been  done,  but, 
brethren,  much  remains  yet  to  be  done.  This  school 
demands  your  countenance  and  aid.  If  you  feel  an  in- 
terest in  the  prosperity  of  your  church ;  if  you  desire  her 
peace;  if  you  love  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  wish  it  to 
bepei-petuated,  if  you  would  guard  against  innovations  in 
the  doctrines  and  practices  of  your  church,  withhold  not 
your  fostering  attachment  and  support — We  ask  for  your 
prayers — We  address  ourselves  to  your  liberality — let  it 
not  languish  nor  die — We  want  more  means,  and  you 
amply  possess  them — We  ask  for  a  little  of  you  silver  and 


51 

gold,  assured  that  the  commutation,  through  the  divine 
blessing,  is  vastly  in  your  favor — imperishable,  unfading 
treasures.  A  little  of  your  abundance  will  secure  a  per- 
manency to  this  fountain  of  instruction,  v^hich  already 
pours  its  fertilizing  streams  into  our  vineyard. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Synod  invite  you  to  be- 
come, with  new  zeal,  workers  together  with  them  in  the 
missionary  cause. — We  refer  in  this  place  particularly  to 
missions  limited  to  our  own  country,  and  intended  for 
the  extension  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church.  The  ex- 
ertions of  sister  denominations  should  excite  in  our 
breasts  a  holy  jealousy  and  emulation.  Although  our 
Zion  hath  of  late  lengthened  her  cords,  we  are  still  cir- 
cumscribed "within  narrowf^r  limits  than  any  other  regular 
denomination  in  our  country. — Excepting  a  few  congre- 
gations in  Canada  and  Pennsylvania,  we  are  coniined 
within  the  states  of  New- York  and  New- Jersey.  These 
states  present  a  wide  field  for  missionary  labors.  The 
harvest  is  great,  the  laborers  are  few,  and  our  means  scanty. 
Members  of  our  churches  emigrate  to  tlie  frontier  settle- 
ments, and  carry  with  them  their  first  attachments. — 
They  are  scattered  and  need  gathering. — They  are  ex- 
posed to  become  a  prey,  and  need  our  vigilant  attention. 
They  are  destitute,  and  need  supplies.  Besides,  in  the 
interior  parts,  through  our  want  of  means,  and  we  blush 
to  say,  want  of  zeal,  churches  are  languishing,  respect- 
able settlements  are  unorganized,  presenting  a  melancho- 
ly spectacle,  which  loudly  calls  on  us  to  strengthen  the 
things  that  remain,  that  are  ready  to  die. 

Without  your  aid,  brethren,  our  wishes  must  be  vain  ; 
our  efforts  must  be  abortive, — we  cannot  apply  the  reme- 
dy— We  look  to  you  for  those  pecuniary  means  which 
are  indispensable  for  furnishing  them  with  that  word  of 
life  which  is  your  heritage,  with  those  ordinances  which 
seal  to  you  the  promises  of  the  everlasting  covenant.  In 
a  word,  they  cry  aloud,  in  language  not  to  be  misunder- 
stood, come  over  and  help  us. 

Are  ye  rulers  over  the  house  of  God  ?  like  Aaron  and 
Hurupholdthehandsof  your  ministers  in  this  holy  war- 
fare.    Are  ye  members  ?     honor  the  gi'eat  head  of  the 


52 

Church  by  your  devotion  to  his  cause.  Do  you  fill  sta- 
tions which  give  you  influence  ?  so  exert  and  direct  that 
influence  as  will  add  all  your  weight  in  the  ^cale  of  this 
best  of  causes.  Are  ye  rich  ?  honor  Grod  the  Saviour 
with  your  substance,  and  remember  his  grace,  who  being 
rich  for  your  sakes  became  poor.  Are  ye  poor  ?  forget 
not  how  acceptable  was  the  widow's  mite.  Are  ye  pa- 
rents? liberality  in  this  cause  is  an  invaluable  bequest  to 
your  posterity.  Are  ye  young  ?  bring  these  your 
first  offering's.  In  a  word,  to  do  o^ood  and  communicate 
forget  not.  Let  the  usual  collections  be  generously  at- 
tended to.  Let  societies  be  estaVjlished  among  you  for 
aiding  this  Synod  with  sufficient  funds  to  carry  into  effect 
the  measures  contemplated  for  advancing  the,  best  inter- 
ests of  the  Kedeemer's  kingdom.  We  wish  not  to  bur- 
then you.  Even  trifling  contributions,  like  small  strea  ms, 
by  their  confluence  swell  into  a  flood,  and  in  the  aggregate 
will  enable  this  Synod,  on  which  rests  the  care  of  alltlie 
churches,  to  do  what  is  necessary  to  be  done  for  pointing 
and  watering  the  good  seed,  whilst  we  look  by  the  prayer 
of  faith  to  that  God,  who  by  his  spirit  alone  giveth  the 
increase.  To  corroborate  the  above  remarks  w(^  would 
only  add,  that  in  various  parts  of  our  church  the  benefi- 
cial results  of  small  contriVjutions,  in  the  form  of  cent  and 
other  societies,  are  proved. — We  point  to  New- York — 
$530  have  been  realized  in  our  ciiurch  in  that  city  by  these 
means  in  the  short  space  of  three  months.  We  make 
honorable  mention  of  the  churcli  at  B^^rgen — In  one  year 
a  juvenile  male,  and  a  female  cent  society  liave  collected 
more  than  $200— -We  name  Poughkeepsie ;  tlie  proceeds 
of  one  year  are  $100 — Haerlem  and  Kingston  are  other 
instances.  These  are  powerful  calls  to  I'ouse  the  attention 
of  all  to  the  establishment  of  similar  institutions,  and  re- 
commend a  universally  combined  effort  to  go  and  dolike- 
^vise.  Finally,  brethren,  live  in  peace — and  may  tlie  God 
of  peace  be  with  you. 

Resolved.  That  the  Rev.  John  De  Witt,  Cornelius  C. 
Cuyler  and  Kobert  Bronk  be  a  special  committee  to  pub- 
lish one  thousand  copies  of  this  pastoral  letter. 


53 

ARTICLE  XXIII. 

Synodical  Archives. 
Notliino;  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 

Resumption  and  Close. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Resolved,  That  the  stated  clerk  publish  one  thousand 
copies  of  the  minutes  of  this  Synod  duly  authenticated; 
that  he  distribute  among  the  Classes  the  number  of  copies 
directed  by  them,  and  that  he  be  authorized  to  dispose  of 
the  surplus  copies  to  any  individuals  desii^ous  of  purcha- 
ing  them,  for  twenty-five  cents  each. 

ARTICLE  XXV. 

Adjournment. 

Synod  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  village  of  Kingston, 
on  the  last  Wednesday  of  October,  1817,  at  10,  A.  M. 

CORNELIUS  D.  WESTBROOK,  President. 

WILHELMUS  ELTIXGE,  Adsessor. 

JOHN  GOSMAX, )   ^,,    , 
ALXR.  GUNX,     ']  Clerics  pro  tem. 

S.  S.  WOODHULL,  Permanent  Clerk. 

Official  copy  from  the  original  minutes. 

JOHN  M.  BRADFORD,  Stated  Clerk. 
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ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
in  N(_>rth  America,  convened  in  the  vilhige  of  Kings- 
ton, on  Wednesday  the  29th  day  of  October,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventeen.  The  Session  continued  on  the  29th  and 
30th  days  of  October. 

FORMATION   OF   SYNOD. 
ARTICLE  I. 

Opening  of  the  Synod. 

The  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer,  by  the  Rev.  Cor- 
nelius D.  Westbrook,  the  President  of  the  General  Synod. 

ARTICLE  II 

Members    Present. 

From  the  Particular  Synod  of  New  York. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  New  York. 

Rev.  Selah  S.  Woodhull  and  Stephen  N.  Rowan. 
Elders,  Messrs.  Isaac  Heyer  and  Abraham  Labagh. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 
Rev.  Jacob  T.  Field. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  New  Brunswick. 

Rev.  Jesse  Fonda  and  Charles  Hardenbergh. 
Elder,  Mr.  Aaron  Van  Doren. 

4.  From,  the  Classis  of  Paramus. 

Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinge. 
Elder,  Mr.  Jacob  Demarest. 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Long  Island. 
Rev.  Dr.  John  Bassett. 


From  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany, 
1.  From  the  Chassis  of  Poughkeepsie. 

Rev.  Cornelius  D.  Westbrook,  John  Gosman  and  An- 
drew N.  Kittle. 

Elders,  Messrs.  Jeremiah  Dubois,  Thomas  Lawrence 
and  Gerrit  Van  Wagenen.* 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Albany. 
Rev.  Dr.  Jolm  M.  Bradford  and  John  DeWitt. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster. 

Rev.  John  H.  Carle,  Henry  (Jstrander  and  Peter 
A.  Overbagh. 

Elders,  Messrs.  Cornelius  Myer,  Henry  Snyder  and 
Jacob  Hendricks. 

4.  From,  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer. 
Rev.  James  Chrystie  and  Richard  Sluyter, 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Montgomery. 

Rev.  Abraham  Yan  Home. 
Elder,  Mr.  Thomas  Sammons. 

ARTICLE  TIL 

\  Moderators. 

The  Rev.  Cornelius  D.  Westbrook,  President. 
Rev.  "Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  Adsessor. 
Rev.  John  Gosman  and  James  Chrystie,  Clerks,  jf^ro 
teinpore. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Reading   of  Minutes. 
The  reading  of  minutes  was  dispensed  with. 


*  Appeared  on  the  last  day  of  the  Session. 


ACTS    OF    SYNOD. 

ARTICLE    I. 

Orders   and   Rules. 
These  were  read. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Standing    Committees . 

The  vacancies  in  the  standing  committees,  appointed 
in  Jnne  last,  were  filled,  and  the  following  are  the  standing- 
committees. 

Committee  on  the  Professorate — Rev.  Dr.  John  M. 
Bradford,  Wilhelmns  Eltinge,  John  Gosman,  Selah  S. 
Woodhull,  and  Henry  Ostrander ;  and  the  Elders,  Messrs. 
Jeremiah  Dubois  and  Thomas  Lawrence. 

Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes — Rev.  Stephen  N. 
Rowan  and  Peter  A.  Overbagh ;  and  the  Elder  Mr.  Isaac 
Heyer, 

Committee  on  Correspondence — Rev.  Aliraham  Van 
Home,  James  Chrystie  and  Andrew  K.  Kittle ;  and  the 
Elders,  Messrs.  Isaac  Heyer  and  Henry  Snyder. 

Committee  on  Missions — Rev.  John  DeWitt,  Jesse 
Fonda,  Wilhelmus  Eltinge  and  Stephen  N.  Rowan ;  and 
the  Elder,  Mr.  Thomas  Sammons. 

Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion — Rev.  John  Gos- 
man, John  H.  Carle,  Dr.  John  Bassett,  Abraham  Van 
Home  and  Charles  Hardenbergh;  and  the  Elder,  Mr. 
Abraham  Labagh. 

Committee  on  Gravamina — Rev.  James  Chrystie,  Ja- 
cob T.  Field,  Richard  Sluyter  and  Dr.  John  Eassett ;  and 
the  Elder,  Mr.  Cornelius  Myer. 

Resolved — That  this  Synod  appoint  another  standing 
committee  to  be  called  the  Committee  of  Overtures  ;  and 
the  following  persons  were  appointed  to  compose  that 
committee,  viz  : — Rev.  Selah  S.  Woodhull,  Wilhemus  El- 
tinge and  Jesse  Fonda ;  and  the  Elder  Mr.  Thomas  Law- 
rence.    -'■'.  ■ 


ARTICLE  III. 

Co  mm  uni  cations. 

The  special  committee  appointed  in  June  last  to  con- 
fer with  a  committee  of  the  Board  of  trustees  of  Queen's 
College,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported,  and  their  report 
was  accepted  and  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  ordinary  session 
of  the  General  Synod  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  Queens  College,  and  also  to  ascer- 
tain what  funds  and  accommodations  for  the  support  and 
use  of  the  Theological  Seminary  can  be  obtained  in  the 
city  of  New  York  or  elsewhere,  and  what  security  will  be 
given  therefor,  report — 

That  they  have  endeavored  to  fulfil  the  trust  com- 
mitted to  them,  and  that  the  following  is  the  result: 

1.  With  respect  to  the  city  of  New  York,  they  have 
been  informed  by  the  New  York  Association,  that  $2,625 
for  five  years  have  been  subscribed  by  forty-one  persons  \ 
that  two  donations  of  $50  each  have  been  given,  and  that 
there  is  a  legacy  of  8250  given  by  Mrs.  M'Crea.  The  use  of 
two  lecture  rooms  might  also  be  procured  without  expense. 
These  subscriptions  and  donations,  and  this  Legacy,  are 
available  to  the  support  of  the  Theological  School,  only  if 
it  be  located  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Money  to  the 
amount  of  $600  has  also  been  raised  by  a ,  cent  society. 
Whether  any  of  the  above  amount,  and  if  any,  how  much 
might  l>e  procured  in  the  city  of  New  York,  if  the  school 
were  to  remain  where  it  is  at  present  located,  your  commit- 
tee is  not  informed.  It  is  not  however  to  be  expected  that 
if  the  General  Synod,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  should  deem  it  neccesary  to  continue  the  school  at 
New  Brunswick,  the  people  of  New  York  would  wholly  or 
mainly  with  old  their  support. 

2,  With  respect  to  New  Brunswick,  the  trustees  of 
Queen's  College  express  their  decided  disapprobation  of 
the  removal  of  the  Theological  School,  and  give  it  as  their 


opinion  tliat  all  tlie  funds  of  every  kind  would  liy  such 

removal  be  placed  beyond  the  control  of  General  Synod, 

and  be  unavailable  for  the  support  of  the  school.     How 

far  this  opinion  may  be  correct  is  not  for  your  committee 

to  inquire.     They  deem  it  however  pertinent  to  insert  a 

statement   of    the   funds   as   furnished    by    the    board    of 

trustees. 

(1.)  Pifofessoral  Fund. 

At  interest  on  bonds  and  mortgages,      $10,400 
In  the  hands  of  the  trustees  of  Queen's 

College,  2,772.57 


813,172.57. 

Togetlier  with  921^^  acres  of  land 
in  the  state  of  New  York. 

(2)  Other  Funds. 
Van  Bunscliooten  Fund. 
At  interest  on  bond  and  mortgage,         $10,750 
Payable  in  future  instalments,  6,840 


$17,590 
Legacy  of  Kebecca  Knox,  2,000 

In  the  hands  of  the  special  treasurer  of 

General  Synod,  1,643.97 


Total  of  the  funds  of  every  kind,  inde- 
pendent of  the  interest  which  Gen- 
eral Synod  has  in  the  college  edifice,  $34,406.54. 


Of  these  suras,  the  Professoral  fund  and  the  amount 
in  the  hands  of  the  special  treasurer,  may  without  doubt 
be  appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  professors.  The 
Van  Bunschooten  fund,  and  the  legacy  of  Rebecca  Knox, 
can  be  used  only  in  conformity  to  the  directions  of  the 
donor  and  testator. 

Your  committee  regret  to  state  that  few  reports  have 
been  made  to  them  from  other  quarters  than  those  already 
mentioned.     The  followino;  are  all  -that  have  been  received  : 


A  report  of  the  establishment  of  a  cent  society  in  the 

'Congregation  of  Greenwich,  N.  Y.,  uii<1er  the  pastoral  care 

of  the  Rev.  S.  N.  Rowan.     It  was  formed  last  April;    has 

already  collected   S153.75  ;    paid  to  the  special  treasurer 

$111 ;  and  promises  at  least  SlOO  per  annum. 

Cent  societies  established  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Classis  of  Paramus  promise  $50  yearly. 

From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia  may  he  expected 
$500  annually,  by  subscriptions,  collections,  and  cent  soci- 
eties. 

And  the  Rev.  Wilhemus  Eltinge  offers  $250  in  Ber- 
gen turnpike  stock,  upon  tlie  following  conditions — that 
the  proceeds  of  the  said  principal  be  appropriated  to  the 
support  of  the  professors — that  the  said  stock  shall  be 
assigned  to  the  board  of  trustees  of  Queen's  College  in 
trust — that  if  the  Theological  School  shall  be  removed 
from  New  Brunswick,  the  principal  shall  revert  to  the 
donor. 

The  above  statements  are  founded  on  the  documents 
'which  accompany  this  report. 

Your  committee  fondly  flatter  themselves,  that  the 
location  of  the  Theological  School  will  now  be  finally  settled^, 
and  a  course  of  measures  be  adopted,  and  perseveringly 
pursued,  which  shall  eventuate  in  its  permanency  and  ex- 
tensive usefulness.  They  dare  not  for  a  moment  believe 
that  the  ministers  and  congregations  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church,  will  disgrace  themselves  and  destroy  the 
Theological  School,  by  refusing  to  acquiesce  in  the  decision 
of  General  Synod,  and  to  withhold  from  this  object  their 
cordial  and  active  support. 

CORNELIUS    C.    CUYLER,    Chairman. 

The  above  report  with  its  accompaning  documents 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Professorate. 

A  memorial  from  a  number  of  the  members  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Churches  in  the  city  of  New  York,  was 
received  and  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
Professorate 
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A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Isaac  Labagh,  who  was  ap- 
pointed in  June  last  to  attend  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  was  received 
and  read;  and  the  consideration  of  it  was  postponed  to  the 
next  General  Synod. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the 
special  treasurer: 

To  the  Reverend  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 

Church. 

In  rendering  his  last  accounts  to  General  Synod,  the 
special  treasurer  had  the  pleasure  of  making  known  to 
them,  that  three  donations  had  been  received  from  societies 
voluntarily  formed  viz: — Twenty  dollars  from  the  Theolog- 
ical School  society  of  Kingston,  Ulster  county;  one-hun- 
dred dollars  from  the  Bergen  town  female  cent  society 
in  New  Jersey  for  educating  indigent  students  for  the 
gospel  ministry,  and  further  to  assist  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary at  New  Brunswick ;  and  twenty-five  dollars  from  the 
Columbia  academy  society  of  Bergen,  N.  J. 

These  sources  of  revenue  for  promoting  the  intejests 
of  the  Theological  Seminary  may,  in  a  certain  sense,  be 
called  extraordinary ;  and  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
in  the  view  of  Synod  at  the  time  the  direction  was  given, 
that  the  monies  in  the  hands  of  the  special  treasurer  should 
from  time  to  time  be  subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  treasurer 
of  Queen's  College. 

This  fact  was  noticed  by  the  special  treasurer  on  the 
receipt  of  the  two  first  donations,  before  alluded  to ; — and  he 
felt  some  difiiculty  in  determining  what  would  be  the  most 
correct  line  of  conduct  to  pursue  in  relation  to  the  dis- 
bursement of  this  money.  He  concluded,  however,  on 
mature  reflection,  that  he  would  be  justifiable  in  paying  it 
to  the  order  of  the  treasurer  of  Queen's  College,  provided 
such  order  should  be  authorised  by  the  board  of  superin- 
tendents of  the  Theological  Seminary.  To  this  conclusion 
he  was   the    more   inclined,  as   the   Bergen  female   cjeiit 
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fiocietj  had  expressed  their  desire  that  the  donations  made 
by  them  should  be  applied  by  tlie  superintendents. 

That  board,  at  their  meeting  in  February  1817,  author- 
ised a  draft  on  the  special  treasurer,  and  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars  was  accordingly  paid  on  the  22d 
of  that  month,  as  will  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  account 
rendered  in  June.  This  sum  of  three  hundred  and  sixty 
dollars  was  composed  in  part,  of  the  $i20  received  from  the 
two  societies  aforesaid,  and  in  part  of  the  amount  ($240) 
received  from  Mr.  Kip,  one  of  the  agents  of  the  Consistory 
of  the  church  of  New  York,  for  granting  licences  to  print 
the  psalm  book.  This  latter  sum,  it  was  known,  had  been, 
by  a  resolution  of  General  Synod,  declared  applicable,  ex- 
clusively, to  the  use  of  indigent  students. 

These  circumstances  have  been  thus  minutely  detailed, 
that  General  Synod  may,  should  they  deem  it  expedient, 
take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  passing  a  resolution 
by  which  the  manner  of  withdrawing  from  the  special 
treasurer  the  funds  arising  from  donations,  may  be  dis- 
tinctly defined. 

Should  the  General  Synod  feel  disposed  to  put  under 
the  immediate  control  of  the  board  of  superintendents  the 
monies  arising  from  these  new  sources,  it  might  be  well 
to  direct  that  they  should  be  held  by  the  special  treasurer, 
subject  to  their  orders,  and  be  applied  by  them  agreeably 
to  the  directions  of  the  liberal  contributors  and  donorsT  If 
this  step  should  be  taken,  the  special  treasurer  would  be 
entirely  relieved  from  his  present  embarrassment  on  this 
subject ;  and,  probably,  in  those  cases  in  which  the  contri- 
butions are  made  for  the  benefit  of  indigent  students  exclu- 
sively, the  wishes  of  the  benevolent  contributors  might  be 
more  promptly  realized. 

G.   B.    VROOM,   S^).   Treamrer. 
New  York,  Oct.  28,  1817. 

The  above  communication  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  Professorate. 
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The  committee  of  overtures  reported,  and  tlieir  report 
was  accepted  and  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  of  overtures  report  that  nothing  has 
come  before  them  deserving  the  attention  of  Synod. 

SELAH    S.    WOODHULL,    Chairman. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Coi'respondence. 

The  committee  on  correspondence  reported,  that  no 
business  had  been  brought  before  them. 

ARTICLE    V. 

Synodical  Reports  on  the  State  of  the  Churches. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  religion  reported,  that 
they  had  found  nothing  requiring  the  present  attention  of 
Synod. 

ARTICLE   VI 

Synodical   Appeals. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE    VII 

Synodical   References . 

The  committee  on  synodical  minutes  reported,  and 
their  report  was  adopted  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

The  committee  on  the  synodical  minutes  report, 

That  there  is  nothing  which  requires  the  attention  of 
this  body,  excepting  the  unfinished  business  of  June,  1817, 
in  relation  to  a  friendly  correspondence  with  the  Associate 
Reformed  Church. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  respect  to  our- 
selves and  our  brethren  of  the  Reformed  Associate  Church 
requires  an  early  decision  on  that  subject ;  and  therefore 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : — 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  adopt  the  plan  of  corres- 
pondence agreed  upon  by  the  joint  committees  of  the 
Associate   Reformed    Church   and   the   Dutch   Reformed 
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Church,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  14th  of  June,  1816,  in 
all  its  parts;  excepting  that  part  of  article  5th,  which  re- 
lates to  the  mission  "  of  two  ministers  and  two  elders  " — In 
place  of  which  your  connnittee  recommend  the  mission  of 
two  ministers,  one  of  which  shall  be  alternate  to  the  other : 
— Excepting  also  that  part  of  said  article  which  relates  to 
the  deliberation  and  advice  of  the  corresponding  delegates  ; 
which  your  committee  recommend  may  read  in  the  follow- 
ing manner : — The  minister  appointed  as  a  corresponding 
delegate  shall  produce  his  credentials  at  an  early  part  of 
the  session,  and  then  shall  be  invited  to  take  his  seat  as  an 
advisory  member ;  that  is,  he  shall  have  the  right  to  ex- 
press his  opinion  on  all  subjects  which  relate  to  the  general 
interest  of  the  churches,  or  to  the  promotion  of  religion, 
but  shall  not  vote  on  any  question  before  the  Synod. 

STEPHEN    N.  ROWAN,) 

PETER  A.  O  VERB  AG  H,  }    Committee. 

ISAAC   HEYER.  ) 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

Grievances. 
The  following  report  was  received  and  accepted  : 
The  committee  on  gravamina  report,  that   they   find 
nothing  deserving  the  attention  of  the  General  Synod. 

JAMES  CHRYSTIE,   Chairman. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Church   Governtnent. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  X. 
Doctrines  and  Morals. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

Customs  and   Usages. 
Nothino;  occurred. 
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ARTICLE  XII. 

Schools  and  Christian  Education. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XIII 

Quee^i's  College. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

Professorate. 

Tlie  committee  on  the  professorate  reported,  and  their 
report  was  adopted  and  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  on  the  Professorate  respectfully  re- 
port— That  they  have  cai-efully  attended  to  the  several 
papers  submitted  to  them  by  the  General  Synod,  and  have 
most  seriously  deliberated  on  the  important  subjects  to 
which  they  relate.  They  have  endeavored  to  discover 
the  path  of  duty  to  be  pursued  by  this  Synod,  and  they 
earnestly  hope  that  the  Gi-eat  Head  of  the  Church  will  ap- 
prove and  bless  the  measures  which  they  have  been  induced 
to  recommend  for  the  adoption  of  Synod. 

In  relation  to  the  monies  which  have  been  so  liberally 
given  to-  the  General  Synod  by  the  late  Rev,  Elias  Yan 
Bunschooten,  it  appears  that  there  is  now  a  considerable  sur- 
plus of  interest  which  has  accrued  beyond  what  has  been 
requisite  for  the  support  of  poor  and  pious  youth  for  the 
gospel  ministry.  By  the  terms  of  the  grant  of  those 
monies  it  appears,  that  such  surplus  may  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  General  Synod,  be  used  by  the  trustees  of 
Queen's  College  for  the  good  of  that  institution  generally. 
Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that  this  Synod  do 
now  advise  and  consent  that  such  surplus  be  employed  by 
the  trustees  in  the  payment  of  salaries  of  the  professors  of 
the  Theological  College,  until  the  general  Synod,  in  unison 
with  the  board  of  trustees,  shall  see  fit  to  designate  some 
other  purpose  for  which  they  shall  be  expended,  always  con- 
sistently with  the  terms  of  the  grant. 
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As  to  our  Theological  College,  your  Committee  are 
sure  that  there  is  but  one  mind  in  this  General  Synod  as 
to  the  importance  of  the  institution  to  the  dearest  interests 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church.  All  will  declare  that  it 
is  essential  to  our  prosperity ;  that  it  must  be  upheld,  and 
that  for  its  maintenance  no  efforts  can  be  excessive.  It  is 
desirable  to  do  far  more  than  has  hitherto  been  done.  No 
doubt  the  General  Synod  would  most  readily  render  the 
support  of  our  present  professors  more  competent  than  it 
now  is,  and  also  increase  the  number  of  the  professors- 
But  om'  funds  are  inadequate.  They  are  not  even  sufficient 
to  pay  tlie  very  moderate  salaries  of  those  already  appoint- 
ed. It  is  then  of  vital  importance  to  add  to  the  pecuniary 
means  of  the  Synod,  and  to  render  them  equal  to  our  en- 
gagements, and  indeed  to  the  amount  which  may  be  re- 
quired for  the  compensation  of  those  who  instruct  our 
youth,  and  for  procuring  them  the  fullest  course  of  instruc- 
tion. 

Your  committee  find  that  considerable  difficulty  exists 
in  obtaining  at  every  meeting  of  the  Synod  an  exact 
account  of  the  state  of  our  funds  and  probable  pecuniary 
means ;  they  therefore  recommend  that  Synod  adopt  some 
measure  to  obtain  regularly  a  statement  which  as  far  as 
possible  shall  prevent  such  difficulty  in  future. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  most  promising 
plan  for  adding  to  the  means  of  Synod,  is  the  endeavor  to 
establish  cent  societies  in  all  our  congregations,  for  the 
support  of  the  Theological  College.  Some  such  societies 
already  exist ;  and  while  they  merit  our  thanks  and  our 
praises,  they  furnish  strong,  even  conclusive  evidence,  of 
the  efficiency  of  the  plan,  and  of  its  promise  to  afford  us 
continual  abundance  of  means,  instead  of  the  past  uncer- 
tainty and  scantiness.  Your  committee  recommend  this 
plan  to  the  Synod,  with  entire  confidence  that  if  adopted 
and  vigorously  pursued,  it  will  not  fail  to  equal  our  present 
wants  and  our  reasonable  wishes. 

The  offered  donation,  on  certain  specified  conditions, 
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made  by  the  Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  merits  not  only  the 
prompt  acceptance  of  this  General  Synod,  but  also  their 
grateful  acknowledgments.  May  the  Lord  account  it  as 
the  increase  of  the  threshing  jk)07\  and  as  the  increase  of  the 
wine  press  ! 

As  to  the  removal  of  the  Theological  College  from  the 
city  of  New  Brunswick,  your  committee  consider  such  re- 
moval as  entii'ely  inadmissible.  No  motive  exists  which 
would  warrant  the  attempt  to  remove  it;  and  the  individ- 
uals whose  memorial  has  been  referred  to  your  committee, 
do  not  promise  any  monies  additional  to  those  promised  in 
June  last,  nor  do  they  proffer  any  additional  security  for 
the  prompt  payment  of  the  same.  But  even  were  the 
promises  most  liberal  and  the  security  most  satisfactory, 
still  your  committee  think  tliat  the  covenant  between  tlie 
General  Synod  and  the  trustee^  of  Queen's  College  requires 
the  continuance  of  the  institution  at  New  Brunswick,  so 
long  as  the  trustees  shall  perform  their  covenant  engage- 
ments and  refuse  to  consent  to  its  removal.  And  your 
committee  have  had  before  them  an  official  document  which 
show  that  they  do  not  consent  to  the  same.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  Synod  will  put  this  subject  at  rest.  The  repeated 
agitation  of  the  question  produces  no  beneficial  effect,  but 
it  is  seriously  injurious  ;  inasmuch  as  it  encourages  the  oppo- 
sition of  the  cold,  it  satisfies  the  frivolous  excuses  of  the 
luke-warm,  and  it  paralizes  the  efforts  of  the  best  friends  of 
the  institution.  It  should  be  distinctly  understood  through- 
out our  Church,  that  so  long  as  the  trustees  of  Queen's 
College  shall  adhere  to  their  engagements,  which  they 
have  done  hitherto,  so  long  the  General  Synod  will  not, 
and  cannot  in  good  faith,  remove  the  school  without  the 
consent  of  the  trustees. 

Though  the  friends  of  a  removal  of  the  school  maj'  have 
different  opinions  as  to  the  tenor  of  the  existing  covenant 
between  the  Synod  and  the  trustees ;  though  a  refusal  to 
remove  the  institution  may  disappoint  them,  yet  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  they  will  not  withold  their  support.     Some  of 
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tliem,  your  committee  know,  are  determined  to  give  their 
contributions  liberally  to  the  school  without  regard  to  its 
location ;  and  if  the  avowed  intentions  of  these  praise- 
worthy men  ai-e  to  l)e  regarded  as  indications  of  the  general 
mind,  then  the  final  decision  of  the  question  of  removal  by 
this  Synod  may  be  expected  to  remove  the  influence  of 
local  considerations,  and  to  induce  every  friend  of  our 
Church,  whom  God  has  blessed  with  the  ability,  to  pour 
into  our  treasury  many  and  abundant  gifts  for  the  support 
of  our  Theological  Seminary  at  New  Brunswick.  The 
members  of  our  Church  in  New  York  have  already  done 
much ;  they  deserve  our  praises  and  our  thanks.  And 
while  we  commend  and  thank  them,  let  them  persevere  in 
well-doing,  and  let  the  other  parts  of  our  Church  do  like- 
wise, and  our  seminary  will  be  amply  endowed  as  we  trust, 
through  the  divine  blessing,  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  to 
the  prosperity  and  extension  of  our  Reformed  Zion. 

Your  committee  liave  instructed  their  chairman  to  pro- 
pose a  number  of  resolutions  founded  on  this  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  M.  BRADFORD,  Chairman. 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  do  advise  and  consent  that 
any  surplus  of  interest  which  has  accrued  or  which  may 
hereafter  accrue  from  the  monies  given  by  the  late  Rev. 
Elias  Van  Bunschooten,  beyond  what  has  been  or  may  be 
requisite  for  the  support  of  poor  pious  youth  in  the  Theo- 
logical College,  be  employed  by  the  trustees  of  Queen's 
College  in  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  professors  in 
the  Theological  College,  until  the  General  Synod  sliall 
otherwise  express  their  advice  and  wish. 

Hesolved,  That  the  permanent  clerk  and  the  special 
treasurer  be  a  committee,  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
Geut^-al  Synod,  to  prepare  and  present  to  the  Synod  at 
every  meeting,  a  digest  of  the  debts  and  credits  and  prob- 
able receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  General  Synod, 
together  with  such  suggestions  as  may  be  deemed  expedient 
by  said  committee  in  relation  to  the  pecuniary  concerns  of 
our  Church. 
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Resolved^  That  this  General  Synod  do  thankfully  accept 
of  the  donation  of  the  R.ev.Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  on  the  con- 
ditions specified  by  him  and  recited  by  the  committee  of 
conference,  whose  report  is  found  in  the  minutes  of  this 
Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  removal  of  the  Theological  School  is 
entirely  inadmissable. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  enjoined  upon  the  Minis- 
ters, Consistories,  and  Members  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church,  to  take  the  concerns  of  our  Theological  College 
into  their  prayerful  consideration,  and  give  it  their  decided 
and  active  support. 

Resolved,  That  until  an  adequate  permanent  fund  can  be 
procured,  it  is  the  opinion  of  General  Synod  that  the 
Theological  College  can  be  maintained  by  cent  and  other 
societies ;  provided  they  be  instituted  and  vigorously  sup- 
ported in  all  our  congregations. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  constitution  be  recom- 
mended to  all  the  churches,  viz  : 

CONSTITUTION. 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  having  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Churches  supplied  with  an  able  and  faith- 
ful ministry ;  satisfied  that  this  cannot  be  done  without  the 
aid  of  a  well  conducted  Theological  College,  and  desirous 
of  contributing  our  mite  to  so  important  an  object,  we,  the 
subscribers,  agree  to  form  ourselves  into  a  society  for  this 
purpose,  and  adopt  the  following  constitution: 

Art.  1.  This  society  shall  be  known  and  distinguished 
by  the  name  of  "The  cent  society  of  in  aid  of 

the  Theological  College  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church." 

Art.  2.  Every  person  subscribing  one  cent  or  more  per 
week  shall  be  a  member  of  this  society.. 

Art.  3.  The  subscription  shall  be  paid  once  in  every 
months. 

Art.  4.  The  officers  of  the  society  shall  consist  of  a 
president,  two  vice-presidents,  treasurer,  secretary,  seven 
managers,  and  four  collectors,  who  shall  be  chosen  annually, 
and  constitute  the  board  of  direction. 

Art.  5.  The  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers 
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shall  take  place  on  the  first  Monday  of  November,  at  snch 
time  and  place  as  the  board  of  direction  shall  appoint. 

Art.  6.  The  monies  collecteJ  shall  be  transmitted  once 
in  months    to   the   special   treasurer    of    General 

Synod,  and  be  at  the  disposal  of  that  body  for  the  support 
of  the  Theological  College. 

Art.  7.  The  board  of  direction  shall  meet  quarterly  on 
the  last  Mondays  of  January,  April,  July  and  October ; 
and  five  shall  be  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Art.  8.  Special  meetings  of  the  society  may  be  convened 
at  the  request  of  two  members. 

Resolved,  That  the  stated  clerk  cause  400  copies  of  the 
preceding  Constitution  to  be  printed  and  distributed. 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  will  now  appoint  agents  in 
the  several  Classes  under  their  care,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  visit  the  different  Congregations,  to  attempt  the  forma- 
tion of  cent  societies,  and  to  solicit  contributions  from  the 
Consistories  and  individuals  in  aid  of  the  Theological 
College. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  : 

For  the  Classis  of  New  York — Eev.  Selah  S.  Woodhull 
and  Stephen  N.  Rowan. 

For  the  Classis  of  New  Brunswick — Rev.  James  S. 
Cannon  and  Charles  Hardenberg,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Peter 
B.  Dumont. 

For  the  Classis  of  Paramus  and  Bergen — Rev.  John 
Cornelison,  John  J.  Christie,  James  Y.  C.  Romeyn  and 
James  D.  Demarest. 

For  the  Classis  of  Ulster  and  Poughkeepsie — Rev.  Cor- 
nelius D.  Westbrook,  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler,  Jesse  Fonda 
and  James  Murphy. 

For  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer — Rev.  James  Chrystie, 
Philip  Duryea,  Richard  Sluyter  and  Nicholas  I.  Marseles. 

For  the  Classis  of  Montgomery — Rev.  Abraham  Yan 
Home,  Winslow  Paige,  John  F.  Schermerhorn  and  Coen- 
rad  Ten  Eyck. 

For  the  Classis  of  Albany — Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford, 
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John  De  Witt  and  Jacob  Van  Vechten. 

For  the  Classis  of  Long  Island — Rev.  Dr.  John  Bassett 
and  Jacob  Schoonmaker. 

For  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia — Rev.  Dr.  Jacob  Brod- 
head  and  Peter  Labagh. 

Hesolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  Ministers 
and  Consistories,  to  co-operate  with  the  agents  hereby 
appointed,  and  give  them  all  the  aid  in  their  power  to  fulfil 
their  commission. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  any  of  the  above  agents  are  under 
the  necessity,  in  the  fulfilment  of  their  trust,  to  absent 
themselves  from  their  Congregations,  the  Classis  to  which 
they  belong,  at  their  request,  be  enjoined  to  appoint  sup- 
plies for  their  pulpits. 

Resolved,  That  these  agents  be  instructed  to  solicit  an- 
nual subscriptions  and  donations  to  the  permanent  fund  for 
the  support  of  the  Theological  Professorate,  which  shall  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  special  treasurer  of  General 
Synod  for  the  time  being ;  and  the  Synod  do  hereby  pledge 
themselves  to  all  subscribers  and  donors  to  the  permanent 
fund,  that  nothing  but  the  interest  of  said  fund  thus  vested 
in  the  hands  of  the  special  treasurer  shall  be  appropriated 
to  the  support  of  the  Professorate. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  enjoined  on  these  agents  to  fulfil 
their  commission  before  the  next  meeting  of  General  Synod 
and  report  to  that  body. 

Resolved,  That  the  expenses  of  the  agents  be  defrayed 
out  of  any  monies  they  may  collect. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  appointment  of  agents  super- 
cedes the  appointment  of  agents  in  1815. 

Resolved,  That  the  special  treasurer,  agreeably  to  the  sug- 
gestions in  his  letter,  be  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  over 
all  monies  which  may  come  into  his  hands  for  the  support  of  in- 
.digent  students,  on  the  order  of  the  board  of  superintendents. 
ARTICLE  XY. 

Students  in  Theology. 
'  Nothing  occurred. 
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ARTICLE  XYI. 

Church  Visitation. 
Notliing  occm-red. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 

Prevailing  Sins. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVIII. 

Missions. 

The  committee  on  missions  reported,  that  no  business 
had  been  brought  before  tliem  which  requires  the  attention 
of  this  Synod. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 
Widovj's  Fund. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XX. 

Particularia. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  stated  clerk, 
viz: — 

By  a  resolution  of  the  General  Synod  of  June,  1817,  it 
was  resolved  that  the  stated  clerk  have  six  sets  of  all  the 
printed  minutes  of  General  Synod  which  he  can  procure, 
bound  for  the  use  of  Synod.  He  reports  that  he  has  used 
all  his  exertion  to  obtain  six  complete  sets,  but  has  been 
unsuccessful.  No  such  copies,  therefore,  are  now  presented 
to  Synod,  because  a  sufficient  number  are  not  to  be  obtained. 
The  stated  clerk,  therefore,  would  respectfully  propose  to 
the  General  Synod,  the  printing  in  a  volume  all  the  minutes 
of  Synod — He  has  retison  to  believe  that  a  printer  will 
""take  the  work  at  liis  own  risk,  or  at  the  usijal  price  of 
printing  at  the  risk  of  Synod.  Probably  this  measure 
would  not  only  pay  for  itself,  but  produce  something  for 
the  funds  of  Synod. 

JOHN  M.  BRADFORD,  Stated  Clerk. 
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Resolved,  That  the  E-ev.  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford,  John 
DeWitt  and  Henry  Ostrander,  be  a  committee  to  cause  all 
the  minutes  of  General  Synod  in  existence  to  be  printed  in 
the  octavo  form,  and  procure  the  necessary  translations 
from  the  Dutch  into  the  English  language ;  and  that  the 
said  committee  be  authorised  to  use  the  printed  extracts  of 
1797,  and  the  manuscript  minutes  of  that  year  which  have 
lately  been  recovered,  so  as  to  present  a  view  of  the  trans- 
actions of  that  session  as  far  as  practicable. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  Ministers 
and  Churches,  as  well  as  to  individuals,  to  subscribe  to  the 
above  named  work ;  and  that  the  committee  having  secured 
the  copy-right,  do  pay  all  the  emolument  beyond  the  ex- 
pense, into  the  hands  of  the  special  treasurer. 

Resolved,  That  the  stated  clerk  be  instructed  to  send 
regularly  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  Synod,  to  the  special 
treasurer  of  this  body,  and  one  copy  to  the  treasurer  of 
Queen's  College. 

Resolved,  That  the  door-keeper's  account  be  paid, 
amounting  to  five  and  a  half  dollars,  including  the  ex- 
pense of   an  express. 

ARTICLE  XXI. 

Questorate. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXII. 

Pastoral  Letter. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXIII. 

Synodical  Archives 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 

Resumption  and  Close, 
The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 
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Resolved,  That  the  stated  clerk  publish  eight  hundred 
copies  of  the  minutes  of  this  Synod,  duly  authenticated ; 
that  he  distribute  among  the  Classes  the  number  of  copies 
directed  by  them,  and  that  he  be  authorised  to  dispose  of 
the  surplus  copies  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents  each. 

ARTICLE  XXV. 

Adjoiirwinent. 
Synod   adjourned    to  meet  in    New   York,  on   the  first 
Wednesday  of  June,  A.D.  1818,  at  10,  A.M.    . 

Concluded  with  Prayer. 

CORNELIUS  D.  TVESTBROOE:,  President. 

WILHELMUS  ELTINGE,  Adsessor. 

JOHN  GOSMAN.        )  ^    , 
JAMES  CHRYSTIE,  5  ^^^^^*  ^^^  ^^'^''' 

SELAH  S.  WOODHULL,  Permanent  aerk. 
Official  copy  from  the  original  minutes, 

JOHN  M.  BRADFORD,  Stated  Clerk. 
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ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in 
JVorth  America^  corivened  in  the  City  of  JYew-  York,  on 
Wednesday,  the  third  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen.  The 
Session  continued  from  the  third  day  of  June  to  the 
eleventh  day  of  June  inclusive. 

— ^'^'^^ — 
FORMJITIOJ^  OF  Sr^^OT). 

ARTICLE  I. 

Opening  of  the  Synod. 

X  HE  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer,  by  the  Rev.  Cornelius 
D.  Westbrook,  the  President  of  the  last  General  Synod. 
A  sermon  was  preached  in  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the 
Session,  by  the  Rev.  William  M'Murray,  from  Acts  iv.  12. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Members  present. 

FROM  THE  PARTICULAR  SYNOD    OF  NEW-YORK. 

1.  From  the  Chassis  of  New- York. 
Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Milledoler,  Selah  S.  Woodhull,  and  Paschal 
N.  Strong. 

1  * 


4  JUNE,  1818. 

Elders,  Messrs.  Henry  Rutgers,  Richard  Duryea,*  and 
Abraham  A.  Remsen. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 

Rev.  Ava  Neal,^  Jacob  T.  Field,**  and  John  Duryea.f 
Elders,  Messrs.  Thomas  Blauvdt||  and  Samuel  Roome.J 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick. 

Rev.  James  S.  Cannon,  Jacob  I.  Schultz,  and  Charles 
Hardenbergh. 

Elders,  Messrs.  Francis  Covenhoven,|l  and  Nicholas  Ar- 
rowsmith.ff 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Paramus. 

Rev.  Wilhelraus  Eltinge,  Peter  D.  Fraeligb,  and  John  I. 
Christie. 

Elders,  Messrs.  Abraham  Ackerroan,||||  and  David  C.  Dema- 
rest. 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Long- Island. 

Rev  Jacob  Schoonmaker,  Peter  I.  Van  Pelt,||  and  Zacha- 
rias  H  Kuypers. 
Elders,  Messrs.  Aert  Van  Pelt,  and  Cornelius  Van  Cott.^^ 


*  The  Elder  Mr  Guisbert  B.  Vroom,  the  primariuSj  appeared  on  the  first  day  of  the 
Session,  and  took  his  seat  as  a  member  in  place  of  Mr.  Duryea. 

t  Took  his  seat  on  the  2d  day  of  the  Session,  and  afterward  Rev.  John  Demarest,  the 
primarius,  took  his  seat  on  the  4th  day  of  the  Session. 

\  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  3d  day  of  the  Session. 

5  Succeeded  on  the  6th  day  of  the  Session  by  the  secundus.  Rev.  Cornelius  T.  Dema- 
rest. 

II  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  8th  day  of  the  Session. 

**  Rev.  John  Duryea  succeeded  Rev.  Mr.  Field  on  the  8th  day  of  the  Session. 

ft  Took  his  seat  on  the  2d  day  of  the  Session. 

:t|  Rev.  Dr.  Jolm  Bassett  took  Ais-seat,  as  secundus,  on  the  3d  day  of  the  Session,  and 
aftervfard  Rev.  John  Beattie,  another  secundus,  took  his  seat. 

\\  Took  his  seat  on  the  4th  day  of  the  Session. 

nil  Succeeded  on  the  7th  day  of  the  Session,  by  Mr.  Daniel  I.  Haring,  his  secundus- 
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6.  From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  Peter  Steddiford,  Peter  Labagb,  and  David  Parker. 
Elders,  Messrs.  John  W.  Hall,  Nicholas  Dubois,  and  Wil- 
liam Sheepshanks.f 

FROM  THE  PARTICULAR  SYNOD   OF  ALBANY. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. 
Rev.  William  M'Murray,  and  Herman  Vedder. 
Elders,  Messrs.   Henry  Wiltsie,  Martin  Hermanse,Jf    and 
Peter  Ham. 

2.  Fro7n  the  Classis  of  .Albany. 

Rev.  Gilbert  R.  Livingston,  John  De  Witt,  and  Jacob  Van 
Vecbten.f 

Elders,  Messrs.  Storm  Roose,f  Garrit  Benson,f  and  John 
I.  Ostrander.|| 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster. 

Rev.  William  R.  Bogardus,  and  Abraham  D.  Wilson.f 
Elder,  Mr.  Simon  Alsdorph. 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer. 

Rev.  James  Chrystie,  Philip  Duryea,ff  and  Richard 
Sluyter.^ 

Elder,  Mr.  Moses  Cowan.* 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  M^ontg ornery. 
Rev.  John  F.  Schermerhorn,  and  John  P.  Spinner.f 
Elder,  Mr.  Alexander  Boyd.^* 

II  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  3d  day  of  the  Session. 
*  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  1st  daj  of  the  Sessioa, 
f  Took  their  seats  on  the  2d  day  of  the  Session. 

I  Succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Romeyn,  the  primariuSy  on  the  2d  day  of  the 
Session, 

5  Took  his  seat  on  the  3d  day  of  the  Session. 

jl  Took  his  seat  on  the  4th  day  of  the  Session. 

**  Obtained  leave  of  absence  ou  the  4th  day  of  the  Session. 

tf  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  8th  day  of  the  Session. 
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ARTICLE  HI. 

Moderntors. 

Rev.  William  M'Murray  was  chosen  President. 
Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinge  was  chosen  Adsessor. 
Rev.  Paschal  N.  Strong  and  James  Chrystie  were  chosen 
Clerks,  pro  tempore. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Reading  of  Minutes. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Session  of  the  General  Synod,  and 
«f  the  Session  at  Kingston,  in  October  last,  were  read. 

ACTS  OF  srxoi). 

ARTICLE  I. 

Orders  and  Rules. 
Thesa  were  read. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Standing  Committees. 
The  following  committees  were  appointed  ; 

Committee  on  the  Professorate. — Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinge, 
Dr.  Philip  Milledoler,  Selah  S.  Woodhull,  Gilbert  R.  Living- 
ston, and  John  De  Witt,  and  the  Elders,  Messrs.  Moses 
Cowan  and  Martin  Hermanse.  The  Elders,  Messrs.  Francis 
Covenhoven  and  Nicholas  Dubois  were  appointed  on  this 
committee  on  Messrs.  Martin  Hermanse  and  Moses  Cowan's 
obtaining  leave  of  absence. 

Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes. — Rev.  Peter  Steddiford, 
and  Jacob  Van  Vechteu,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Henry  Wiltsie. 
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The  Rev.  Abraham  D.  Wilson  was  appointed  on  this  com- 
mittee when  the  Rev.  Jacob  Van  Vechten  ceased  to  be  a 
member  of  Sjnod  on  the  appearance  of  his  primarius. 

Committee  on  Correspondence. — Rev.  Peter  Labagh,  Herman 
Vedder,  and  James  Chrystie,  and  the  Elders,  Messrs.  Aert 
Van  Pelt,  and  Thomas  Blauvelt. 

Committee  on  Missions. — Rev.  James  S.  Cannon,  Paschal 
N.  Strong,  Peter  I.  Van  Pelt,  and  William  R.  Bogardus,  and 
the  Elder,  Mr.  Henry  Rutgers.  Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinge  was 
afterward  added  to  this  committee. 

Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion. — Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Mille- 
doler,  Ava  Neal,  Jacob  T.  Field,  David  Parker,  and  John  F. 
Schermerhorn,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Samuel  Roome. 

Committee  on  Gravamina. — Rev.  Jacob  Schoonmaker,  Peter 
D.  Frffiligh,  Peter  I.  Van  Pelt,  and  Philip  Duryea,  and  the 
Elder,  Mr.  Peter  Ham. 

Committee  of  Overtures. — Rev  Peter  Labagh,  John  F. 
Schermerhorn,  and  Jacob  T.  Field,  and  the  Elder,  Mr. 
Richard  Duryea. 


ARTICLE  III. 

Communications. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Helfenstein,  informing  Synod  that  the  German  Reformed 
Synod  had  appointed  him  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pomp,  Delegates 
to  this  Synod,  but  that  they  could  not  attend  ;  also  a  copy  of 
the  Minutes  of  the  last  Session  of  that  Synod ;  both  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  together 
with  the  letter  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  Labagh,  referred  to  this 
meeting  of  Synod,  at  the  Session  in  October  last. 

The  Agents,  appointed  in  October  last  to  attempt  the  form- 
ation of  Cent  Societies,  and  to  solicit  contributions  from  the 
Consistories  and  individuals  in  aid  of  the  Theological  College. 
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were  called  upon  to  report,  and  their  reports  were  referred  to 
the  Conimittee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Digest. 

Rev.  John  Duryea  presented  communications,  setting  forth 
his  having  organized  the  congregations  of  Benton,  in  the 
county  of  Ontario;  and  of  Fayette,  in  the  county  of  Seneca,  in 
the  state  of  New-York ; — which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Haerlem  Female 
Missionary  Society,  stating,  that  Mr.  Cornelius  Bogardus  is 
employed  by  them  as  their  missionary,  and  requesting  Synod  to 
take  measures  to  ordain  Mr.  Bogardus  so  soon  as  convenient ; 
which  communication  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions. 

The  first  annual  Report  of  the  United  Foreign  Missionary 
Society,  including  a  recommendation  of  some  alterations  of 
their  Constitution,  as  well  as  an  account  of  their  proceedings, 
was  presented  to  the  General  Synod,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  Missions,  viz. 

To  the  General  Synod,  the  Standing  Committee  of  Mis- 
sions, report.  That  during  the  past  year,  the  Rev.  Jacob  Van 
Vechten  and  John  F.  Schermerhorn  have  been  employed  as 
Missionaries   in  Upper   Canada  for  twelve  weeks;    that  the 
progress  and  result  of  their  mission  are  detailed  at  full  length 
in  their  report  to  the  committee,  which  is  herewith  submitted 
to  the  General  Synod  for  their  information ; — that  the  com- 
mittee have  paid  to  each  of  the  said  missionaries  for  his  ser- 
vices the  sum  of  |;  195  ;  that  the  treasurer's  account  herewith 
submitted  exhibits  a  correct  statement  of  the  missionary  fund 
at  the  disposal  of  the  committee  ;  that  in  lieu  of  Scott's  Bible, 
which  the  committee  were  directed  by  the  General  S}'nod  to 
transmit  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Dowal,  they  have,  by  particular 
request  of  Mr.  M'Dowal,  communicated  by  letter  (of  which  a 
true  copy  is  herewith  submitted)  supplied  him  with  other  useful 
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Theological  books,  equal  in  price  to  Scott's  Family  Bible, 
amounting  to  ^30  37i;  that  the  sum  of  ^50,  appropriated  by 
order  of  General  Synod  for  missionary  services  in  the  north- 
erly parts  of  New- Jersey,  remains  unexpended,  as  no  report 
of  any  such  service  has  been  made  to  the  committee  ;  that 
the  committee  are  impressed  with  a  strong  conviction  that  the 
Canada  missions  are  not  productive  of  the  good  effects  which 
ought  to  be  the  object  of  missionary  labours.  What  other 
missionary  ground  can  be  occupied  to  greater  advantage,  is  a 
point  which  the  committee  deem  it  their  duty  to  submit  for 
decision  to  the  collected  wisdom  of  the  Church  in  General 
Synod. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHJy  M.  BR.1DF0RD,  Chairman. 
Jilbany,  May  23,  1818. 

Accompanying  the  above  report  were  the  report  of  the 
Rev.  Messrs.  Jacob  Van  Vechten,  and  John  F.  Schermerhorn ; . 
and  the  account  current  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Committee  of 
Missions,  which  is  as  follows  : 


/ 
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DR. 


The  Committee  of  Missioss  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Cuchch 


liil7. 

Julj 

11 

Sept. 

17 

1818 

Feb. 

13 

14 

Man  h 

30 

May 

11 

22 


To  cash  paid  Rev.  J.  Vao  Vechten,  and  J   F.  Schermerhorn,  in  ad- 
vance, as  niissiouaries  to  Upper  Canada 
paid  postage  of  a  letter  with  monej  Irom  Rev.  Dr.  S.  Frseligh 
„     Rev.   Mr.    "Van  Vechten,   in  full  for  his  missioa  to  Upper 
Canada      ........ 

,,     Rev.  Mr.  Schermerhom,   in  full  for  his  mission  to  Upper 
Canada      ...  ...... 

„     for  a  map  of  Upper  Canada     ...... 

„    for  boolis  to  Rev.  Mr.  M'Dowel 

„    postage  of  a  letter  with  money  from  Jas.  Bc^art 
„     postage  of  a  letter  with  money  from  Rev.  Mr.  De  Witt,  &c. 
uncurrent  bills  received  from  Rev.  Mr.  Goemaa 
do.         received  from  Rev.  I\Ir.  Fraeligh 
do.         received  from  Rev.   Mr.  Bronk 
do.         received  from   Rev.  Mr.  Ostrander 
paid  postage  of  letter  from  S.  S.  Woodhttll,  and  G.  B.  Vroom 
cash  ia  Bank,  &c.  .         .  .... 


482 


912 


49 


371 

40 

16 


83i 
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IN    ACCOUNT    CURRENT   WITH    ElBERT   WiLLETT,   TrEASTRER. 


CR. 


18(7 
June 
Aug. 

5 
6 

14 

Sept. 

25 
17 

Oct. 

2 

8 

9 

17 
28 

No?. 

1 

1818 

Feb. 

3 

f5 
13 

March 
April 

30 

2 

22 

May 

11 

19 

By  balance  of  account  rendered  to  General  Synod  this  day     . 
,,  cash  from  Rev.  James  Chryslie,  collected  in  Church  at  Union 

Village,  for  support  of  missions         .... 
„     „     from  Rev.  N.  I.  Marselus,  collected  in  Churches  at  Green 

bush  and  Blooming-Grove 

,,     „     from  Rev.  J.  Gosmeui,  collected  in  Kingston    . 
„     „    from  Rev.  R.  Bronk,  collected  by  him      .... 
„     „    from  Rev.  Dr.  Frseligh,  collected  in  Church  at  Hackensack 
„     „     from  Rev.  S.  Ostrander,  collected  for  support  of  missions 
„    „    from  Mr.  I.  Hutton,  collected  in  Church  in  Garden-Street, 

New- York 

„     „    from  Rev.  Mr.  Westervelt,  collected  in  Church  at  Wynants' 

Kill 

„     „    from  Rev.  P.  Lowe,  collected  in  Churches  at  Flatbush  and 

Flatlands 

„     ,,    from  Rev.  Dr.  Bassett,  collected  in  Church  at  Bushwick 
„    „    from  Rev.  I.  Y.  Johnston,  collected  at  Argyle  and  Fort 

Miller 

,,     „     from  Rev.  P.  Van  Beuren,  collected  in  Church  at  Schodac 
„     „     of  Rev.  Dr.  Bradford,  from  Missionary  Society  at  Pough- 

keepsie       ....... 

„     „     of  Rev.  S.  N.  Rowan,  collected  at  Church  in  Greenwich 
„     „     from  Rev.  A.  Neal,  collected  in  Churches  at  Pompton  and 

Fairfield     ........ 

„     „    from  Rev.  P.  Durj-ea,  collected  in  Church  at  Saratoga 

„     „     collected  bj'  the  Rev.  J.  Van  Vechten,  and  J.  F.  Schermer- 

horn,  on  their  mission  to  Upper  Canada 
„     „     from  James  Bogart,  Jun.  collected  in  Church  at  Haerlem 
„     ,,     of  Rev.  J.  Sickles,  collected  in  Church  at  Kinderhook 
„     „     from  Rev.  Dr.  Brodhead,  collected  at  North  and 

SoiKharnpton  .         $  8  00 

North  Branch         .  10  00 

Harlingen      ...  12  00 

Shaimack      .         .  10  7 

Philadelphia  .  9  2. 


from  Rev.  T.  De  Witt,  collected  at  Hopewell  ai;d  New 
Hackensack       ....... 

from  Rev.  S.  Van  Santvoord,  collected  in  Church 

at  Belville       .         .         ^5  00 
and  Stouehouse  Plain        3  00 


1^ 
305 

C. 

eo 

12 

19 

51 

21 

16 

18 

86 

14 

83 

32 

16 

10 

38 

50 

15 

12i 

10 

4 

50 

50 

20 

18 

22 

6 

67 

59 

17 

45 

82 
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KRBORS   EXCEPTED, 


ELBERT  WILLETT,  Treas.  vvIjo,  being 
Hear  eighty  years  old,  wishes  not  to  be  reappointed. 


Resolved,  That  all  the  communications  from  the  Standing 
Committee  of  Missions  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions. 
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The  Board  of  Superintendants  brought  in  tbe  following 
report,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Profes- 
sorate ;  viz. — 

In  conformity  with  the  order  of  General  Synod,  the  Board 
of  Superintendants  of  the  Theological  College,  beg  leave  to 
make  their  annual  report. 

The  Board  communicate,  for  the  information  of  Synod, 
the  following  summary  account  of  the  College,  viz. : 

The  Board  met  in  the  Theological  Hall,  at  New-Brunswick, 
on  the  last  Tuesday  of  May,  1818,  for  the  purpose  of  superin- 
tending the  annual  examination  of  said  Seminary,  and  its  other 
concerns.  The  Board  found  your  School  in  deep  mourning 
on  account  of  the  death  of  our  greatly  beloved  and  highly 
esteemed  junior  Professor.  The  Rev.  Dr.  John  Schureman  is 
no  more.  He  is  lost  to  his  family,  to  the  School,  and  to  the 
Church.  God  who  gave,  has  taken  him  away  from  us  in  the 
midst  of  his  usefulness.  But  we  must  neither  murmur  nor 
despair.  It  becomes  us  to  submit  with  resignation,  and  to  say, 
The  Lord  gave,  the  Lord  hath  taken  away;  blessed  be  the 
name  of  the  Lord. 

The  senior  Professor  furnished  the  following  list  of  the 
names  and  standing  of  the  students  of  the  College  : — Cornelius 
Bogardus,  David  R.  De  Freest,  and  Brogun  Huff,  of  three 
years  standing ;  Jacob  Fonda,  John  Peltz,  James  Romeyn, 
Henry  Smaltz,  John  Vandervoort,  of  two  years  standing;  Eli 
Baldwin,  Jared  Dewing,  Isaac  Fisher,  Gabrif-1  Ludlow,  John 
Van  Lievv,  Abraham  J.  Swiis,  Seymour  Vonk,  and  Paul  Wied- 
man,  of  one  year's  standing. 

The  Board  having  attended  to  the  examination  of  all  the 
students  on  Didactic  and  Polemic  Theology,  approved  of  their 
proficiency  in  said  brandies. 

The  Board  then  proceeded  to  examine  Cornelius  Bogardus, 
David  R.  De  Freest,  and  Brogun  Huff,  (students  of  three  years 
standing)  on  Ecclesiastical  History,  Church  Government, 
Pastoral  Theology,  and  the  Hebrew  Language,  and  being 
satisfied  with  their  proficiency  in  said  branches,  and  in  Didac- 
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tic  and  Polemic  Theology,  the  Board  unanimously  resolved, 
that  the  above  named  students  be  recommended  to  the  senior 
Professor  for  certificates,  which  may  admit  them  to  examina- 
tion for  licensure  before  any  Classis  or  Particular  Synod.  From 
the  above  statement,  it  will  appear  that  three  students  have 
finished  their  course  of  study  ;  and  that  thirteen  remain  in  the 
School,  five  of  whom  have  entered  on  the  third,  and  eight  on 
the  second  year  of  their  terra. 

During  the  year  past,  the  Board  hare  granted  for  the  relief 
of  six  indigent  students  the  sum  of  $840,  it>the  following  pro- 
portions; to  one  student  $180,  to  another  $70,  to  another 
$155,  to  another  $180,  to  another  $135,  and  to  another  $120. 

The  Board  take  this  opportunity  to  express  their  approba- 
tion of  the  faithful  and  unremitting  labours  of  our  venerable 
surviving  Professor,  and  to  express  their  fervent  prayer  that 
the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  may  long  continue  him  in  the 
midst  of  us,  as  a  blessing  to  his  people. 

From  a  view  of  the  wants  of  our  School,  and  of  the  state  of 
our  funds,  the  Board  recommend  to  General  Synod,  that  a 
successor  to  Dr.  Schureman  be  appointed  so  soon  as  they  shall 
deem  it  expedient. 

The  Board  wish  to  add,  that  they  have  reason  to  expect  an 
accession  to  the  School  in  tiie  course  of  the  present  year. 

The  Board,  before  they  close  their  report,  beg  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  Synod  to  an  existing  irregularity  in  the  School 
of  Professor  Fraeligh.  Whereas  the  General  Synod  have,  by 
their  statute  of  1813,  extended  the  superintendance  of  the 
Board  over  every  student  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  so 
far  as  to  render  it  the  duty  of  every  student,  (previous  to  his 
commencing  the  study  of  Theology)  to  make  himself  known 
as  such  to  the  Board  of  Superintendants,  and  to  consider 
himself  as  under  their  care;  and  whereas  the  Board  have  un- 
derstood that  there  are  at  present,  and  have  been  for  a  year 
past,  four  students  in  the  school  of  Professor  Frccligh,  who 
have  hitherto  not  yet  reported  themselves ; — the  Board  have 
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resolved,  to  refer  the  above  case  to  General  Synod  for  their 
direction. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
By  Order, 

FHILIP  MILLEBOLER,  Prest. 
W.  ELTIJVGE,  Clerk  P.  T. 

An  application  was  received  from  Mr.  Isaac  A.  Van  Hook 
for  a  dispensation,  so  far  as  to  allow  him  credit  for  two  years 
of  Study,  which  he  has  already  spent  in  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary in  New- York,  on  his  spending  the  ensuing  year  in  the 
Theological  College  in  New-Brunswick.  This  application 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

A  memorial  was  received  from  Messrs.  Abraham  Fort, 
James  Brinkerhoff,  Stephen  Z.  Goetschius,  and  George 
Dubois,  students  with  the  Rev.  Professor  Fraeligh,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

The  Committee  of  Overtures  reported,  that  no  business 
had  been  brought  before  them. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Correspondence. 

Tbe  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported,  and  their 
report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : — 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  beg  leave  to  report, 
that  the  following  subjects  have  come  under  their  considera- 
tion. 

1.  The  correspondence  with  the  Synod  of  North  Holland. 
On  this  subject  the  Committee  have  made  the  necessary  in- 
quiry, and  regret  to  stale,  that  no  communications  addressed  to 
this  body  for  a  number  of  years  have  been  received  from  our 
Mother  Church.  The  Coiimittee  recommend  the  continuance 
of  the  correspondence,  in  order  to  manifest  to  the  Synod  of 
North  Holland  our  undiminished  desire  to  cherish  and  perpe- 
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tuate  that  Christian  and  friendly  intercourse  which  our  former 
and  long-continued  relation  naturally  suggests. 

2.  The  correspondence  with  the  Synod  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States.  From  the  minutes  of  that 
reverend  Body  which  have  been  referred  to  your  Committee, 
they  learn,  with  peculiar  pleasure,  that  our  German  brethren 
still  manifest  a  disposition  to  continue  the  friendly  correspond- 
ence with  this  Synod  already  established,  and  to  strengthen 
those  ties  of  Christian  affection  and  brotherhood,  by  a  joint 
co-operation  in  such  measures  as  will  have  an  evident  tendency 
to  build  up  their  respective  Churches,  and  to  promote  the 
great  interests  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom.  As  an  evidence 
of  this  disposition  the  Committee  refer  to  the  appointment  of 
the  Rev.  Messrs.  Samuel  Helfenstein  and  Pomp,  not  only  as 
Corresponding  members,  but  also  with  directions  to  consult 
with  this  Synod  in  relation  to  a  connexion,  which  it  appears 
that  reverend  Body  are  desirous  of  forming  with  the  Divinity 
School,  under  the  care  of  this  Synod.  The  above-named 
brethren  not  appearing,  your  Committee  are  consequently  un- 
able to  state  to  what  extent  the  views  of  our  German  brethren 
are  directed.  Accompanying  the  minutes  of  that  Synod  is  a 
friendly  and  affectionate  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ht  Ifenstein, 
informing  this  Synod  that  unforeseen  circumstances  have  pre- 
vented his  attendance. 

The  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions  : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  correspondence  with  the  Synod  of 
North  Holland  be  continued,  and  that  the  Particular  Synod  of 
New- York  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  draught  and  forward, 
together  with  our  minutes,  a  letter  in  the  Dutch  language  to 
that  Synod,  in  order  to  revive  the  said  correspondence. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  are  disposf  d  to  unite  with  the 
German  Reformed  Synod  in  the  United  States,  in  any  mea- 
sures which  will  have  a  tendency  to  strengthen  each  others' 
hands,  and  to  promote  the  interests  of  their  respective 
Churches. 
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3.  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Peter  Labagh,  and  Jacob  I. 
Schultz,  as  primarii,  and  the  Rev.  Jacob  Schoonmaker,  and 
James  S.  Cannon,  as  secvndi,  be  the  corresponding  members  to 
attend  the  next  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church ;  and  that  they  be  and  are  hereby  authorized  to 
receive  any  proposals  of  that  Synod  in  relation  to  the  object 
referred  to  in  the  third  article  of  the  fifth  session  on  their 
minutes  of  last  year,  and  that  the  Committee  be  hereby  em- 
powered to  digest  and  mature  a  plan  for  that  object  with  a 
similar  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  German  Synod,  to  be 
subject  to  the  ratification  of  both  Synods. 

PETER  LJIBJLGH,  Chairman, 

Resolved,  That  the  stated  Clerk  of  this  Synod  communicate 
to  the  stated  Clerk  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Associate 
Reformed  Church,  an  official  copy  of  the  resolutions  which 
this  Synod  have  passed  on  the  subject  of  a  correspondence 
with  that  Reverend  Body. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Synodical  Reports  on  the  State  of  the  Churches. 

The  Committee  on  the  state  of  Religion  reported,  and  their 
report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  beg  leave  to 
report — 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  minutes  of  the  par- 
ticular Synods  of  New-York  and  Albany,  and  have  drawn  from 
them,  and  from  other  sources,  all  the  information  they  have 
been  able  to  procure. 

From  the  summary  manner  in  which  information  iscommu- 
nicated  by  those  Synods,  on  the  state  of  Religion,  your  Com- 
mittee are  confined  to  general  statements  on  this  subject. 

The  state  of  religion,  within  the  bounds  of  the  Synod  of 
Albany    is,    with    but    few    exceptions,    very    encouraging. 
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Although  there  have  been  no  general  or  very  remarkable  out- 
pourings of  the  Holy  Spirit,  yet  there  is  an  increased  atten- 
tion to  the  means  of  grace,  and  a  gradual  advancement  in  vital 
piety. 

The  accounts  received  by  your  Committee,  from  the  Parti- 
cular Synod  of  New-York,  are  interesting  indeed.  Whilst 
copious  showers  of  Divine  Grace  have  fallen  upon  other  dis- 
tricts of  our  country,  and  upon  other  Churches,  this  portion  of 
our  Reformed  Zion  has,  in  great  mercy,  been  remembered 
by  its  Lord.  Times  of  refreshing,  from  the  presence  of  the 
Lord,  have  been  experienced  in  several  Churches,  and  sin- 
ners have  been  made  to  feel  that  the  Gospel  is  the  wisdom  of 
God,  and  the  power  of  God,  unto  salvation. 

Your  Committee  are  happy  to  observe  that  union  in  senti- 
ment, and  soundness  in  the  faith,  appear  to  pervade  our  Church. 
The  Heidelbergh  Catechism  is  statedly  and  regularly  explained, 
and  we  believe  it  to  be  owing,  under  God,  to  this  circumstance, 
— that  we  have  hitherto  been  preserved  from  those  dangerous 
innovations  in  doctrine  which  have  threatened  the  harmony  of 
other  Churches.  So  long  as  that  form  of  sound  words,  which 
happily  and  correctly  expresses  the  truths  of  the  Gospel,  shall 
be  faithfully  explained  and  enforced,  there  is  little  danger  of 
being  carried  away  by  those  new  speculations,  and  winds  of 
doctrine,  which  arise  from  an  ignorance  of  systematic  truth. 

Your  committee  have  noticed  with  pleasure,  that  a  more 
than  ordinary  attention  has  been  paid  by  our  Congregations, 
in  the  past  year,  to  the  institution  of  societies  for  social  wor- 
ship. The  experience  of  the  Church,  in  time  past,  has  suffi- 
ciently demonstrated,  that  associations  of  this  nature,  when 
properly  conducted,  are  nurseries  of  piety,  and  effectual  means 
for  preserving,  among  ourselves,  and  for  extending  to  others, 
the  savour  of  vital  godliness. 

It  is  worthy  to  be  observed,  that  in  those  congregations 
within  our  bounds,  which  have  lately  been  visited  with  Divine 
influence  from  on  high,  the  first  droppings  of  the  showers  of 
grace  have   been   felt    in"  their  meetings  for  social  prayer. 
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Family  visitation,  and  the  catechetical  instruction  of  our  youth, 
ministerial  duties  of  high  importance  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
Churches,  have,  for  the  past  year,  been  generally  and  faithfully 
regarded. 

The  discipline  of  God's  house  is  reviving,  and  its  govern- 
ment exercised  in  many  parts  of  our  bounds  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  be  a  terror  to  evil-doers,  and  a  praise  to  them  that  do 
well. 

The  establishment  of  Cent  Societies,  for  the  support  of  our 
Theological  College,  has  appeared  to  your  Committee  to  be 
so  closely  connected  with  the  general  interests  of  religion  in 
our  Churches,  that  they  have  considered  it  to  be  their  duty 
respectfully  to  notice  them.  These  Societies  are  now  coming 
into  general  operation.  From  what  has  been  realized  already, 
and  may  fairly  be  expected  for  time  to  come,  they  bid  fair  to 
become  powerful  auxiliaries  in  supporting  our  Professoral 
Establishments,  and  thus  furnishing  the  Church  with  an  intel- 
ligent, a  faithful,  and  a  learned  ministry.  Viewed  in  this  light, 
it  is  hoped  and  believed  that  they  will  more  and  more  engage 
the  attention,  and  call  forth  exertions  in  their  support,  from 
every  well-wisher  of  our  Zion. 

Missionary  zeal,  hitherto  so  languid,  is  beginning  to  revive. 
Our  Churches  will  soon  realize,  we  trust,  that,  whilst  it  is  their 
duty  faithfully  to  maintain  the  Gospel  and  its  ordinances  at 
home,  it  is  also  their  duty  to  adopt  prompt  and  vigorous  mea- 
sures for  extending  these  inestimable  blessings  to  eveiy  nation 
under  heaven.  As  connected  with  this  subject,  your  Commit- 
tee have  noticed  with  pleasure  the  late  organization  of  the 
United  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  in  the  city  of  New-York. 
This  Society,  instituted  under  the  immediate  auspices  of  three 
great  religious  Denominations  in  our  Country,  bids  fair  to  pro- 
duce the  most  happy  results.  It  is  earnestly  recommended 
by  your  Committee  that  it  receive  the  decided  support,  and 
the  fostering  care  of  General  Synod. 

Although  your  Committee  are  obliged,  in  faithfulness,  to 
state,  that  in  many  places  iniquity  abounds,  and  the  love  of 
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many  waxes  cold,  yet  they  have  found  abundant  cause  of  gra- 
titude to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  for  what  He  has  done 
and  is  still  doing  in  the  midst  of  us.  He  is  increasing  the 
number  of  faithful  labourers  in  his  vineyard,  cherishing  his 
Church,  and  riding  forth  upon  the  chariots  of  salvation,  from 
conquering  to  conquer. 

On  a  review  of  the  whole  subject,  your  Committee  would 
suggest  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  Churches  under  our 
care  to  multiply  their  societies  for  social  prayer. 

2.  That  they  concur  with  a  large  proportion  of  the  Chris- 
tian world,  in  setting  apart  the  first  Monday  evening  of  every 
month  as  a  season  of  prayer,  for  the  revival  of  religion  in  the 
Churches,  and  for  the  extension  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom 
to  the  most  distant  nations  of  the  earth. 

The  Statistical  Tables  accompany  this  report. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

FHILIP  MILLEDOLEE,  Chairman. 
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CLASSICAL  REPORTS. 


PARTICULAR  S^^^OD  OF  J^TEW-FORK. 
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CLASSIS  OF  NEW-YORK. 


Census. 

Communicants. 

Bapt. 

Rec'd. 

CHURCHES. 

PASTORS. 

3  So 

11 

Si 

c 

1- 

1 

g 
1" 

■e 

=  •2 

O    g 

PI  ^ 

^ 

1^ 

^1 

■^  a. 

c§ 

6 

^ 

c? 

C 

Dr.  G.  A.  Kuvpers 

New-York           2 

Dr.  P.  Milledoler 
Paschal  N.  Strong 
John  Knox 

340 

1696 

837 

61 

16 

5 

0 

6 

903 

13 

78 

Garden-street 

J.  M.  Mathews 

180 

950 

104 

46 

13 

5 

0 

7 

151 

9 

72 

Brooklyn 

Selah  S.  WoodhuU 

150 

750 

132 

6 

6 

4 

0 

4 

136 

0 

24 

German  Reformed 

Isaac  Labagh 

Northwest 

Christian  Bork 

240 

440 

102 

11 

6 

2 

6 

541 

11 

105 

Greenwich 

Stephen  N.  Rowan 

100 

600 

166 

12 

5 

17 

1 

2 

164 

1 

25 

Bloomingdale 

Dr.  Alex.  Gunn 

Haerlem 

C.  C.  Vermeule 

63 

66 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

55 

0 

6 

Fordham 

Has  no  pastor. 

40 

24 

3 

0 

2 

0 

2 

25 

2 

10 

Tarry  Town 

Thomas  G.  .Smith 

Cortiandt  Town 

Abraham  Hoffman 

49 

1 

40 

14 

14 

Rev  John  F.  Jackson,  and  John  Henr7  Dreyer,  without  a  charge. 
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CLASSIS  OF  BERGEN. 


Census 

Communicants. 

Bapt. 

»^ 

Kec'd. 

■^ 

S  '^ 

0    !.. 

5    S^ 

?5 

c 

•Ss 

CHURCHES. 

PASTORS. 

S  S 

11 

s 

1 
s 

■s 

1 

^a 

^^i 

0 

s 

0 

5 

s 
y; 

'^ 

^1 

J 

Bergen 

John  Cornelison 

152 

620 

122 

19 

2 

2 

141 

22 

E.  Neighbourhood 

C.  T.  Deniarest 

141 

817 

63 

9 

1 

2 

72 

19 

Hackensack  and  ) 
Schraalenburgh  ^ 

J.  V.  C.  Romeyn     '; 

101 

420 

95 

7 

7 

102 

17 

151 

569 

153 

16 

1 

1 

7 

168 

25 

Ponds 

John  Demarest 

18J 

1058 

105 

6 

3 

5 

2 

109 

34 

PomptoQ 

Jacob  T.  Field 

140 

29 

3 

5 

46 

26 

Pomptoa  Plains   ) 
and  Fairfield   ) 

AvaNeal                 J 

160 

1080 

92 

15 

2 

3 

102 

37 

156 

844 

SO 

12 

1 

0 

1 

60 

26 

Belville 

S.  Van  Santvoord 

98 

587 

49 

21 

2 

2 

70 

21 

Stonehouse  Plains 

JVo  pastor 

116 

645 

50 

3 

1 

1 

51 

28 

Preakness 

JVo  pastor 

Newfoundland 

JVo  pastor 

Boontown 

JVo  pastor 

Rev.  John  Duryea,  and  Peter  Stryker,  without  a  charge. 


CLASSIS  OF  PARAMUS. 


' 

PASTORS. 

Census. 

Communicants.          |  Bapt. 

CHURCHES. 

P 

S  "ft 

s  ■<- 

0    B 

^  ^*- 

Rec 

'd. 

0 

^ 
■> 

-3 

a. 

•^ 

2  5 

:-^2 

■? 
•^ 

1 

Tappan  and        ) 
Clarkstown           ^ 
Hackensack  and  ) 
Schraalenburgh  ^ 
Saddle  River  &  ) 
Pascack                 ( 
Pa  ramus  and       / 
Totawa                 ) 
Aquackenunck 
Warwick 
Kakeat  and          ) 
Ramapo               ^ 

N.  Lansing               | 
Dr.  S.  FrKligh         '[ 
S.  Goetschius           ? 

W.  Eltinge                : 

P.  D.  Fra-ligh 
John  1.  Christie 

J.  D.  Deniarest 

160 
208 
110 
147 
138 
79 
170 
130 
240 

784 
951 
553 
75j 
789 
248 
1005 

1200 

178 

60 
9 
41 
13 
12 
18 
13 
14 
6 

3 
6 
5 
5 
6 
-3 
5 
5 
2 

2 
3 
3 
5 
8 
2 
9 
5 

1 

5 
4 

] 
(i 
4 

2 

2 

202 

178 

141 

183 

112 

54 

180 

67 

98 

1 

1 

42 
42 
25 
27 
24 
14 
27 
15 
45 

22 
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CLASSIS  OF  LONG-ISLAND. 


Census. 

Communicants. 

Bapt. 

Rec'd. 

CHURCHES. 

PASTORS. 

|l 

^  a. 

t 

0 
3 

1 

"2 
s 

3 

II 
^§ 

182 

1 

1 

*5 

1 

Staten-Island 

Peter  I.  Vanpelt 

197 

985 

170 

12 

33 

New-Utrecht 

John  Beattie 

90 

85 

Gravesend 

*  M.  Schoonmaker 

60 

488 

59 

6 

4 

61 

1 

14 

Flatlands  and 
Flatbush 

I 

Peter  Lowe 

67 
140 

560 
1160 

40 
114 

1 

41 
114 

Bushwick 

Dr.  John  Bassett 

80 

581 

74 

5 

4 

75 

13 

Newtown  and 

\ 

J.  Schoonmaker  & 

s 

88 

550 

82 

7 

2 

87 

17 

Jamaica 

Z.  H.  Kuypers 
David  S.  Bogert  & 

110 

650 

80 

13 

1 

92 

20 

Success  and 

1 

: 

4A 

290 

2 

4 

Oyster-Bay 

i.  H.  Kuypers 

52 

300 

44 

44 

9 

*  Rev.  M.  Schoonmaker  is  also  a  pastor  of  the  Churches  of  New-Utrecht,  Flatlands, 
Flatbush,  Bushwick,  and  Brooklyn. 


CLASSIS  OF  NEW-BRUNSWICK. 


Census. 

Communicants. 

Bapt. 

Rec'd. 

«j  s 





s    . 

CHURCHES. 

PASTORS. 

5    = 

^  a. 

a 
O 

"? 
U 

1 

1 
e 

a. 

=>  -2 
o  s 
s  s 

1 

1 

New-Brunswick 

John  Ludlow 

Raritan 

J.  S.  Vredenburgh 

185 

159 

3 

5 

6 

1 

160 

37 

Six  Mile  Run 

James  S.  Cannon 

140 

840 

6 

2 

1 

160 

31 

Hillsborough 

John  L.  Zabriskie 

95 

600 

119 

25 

3 

4 

2 

2 

141 

2 

34 

Bedminster 

C.  Harden  be rgh 

168 

1145 

131 

5 

1 

4 

3 

0 

133 

1 

20 

Middletown  and ) 
Freehold              J 

Benjamin  Dubois     C 
Samuel  A.  Van       ^ 
Vranken                   ( 

Walpeck 

James  P.  Force 

212 

29 

21 

7 

7 

1 

7 

42 

3 

26 

Hardwick 

Rockaway  and     ) 

Jac.  I.  Schultz           ; 

Rockaway  in        > 

200 

22 

6 

Lebanon               j 

Miiiising-  and 
Mahakemack       ' 

C.  C.  Ehinge           j 

154 

128 

34 
80 

5 

5 

1 

2 

59 

no 

7 
8 

17 

25 

Clove-  and 
Smithfield           ; 

Rev.  Andrew  Grey  without  a  charge. 


JUNE,    1818. 


23 


CLASSIS  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


Census. 

Communicants. 

Bapt. 

Rec'd. 

■u  s 

0  s» 

s    . 

CHURCHES. 

PASTORS. 

11 

^  -2 

if 

•^  a, 

fi 
0 

s 

•~  ss 

S  g 

.2  S 

42 

S 

1 

1st.  Ref.  Du/Ch. ,' 
of  Philadelphia*: 

Dr.  Brodhead 

270 

69 

12 

4 

402 

2d  ditto 

David  Parker 

1st.  Ref.  Du.  Ch.  ) 

in  district  of    > 

4.5 

16 

Spring  Garden  5 

North  Branch 

P.  Studdiford 

225 

10 

3 

2 

170 

Harlingen 

P.  Labagh 

155 

27 

1 

3 

2 

167 

Shannack 

W.  Smith 

North  and  South ) 
Hampton            ) 

Jacob  Larzalere 

120 

720 

5 

70 

•ooo- 


PARTICULAR  Sr^OI)  OF  ALBJU^F. 


CLASSIS  OF  ALBANY. 


Census.  |          Communicants. 

Bapt. 

Rec'd. 

<u  S 

s    . 

CHURCHES. 

PASTORS. 

!^  -St 

■«  .0 

^6 

^  a. 

1 

s 

■^ 
«§ 

~  s 

11 

"a  g 
^2 

1 

2 

43 

i 

Albany  1st  Church 

J.  M.  Bradford 

10 

1 

2 

8 

200 

33 

2d  Church 

John  De  Witt 

24 

8 

10 

2 

4 

185 

4 

20 

Coxsackie 

G.  R.  Livingston 

Boght                    ) 
Washington  and  ^ 
Gibbonville           5 

i 

453 

91 

7 

1 

2 

95 

11 

Robert  Break          ^ 

332 

11 

12 

9 

27 

1 

3 

Niskeuna  and       ) 
Amity                   ^ 

Thomas  Romeyn 

1304 

170 

8 

4 

3 

179 

1 

55 

Schenectady 

J.  Van  Vechten 

2518 

342 

53 

5 

6 

12 

382 

7 

46 

2d        do. 

JVo  pastor 

1 

25 

Bethlehem  and    } 
Coeym-ins            \ 

JVo  pastor 

Helderbergh        1 

i 

145 

803 

2 

3 

5 

140 

90 

Salem  and            > 

H.  Van  Housen      < 

132 

750 

2 

13 

75 

52 

Jerusalem            ) 

) 

80 

500 

2 

3 

4 

70 

40 

24 
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CLASSIS  OF  MONTGOMERY. 


Census. 

Communicants. 

Bapt7 

Kec'd. 

J  s 

ST 

s    . 

>> 

5  -2 

•s§ 

^ 

:? 

CHURCHES. 

PASTORS. 

V  .1 

11 

^  a. 

o 
1 

a 

is 

^  i 

^2 

1 

Florida 

Winslow  Paige 

256 

124 

12 

2 

1 

4 

129 

3 

40 

Caughnawaga 

A.  Van  Home 

200 

220 

7 

2 

3 

224 

95 

Herkimer  and     ||john  P.  Spinner 
German  v  lats      ',                     '^ 

130 

331 

32 

1 

6 

346 

35 

Westerlo  and       >    j^    ^   ,j,  „ 
Middletown          ^  j 

! 

60 

62 

50 
65 

10 
17 

2 
4 

1 

2 

1 

6 

60 

78 

1 

20 
42 

Fort-Plain            )rr-^xr     ,. 

\ 

260 

3 

9 

330 

2 

50 

Stone-Arabia       ^ 

210 

4 

230 

33 

The  other  Churches  in  this  Classis  made  no  reports. 


CLASSIS  OF  POUGHKEEPSIE. 


Census. 

Communicants. 

Bapt. 

Kec'd. 

«  s 

S  "k 

s  ^ 

CHURCHES. 

PASTORS. 

■«  -2 

'o*  hi) 

S  a, 

S  *- 

i 

o 

8 
O 

4 

i 

4 

6 

g 

1 

11 

316 

■is 
1 

s 

Poughkeepsie 

C.  C.  Cuyler 

300 

1900 

322 

8 

15 

Hopewell              ) 
NewHackensack^ 

Thomas  De  Witt     | 

90 
105 

700 
800 

114 
89 

6 
6 

J 

3 

2 

1 

3 

lib 

98 

1 
3 

lU 
18 

Kingston 

John  Gosman 

280 

1750 

331 

10 

2 

5 

335 

35 

Rhinebeck  Flats 

William  M'Murray 

176 

1000 

142 

3 

2 

3 

144 

18 

Greenbush  and    ^ 
Tackhanack         S 

H.  Vedder 

270 

18?0 

163 

12 

375 

24 

St.  Johns  and      ) 
Linlithgow           J 

A.N.  Kittle              : 

83 

84 

5 

1 

3 

2 

85 

1 

15 

109 

65 

10 

2 

1 

J 

75 

1 

21 

Staatsburgh 

P.  S.  Wynkoop 

65 

4 

3 

23 

1 

3 

FishkiU 

C.  D.  Westbrook 
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CLASSIS  OF  RENSSELAER. 


PASTORS. 

Cei^us.- 

Communicants. 

Rapt". 

CHURCHES. 

is, 

■  2  t 

i  &. 

■^  a. 

Rec 

7 

8 
1 

'd. 

■J 
1 

1 

a. 

"? 

•^ 

il 

^  S 

-°  ? 

1 

Wynantskill 
Saratoga 

Union  Village  &) 
Schodac                ) 
Schaghticoke  &  ) 
Tyashoke             S 
Greenbush  and    ) 
Bloomingrove      ) 
Union  Village,  W. 
Argyle  and          ) 
Fort  Miller          S 
Claverack  and     ) 
Hillsddle               5 
Kindeihook 

R.  A.  Westervelt 
Philip  Duryea 

P.  Van  Beuren         < 

S.  Ostrander            j 

N.  I.  Marselus         j 

James  Chrystie 

I.  Y.  Johnston 

Richard  Sluyter       ( 
John  G.  Gebhard    i 
f  acob  Sickles 

209 

110 

140 

127 

60 

60 

179 

104 

61 

77 

239 
50 

1254 

914 
759 
250 
240 
1209 
626 
270 

419 

203 

102 

92 

101 

58 
52 

73 
42 

52 

23 

7 
2 
3 

2 
22 

5 

6 

16 

18 
8 

1 

2 

3 
5 
3 

1 
8 
3 

3 

2 
2 

2 

3 

1 
1 

2 

6 

? 

1 

1 

5 
2 
1 
2 

1 
3 

2 

217 
106 

89 
100 
63 
59 
122 
77 
47 

68 

237 
70 

1 
4 

1 

3 

1 
1 

1 

31 
4 

17 
26 
26 
13 
51 
14 
U 

25 

30 
9 

CLASSIS   OF  ULSTER  MADE  NO  REPORT. 


-^^^^- 


Nothing  occurred. 


ARTICLE  VI. 


Synodical  Appeals. 


ARTICLE  VIL 


Synodical  References. 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  reported,  and  their 
report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows : 


26  JUNE,  1818. 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  report,  That  having 
examined  the  minutes  of  the  Particular  Synods,  they  find 
nothing  in  those  of  the  Synod  of  Albany  demanding  attention  ; 
but  in  the  minutes  of  the  Synod  of  New-York  they  find, 

1.  A  request  that  General  Synod  recommend  to  the  Par- 
ticular Synods  punctuality  in  exchanging  minutes  with  each 
other. 

2.  A  suggestion  from  the  Classis  of  New- York,  whether  it 
would  not  be  expedient  that  General  Synod  take  proper  steps 
for  dividing  the  Churches  under  their  care  into  three  Particu- 
lar Synods;  each  of  them  to  include,  as  their  respective  mem- 
bers, all  the  ministers,  and  one  elder,  from  each  of  the  con- 
gregations within  their  respective  bounds. 

3.  The  Synod  of  New-York  call  the  attention  of  the  Gene- 
ral Synod  to  the  vast  importance  of  obtaining,  from  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  New-York,  an  act  of  incorporation,  that 
General  Synod  may  be  enabled  to  hold  monies,  and  to  manage 
their  pecuniary  affairs  to  the  best  advantage. 

4.  The  Synod  of  New- York  further  request  the  General 
Synod  to  consider  the  propriety  of  suspending,  during  the  suc- 
cessful operation  of  Cent  Societies,  the  collections  usually 
taken  up  by  their  order  for  the  Professorate.     And, 

5.  That  General  Synod  enjoin  the  candidates,  at  their  exa- 
mination by  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick,  to  pay  ^12  SO 
to  the  Questor  of  said  Classis,  or  discharge  said  Classis  from 
collecting  said  money. 

All  which  particulars  are  humbly  submitted. 

PETER  STEBDIFORD. 
ABRAHAM  n.  WILSOJ^. 
HEJTRr  WILTSIE. 

In  relation  to  the  first  article  in  the  above  report,  the  Gene- 
ral Synod  resolved  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Particular 
Synods  to  be  punctual  in  exchanging  their  minutes. 
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The  second  article  was  referred  to  a  special  Committee, 
consisting  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Hardenbergb,  James  S.  Cannon, 
and  John  De  Witt ;  and  the  Elders,  Messrs.  Francis  Coven- 
hoven  and  Martin  Hermanse. 

In  relation  to  the  third  article,  it  was  resolved  that  General 
Synod  deem  it  necessary  to  obtain  from  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New-York  an  act  of  incorporation,  that  they  may  be 
enabled  to  hold  property,  and  to  manage  their  pecuniary  affairs 
to  the  best  advantage  ;  and  that  the  Rev.  Paschal  N.  Strong, 
and  Peter  Steddiford  ;  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Nicholas  Arrow- 
smith,  be  a  Committee  to  report  to  General  Synod  the  method 
best  calculated  to  obtain  the  said  act  of  incorporation. 

The  fourth  article  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Professorate. 

In  relation  to  the  fifth  article,  it  was  resolved  that  General 
Synod  have  no  need  to  act  in  the  business,  as  there  is  no  order 
of  General  Synod,  which  has  been  found,  that  any  charge  be 
made  to  students,  or  candidates,  on  their  examinations,  except- 
ing in  relation  to  the  expenses  of  the  meetings  of  Classes  for 
such  examinations,  the  payment  of  which  the  Classes  can  dis- 
pense with  at  their  pleasure. 

The  special  Committee  on  the  second  article  of  the  above 
report,  reported;  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows : 

The  special  Committee,  on  the  second  article  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes,  respectfully  report. 
That,  with  regard  to  the  minute  of  the  Classis  of  New- York, 
which  has  been  referred  to  this  body  by  the  Particular  Synod, 
and  which  proposes  an  increase  of  the  number  of  Particular 
Synods,  as  also  a  change  of  the  mode  of  their  organization, 
your  Committee  recommend  to  Synod  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  their  adoption,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  deem  it  inexpedient  to  adopt 
any  measure,  either  for  increasing  the  number  of  Particular 
Synods,  or  for  altering  the  present  mode  of  their  organization. 
CHJIRLES  HtiBDEJTBERGH,  Chairman. 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  report  in  relation  to  the  act  of 
incorporation,  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  method. best  cal- 
culated to  secure  the  purposes  contemplated  by  obtaining  an 
act  of  incorporation,  respectfully  report : 

That  having  obtained  information  on  which  they  could  rely, 
they  find  that  there  is  no  constitutional  or  legal  objection  to  an 
act  incorporating  the  General  Synod,  as  such,  or  a  Board  of 
Trustees  appointed  by  them.  The  former  method,  your  Com- 
mittee would  recommend  in  preference  to  that  of  having  a 
Board  of  Trustees  incorporated,  and  deem  it  the  best  calcula- 
ted to  secure  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  Synod,  because, 

1.  There  is  no  separate  or  independent  interest  established. 

2.  The  General  Synod  have  it  fully  in  their  power,  at  all 
times,  to  appoint  such  agents  as  are  best  qualified  to  serve 
them,  and  would  always  have  the  sole  control  of  their  own 
property. 

3.  The  fidelity  of  the  servants  of  the  General  Synod  to  the 
interests  of  that  body  requires  this  mode;  for  it  is  well  known 
that  agents  are  apt  to  be  influenced  by  those  who  hold  the 
purse. 

4.  The  creation  of  a  Board  of  Trustees,  as  it  naturally  pro- 
duces a  separate  interest  from  that  of  this  Synod,  might,  under 
some  circumstances,  lead  to  consequences  which  it  is  highly 
desirable  to  avoid,  as  exceedingly  injurious  to  the  welfare  of 
the  Church. 

The  Committee  further  report,  that  to  obtain  the  object 
contemplated,  it  would  perhaps  be  the  best  policy  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  make  application  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  New-York,  consisting  of  five  influential  laymen. 

Your  Committee  would  therefore  recommend  the  following 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod,  deeply  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  being  incorporated,  do    hereby   appoint  Messrs. 
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Abraham  Van  Vechten,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Henry  Rut- 
gers, John  D.  Ditmas,  and  Peter  Sharpe,  a  committee  to  take 
the  necessary  means  for  procuring  from  the  Legislature  of  this 
State  an  act  of  incorporation  of  themselves  and  their  successors 
in  office,  as  a  General  Synod,  in  order  that  they  may  be  enabled 
to  hold  property  productive  of  a  yearly  income  of  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars,  (or  as  near  that  sum  as  possible,J  and  manage 
their  pecuniary  affairs  to  the  best  advantage. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

PASCHAL  jr.  STROJVG. 
PETER  STEDniFORD.     ' 
J^ICHOLJIS  ARROWSJIITH. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  Legislature  should  be  unwilling  to  incor- 
porate the  Synod  as  such,  the  above  committee  be  authorized 
to  apply  for  an  act  incorporating  Messrs.  Henry  Rutgers,  Abra- 
ham Van  Vechten,  Abraham  Van  Ness,  Isaac  L.  Kip,  John 
Nitchie,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  John  I.  Ostrander,  Jacob 
Brodhead,  Philip  Milledoler,  Selah  S.  Woodhul!,  John  De 
Witt,  James  M.  Mathews,  Charles  Hardenbergh,  Paschal  N. 
Strong,  and  Alexander  Gunn,  and  their  successors  in  office,  to 
be  annually  chosen  by  this  Synod,  as  a  Board  of  Trustees,  to 
hold  in  trust  the  property  of  this  Synod,  subject  to  their  control 
and  direction. 

^nd  further  resolved,  That  in  case  such  a  Board  be  incor- 
porated, any  seven  of  them,  when  regularly  convened,  shall  be 
a  quorum  to  do  business;  and  that  Mr.  Henry  Rutgers  be 
designated  as  the  President  of  the  Board. 

ARTICLE  Vlll. 

Grievances- 

The  Committee  on  Gravamina  made  the  following  report, 
which  was  accepted,  viz. : 


30  JUNE,  1818. 

The  Committee  on  Gravamina  report,  That  nothing  has 
come  before  them  requiring  the  attention  of  General  Synod. 
JACOB  SCHOOJ^MAKER,   Chairman. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Church  Government. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  X. 

Doctrines  and  Morals. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

Customs  and  Usages. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XIT. 

Schools  and  Christian  Education. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

Queen's  College. 
See  Quesiorate. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

Professorate. 

Resolved,  That  in  future  the  Board  of  Superintendants  con- 
sist of  fifteen  ministers  ;  and  that  any  five  of  them,  when  regu- 
larly convened,  be  a  quorum  to  do  business. 

The  period  for  which  the  Board  of  Superintendants  was 
elected  having  expired,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  a  new  election, 
and  on  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following 
ministers  were  chosen  to  form  the  Board  of  Superintendants  of 
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the  Theological  College,  until  the  meeting  of  General  Synod, 
which  shall  be  in  1821,  viz. : 

Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford,  John  De  Witt,  William  M'Mur- 
ray,  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler,  John  Cornelison,  Selah  S.  Woodhull, 
Stephen  N.  Rowan,  Jacob  Schoonraaker,  Dr.  Jacob  Brod- 
head.  Charl-.'s  Hardenbergb,  Dr.  Philip  Milledoler,  James  S. 
Cannon,  Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  Gilbert  R.  Livingston,  and  John 
Ludlow.  ' 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  do  now  proceed  to  consider  and 
define  the  duties  of  the  second  Professor  in  our  Theological 
College,  and  to  nominate  candidates  for  the  Professorship. 

Resolved,  That  the  duty  of  the  Professor  now  to  be  chosen 
be  to  teach  Biblical  Literature  and  Ecclesiastical  History. 

A  number  of  candidates  were  then  nominated  for  such  Pro- 
fessorship. 

On  the  next  day  the  Synod,  after  solemn  prayer,  proceeded 
by  ballot  to  reduce  that  nomination  to  two,  and  then,  of  these 
two,  to  elect  the  Professor. 

On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  Rev.  Thomas 
De  Witt  was  elected  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature  and  Ec- 
clesiastical History  in  the  Theological  College. 

Resolved,  That  the  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature  and 
Ecclesiastical  History  be  inaugurated  into  his  office  in  the 
Dutch  Church  at  New-Brunswick,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in 
September  next,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.;  and  that,  in  addition  to 
the  inaugural  address  to  be  delivered  on  that  occasion  by  the 
Professor,  the  Rev.  James  M,  Mathews  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
appointed  to  preside  and  deliver  a  sermon,  and  the  Rev.  John 
De  Witt  to  deliver  a  charge  to  the  Professor :  that  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Jacob  Brodhead  be  appointed  as  secundus  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Mathews,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Murray  as  secundus  to  the 
Rev.  John  De  Witt. 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  reported,  and  their 
report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report : 
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The  death  of  the  late  Professor,  Rev.  Dr.  John  Schureman, 
is  an  event  which,  however  it  may  have  been  his  incalculable 
gain,  is  deeply  to  be  deplored  by  us.  So  amiable  were  his 
manners — so  undoubted  his  piety — so  acceptable  his  services — 
and  so  flattering  were  the  prospects  as  to  his  usefulness  to  the 
Church,  that  we  cannot  but  mourn  that  such  a  man  is  removed 
from  our  institution.  But  it  is  the  Lord's  will,  and  we  are  to 
be  resigned  ;  besides,  the  cause  of  our  College,  we  trust,  is  the 
Lord's  causej  and  we  are  assured  that  it  shall  be  promoted. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  that  the  apology  of  the  stu- 
dents with  Professor  Frasligh,  contained  in  their  memorial, 
ought  to  be  accepted,  and  their  request  granted.  And,  also, 
that  the  circumstances  of  Mr.  Isaac  A.  Van  Hook,  his  being 
surrounded  by  a  family  dependent  on  him,  and  the  absolute 
necessity  of  his  personal  presence  in  New- York,  to  settle  his 
former  business,  are  sufficient  reasons  for  granting  the  dispen- 
sation which  he  requests. 

It  appears  also  to  your  Committee  to  be  important  to  fix  a 
limit,  beyond  which  an  indigent  student  shall  not  receive  assist- 
ance from  the  funds  in  any  one  year. 

And  your  Committee  think  that  there  can  be  no  question  as 
to  the  expediency  of  discontinuing  the  collections  for  the  Pro- 
fessorate, in  those  congregations  in  which  Cent  Societies  exist; 
of  returning  the  thanks  of  Synod  to  the  individuals.  Consisto- 
ries, and  Cent  Societies,  who  have  afforded  their  aid  in  support 
of  the  Theological  College;  and  of  urging  a  continuance  of 
the  exertions  so  happily  begun  in  conformity  to  the  plan  adopted 
by  Synod  in  October  last.  These  Cent  Societies,  in  particular, 
promise  the  most  effectual  help  ;  and  as  the  drops  of  the  rain 
of  heaven,  when  collected,  form  mighty  rivers  and  cover  the 
earth  with  beauty  and  fruits,  so  these  contributions  of  cents,  if 
continued  and  made  universal,  would  amount  to  an  ample 
revenue  for  the  Synod  ;  by  means  of  which  all  their  pecuniary 
wants  may  be  supplied,  and  our  College  most  abundantly  sup- 
ported, to  the  beauty  of  our  Zion  and  its  incalculable  advan- 
tage. 
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Your  Committee  recommend  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  students  of  Professor  Fraeligh  be 
allowed  for  the  time  they  have  spent  with  him  ;  it  being  under- 
stood that,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  Synod,  they  are  without 
delay  to  report  themselves  to  the  Board  of  Superintendants, 
and  to  apply  to  them  for  examination  before  they  can  receive 
a  Professoral  certificate. 

2.  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Isaac  A.  Van  Hook  be  allowed  for 
the  two  years  he  has  already  studied  in  New-York,  and  admit- 
ted as  of  two  years  standing  in  our  Theological  College. 

3.  Resolved,  That,  excepting  in  a  very  extraordinary  case, 
no  student  be  allowed  by  the  Board  of  Superintendants  more 
than  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dol'ars  in  any  one  year. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  collections  in  the  churches  for  the 
Professorate,  indigent  students  and  the  library,  may  be  discon- 
tinued in  all  those  congregations  in  which  Cent  Societies  exist 
for  the  support  of  the  Theological  College. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  bo,  and  they 
hereby  are,  presented  to  all  those  individuals,  Coi)sistori»  s.  and 
Cent  Societies,  who  are  aiding  the  Synod  in  support  of  the 
Theological  College  ;  and  that  the  Stated  Clerk  be  directed  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  this  session  of  Synod  to  every 
Cent  Society. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  Committees  appointed  in  October 
last,  to  form  Cent  Societies  and  to  solicit  donations  and  sub- 
scriptions from  Consistories  and  individuals  to  the  Permanent 
Fund,  be  continued  until  the  next  stated  meeting  of  Synod, 
excepting  that  in  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  the  Rev.  Jolui 
F.  Schermerhorn,  Albert  Amerman,  and  Nicholas  Jones,  be 
the  Committee  ;  and  that  all  the  aforesaid  Committees  be 
directed  to  bring  in  their  reports  to  the  next  General  Synod. 

All  which  is  submitted, 

By  order, 

WILHKLMUS  ELTLXGE,   Ghairman. 
3 
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ARTICLE  XV. 

Students  in  Theology, 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

Church  Visitation. 
Nothing  occurred.  "  :,'[  , 

ARTICLE  XVII. 

Prevailing  Sins. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVIIL 

Missions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford,  Jacob  Van 
Vechten,  Robert  Bronk,  and  John  De  Witt,  and  the  Elders, 
Messrs.  Abraham  Van  Vechten,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
Elbert  VVillett,  and  Leonard  Gansevoort,  jun.  be  the  Standing 
Committee  of  Missions. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported,  and  their  report  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  Missions  report,  that  they  have  ex- 
amined all  the  reports  and  documents  referred  to  them,  and 
as  these  relate  to  distinct  subjects,  they  beg  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  Synod  to  each  of  those  subjects,  in  the  following 
order  : 

I.  The  report  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  Missions  ac- 
companied with  documents. 

This  report  informs  Synod  that  the  Rev.  Messrs.  J.  F.  Scher- 
merhorn  and  Jacob  Van  Vechten,  have  fulfilled,  with  fide- 
lily  and  zeal,  their  appointment  as  Missionaries  to  Upper  Ca- 
nada, and  for  further  information  refers  to  an  interesting  ac- 
count which  those  Missionaries  have  rendered,  of  the  progress 
and  result  of  their  mission  in  that  country.  This  account, 
drawn  up  with  much  intelligence,  your  Committee  have  read 
with  no  small  pleasure,  and  with  a  view  to  exhibit  those  parts 
of  it  which  are  most  interesting  to  us,  they  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  Synod  to  the  following  extracts. 


Matilda, 

Osnaburgh, 

Williamsburgh, 

1. 
1. 
1. 

Ernesto  wn, 
Fredericksburgh, 

3. 
1. 

Sophiasburgh, 

1. 
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There  are  in  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada  11  Reformed 
Dutch  Churches. 

These  Churches  are  situated  as  follows  : 

Townships.  Congregations.  Remarks. 

f     These  3  Churches  are  at  present  under 

the  care  of  a  Burgher  Minister,  who  ex- 
'  pressed  a  friendly  disposition  towards  the 

Reformed     Dutch    Church.      Number    of 
1  communicants  60.    Rehgion  in  a  low  state. 

r  Under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Dowell, 
7 who  continues  to  labour  with  unwearied 
f  zeal  in  his  Master's  service. 

Vacant.     The  people  here  ex- 
pressed a  desire  that  a  candidate  should  visit  them, 
Sydney,  1.  In  a  destitute  condition. 

York,  1.  Vacant.     The  people  anxious 

to  have  a  Missionary  settled  among  them,  and  will  be  answer- 
able for  his  support. 

Besides  these  Churches,  there  are  In  the  Province  several 
towns,  settled  principally  by  people  of  the  Presbyterian  deno- 
mination, whu  in  a  religious  point  of  view  are  in  a  very  desti- 
tute state,  and  among  whom,  missionaries,  if  they  could  be 
engaged  to  occupy  proper  stations  for  the  term  of  one  year  or 
more,  might  be  employed  with  every  prospect  of  promotmg 
the  interests  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom. 

From  the  above  brief  statement  it  appears  to  your  Commit- 
tee, that  Upper  Canada  opens  a  wide  field  for  missionary 
labours.  That  field,  however,  circumstances  prevent  us  from 
cultivating  in  the  manner  that  is  desirable,  and  that  would  pro- 
duce those  benefits  which  we  expect  to  derive  from  our  very 
limited  means.  The  western  parts  of  the  state  of  New-York, 
and  parts  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  which  the  Reverend 
German  Synod  may  be  unable  to  devote  their  particular  atten- 
tion, we  are  persuaded,  form,  just  now,  the  best  missionary 
grounds.  But  while  your  Committee  coincide  in  sentiment 
with  the  Standing  Committee  of  Missions,  "  that  the  Canada 
Missions  are  not  productive  of  the  good  effects  which  ought 
to  be  the  object  of  missionary  labours,"  they  are  convinced, 
that  the  attention  of  Synod  ought  not  to  be  wholly  withdrawn 
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from  that  country,  in  which  "  the  desolate  places"  are  so  nu- 
merous, and  in  which  so  many  souls  are  crying,  "  Come  over 
and  help  us."  It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  contemplated  removal  of  the  Rev.  Cornelius 
Schermerhorn  into  Canada,  and  of  the  disposition  which 
one  or  more  ministers  of  the  Presbyterian  order  have  mani- 
fested to  connect  themselves  with  our  Church,  that  a  Classis 
might  be  organized  in  that  country.  With  a  view  to  this  im- 
portant object  your  Committee  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tions : — 

JResolved,  That  it  be  again  recommended  to  Mr.  Abner 
Wright,  to  apply  to  the  Classis  of  Albany  for  examination,  and 
that  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  inform  him  of  the  pleasure 
with  which  Synod  would  view  him  as  a  regular  licentiate  in  the 
service  of  the  Church. 

Resolved,  That  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  be  directed 
to  take  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  to  organize  a 
Classis  in  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada. 

2.  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Committee  of  Mis- 
sions. From  their  report  it  appears,  that  the  Treasurer  holds 
in  his  hands  a  balance  of  482  dollars  83  cents.  Attached  to 
this  report  is  a  request  of  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Willett,  not  to 
be  reappointed  to  that  office.  On  this  request  your  Commit- 
tee judge  it  to  be  inexpedient  for  Synod  to  act,  as  Mr.  Willett 
has  received  his  appointment  of  Treasurer  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Missions,  to  whom  alone  it  properly  belongs  to  accept 
his  resignation. 

3.  In  relation  to  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Cornelius  Bogardus, 
your  Committee  beg  leave  to  state  to  Synod,  that  the 
Female  Missionary  Society  of  Haerlem,  composed  principally 
of  members  in  communion  with  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
have  engaged  said  candidate  to  serve  as  a  missionary  during 
the  present  summer  and  a  portion  of  the  ensuing  autumn,  in 
certain  parts  (5f  the  state  of  New-York,  where  it  is  probable, 
that  he  might  be  more  useful  if  qualified  to  administer  the  or- 
dinances and  to  organize  Churches;  and  with  a  view  to  such 
greater  usefulness  have  applied  for  his  ordination.     It  is  ifik- 
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possible  for  your  Committee  to  regard  with  indifference  the 
piety  and  zeal  which  this  application  discovers.  They  highly 
applaud  the  efforts  which  the  Missionary  Society  of  Haerlera 
are  making  to  extend  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel,  and  hope 
that  their  pious  example  will  be  imitated  by  pious  females  in 
all  our  congregations.  With  a  view  therefore  to  encourage 
the  work  of  missions  by  societies  formed  in  our  own  Church, 
and  at  the  same  time  not  to  injure  the  Gospel  ministry  by  pre- 
cipitate ordination,  your  Committee  recommend  to  Synod 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: — 

Resolved,  That  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick  be  directed  to 
convene  as  early  as  may  be,  to  examine  the  candidate,  Mr. 
Cornelius  Bogardus,  and  if  on  such  examination  they  shall 
find  said  candidate  qualified,  to  ordain  him  to  the  Gospel 
Ministry. 

4.  Your  Committee  have  also  had  referred  to  their  con- 
sideration the  first  annual  report  of  the  United  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society,  exhibiting  a  statement  of  their  transactions 
during  the  past  year,  and  submitting  to  the  decision  of  this 
Synod  some  alterations  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Society,  pro- 
posed by  the  Board  of  Managers.  On  this  subject  of  reference 
your  Committee  would  recommend  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  earnestly  recommend  this  institu- 
tion to  the  patronage  and  support  of  the  several  Judicatures 
and  congregations  under  their  care. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  do  approve  all  the  amendments 
of  the  Constitution  suggested  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  ex- 
cepting the  second,  which  they  consider  to  be  improper  and 
dangerous. 

5.  Your  Committee  have  examined  the  documents,  certify- 
ing that  the  Rev.  John  Duryea  has  organized  two  Churches 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  and  on  in- 
quiry find  that  these  documents  are  intended  by  Mr.  Uuryea 
to  support  an  application  which  he  now  makes  for  pecuniary 
aid.  Your  Committee  hope,  that  Synod  will  not  countenance, 
in  future,  any  application  for  monies  as  a  compensation  for 
Missionary   labours    undertaken    without  the  knowledge  and 
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direction  of  the  Committee  of  Missions,  and  it  is  only  in  con- 
sideration of  the  advanced  age  of  the  Rev.  John  Duryea,  and 
with  a  view  to  enable  him  to  settle  his  family  in  one  of  those 
Churches  lately  organized  by  him,  that  they  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Missions  pay  to  the  Rev. 
John  Duryea,  whose  labours  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  of 
New-York  have  been  useful,  the  sum  of  100  dollars. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  S.  CiJVJVOJV;  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  at  some  convenient  time,  during  every  Ses- 
sion of  the  General  S}nod,  a  Missionary  Sermon  be  preached 
before  the  Synod,  and  a  collection  taken  up  for  Missionary 
purposes ;  and  that  the  Rev.  John  F.  Schermerhorn  be  ap- 
pointed to  preach  such  Sermon  at  the  next  meeting  of  Synod, 
and  the  Rev.  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler  be  appointed  his  secundus. 

Resolved,  That  the  Standing  Committee  of  Missions  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  deposit  with  the  President  of 
the  Classis  of  Washington  50  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
porting a  Mission,  under  the  direction  and  superintendance  of 
that  Classis,  to  be  carried  on  within  its  bounds,  or  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood. 

Resolved,  That  the  Classes  be  directed  to  comply  strictly 
with  the  resolution  of  Synod,  in  June,  1817,  in  relation  to  the 
vacant  congregations  in  their  respective  bounds,  and  to  send 
up  their  reports  to  the  Particular  Synods. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

Widows^  Fund. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XX. 

Parlicularia. 
The  Committee  in  relation  to  the  remains  of  the  late  Rer. 
Elias   Van   Bunschooten,    reported ;    and   their    report    was 
.accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 
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The  Committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of  the  removal 
of  the  remains  of  the  late  Rev.  Ellas  Van  Bunschooten,  and 
for  other  purposes,  report,  That  they  have  fulfilled  their  com- 
mission in  part;  the  remains  of  that  much  respected  Father 
in  the  Church  were  removed  to  New-Brunswick  last  week,  and 
interred  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  this  Synod.  The  epi- 
taph for  the  tombstone  has  not  yet  been  prepared,  owing  to 
the  want  of  biographical  dates ;  these,  however,  have  lately 
been  received ;  and  the  committee  have  made  arrangements 
for  completing  the  business  committed  to  them,  in  a  short 
time. 

PETER  L.1BAGH, 
CHARLES  HARDEJ^BERGH, 

Rev.  John  De  Witt,  from  the  Committee  appointed  in 
October  last,  in  relation  to  translating  a  part,  and  printing  the 
whole,  of  the  old  minutes  of  General  Synod,  reported.  That 
the  Committee  have  as  yet  done  nothing  in  the  business. 

The  General  Synod  regret  the  loss  which  the  Theological 
College,  and  the  whole  Church,  have  sustained  in  the  death 
of  their  excellent  and  valuable  Professor  of  Ecclesiastical  His- 
tory, Church  Government,  and  Pastoral  Theology,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  John  Schureman  ;  and  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  give 
some  public  testimony  of  their  high  respect  for  his  character 
and  usefulness;  therefore.  Resolved,  That  a  plain  tombstone 
be  erected  over  his  grave,  with  a  suitable  inscription,  declaring 
the  important  station  he  occupied  in  the  Church,  and  the 
esteem  which  this  body  will  long  cherish  for  one  whose  praise 
was  in  all  the  Churches. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Charles  Hardenbergh,  and  Peter 
Labagh,  be  a  Committee  to  carry  the  above  resolution  into 
effect,  and  that  they  draw  on  the  Treasury  Board  for  the 
expense. 

The  Synod  was  informed  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bradford  has 
paid — 
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For  printing  the  Minutes  of  1817,  and  Constitu- 
tions of  Cent  Societies     $179  75 

He  has  received  from  Classes,  for  those  Minutes  .        61  25 


And  thfre  is  yet  due  to  him  for  Minutes  .  .  .  ^118  50 
which  was  ordered  to  be  paid. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Bradford  resigned  to  the  Synod  his  office  of 
Slated  Chrk;  tiesolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted,  and 
that  the  duties  heretofore  performed  by  the  Stated  and  Per- 
manent Clerks  devolve  upon  the  present  Permanent  Clerk, 
who  shall  in  future  be  styled  the  Stated  Clerk. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasury  Board  be  instructed  to  pay 
on  demand  all  the  expenses  from  time  to  time  incurred  by  the 
present  Slated  Clerk,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assign- 
ed to  him. 

Resolved,  as  a  standing  regulation,  That  the  Stated  Clerk 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  forward,  so  soon  as  possible, 
after  they  are  printed,  a  ropy  of  the  Minutes  of  Synod,  not 
merely  to  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  and  to  the  Treasurer  of 
Queens'  College,  as  now  directed,  but  also  to  each  of  the  Pro- 
fessors in  <»ur  Theological  College,  to  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Superintendanls,  to  the  Treasury  Board,  to  the  Sta- 
ted Clerks  of  the  Particular  Synods,  to  the  German  Reformed 
Synod,  and  to  the  Chairman  of  every  Committee  (being  an 
Elder,)  to  whom,  in  those  minutes,  duties  are  assigned  to  be 
performed  previous  to  the  next  session  of  Synod. 

The  late  Permanent  Clerk  stated  to  the  Sjnod,  that,  in  the 
six  sessions  in  which  he  had  acted  as  Permanent  Clerk,  he 
had  incurred  expenses  in  the  duties  of  his  office  to  the  amount 
of  ^57,  and  that  be  declined  receiving  the  salary  assigned  him  : 

ResoU-ed,  That  the  above  amount  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  directed  to  have  print- 
ed, on  the  last  page  of  the  pamphlet  containing  the  minutes  of 
this  Synod,  a  form,  or  forms,  of  bequests  to  this  Synod  ;  and, 
also,  that  he  annex  a  statement,  that  "  any  person  giving  or 
bequeathing  to  the  Synod  property  to  the  amount  of   thirty 
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thousand  dollars,  shall  be  considered  as  having  established  a 
Professorship  in  tlie  Theological  College,  which  Professorship 
shall  for  ever  afterward  bear  the  name  of  such  donor;"  and, 
**  any  person  giving  or  bequeathing  to  the  Synod  property  to 
the  amount  of  three  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  considered  as 
having  established  a  Scholarship  in  said  College,  which  Scho- 
larship shall  for  ever  afterward  bear  the  name  of  such  donor  ; 
and,  for  every  additional  three  thousand  dollars,  he  shall  be 
considered  as  having  established  an  additional  Scholarship, 
which  shall  for  ever  afterward  be  designated  by  such  name  as 
the  donor  may  direct." 

The  doorkeeper  presented  his  account  for  attendance  and 
stationary,  amounting  to  ^15  50,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
paid. 

ARTICLE  XXI. 

Q^uestorate. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Special  Trea- 
surer, viz. 

The  Special  Treasurer  of  General  Synod  respectfully  re- 
ports, that  there  are  balances  in  his  hands,  at  present,  amount- 
ing to  p073  29,  viz. 

Balance  of  ordinary  account ^1366  47 

special  account 1148     9 

Permanent  Fund  account     .     .     .  55S  73 


^3073  29 

as  will  appear  from  the  accounts  now  rendered. 

And,  also,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  a  certificate  for  ^910 
of  stock,  of  the  State  of  New- York ;  and  one  for  ^700  of 
stock,  issued  by  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New-York  ; 
the  latter  of  which  belongs  to  the  Permanent  Fund. 

G.  B.  VROOM. 

June  5th,  1318. 
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ORDINARY  ACCOUNT. 

The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  Account  with  G. 
B.  Vrootn,  Special  Treasurer. 


30 


DR. 

To  cash  paid  Staats  Van  Deursen,  Treasurer  of  Queen's  College 
„     „     paid  Rev.  Dr.  Schureman,  in  full  of  his  salary  to  the  first  of 

October  last  ........ 

„      „     paid  Staats  Van  Deursen,  Treasurer  of  Queen's  College,  by 

order  of  the  Board  of  Superintendants    .... 
„     „     paid  Staats  Van  Deursen,  Treasurer,  on  his  draft 
,,     ,,    paid  to  the  order  of  Rev.  S.  N.  Rowan,  Secretary  of  the  Board 

of  Superintendants         ...... 

„     „     paid  to  Mr.  Isaac  Fisher,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  Rev. 

Dr.  Milledoler,  President  of  the  Board  of  Superintendants 
„     ,,     paid  Rev.  Peter  Labagh,  on  account  of  expenses  incurred  in 

removing  the  remains  of  the  Rev.  Elias  Van  Bunschooten 
,,     ,,     paid  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  on  his  drsift  as  President  of  the 

Board  of  Superintendants 

Balance  to  new  account 


CR. 

By  balance  of  account  rendered 

„  cash  received  from  Miss  Elizabeth  Winfield,  Secretary  of  the 
"  Theological  School  Society,"  (Kingston)     . 

,,  ,,  from  Miss  AJetta  Veghte,  Secretary  of  "  The  Young  Ladies' 
Tract  and  Cent  Society  of  Somerville  and  its  vicinity"    . 

„  „  from  "  The  Bergen-Town  Female  Cent  Society,  for  Educa 
ting  Indigent  Students,"  &c. 

„  „  from  the  Treasurer  of  "  The  Female  Cent  Society  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  Greenwich" 

„  „  from  Rev.  J.  H.  Carle,  collected  in  parts  of  the  congregations 
of  Bloomingdale,  Kline  Esopus,  and  New  Paltz 

,,  ,,  from  Mr.  Samuel  Delamater,  collected  in  the  Northwest 
Church,  New- York 

„  „  from  Rev.  James  V.  C.  Romeyn,  collected  in  the  congrega- 
tions of  Hackensack  and  Schraalenburgh 

„  „  from  Rev.  David  S.  Bogart,  collected  in  the  New  Dutch 
Church  of  Cow-Neck 

„  „  from  Rev.  Dr.  Brodhead,  Questor  of  the  Classis  of  Philadel- 
phia, collected  in  the  congregation  of  North  Branch  11  81 
„  North  and  South-Hampton  ,  .  4  91 
„  Harlingen  .  .  .  .  5  00 
,,        Shannack 5  00 


from  Rev.  Mr.  Field,  collected  in  the  congregation  of  Pompton 
from  Isaac  L.  Kip,  Esq.  one  of  the  agents  of  the  Consistory  of 
the  Church  of  New- York,  for  granting  licenses  to  print  the 
Psalm  Book,  viz. 
For  Lewis  Deare's  bond,  principal     .    $180  00 
Interest        .         20  00 


For  license  to  Samuel  Marks 


-200  00 
180  00 


from  Rev.  Jno.  Christie,  collected  in  the  Church  at  Warwick 
from  Kev.  Mr.  Demarest,  collected  in  the  Church  at  the  Eng 

lish  Neighbourhood 

from  Catharine  L.  Van  Dyck,  Secretary  of"  The  Female  Cent 

Society"  of  Kindcrhook,  for  the  use  of  indigent  students 


Dll,. 
204 

82 

410 
94 

30 

200 

20 

200 
1366 


79 


2067 


204 

20 

60 

100 

111 

6 

20 

17 

7 


380 
10 

10 

30 

1020 


36 


72 


55 
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Ordinary  Account Continued. 


1817 
Sec. 

1818 
Jan. 
Feb. 


March 
April 


By  amount  brought  forward    ........ 

,,  cash  received  from  Rev.  Wm.  R.  Bogardus,  collected  in  the  con 
gregationof  New-Hurly        .         .         .         .  $8  24 

ofiNew-Paltz  ....  16  60 


May 


June 


22 


28 


„  from  Rev.  David  S.  Bogart,  collected  in  the  church  of  Oyster 
Bay      .....-,.. 

„  from  the  Treasurer  of  "  The  Female  Cent  Society  of  the  First 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  Philadelphia" 

„  from  the  Bergen-Town  Female  Cent  Society  for  Educating 
Indigent  Students,  &c.  ...... 

„  from  Rev.  Jno.  Cornelison,  collected  in  the  congregation  of 
Bergen  ........ 

„  from  Mr.  Timothy  Hutton,  collected  in  the  church  in  Garden- 
street,  New- York  ....... 

„     from  Rev.  John  De  Witt,  collected  in  the  2d  Church,  Albany 

„  from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
at  Greenwich         ....... 

„  from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  the  Dutch  Church  at  New- 
Brunswick    ........ 

„     from  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson,  collected  in  the  church  of  Fordham 

„     from  the  Secretarj'  of  the  First  Female  Cent  Society  of  Hemp 
stead,  Rockland  county  ...... 

cash  received  for  a  quarter's  interest  on  $700  of  stock  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  City  of  New- York  .... 

„  from  the  Treasurer  of  "  The  Male  Cent  Society  of  the  First 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  Philadelphia" 

„  from  Rev.  Dr.  Gunn,  collected  in  the  congregation  of  Bloom 
ingdale  ......... 

,,  from  Rev.  Isaiah  Y.  Johnston,  collected  in  the  Female  Cent 
Society  of  the  Church  of  Argyle     .... 

,,  from  Rev.  Isaiah  Y.  Johnston,  collected  in  the  Female  Cent 
Society  of  the  Church  of  P^ort  Miller 

„  from  Isaac  L.  Kip,  Esq.  an  agent  of  the  Consistory  of  the 
Church  of  New-York,  for  granting  licenses  to  print  the 
Psalm  Book,  on  account  of  money  due  from  George  F9r- 
man      .......... 

„  from  Rev.  Mr.  Beattie,  collected  in  the  Church  of  New- 
Utrecht         

„     from  Rev.  W.  Eltinge,  for  collections  made  in  the  Church  of 

Clarkstown |8  00 

Tappan 8  18 

Paramus 8  30 

Totowa 6  02 


Oils. 
1020 


from  the  congregation  of  Schenectady,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Van 
Vechten        ......... 

from  Miss  Ann  W.  Hall,  Treasurer  of  the  Cent  Society  of 
New-Shannack,  by  Rev.  P.  Labagh — a  quarterly  pay- 
ment    .......... 

from  Miss  Mary  .Skillman,  Treasurer  of  the  Cent  Society  of 
Harlingcn,  by  the  same — a  semi-annual  payment     . 

from  the  Churches  of  Helderbergh,  Jerusalem,  and  Salem, 
by  the  Rev.  John  De  Witt 

from  the  Bible  Class  in  the  2d  Church  of  Albany,  by  the  same 

from  a  class  of  catechumens,  in  the  same  Church,  by  the  same 

from  the  congregation  of  Rockaway,  in  Lebanon,  by  Rev 
Jacob  I.  SchuUz 


1997 


-44  J4JNE,  1815. 

Ordinary  Account Coivcluded. 


.  1318 
June 


By  amount  brought  forward    ........ 

,,     „    from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  the  Church  in  Greenbush, 

by  Rev.  H.  Vedder        ....... 

„     „     from  the  Male  Cent  Society  of  the  same  Church,  by  the  same 

„     „     from  the  congregation  of  Greenbush,  by  the  same 

„     „     from  the  congregation  of  Taghkanack,  by  the  same 

„     „     from  Miss  A'.etta   Veghte,  Secretary  of  the  Young  Ladies' 

Cent  and  Tract  Society  of  Somerville  audits  vicinity,  by 

Jno.  Frelinghuysen,  Esq.       ...... 

,,     ,,     from  the  congregation  of   Coxsackie,  by  Rev.   Gilbert  R. 

Livingston     ■•..•.... 
„     „     from  Rev.  Dr.  Bradford,  "  made  up  partly  of  subscriptions, 

and  partly  of  collections,  in  his  Church  for  two  years  past" 
„    from  Rev.   James   Murphy,  collected  in   the  congregation    of 

Rochester $15  00 

Warwarsing 10  00 


By  balance  due  General  Synod 


Dlls. 
1997 


60 

70 

433 


2i 


62 


Errors  excepted. 

G.  B.  VROOM,  Special  Treasurer. 
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The  Questor's  report  was  received,  and  is  as  follows ; 
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The  preceding  accounts  of  the  Questor  and  the  Special 
Treasurer  were  referred  to  the  Rev.  Gilbert  R.  Livingston  and 
Philip  Duryea,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  John  I.  Ostrander,  to  audit 
them. 

This  Committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted, 
and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the 
Special  Treasurer  and  the  Questor,  report, 

That  they  have  examined  said  accounts,  and  find  them 
accurately  kept,  and  the  balances  correctly  rendered. 

G.  E.  LiriJVGSTOJr,     Chairman. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  late  Permanent 
Clerk  and  the  Special  Treasurer,  viz. 

The  Permanent  Clerk  and  the  Special  Treasurer,  who  were 
appointed  a  Committee  "  to  prepare  and  present  to  the  Gene- 
ral Synod,  at  every  meeting,  a  digest  of  the  debts  and  credits, 
and  probable  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  General  Synod, 
together  with  such  suggestions  as  may  be  deemed  expedient 
by  said  Committee,  in  relation  to  the  pecuniary  concerns  of 
our  Church" — respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

The  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  General  Synod  are  various, 
and  the  preparation  of  the  subsequent  detail  and  digpst  has 
rendered  it  necessary  to  enter  into  a  long  examination  of  par- 
ticulars, and  to  form  numerous  calculations.  Although  we 
have  endeavoured  to  be  diligent  and  faithful  in  our  investiga- 
tions, and  accurate  in  our  statements,  yet  we  feel  no  little  diffi- 
dence in  making  our  report.  For  while  we  believe  it  is  cor- 
rect in  every  part,  yet  we  are  aware  that  it  may  appear  that 
the  information  which  we  have  received  has  been  defective  in 
itself,  or  misunderstood  by  us.  Still,  this  consideration  encou- 
rages us, — that  even  the  imperfections  of  our  report  will  lead 
to  a  clear  and  full  exhibition  of  the  truth  ;  and  we  shall  be  the 
first  to  correct  every  mistake  which  may  be  found  to  exist. 

In  the  hands,  and  under  the  management  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Q,ueens'  College,  are  two  descriptions  of  monies, 
in  which  the  Synod  are  interested,  viz.  :  the  monies  received 
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from  the  late  Rev.  Elias  Van  Bunschooten,  which  we  shall 
designate  as  the  Bunschooten  Fund,  and  the  Professoral  Fund. 
With  these  we  commence- our  statements. 

I.        THE    VAN  BUNSCHOOTEN    FUND. 

The  sum  originally  given  to  the  Synod,  as  appears  from  the 
Minutes  of  1814,  was,  in  obligations  and  cash,  ^14,640.  Of 
this  sum,  the  Treasurer  of  Queens'  College  has  received 
^8,671  70,  and  five  of  the  obligations  are  still  unpaid,  which 
are  for  $5,840.  These  two  sums  amount  to  $14,511  70, 
being  $128  30  less  than  the  original  amount,  abovementioned; 
the  reason  of  which  is,  that  the  obligations  transferred  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Van  Bunschooten  were  without  interest,  and  payable 
at  different  and  distant  periods;  the  payment  of  some  of  them 
has  been  anticipated,  on  the  allowance  of  the  customary  rebate, 
which  rebate  amounts  to  $128  30. 

On  the  residuary  legacy  of  Mr.  Van  Bunschooten,  which  is 
now  paid  in  full,  there  has  been  received  $4,418  61 
So  that  the  whole  amount  actually  received  on 

this  fund  is $13,090  31 

The  amount  yet  to  be  received,  payable,  without 
interest,  in  the  years  1820,  1821,  1822,  1823, 

and  1824,  is 5,840  00 

The  amount  now  at  interest,  on  bond  and  mort- 
gage, at  7  per  cent,  is 12,750  00 

And  the  annual  interest  on  the  same  is      .     .  892  50 
There  is  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer 
of  Queens'  College,  (including  his  commis- 
sions) of  principal 234  56 

And  there  is,  received  and  due,  o/*i»^eresf       .  1,141  00 

II.       THE    PROFESSORAL    FUND. 

The  original  amount  of  this  fund,  received  by 
the  Trustees,  as  stated  in  the  Minutes  of  Sy- 
nod, of  October,  1813,  page  23,  was     .     .     $16,172  57 

This  amount  has  become  diminished  in  the 
following  manner : 

4 
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1.  By  an  appropriation  by  the  Synod  in 
October,  1813,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Theological  Hail    .     ^3,000  00 

2.  By  an  allowance  to  the  Trustees  of 
interest  for  4  years  on  $2000.      .  560  00 

3.  By  a  payment  of  arrears  of  the  Pro- 
fessor's salary,  as  ordered  by  Synod. 
(SeeMiniitesof  1814,  page  46.)  .  800  00 

Amounting  to 4,360  00 


Thus  the  Professoral  Fund  now  amounts  to    .        11,812  57 
Of  which  sum,  your  Committee  are  inform- 
ed that  there  is  at  interest,  on  bond  and 
mortgage,  at  7  per  cent 9,600  00 


And  that  for  the  remainder  $2,212  57 

the  Trustees  are  accountable  to  the  Synod. 

So  that  the  Synod  ought  to  be  receiving  the  interest  on 
$11,812  57,  which  would  be  $826  88,  annually. 

But  your  Committee  have  to  state,  that  they  have  not  been 
able  to  learn  that  any  interest  has  been  credited  to  the  Profes- 
soral Fund,  by  the  Trustees,  for  the  sum  of  $2,212  57 ;  nor 
have  they  found  that  any  interest  was  paid  on  $5,772  57, 
which  was  the  amount  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,  prior  to 
October,  1813.  Your  Committee  here  beg  leave  to  refer 
the  Synod  to  the  minutes  of  1813,  relating  to  this  subject; 
and  they  v.  ould  suggest  that  this  Synod  do  appoint  a  Commit- 
tee, who  shall  be  empowered  to  examine  this  subject,  and  to 
make  a  full  and  final  adjustment  of  the  business.  As  a  mere 
estimate,  your  Committee  have  stated  the  amount  of  this  inter- 
est due  from  the  Trustees,  among  the  credits  of  the  Synod,  as 
ahout  $1,100,  which  is  on  the  calculation  of  interest  for  one 
year,  on  $5,772  57  ;  and  for  four  and  a  half  years  on  $2,212  57. 
They  wish  this  to  be  regarded  as  a  mere  estimate,  founded  on 
the  information  they  now  possess  ;  and  they  would  suggest  that 
the  amount,  whatever  it  may  be  found  to  be,  be  invested  in 
some  public  stock. 
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The  amount  of  the  sum  at  interest,  on  bond  and 

mortgage,  is     ....     • $9,600  00 

And  the  annual  interest  on  the  same  amounts  to  672  00 
But  this  interest  is  very  far  from  being  punctually  paid  ;  the 
present  arrears  amounting  to  about  $1000.  Your  Committee 
do,  therefore,  suggest  that  the  Synod  most  earnestly  recom- 
mend to  the  Board  of  Trustees  the  immediate  collection  of 
the  interest  now  due,  and  the  prompt  collection  of  it  as  it  be- 
comes due  in  future,  even  though  it  should  be  necessary  to 
foreclose  some  of  the  mortgages,  in  order  to  collect  the  money. 
And  your  Committee  would  further  suggest,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Synod,  the  propriety  of  requesting  the  Board  of 
Trustees  to  call  in  the  principal,  now  loaned  on  bond  and  mort- 
gage, and  to  invest  it  in  some  public  stocks,  that  the  proceeds 
of  the  same  may  be  always  regularly  received. 

III.   THE  LANDS  BELONGING  TO  THE  GENERAL  SYNOD. 

The  taxes  on  a  part  of  these  lands  were  paid  up  to  the  Ist 
of  October  last.  Whether  any  taxes  are  due  on  the  other 
part  of  these  lands,  your  Committee  do  not  know.  The  taxes 
for  the  current  year  will  soon  become  due.  It  appears,  also, 
that  none  of  the  title  deeds  have  yet  been  recorded.  The 
value  of  the  lands  we  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain,  and 
they  are  now  wholly  unproductive.  We  therefore  respectfully 
suggest  to  the  Synod,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  cause 
these  deeds  to  be  recorded,  to  pay  all  taxes  which  may  be  now 
due,  or  become  due  prior  to  the  next  meeting  of  Synod ;  and 
to  inquire  how  these  lands  may  be  made  most  productive  of 
advantage  to  the  funds  of  the  Church. 

IV.      THE    SALARIES    OF    THE    PROFESSORS. 

The  salary  of  Professor  Livingston  has  never  been  regularly 
paid  ;  and  there  is  now  due  to  him  the  sum  of  $605  45,  which 
will  be  in  full  to  the  1st  instant.  The  salary  of  the  late  and 
regretted  Pi-ofessor  Dr.  Schureman  is  unpaid  from  the  1st  of 
October  last,  and,  calculating  it  up  to  the  1st  instant,  there  is 
^ue  the  sum  of  $800.     The  inquiries  of  your  Committee  have 

4  * 


52  JUNE,  1818. 

rendered  ihem  very  sensible  of  the  absolute  duty  of  increasing 
the  salaries  of  the  Professors  in  our  Theological  College.  In 
relation  to  all  these  particulars,  your  Committee  do  therefore 
suggest,  that  the  sums  now  due  for  salary  be  ordered  to  be 
paid  ;  that  the  salaries  of  the  Professors  be  increased  to  the 
sum  of  j^  1,750  for  the  senior  Professor,  and  of  $1,550,  and  the 
use  of  the  eastern  wing  in  the  college  building,  and  of  the  col- 
lege lot,  for  the  other  Professor ;  and,  also,  that  Synod  con- 
sider the  practicability  of  making  arrangements  to  insure  the 
prompt  payment  of  such  salaries  as  they  become  due. 

V.       INDIGENT    STUDENTS. 

The  amount  necessary  to  assist  indigent  students  is  estima- 
ted by  your  Committee  at  ^700,  annually.  We  have  found 
that  the  Board  of  Superintendants  have,  for  some  time  past, 
generally  required  a  conditional  promise  of  repayment  from 
those  who  have  received  pecuniary  assistance.  Your  Commit- 
tee would  suggest  to  the  Synod  the  propriety  of  recommend- 
ing to  the  Board  of  Superintendants,  that,  in  future,  they  inva- 
riably require  from  the  students  written  obligations  to  repay 
the  monies  they  receive,  and  that  the  Board,  or  some  other 
person  or  persons,  be  instructed  to  demand  such  repayment 
after  a  reasonable  period. 

The  amount  of  the  sums  paid  to  students,  who  have  condi- 
tionally  promised  to  repay  the  same,  is  $1,200,  up  to  May 
19th,  1818. 

VI.       LIBRARY    OF    THE    COLLEGE. 

This  is  yet  small,  and  hitherto  has  very  slowly  increased. 
Your  Committee  suggest  that  the  Synod  appoint  some  person 
or  persons  to  have  charge  of  the  Library,  under  such  regula- 
tions as  the  Professors  may  make  ;  and  the  same  or  some  other 
person  or  persons  to  purchase  books  for  the  Library;  and 
that  Synod  make  an  appropriation  of  500  dollars  for  the  pre- 
sent year,  to  be  paid  on  the  draft  of  the  Committee  so  ap- 
pointed to  make  purchases. 
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VII.   DEBTS  AND  EXPENSES  OF  THE  GENERAL  SYNOD. 

Besides  the  particulars  already  enumerated,  there  are  some 
others,  which  have  induced  your  Committee  to  insert  this  head 
in  their  report. 

1.  The  minutes  of  the  General  Synod.  The  printing  of 
these  is  as  yet  an  occasion  of  expense  to  the  Synod,  and  pro- 
vision ought  to  be  made  to  pay  for  the  minutes  o^  1817,  and  of 
the  present  session.  Besides,  the  money  drawn  for  this  pur- 
pose from  the  Missionary  Fund,  January  16th,  1815,  amount- 
ing to  152  dollars  28  cents,  and  also  258  dollars  in  1816,  ought 
to  be  replaced. 

2.  The  translating  and  reprinting  the  old  minutes  of  Synod, 
as  directed  by  a  resolution  in  October  last.  It  is  possible  that 
this  may  not  eventually  occasion  any  pecuniary  loss  to  the 
Synod,  but  it  will  require  no  small  advance  for  a  time,  and 
your  Committee  merely  present  this  engagement  of  the  Synod 
to  their  attention,  that  they  may  make  such  provbions  at  the 
present  session  as  they  may  deem  necessary  or  expedient. 

3.  The  contingent  expenses  of  Synod.  Under  this  head  are 
to  be  ranged  the  annual  taxes  on  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
Synod,  the  expenses  of  the  stated  and  permanent  Clerks,  the 
expenses  of  stationary,  the  doorkeeper,  &tc.  while  the  Synod  is 
in  session,  and  the  expenses  incurred  by  Committees  of  Synod 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  commissions,  which  it  is 
most  reasonable  that  the  Synod  should  defray.  For  all  these 
purposes,  the  sum  of  200  dollars  annually  may  be  requisite. 

To  meet  these  and  similar  expenses,  the  Synod  have  no 
fund  whatever.  Your  Committee  therefore  suggest  to  the 
Synod  the  propriety  of  immediately  adopting  efl&cient  measures 
to  provide  a  contingent  fund,  to  replace  the  monies  borrowed 
from  the  Missionary  fund,  and  to  meet  every  contingent  ex- 
pense in  future. 

VIII.      RECEIPTS. 

Besides  the  funds  already  mentioned,  the  Synod  receive,  or 
may  expect  to  receive,  monies  from  the  following  sources. 

1 .  The  proceeds  of  licenses  to  print  the  Psalm  and  Hymn 
Book.     On  this  account,  there  may  be  expected  the  sum  of 
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568  dollars  19  cents  during  the  present  year.    These  proceeds 
are  appropriated  to  the  support  of  indigent  students. 

2.  The  printing  of  the  Constitution.  The  condition  of  the 
agreement  with  the  printer  was,  that  he  should  pay  to  General 
Synod  the  sum  of  six  cents  for  every  copy  disposed  of.  As  the 
sales  hitherto  have  been  very  limited,  your  Committee  sug- 
gest that  the  Synod  should  not  at  present  require  the  money 
now  due,  but  authorize  some  person  to  demand  and  receive 
the  amount  now  due,  and  which  may  have  become  due,  on  the 
first  day  of  May  next.  The  money  from  this  source  is  entirely  at 
the  disposal  of  Synod. 

3.  Collections  in  the  Churches.  During  the  past  year,  these 
have  become  very  small,  probably  from  the  formation  of  Cent 
Societies.  Perhaps  it  will  be  deemed  adviseable  wholly  to 
discontinue  them  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Professorate,  Poor 
Students,  and  the  Library,  and  so  far  as  relates  to  those 
Churches  in  which  Cent  Societies  exist  for  the  support  of  the 
Theological  College.  We  have  estimated  them  for  the  year 
from  June  1,  1818,  to  June  1,  1819,  at  300  dollars. 

4.  The  Permanent  Fund.  The  amount  of  this  fund,  ac- 
cording to  the  information  which  your  Committee  have  ob- 
tained, is  about $7008  70 

And  its  annual  product  is  estimated  at  about  $455  00 

5.  Cent  Societies.  The  Female  Cent  Society  of  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church,  in  the  city  of  New- York,  has  paid  to 
the  special  "treasurer  the  sum  of  705  dollars  42  cents,  and  has 
directed  that  sum  to  be  added  to  the  Permanent  Fund,  unless 
it  should  be  necessary  to  use  part  of  the  principal  for  the  bene- 
fit of  indigent  students. 

There  are  some  Cent  Societies  for  assisting  indigent  students. 
Their  payments  for  the  year,  from  June  1818  to  Junje  1819, 
your  Committee  estimate  at  100  dollars. 

There  are  other  Cent  Societies  to  aid  the  General  Synod  in 
support  of  the  Theological  College.  What  these  Societies 
will  produce  is  very  uncertain,  but  your  Committee  think  it 
safe  to  estimate  the  receipts  from  them,  from  June  I6l8  to 
June  Ibl'J;  at  3000  dollars. 
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6.  The  Stock  of  the  Synod  held  by  the  Special  Treasurer. 
The  amount  of  this  Stock  is  now  910  dollars,  and  its  proceeds 
annually  may  be  estimated  at  54  dollars. 

7.  The  subscriptions  made  in  1815,  and  which  are  now  due, 
or  will  be  due  in  August  next.  The  amount,  which  the  Synod 
will  receive  of  these  subscriptions,  prior  to  June,  1819,  may 
not  be  estimated  at  more  than  800  dollars.  Your  Committee 
suggest  that  these  be  added  to  the  Permanent  Fund. 

8.  The  annual  subscriptions  of  congregations.  The  Church 
at  Harlingen  has  agreed  to  pay  50  dollars  per  annum  for  five 
years,  to  be  added  to  the  Permanent  Fund.  The  Consistory 
of  the  Church  of  New-York  have  agreed  to  pay  350  dollars 
per  annum  for  five  years,  to  be  "  a  donation  to  the  Theologi- 
cal College." 

9.  The  minutes  of  Synod.  The  printing  of  these  ought  to 
be  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  Synod,  but  as  yet  it  has  proved 
otherwise.  Your  Committee  suggest  to  the  Synod  the  pro- 
priety of  calling  on  the  Classes,  who  are  in  arrears  for  the 
minutes  they  have  received,  for  the  payment  of  those  arrears, 
and  of  urging  all  to  make  prompt  payment  in  future. 

10.  The  donation  of  the  Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltin^e.  The 
Stock,  in  which  this  donation  consists,  has  not  yet  been  trans- 
ferred. It  may  be  expected  to  produce  from  June  1818,  to 
June  1819,  the  sum  of  15  dollars. 

11.  Balances  of  Cash.  There  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  John 
H.  Sickels,  the  Q,uestor  of  the  General  Synod,  a  balance  of 
77  dollars  29  cents  belonging  to  the  Missionary  Fund,  and  a 
further  balance  of  64  dollars  70  cents,  being  the  amount  not 
expended  of  the  monies  raised  for  the  compensation  of  Dele- 
gates. 

There  are  also  the  following  balances  in  the  hands  of  the 
Special  Treasurer,  viz. 

On  his  ordinary  account  ^1,366  47 

On  his  special  account  1,148     9 

On  the  Permanent  Fund  account  558  73 

J^3,073  20 
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12.  Legacy  of  the  late  Miss  Rebecca  Knox.  In  the  minutes 
of  Synod,  it  appears  that  the  original  amount  of  this  legacy 
was  2000  dollars ;  but  your  Committee  have  failed  in  their 
endeavours  to  learn  when  it  will  be  paid,  or  whether  it  is  in  any 
degree  productive 

In  addition  to  all  the  preceding  particulars,  your  Committee 
would  respectfully  make  the  following  suggestions  : 

That  the  Synod  cause  exertions  to  be  continued  in  all  the 
Classes  to  form  Cent  Societies  in  all  those  congregations  where 
they  do  not  already  exist,  and  to  obtain  subscriptions  and  dona- 
tions to  the  Permanent  Fund  from  Consistories  and  individuals. 

That  this  Synod  renew  their  request  to  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  Queen's  College,  to  agree  in  appropriating  the  surplus 
monies,  accruing  from  the  Van  Bunschooten  Fund,  for  the 
support  of  the  Professors,  in  conformity  to  the  communication 
of  the  reverend  donor,  as  recorded  in  the  Minutes  of  1814. 

That  the  ofiBce  of  Q,uestor  of  Synod  be  discontinued  ;  and 
that,  in  future,  there  be  only  one  Treasurer  of  Synod. 

The  Committee  deem  it  expedient  further  to  recommend  to 
General  Synod  to  appoint  a  Treasury  Board,  consisting  of 
three  persons,  to  whom  the  Treasurer  shall  report,  monthly, 
the  amount  of  his  receipts,  from  what  sources  they  are  derived, 
and  to  what  objects  to  be  applied.  On  the  receipt  of  the 
Treasurer's  report,  the  Board  shall  charge  him  for  the  amount 
he  may  have  received,  and  credit,  in  account,  the  several  ob- 
jects to  which  the  money,  under  the  direction  of  General 
Synod,  is  to  be  applied.     This  Board  should  be  authorized, 

1.  To  draw  upon  the  Treasurer,  from  time  to  time,  as  may 
be  necessary,  for  the  money  in  his  hands,  to  answer  the  autho- 
rized appropriations,  and  to  apply  to  their  specific  objects  the 
benefactions  of  societies,  congregations,  and  individuals. 

2.  To  devise  and  carry  into  effect  such  plans  as  they  may 
judge  most  advantageous  for  investing  the  monies  that  have 
been,  or  shall  be,  received  for  the  Permanent  Fund.  This 
Board  should  be  directed, 

1.  To  keep  an  exact  account  of  all  monies  drawn  from  the 
Treasurer,  and  of  the  manner  of  their  application. 
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2.  To  keep  a  register  of  all  the  Congregations  and  Cent 
Societies,  noting  opposite  to  each  the  amount  annually  for- 
warded to  ibe  Treasurer. 

3  To  exhibit  to  General  Synod,  at  every  ordinary  session, 
a  detailed  statement  of  their  accounts. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  remark  that  your  Committee  have 
not  exhibited  the  state  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for 
Missionary  purposes,  as  the  monies  thus  expended  are  collected 
for  these  special  purposes,  and  the  amount  of  expenditure 
must  necessarily  be  regulated  by  the  amount  of  the  receipts. 

And  if  any  apology  be  necessary  for  the  number  of  sugges- 
tions which  your  Committee  have  made,  they  hope  that  ample 
apology  is  found,  in  the  expediency  and  necessity  of  these  sug- 
gestions, in  the  circumstance  that  this  is  the  first  time  the  pecu- 
niary concerns  of  the  Church  have  been  thus  brought  up  to 
view,  and  in  the  earnest  desire  of  your  Committee  to  promote 
the  interests  of  the  Church. 

It  remains  to  add  the  following  recapitulation. 

I.       DEBTS    OF    THE    GENERAL    SYNOD^ 

1.  To  the  Rev.  Professor  Livingston       .         .         $605  45 

2.  late  Rev.  Professor  Schureman         .  SOO  00 

3.  Missionary  Fund     .         .         .         .  410  28 

4.  For  printing  the  Miniites  of  1817,  June  and  Oc- 
tober, (estimate.) 150  00 

II.   CREDITS  OP  THE  GENERAL  SYNOD. 

1.  For  licenses  to   print  the  Psalm  and  Hymn 

Book $  568  19 

2.  From  the  printer  of  the  Constitution,  estima- 
ted to  amount,  May  1st,  1319,  to         .         .  20  00 

3.  Amount  unpaid    (from  June,   1817,)  by  the 

Classes  for  Minutes,  estimated  at         .         .  250  00 

5  Amount  of  interest  from  the  Trustees  of 
Queens'  College,  as  stated  under  the  second 
head  of  this  report,  to  be  estimated  at  .        1,100  00 
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5.  Amount  of  Cash  in  the  hands  of  the  Special 
Treasurer,  {not  including 
Pdrmanent  Fund.)  .  $2,5U  56 
in  the  hands  of  John  H. 
Sickels,  of  the  Delegate 
Fund           .        .         .  64  75 

in  the  hands  of  the  Trea- 
surer of  Queens'  College, 
estimated  at  about         .       1,070  00 
6  Amount  of  arrears  of  interest  on  the  bonds 
given  for  the  Professoral  Fund,  estimated  at 
about 1,000  Oa 

7.  Amount  of  arrears  of  interest  on  the  Van  Bun- 
schooten  Fund,  about  ....  70  00 

8.  Amount  of  obligations  of  students,  for  monies 
paid  to  them,  (a  part  of  which,  it  may  be  ex- 
pected, will  be  refunded,)  up  to  the  19th  May, 

1818 1,200  00 

9.  Legacy  of  Miss  Rebecca  Knox,  heretofore  ex- 
hibited as  amounting  to       ...         .       2,000  00 

III.       FUNDS    OF    THE    SYNOD. 

1.  Professoral  Fund,  invested  $9,600,  in  the 
handsoftheTrustees,  $2,212  57         .  $11,812  57 

2.  Van  Buoschooten  Fund,  received  $13,190  31, 

to  be  received  $5,840         ....       1 9,030  31 

3.  Permanent  Fund 7,008  73 

4.  Stock  held  by  the  Special  Treasurer,  not  in- 
cluded as  Permanent  Fund  .         .         .  910  00 

IV.       ESTIMATE    OF    EXPENSES    FROM    JUNE    IST.    1818,    TO 

JUNE  1st,  1819. 

1.  Salaries  of  two  Professors,  for  the  year,        .  $3,300  00 

2.  For  indigent  students          ....  700  00 

3.  For  the  Library 500  00 

4.  Arrears  of  salaries  of  Professors           .         ,  1,405  45 

5.  Repayment  to  the  Missionary  Fund     .          .  410  28 

6.  For  contingent  expenses     ....  200  00 
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V.      ESTIMATE    OF    RECEIPTS    FROM    JUNE    Ist,    1618,    TO 
JUNE   1st.   1819. 

1.  One  year's  interest  on  the  Van  Bunschooten 

Fund        .         .     ^  892  50 

2.  do.  do.  Professoral  Fund         826  88 

3.  do.  do.  Permanent  Fund         455  00 

4.  do.  do.  Stock  held  by  the 

Special  Treasurer 54  00 

5.  One  year's  dividend  on  ten  shares  of  Bergen 
Turnpike  Stock 15  00 

6.  From  Cent  Societies  for  indigent  students  100  00 

7.  do.         do.  the  Theological  Col- 

lege .         .       3,000  00 

S.  the   licenses  to   print    the    Psalm   and 

Hymn  Book        .         .         .         .  568  19 

9.  printer  of  the  Constitution  .  20  00 

10.  subscriptions  of  1815,  (proposed  to  be 

added  to  the  Permanent  Fund,)     .  800  00 

1 1 .  arrears  on  the  bonds  given  for  the  Profes- 

soral Fund  ....       1,000  00 

12.  arrears  on  the  bonds  given  for  the  Van 

Bunschooten  Fund        ...  70  00 

13.  arrears  of  Classes  for  printed  Minutes  100  00 

14.  The  annual  subscriptions  of  Congregations  .  400  00 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

S.  S.  WOODHULL,  Permanent  Clerk. 
G.  B.  VROOM,  Special  Treasurer: 
June  Gih,  1S18. 

After  mature  consideration  of  the  above  report,  the  Synod 
adopted  the  following  resolutions,  viz. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the'  Stated  Clerk,  the  Special  Trea- 
surer, and  Messrs.  John  I.  Ostrander,  Isaac  Heyer,  and  Wil- 
liam Sheepshanks,  be  a  Committee,  who  are  empowered  to 
examine  into  and  fully  and  finally  to  adjust,  with  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Queens'  College,  the  account  of  interest  on  the 
monies  of  the  Professoral  Fund,  which  have  not  been  loaned 
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by  the  said  Trustees  to  individuals  on  bond  and  mortgage ; 
and  the  said  Committee  are  directed  to  pay  the  amount  they 
may  receive  on  such  adjustment,  into  the  Treasury  of  General 
Synod,  or  to  invest  the  same  in  some  public  stock. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  do  earnestly  recommend  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  the  immediate  collection  of  the  interest 
now  due  on  the  Professoral  Fund,  and  the  prompt  collection 
of  it  as  it  becomes  due  in  future,  even  though  it  should  be  ne- 
cessary to  foreclose  some  of  the  mortgages  in  order  to  collect 
the  money. 

3.  Besolved,  That  this  Synod  do  request  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees to  call  in  the  principal  now  loaned,  where  the  security  is 
deemed  precarious,  and  to  invest  it  in  some  public  stock  or 
otherwise,  so  as  that  the  proceeds  of  the  same  may  be  always 
regularly  received. 

4.  Mesolved,  That  Messrs.  John  Van  Schaick,  and  John  I. 
Ostrander,  be  a  Committee  to  cause  the  deeds  for  the  lands  of 
the  General  Synod  to  be  recorded,  to  pay  all  taxes  which  may 
be  now  due  or  become  due  prior  to  the  next  meeting  of  Synod, 
and  to  inquire  how  these  lands  may  be  made  most  productive 
of  advantage  to  the  funds  of  the  Church ;  that  they  be  au- 
thorized to  draw  on  the  Treasury  for  their  expenses;  that  the 
Special  Treasurer  deliver  the  deeds  into  their  hands,  and  that 
they  be  returned  to  him  by  the  Committee. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  Special  Treasurer  pay  the  arrears  of 
salary  now  due ;  and  that  the  salaries  of  the  Professors  be  in- 
creased to  the  sum  of  1750  dollars  for  the  senior  Professor,  and 
of  1550  dollars  and  the  use  of  the  eastern  wing  in  the  College 
building,  and  of  the  College  lot,  for  the  other  Professor. 

6.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Su- 
perlntendants  invariably  to  require  from  the  students  written 
obligations  to  repay  the  monies  they  receive,  on  the  conditions 
specified  in  the  report  of  the  Board  in  June  1816,  and  re- 
corded in  the  minutes  of  Synod  of  that  year;  and  that  the 
Board  be  instructed  to  demand  such  repayment : — It  being  un- 
derstood, however,  that  this  resolution  does  not  refer  to  mo» 
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nies  which  may  be  paid  to  indigent  students  from  the  proceeds 
of  the  Van  Bunschooten  Fund. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Superintendants  be  in- 
structed to  appoint  a  Librarian  in  the  Theological  College,  to 
be  under  the  regulation  of  the  Professors  and  the  Board ;  and 
that  the  Rev.  Dr  Philip  Milledoler,  Selah  S.  Woodhull,  and 
Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  be  a  Committee  to  purchase  books  for  the 
Library,  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  500  dollars,  (as  the  funds 
shall  be  found  to  admit)  be  placed  at  their  disposal  for  the 
present  year,  to  be  paid  by  the  special  Treasurer  on  their 
drafts,  and  that  such  Committee  report  to  the  next  General 
Synod. 

8.  Resolved,  That  a  Contingent  Fund  be  established  for  the 
benefit  of  this  Synod;  and  that  to  establish  this  fund,  this 
Synod  do  hereby  set  apart  and  appropriate, 

1.  The  proceeds  of  the  copy  right  of  the  Constitution; 

2.  The  profits  arising  from  printing  the  minutes  of  Synod ; 

3.  The  balance  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  H.  Sickels  on  the 
Delegate  Fund ; 

And  that  the  Rev.  Selah  S.  Woodhull,  and  John  De  Witt, 
and  the  elder  Mr.  John  I.  Ostrander,  be  a  Committee  to  de- 
vise ways  and  means  to  increase  the  Contingent  Fund,  and  to 
report  to  the  Synod  at  their  present  meeting.  This  Com- 
mittee reported  to  the  Synod  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted  by  the  Synod,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  collections  heretofore  made  by  order  of 
Synod,  for  Missionary  purposes,  be  in  future  taken  up  in  all 
our  Churches  for  Missionary  purposes  and  contingent  expenses 
equally ;  that  such  collections  be  transmitted  to  the  Treasurer 
of  Synod ;  that  one  moiety  of  the  same  be  forwarded  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  Missions ;  and  the 
other  moiety  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  Contingent  Fund. 

9.  Resolved,  That  the  Special  Treasurer  be  authorised  and  di- 
rected to  demand  and  receive  from  the  printer  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  amount  now  due  or  which  may  have  become  due  frora 
him,  on  the  first  day  of  May  next. 
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10.  Hesohed,  That  the  sums  hereafter  collected  of  the  sub- 
scriptions made  in  1815,  be  added  to  the  Permanent  Fund. 

11.  Resolved,  That  all  the  Classes  be  and  they  hereby  are 
earnestly  requested  and  enjoined  to  forward  without  delay,  to 
the  Special  Treasurer,  the  amount  now  due  from  them  for  the 
printed  minutes  of  Synod,  and  to  make  prompt  payment  for 
them  in  future ;  and  that  the  Special  Treasurer  report  to  the 
next  meeting  of  Synod  all  those  Classes  who  may  be  in  ar- 
rears. 

12.  Mesolved,  That  this  Synod  renew  their  request  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Queen's  College,  to  agree  in  appropria- 
ting the  surplus  monies  accruing  from  the  Van  Bunscbooten 
Fund,  for  the  support  of  the  Professors,  in  conformity  to  the 
communication  of  the  Rev.  donor  in  1814;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  in  the  first  of  these  resolutions  be  instructed 
also  to  attend  to  this  business. 

13.  Resolved,  That  the  offices  of  Questor  and  Special  Trea- 
surer be  discontinued,  ihat  Guysbert  B.  Vroom  Esq.  be  the 
Treasurer  of  the  General  Synod,  and  that  all  the  duties  hereto- 
fore assigned  to  the  Special  Treasurer,  devolve  upon  the  Trea- 
surer of  Synod. 

14.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  adopt  the  plan  of  a  Treasury 
Board,  as  recommended  by  the  Permanent  Cleik  and  the 
Special  Treasurer  in  their  report  to  Synod  j  that  the  Rev.  Selah 
S.  Woodhull,  and  the  Elders,  Messrs.  Isaac  Heyer,  and  Isaac 
L.  Kip,  form  such  Board  for  one  year ;  and  that  they  be  in- 
structed to  endeavour  to  insure  the  utmost  punctuality  of  pay- 
ment to  all  those  to  whom  monies  are  due  from  the  Synod,  and 
the  utmost  economy  in  expenditure. 

Resolved,  That  every  person  transmitting  monies  to  the 
Treasurer  of  Synod  be,  and  he  hereby  is  earnestly  requested 
always  to  state  precisely  the  sources  whence  those  monies 
were  derived,  and  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  raised. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee,  to  prepare  a  Digest,  be 
called  upon  to  communicate  in  writing  to  General  Synod  the 
precise  state  of  the  accounts  between  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
(Queens'  College,  and  thi-j  Synod,  and  how  far  that  Board  har 
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been  faithful  in  executing  their  part  of  the  contract,  existing 
between  them,  and  this  Synod. 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution,  the  following  report  was 
received : — 

The  Stated  Clerk,  and  the  Treasurer,  in  obedience  to 
the  order  of  Synod,  report,  that  the  precise  state  of  the 
accounts,  between  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Queen's  College 
and  this  Synod,  so  far  as  your  Committee  know  it,  is  exhibited 
in  the  detail  and  digest  they  have  already  presented.  As  to 
the  faithfulness  of  the  Board  to  the  contract  between  them 
and  this  Synod,  your  Committee  cannot  undertake  to  judge 
the  Board,  inasmuch  as  the  Synod  alone  can  be  regarded  as 
their  peers.  But  in  reference  to  the  particulars,  which  it  has 
been  stated  on  the  floor  of  Synod,  that  it  was  desired  that  your 
Committee  should  notice,  they  would  mention, 

f .  That  the  sum  of  ^3,000,  appropriated  for  the  Theologi- 
cal Hall,  has  been  expended ;  and  that  Hall  has  not  yet  been 
finished. 

2.  That  the  sum  of  ^560,  allowed  for  interest  to  the  Trus- 
tees, was  allowed  on  the  understanding  that  interest  had  been 
allowed  on  <^5,772  57,  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,  by  the 
Literary  to  the  Theological  Institution,  from  its  reception. 

3.  That  they  understand  that  the  Trustees  are  not  now  in 
funds  so  as  to  repay  the  $2,212  57,  not  invested  by  them,  and 
your  Committee  do  not  know  why  that  sum  was  not  originally 
loaned  on  bond  and  mortgage  ;  tliey  merely  observe  that  it  is 
a  part  of  the  sum  stated  by  the  Trustees  to  be  drawing  an  in- 
terest of  seven  per  cent.  Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  re- 
mind Synod  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  have  granted  to  the 
Synod  the  use  of  the  College  lot,  and  buildings,  with  the 
exception  of  the  western  wing  and  the  room  in  which  the 
grammar  school  is  kept,  until  it  shall  be  deemed  expedient  by 
the  Board 'of  Trustees  to  revive  the  exercises  of  the  College. 

S.  S.   WOODHULL,  Stated  Clerk 
G.  B.   VROOM,  Treasurer. 
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ARTICLE  XXir. 

Pastoral  Letter. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXIIL 

Synodical  Archives. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 

Resumption   and   Close. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  publish  one  thousand 
copies  of  the  Minutes  of  this  Synod,  duly  authenticated  ;  that 
he  distribute  among  the  Classes  the  number  of  copies  directed 
by  them ;  and  that  he  be  authorized  to  dispose  of  the  surplus 
copies  to  any  individuals  desirous  of  purchasing  them,  for 
twenty-five  cents  each. 

ARTICLE   XXV. 

Adjournment. 

Synod  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Albany  on  the  first 
Wednesday  of  June,  1819,  at  10,  A.M. 

WILLKiM  M'MUREAF,  President. 
WILHELMUS  ELTIJ^GE,  Jldsessor. 
P.ISCHJIL  ^\  STROXG,  )  Clerks,  pro 
JAMES  CHRVSTIE,  \    tempore. 

Official  copy  from  the  Original  Minutes. 

SELJIH  S.  WOOBHULh.  Stated  Clerk. 


FORM 

Of  a  Devise  of  Real  Estate   to   the  Ttieological   College  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Churdi. 

"  I  GIVE  and  dense  unto  A.  B.,  B.  C,  and  E.  F.,*  [Insert  the  names  of  trustees'] 
and  the  survivors  and  suryivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs  of  such  survivor,  as  joint  tenants, 
and  not  as  tenants  in  common,  all  that  [Describe  the  estate  to  be  devised]  in  trust,  that 
mj  said  trustees,  and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs  of  such  survivor 
shall  sell  the  same,  and,  after  deducting  therefrom  all  reasonable  charges  and  expenses, 
pay  over  the  proceeds  thereof,  and  also  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  accruing  prior  t» 
such  sale  and  until  such  sale,  to  the  Treasurer,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  General  Synod 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  North  America,  to  be  applied,  under  the  direction  of 
the  said  Synod,  to  the  purposes  of  the  Theological  College  of  the  Reformed  Dutck 
Church  aforesaid,  now  located  at  New-Brunsvvick,  in  the  State  of  New-Jersey  ;  and  the 
receipt  of  such  Treasurer  for  all  and  every  of  such  payments  shall  be  to  them  a  sufficient 
<Ji»charge." 

— ocx>- — 
FORM 

of  a  Bequest  of  Personal  Property  to  the  Theological  College  of  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church. 

"  I  GIVE  and  bequeath  unto  the  Treasurer,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  North  America,  the  sum  of  [Insert  the  5wn] 
or  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  [Describe  the  stock]  or  [Any  other  perm 

sonal  property]  to  be  applied,  under  the  direction  of  the  said  Synod,  to  the  purposes  of 
the  Theological  College  of  the  Refonned  Dutch  Church  aforesaid,  now  located  at  New- 
Brunswick,  in  the  State  of  New-Jersey ;  and  for  which  the  receipt  of  such  Treasurer 
ihall  be  to  my  executors  a  sufficient  discharge." 


ANY  person  giving  or  bequeathing  to  the  Synod  property  to  the  amount  of  thir^ 
thousand  dollars,  shall  be  considered  as  having  established  a  Professorship  in  the  Theo- 
logical College,  which  Professorship  shall  for  ever  after  bear  the  name  of  such  donor. 

Any  person  giving  or  bequeathing  to  the  Synod  property  to  the  amount  of  three  thoH- 
sand  dollars,  shall  be  considered  as  having  established  a  Scholarship  in  said  College, 
which  Scholarship  shall  for  ever  after  bear  the  name  of  such  donor;  and,  for  every  ad- 
ditional three  thousand  dollars,  he  shall  be  considered  as  having  established  an  additional 
Scholarship,  which  shall  for  ever  afterward  be  designated  by  such  name  as  the  donor 
may  direct. 

*  If  there  be  oDly  one  trustee  named,  the  devise  must  be  unto  "  A.  B.  and  bis  beirt. ' 
The  persons  named  as  esecutors  io  the  will  may  also  be  named  as  trustees. 
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ACTS   AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in 
JYorth  America,  convened  in  the  City  of  Albany^  on 
Wednesday^  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  August^  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord-  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 
The  Session  concluded  on  the  same  day, 

— ^KJ^J^Ri 

FOBMATIOJ^  OF  SVJS'OD. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Opening  of  the  Synod. 

1  HE  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  William 
M'MuRRAY,  the  President  of  the  General  Synod. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Members  present. 
PROM    THE    PARTICULAR    SYNOD    OF    NEW-YORK. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  JSfew-York. 

Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Milledoler,  Selah  S.  Woodhull,  aed  Paschal 

Eff.  Strong.  ■  »      ' 

Elder,  Mr.  Abraham  A.  Rerasen. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  JYew- Brunswick* 
Elder,  Mr.  Peter  Voorhees. 
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3.  From  the  Classis  of  Long- Island. 
Rev.  Jacob  Scboonmaker. 

4.  From  the  ClassU  of  Faramus. 
Rev.  John  I.  Christie. 

FROM    THE    PARTICULAR    SYNOD    OF    ALBANY. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. 

Rev.  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler,  and  William  M'Murray. 
Elders,  Messrs.  Henry  Wiltsie,  and  Martin  Hermanse. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Albany. 

Rev.  Gilbert  R.  Livingston,  John  De  Witt,  and  Thomas 
Romeyn. 

Elders,  Messrs.  John  I.  Ostrander,  Stephen  Van  Rensse- 
laer, and  Storm  Roose. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster. 

Rev.  William  R.  Bogardus. 
Elder,  Mr.  Derick  W^estbrook. 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Renssdaer. 

Rev.  Philip  Duryea,  Nicholas  I.  Marselus,  and  Isaiah  Y. 
Johnston. 

Elders,  Messrs.  Philip  Staats,  and  James  Brisban. 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Montgomery. 

Rev.  John  F.  Schermerhorn. 
Elder,  Mr.  Peter  Swart,  Jun. 
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ARTICLE  III. 

Moderators. 

Rev.  William  M'Murray,  President. 

Rev.  Paschal  N.  Strong,  Clerk,  pro  tempore. 

ACTS  OF  srjyoD. 

*T^  '7^  "T^  <v  '7^  "Tv  'K'  'TV  'TV-  *T^  '^  -T^  *^ 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

Professorate. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Rev.  Thomas  De 
IVilt,  staling  that  he  declined  accepting  the  office  of  Professor 
of  Biblical  Literature  and  Ecclesiastical  History. 

The  President  also  communicated  to  the  Synod  a  constitu- 
tional request,  which  he  had  received,  to  call  a  Special 
Meeting  of  Synod,  and  a  copy  of  the  Circular,  calling  this 
Meeting,  "  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  Professor  in  the 
room  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  and  for  transacting  such 
other  business  under  the  Lemma  Professorate,  as  Synod,  when 
convened,  may  find  necessary." 

General  Synod  taking  into  consideration  the  deep  interests 
involved  in  the  object  on  which  it  is  convened — rf  alizing  the 
inexpressible  importance  of  unanimity  and  cordiality  in  the 
choice  of  a  Professor,  and  the  necessity  of  as  general  an  ex- 
pression of  the  views  and  feelings  of  the  Churches  on  this 
subject  as  can  be  obtained  ;  considering  also  that  some  of  the 
Classes  are  very  imp<  rfectly,  and  others  not  at  all  represented 
on  the  present  occasion,  upon  this  floor. 
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Therefore  Resolved,  That  Synod  deem  it  inexpedient  to 
proceed  at  this  time  to  the  election  of  a  Professor,  and  that  it 
be,  and  hereby  is  deferred  to  the  next  stated  meeting  of 
General  Synod. 

On  the  passage  of  the  above  resolution  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  for,  and  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas.  Dr.  Philip  Milledoler,  Jacob  Schoonmaker,  John  L 
Christie,  William  M'Murray,  John  De  Witt,  Thomas  Romeyn, 
William  R.  Bogardus,  Philip  Duryea,  John  F.  Schermer- 
horn,  Isaiah  Y,  Johnston,  John  I.  Ostrander,  Derick  West- 
brook,  James  Brisban,  Peter  Swart,  Jun. 

Nays.  Selah  S.  Woodhull,  Paschal  N.  Strong,  Cornelius 
C.  Cuyler,  Gilbert  R.  Livingston,  Nicholas  1.  Marselus,  Abra- 
ham A.  Remsen,  Peter  Voorhees,  Henry  Wiltsie,  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer,  Storm  Roose,  Philip  Staats. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted  by 
the  Synod : 

The  Synod  having  received  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Thomas 
De  Witt,  declining  the  appointment  of  Professor  of  Biblical 
Literature  and  Ecclesiastical  History,  in  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary of  the  Dutch  Church,  and  stating  his  reasons  for  de- 
clining that  appointment :  the  Synod  taking  into  consider- 
ation those  reasons,  and  feeling  their  weight,  yet  hoping  that, 
on  more  mature  consideration,  they  may  give  way  to  the  call 
of  the  Church,  and  the  importance  which  the  Synod  attach 
to  his  appointment :  and  for  the  purpose  of  affording  him  an 
opportunity  of  reviewing  those  reasons,  and  of  giving  his  final 
answer  to  Synod,  at  the  next  stated  meeting  of  Synod,  in  June 
next,  when  an  appointment  will  be  made,  in  case  he  persists 
in  his  present  resolution  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  commission  heretofore,  by  order  of 
Synod,  transmitted  to  him,  and  now  received  with  his  resigaa- 
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tion,  be  again  put  into  his  hands  by  the  President  of  Synod, 
together  with  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

At  the  request  of  the  Agents  appointed  to  collect  moneys,  &c. 
in  the  Classis  of  New-York,  the  Rev.  Drs.  Gerardus  A.  Kuypers, 
and  Philip  Milledoler,  and  the  Rev.  Paschal  N.  Strong  were 
added  to  that  Committee  of  Agents ;  and  on  a  like  request 
from  one  of  the  Agents  in  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  the 
Rev.  Abraham  Van  Home  was  added  to  that  Committee  of 
Agents;  and,  on  a  like  request  from  one  of  the  Agents  of  the 
Classis  of  Rensselaer,  the  Rev.  Isaiah  Y.  Johnston  was  added 
to  that  Committee  of  Agents. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  different  Com- 
mittees of  Agents  appointed  by  this  Synod  for  the  collecting 
of  moneys,  he.  in  the  several  Classes,  to  maintain  an  active  cor- 
respondence on  the  subject  of  their  agency,  their  proceed- 
ings, their  prospects,  and  their  success,  with  the  Treasury 
Board. 

An  account  for  the  expense  of  printing  Circulars  was  pre- 
sented by  the  Rev.  President  of  Synod,  amounting  to  $2 
which  was  ordered  to  be  paid ;  also  the  Doorkeeper's  account, 
amounting  to  $2  was  ordered  to  be  paid. 


ARTICLE  XXIV. 

Resumption  and  Close. 
The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Besolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  publish  seven  hundred 
copies  of  the  Minutes  of  this  Synod,  duly  authenticated ;  that 
he  distribute  among  the  Classes  the  number  of  copies  directed 
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by  them  ;  »nd  that  he  be  authorized  to  dispose  of  the  surplus 
copies  at  six  cents  each. 

ARTICLE  XXV. 

jJdjournment. 
Synod  adjourned  sine  die. 

WILLI  JIM  jyrMUItn^r,  President. 
PASCHvlL  jr.  STROJ^G,  Clerk,  pro  tempore. 

OflScial  copy  from  the  Original  Minutes. 

SELJIH  S.  WOODSULL,  Stated  Clerk. 
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Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  North 
America^  convened  in  the  City  of  Albany,  on  Wednesday,  the 
second  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  nineteen.  The  Session  continued  from  the  second 
day  of  June  to  the  eleventh  day  of  June  inclusive, 

FORMATIOJ^*  OF  SFXOD. 
ARTICLE  I. 

Opening  of  the  Synod. 

i  HE  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer,  by  the  Rev.  William 
M'MuRRAY,  the  President  of  the  last  General  Synod,  who 
preached  a  Synodical  sermon  in  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of 
the  Session,  from  Mark  xvi.  15. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Members  present. 

TROM    THE    PARTICULAR    SYNOD    OF    NEW-YORK. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  New-York. 
Rev.  John  Knox,  Isaac  Labagh,*  and  Stephen  N.  Rowan. 
Elders,  Messrs.  Jeremiah  Johnson,  Samuel  Delaraater,  and 
Isaac  Heyer.t 

*  In  the  absence  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  Labagh,  the  Rev.  James  M.  Mathews,  a 
stcimdus,  took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  Session,  for  a  part  of  that  day. 
t  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  Session. 
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2.  From  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 
Rev.  Staats  Van  Santvoord. 
Elder,  Mr.  Joseph  Van  Winkle. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick, 

Rev.  Samuel  A.  Van  Vranken,  and  John  L.  Zabriskie.* 
Elder,  Mr.  James  Schureman.* 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Paramus. 

Rev.  Dr.  Solomon  Fraeligh,t  James  D.  Demarest,*  and  Pe- 
ter D.  Fraeligh.Jt 

Elders,  Messrs.  Sebe  Brinkerhoff,  and  Cornelius  A,  Blauvelt.* 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Long-Island. 

Rev.  Walter  Monteith,  John  Beattie,  and  Dr.  John  Bassett.* 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  Dr.  Jacob  Brodhead,  and  Peter  Labagh. 

FROM    THE    PARTICULAR    SYNOD    OF    ALBANY. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Ponghkeepsie. 

Rev.  Thomas  Dewitt,  Peter  S.  Wynkoop,  and  Andrew  N. 
Kittle. 

Elders,  Messrs.  Ares  Vanderbilt,  Cornelius  Van  Vliet,  and 
Philip  Pitcher. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Albany, 
Rev.  Jacob  Van  Vechten,§  Samuel  Kissam,  and  Dr.  John 
M.  Bradford. 

*  Took  their  seats  on  the  second  day  of  the  Session, 
t  Obtaiaed  leave  of  absence  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  Session. 
J  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  Session. 

I)  In  the  absence  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  Van  Vechten,  the  R.ev.  Robert  Crouk,  ;» 
secutidus,  took  his  seat  on  tlie  sixth  day  of  the  SeiiSion, 
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Elders,  Messrs.  Maus  Schermerhorn,   David  Burhans,   and 
Volkert  D.  Oothout. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster, 
Rev.  Jesse  Fonda,  James  Murphy,  and  Peter  A.  Overbagh.* 
Elders,  Messrs.  Jonathan  Myer,*  and  Adam  Dickerson.* 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer, 
Rev.  Jacob  Sickles,  and  Nicholas  I.  Marselus. 
Elders,  Messrs.  Evert  Van  Alien,  and  Andries  Witbeck. 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Montgomery, 

Rev.  Albert  Amerman,  Henry  V,  Wyckoff,*  and  John  F. 
Schermerhorn.  t 

Elder,  Mr.  Garrit  1.  Lansing. 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Washington, 

Rev.  Isaiah  Y.  Johnston,  Stephen  Ostrander,  and  Ralph  A. 
Westervelt. 

Elders,  Messrs.  Thomas  N.  Clark,J  Frederick  Berenger,§  and 
Jacob  L.  Veehe.|| 

ARTICLE  III. 

Moderators, 

Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford  was  chosen  President. 
Rev.  Dr.  Jacob  Brodhead  was  chosen  Adsessor. 
Rev.  John  Knox  and  Stephen  N.  Rowan  were  chosen  Clerks, 
pro  tempore. 

*  Took  their  seats  on  the  second  day  of  the  Session. 
t  Took  his  seat  on  the  third  day  of  the  Session, 
i.  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  third  day  of  the  Session. 
^  The  secundus,  Peter  Bloomin^dale,  took  his  seat  ori  the  sixth  day  of  the  Scs- 
■iion. 

jj  Had  leave  of  absence  from  H\c  ?ixth  day  of  the  Sessiovi. 


6  JUNE,  1819. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Reading  of  Minutes. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  Session  of  the  General  Synod,  and 
of  the  Session  at  Albany,  in  August  last,  were  read. 

ACTS  OF  SrjS*OD. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Orders  and  Rules, 


These  were  read. 


ARTICLE  II. 


Standing  Committees. 
The  following  committees  were  appointed : 

Committee  on  the  Professorate. — Rev.  Dr.  Solomon  Frasligh, 
Peter  Labagh,  Jacob  Van  Vechten,  Stephen  N.  Rowan,  and 
James  Murphy,  and  the  Elders,  Messrs.  Jeremiah  Johnson  and 
Evert  Van  Allen.  The  Rev.  John  Knox  was  afterward  put  on 
this  committee,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  FraBligh's  obtaining  leave  of  absence. 

Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes. — Rev.  John  Beattie,  and 
Staats  Van  Santvoord,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Sebc  Brinkerhoff. 

Committee  on  Correspondence. — Rev.  Isaac  Labagh,  Ralph  A. 
Westervelt,  and  Stephen  Ostrander,  and  the  Elders,  Messrs. 
Andries  Witbeck,  and  Philip  Pitcher. 

Committee  on  Missions. — Rev.  Walter  Monteith,  Nicholas  I. 
Marselus,  Jesse  Fonda,  and  Andrew  N.  Kittle,  and  the  Elder, 
Mr.  David  Burhans. 

Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion. — Rev.  Dr.  Jacob  Brod- 
head,  Ralph  A.  Westervelt,  Isaiah  Y.  Johnston,  Stephen  N. 
Rowan,  and  Samuel  Kissam,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Joseph  Van 
Winkle. 
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Committee  on  Gravamina, — Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  Albert 
Amerman,  Staats  Van  Santvoord,  and  Samuel  A.  Van  Vranken, 
and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Volkert  D.  Oothout. 

Committee  of  Overtures. — Rev.  Isaac  Labagh,  Jacob  Van 
Vechten,  and  Walter  Monteith,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Samuel 
Delamater. 


ARTICLE  III. 

Communications, 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Rev.  Jonathan 
Helfenstein  and  James  R.  Reily,  informing  Synod  that  the 
German  Reformed  Synod  had  appointed  them  Delegates  to 
tliis  Synod,  but  that  they  could  not  attend.  This  communica- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  to- 
gether with  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  German  Synod,  which 
had  been  transmitted  to  this  Synod. 

Applications  were  received  in  favour  of  a  number  of  indigent 
pious  youth,  desirous  of  devoting  themselves  to  the  Gospel 
Ministry,  that  such  persons  may  be  recommended  to  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Queen's  College  for  aid  from  the  Van  Bun- 
schooten  fund ;  also  a  list  of  the  Students  in  the  Theological 
College  who  will  require  more  or  less  assistance  for  their  sup- 
port during  the  remaining  period  of  their  studies  ;  which  ap- 
plications and  list  were  referred  to  a  select  committee,  consist- 
ing of  the  Rev.  Peter  Labagh,  Stephen  N.  Rowan,  and  Jacob 
Sickles. 

This  Committee  reported,  and  their  report  w^as  adopted,  and 
is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  application  of 
sundry  persons  for  aid  from  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Queen's  College,  i-eport, 

That  Cornelius  Van  Cleve,  Richard  D.  Covert,  Charles 
Whitehead,  and  John  M'Lure  have  applied  for  aid  during  the 
prosecution  of  their  Classical  and  Theological  Studies. 
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In  relation  to  these  applications  your  Committee  recommend 
the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  Cornelius  Van  Cleve  be  and  hereby  is  re- 
commended  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Queen's  College,  for 
aid  to  the  amount  of  $100  per  annum,  from  the  Van  Bun- 
'schooten  fund. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  D.  Covert  be  and  hereby  is  re- 
commended to  the  same  Board,  for  aid  to  the  amount  of  $50 
per  annum,  from  the  same  fund. 

Resolved,  That  Charles  Whitehead  be  and  hereby  is  recom- 
mended to  the  same  Board,  for  aid  to  the  amount  of  $150, 
from  the  same  fund. 

Resolved,  That  the  application  of  Jolin  M'Lure  be  and 
hereby  is  referred  to  the  Board  of  Superintendants  of  the 
Theological  College. 

The  following  persons  have  been  recommended  for  aid  in 
the  prosecution  of  their  Theological  Studies  by  the  Board  of 
Superintendants,  viz.  Jared  Dewing,  Isaac  Fisher,  and  Paul 
Wiedman,  for  one  year,  and  Joseph  Wilson  and  Isaac  Ketchum, 
Jun.  for  two  years.  In  relation  to  these  applications  your 
Committee  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  last-named  gentlemen  be  recommended 
to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Queen's  College  for  aid  from  the 
interest  now  due,  and  wiiich  may  become  due  during  the  year, 
on  the  legacy  of  the  late  Miss  Rebecca  Knox,  in  the  propor- 
tions to  be  determined  by  the  Board  of  Superintendants. 

All  which  is  submitted, 

PETER  LABAGH,  Chairman. 

The  Board  of  Superintendants  brought  in  the  following 
report,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Profes- 
sorate ;  viz. — 

The  Board  of  Superintendants  of  the  Theological  College 
respectfully  present  to  the  Rev.  the  General  Synod  the  follow- 
ing report  of  their  proceedings  during  the  lust  year. 


JUNE,  1819.  9 

A  new  appointment  of  Superintendants  having  been  made  by 
the  Synod  in  June  last,  the  Board  organized  at  New-York ; 
and  on  their  own  adjournment,  met  in  the  City  of  New-Bruns- 
wick, at  the  opening  of  the  Theological  College,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1818. 

The  Board  contemplated  that  the  General  Synod  would  have 
filled  the  vacancy  in  the  College,  occasioned  by  the  lamented 
death  of  the  late  able  and  amiable  Professor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Schureman.  But  finding  that  that  Reverend  Body  had  not  been 
able  to  carry  into  effect  the  desirable  object  of  supplying  his 
place,  in  consequence  of  the  declinature  of  the  Professor  elect ; 
and  believing  that  the  interests  of  the  Students  would  be  ma- 
terially injured  by  the  suspension  of  the  study  of  Ecclesiastical 
History,  Church  Government,  Pastoral  Theology,  and  Biblical 
Criticism,  the  Board  felt  themselves  imperiously  called  upon 
to  procure  for  them  temporary  Instructers  in  those  respective 
branches.  Accordingly  they  appointed  a  Committee  to 
"  inquire  by  what  means  and  upon  what  terms  instruction  might 
be  furnished  to  the  Theological  Students  during  the  Session  in 
those  branches."  This  Committee  found,  on  inquiry,  that  the 
Rev.  James  S.  Cannon  and  Mr.  John  S.  Mabon,  who  were  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  College,  might  be  obtained  for  those  pur- 
poses. 

The  terms  on  which  the  Committee  prevailed  upon  those 
gentlemen  to  render  their  respective  services  were  so  moderate, 
and  so  completely  within  the  reach  of  the  means  of  the  Trea- 
sury, that  the  Board  resolved  to  comply  with  them ;  and  ac- 
cordingly appointed  the  Rev.  James  S.  Cannon  to  teach  Eccle- 
siastical History,  Church  Government,  and  Pastoral  Theology, 
and  Mr.  John  S.  Mabon  to  teach  the  Hebrew  and  Greek  lan- 
guages, during  the  Session.  The  Board  are  happy  to  be  able 
to  inform  General  Synod,  that  the  above-named  gentlemen  en- 
tered immediately  and  zealously  on  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
assigned  them ;  and,  so  far  as  their  other  engagements  would 
permit,  have  unremittingly  discharged  those  duties  to  the  dose 
of  the  Session* 
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At  the  same  meeting  the  Board  "  respectfully  requested  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Livingston  to  publish  his  Lectures,  as  a  measure  cal- 
culated to  be  of  vast  advantage  to  the  Students — to  the  Institu- 
tion— and  to  the  Church  at  large."  The  Board  have  as  yet 
received  no  answer  to  their  request. 

The  Board  again  met  at  New-Brunswick,  on  the  last  Tues- 
day of  May,  for  the  purpose  of  superintending  the  annual 
examination  of  the  College.  On  this  occasion  Professor 
Livingston  laid  before  the  Board  the  following  list  of  Students, 
viz.  Jacob  Fonda,  James  Romeyn,  Henry  Smaltz,  John  Van 
Devoort,  Isaac  A.  Van  Hook,  and  John  Rawls,  of  the  first 
CLASS ;  Eli  Baldwin,  Jared  Dewing,  Isaac  Fisher,  Gabriel 
Ludlow,  John  Van  Lieuw,  Abraham  I.  Switz,  Seymour  P. 
Funck,  and  Paul  Wiedman,  of  the  second  class  ;  Maurice 
W.  Dwight,  Joseph  Wilson,  Peter  P.  Rouse,  James  Bruyn 
Ten  Eyck,  and  Isaac  Ketchum,  Jun.  of  the  third  class. 
James  Brinckerhoof,  Stephen  Z.  Goetschius,  George  Dubois, 
and  Abraham  Fort,  Students  of  Professor  Fraeligh,  who,  in 
obedience  to  the  order  of  General  Synod,  had  previously 
reported  themselves  to  the  President  of  the  Board,  were  also 
present  at  the  examination.  The  three  first  of  these  last- 
named  gentlemen  applied  for  examination,  with  a  view  to  ob- 
taining Professoral  Certificates  previous  to  Licensure.  The 
Board  attended  to  the  examination  of  the  above-named  Stu- 
dents, on  Didactic  and  Polemic  Theology,  Ecclesiastical  His- 
tory, and  Church  Government.  And  the  first  class  were 
further  examined  on  Pastoral  Theology,  and  the  Hebrew  and 
Greek  Languages.  And  the  result  of  the  examination  was  a 
most  favourable  impression  of  the  diligence  and  qualifications  of 
the  Students  in  general,  and  of  the  assiduity  and  devotedness  to 
the  interests  of  those  Students,  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  en- 
gaged in  their  instruction. 

Messrs.  Jacob  Fonda,  James  Romeyn,  Henry  Smaltz,  John 
Van  Devoort,  Isaac  A.  Van  Hook,  John  Rawls,  James  Brincker- 
hoof, Stephen  Z.  Goetschius,  and  George  Dubois,  who  had  com- 
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pleted  their  course  of  study,  were  recommended  for  a  Profes- 
soral  Certificate. 

There  are  thirteen  students  remaining  in  the  Seminary ;  and 
the  Board  are  happy  to  state,  from  information  received,  that 
there  is  a  prospect  of  a  considerable  accession  to  the  College 
during  the  present  year. 

During  the  last  year  ^1315  have  been  appropriated  for  the 
use  of  Indigent  Students,  in  the  follovring  proportions,  (viz.) 
to  four  persons,  each  $150;  to  one,  ^135,  to  another  $120;  to 
another  ^60  ;  to  two  others,  each  $100  ;  and  to  another  $30,  on 
arrearages  of  the  previous  year,  and  $170  for  the  past  year. 

As  the  demand  upon  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  Indigent  Stu- 
dents increases  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  their  number ; 
and  as  the  Board  have,  from  the  limited  resources  at  their  dis- 
posal, felt  it  their  duty  to  adhere  to  a  system  of  rigid  economy, 
they  have  appointed  a  Committee  to  "  inquire  into  the  practi- 
cability of  procuring  some  person  or  persons  who  will  furnish 
Board,  Rooms,  Washing,  &;c.  to  the  Indigent  Students  at  a  lower 
rate  than  the  prices  now  paid  by  them,  and  in  general  into  the 
possibility  of  reducing  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Indigent 
Students."  And  the  Students  have  accordingly  been  directed 
to  make  no  engagements  in  the  city  of  New-Brunswick  incon- 
sistent with  the  plans  of  economy  adopted  by  the  Board. 

With  gratitude  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  the  Board 
inform  Synod,  that  the  health  and  usefulness  of  their  Venerable 
Professor  Livingston  are  still  continued;  and  that  at  his  ad- 
vanced age,  he  is,  with  his  usual  devotedness  and  ability,  bless- 
ing the  Church,  by  communicating  to  her  successive  Ministers, 
that  theological  information,  for  which  he  is  so  eminently  dis- 
tinguished. And  they  would  do  injustice  to  the  Rev.  James  S. 
Cannon,  and  Mr.  John  S.  Mabon,  if  they  did  not  also  inform 
the  General  Synod,  that  those  gentlemen  have  industriously, 
ably,  and  successfully  discharged  the  duties  assigned  them.  The 
Students  manifested  such  an  acquaintance  with  ancient,  sacred, 
and  profane  history ;  with  the  history  of  the  Church  since  the 
commencement  of  the  Christian  era ;  with  her  government  and 


12  JUNE,  1819. 

the  duties  of  the  Pastoral  office,  as  did  honour  to  their  diligenc**. 
and  talents,  and  complimented  the  qualifications  of  their  tern- 
porary  Instructer.  They  also  manifested  an  acquaintance  with 
the  Hebrew  and  Greek  languages,  which  proved  that  Mr.  Mabou 
had  discharged  his  duty  with  his  known  ability  and  faithfulness. 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  Board  to  be  able  to  inform  the  Synod, 
that  instruction  has  been  communicated  to  the  Students  on  most 
of  the  branches  contemplated  to  be  taught  by  two  additional 
Professors,  at  an  expense  less  than  one-third  of  the  salary 
allowed  to  one  Professor. 

The  Board  cannot  close  their  Report  without  congratulating 
themselves  and  the  Synod,  on  the  fact  that  nine  additional 
heralds  of  the  cross,  are  about  to  receive  the  commission,  "  Go 
ye,  and  preach  the  Gospel :"  that  our  Theological  College, 
which  has  been  the  object  of  so  many  prayers,  and  of  so  much 
fostering  care,  is  in  a  flourishing  state,  and  promises  to  be  an 
increased  blessing  to  the  Churches,  in  furnishing  them  with  able 
and  faitliful  Ministers. 

The  Board,  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  vested  in  them  by 
the  plan  of  the  Institution,  respectfully,  but  earnestly  urge  upon 
General  Synod,  the  completion  of  the  organization  of  the 
Theological  College. 

Our  present  venerable  Professor,  it  is  well  known,  is  advanced 
in  years ;  and  if  the  Master  should  be  pleased  to  dismiss  him 
soon  from  his  earthly  service,  our  Seminary  would  be  without 
any  Professor.  We  cannot  expect  that  temporary  instructers 
can  be  obtained  from  year  to  year.  The  honour  of  the  Church, 
and  the  interests  of  the  College,  demand  that  the  vacant  Pro- 
fessorships be  filled  as  soon  as  possible  ;  and  that  such  perma- 
nent arrangements  be  made  on  this  subject  as  will  command  the 
confidence  of  the  community,  and  make  the  Institution  an  in- 
creased blessing  to  the  Church  and  the  world. 

The  Board  respectfully  request  the  General  Synod, 

1st.  To  direct  their  Stated  Clerk  to  furnish  the  Board,  so  far 

a?  practicable,  with  a  copy  of  all  their  past  and  future  minutes. 

2d.  To  change  the  day  of  the  annual   •'jxamination  of  the 
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Theological  College  from  the  last  Tuesday  in  May  to  the  fourth 
Monday  in  May. 

3d.  Again  ta  intrust  the  admission  of  Students  into  the  Theo- 
logical College  to  the  Board  of  Superintendants. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

SELJlll  S,   WOOimULL,  President  p.  t. 
STEPHEJ^.  JN\  ROWA^,  Secretary. 
Theological  Hall,  Neio-Brunswick,  May  27,  1819. 

The  following  Report  was  received  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  Missions,  viz. — 

The  Standing  Committee  of  Missions,  appointed  hy  the  Gene- 
ral Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  respectfully  report, 
That  the  Committee  have,  since  their  last  annual  report,  em- 
ployed tAvo  Missionaries.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  a  licensed 
Presbyterian  candidate,  was  sent  out  to  the  county  of  St.  Law- 
rence, and  through  the  Dutch  settlements  along  the  line  be- 
tween this  State  and  Canada.  He  set  out  on  his  Mission  during 
the  last  summer ;  but  has  not  yet  returned,  nor  has  he  made 
any  report  to  the  Committee.  It  is  therefore  out  of  their  power 
to  inform  the  General  Synod  how  he  has  executed  his  Mission. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Cornelius  Bogardus  was  engaged  for  the  term 
of  ten  weeks,  who  set  out  on  his  Mission  about  the  nineteenth 
day  of  January  last  past,  with  written  instructions,  of  which  a 
copy  is  hereto  annexed. 

The  result  of  his  Mission,  and  the  information  which  he  has 
communicated  to  the  Committee,  appear  by  the  Journal  here- 
with transmitted. 

The  state  of  the  Missionary  Fund,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  their  expenditures  during  the  past  year,  will  appear 
to  the  General  Synod  from  the  Treasurer's  Report  herewith 
submitted. 
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No  information  has  been  received  by  the  Committee  from 
which  they  are  enabled  to  suggest  to  the  General  Synod  any 
proper  missionary  fields  for  the  ensuing  year. 
All  which  is  submitted. 

By  Order, 

JOH.Y  M.  BRADFORD, 
President  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  Missions. 
Albany,  May  27,  1819. 

Accompanying  the  above  Report  were  the  journal  of  the 
Rev.  Cornelius  Bogardus,  and  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of 
tlie  Committee,  all  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions. 

The  following  is  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Com- 
mittee, viz. — 
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An  application  for  a  dispensation  from  Mr.  Isaac  Ferris,  who 
has  been  studying  for  two  years  in  the  Seminary  of  the  Asso- 
ciate Reformed  Church,  was  received,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Mr.  Joseph  H.  Schrei- 
ner,  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Churches  in  the  city  and  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  in- 
forming Synod  of  the  fonnation  of  such  Society,  inclosing  a 
copy  of  their  Constitution,  and  requesting  Synod  to  order  the 
collections  annually  taken  up  for  Missionary  purposes  in  those 
Churches  which  compose  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia,  to  be  paid 
to  the  Treasurer  of  said  Society  for  their  benefit,  and  also  to 
grant  them  for  this  year,  out  of  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  of  Missions,  one  hundred  dollars.  This  communi- 
cation was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

A  number  of  copies  of  the  Second  Aimual  Report  of  the 
United  Foreign  Missionary  Society  were  laid  on  the  table  of 
Synod,  for  the  use  of  the  members,  and  the  said  report  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Committee  of  Overtures  reported  that  no  business  had 
been  brought  before  them. 

ARTICLE  IT. 

Correspondence, 

A  certified  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod  ol" 
the  Associate  Refonned  Church,  at  their  Session  on  the  19th  of 
May  last,  was  received,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Proudfit  was  appointed  by  that  Body  a  Commissioner  to 
attend  this  meeting  of  Synod.  The  Rev.  Dr.  •  Alexander 
Proudfit  appeared  on  the  floor  of  Synod,  and  was  invited  to  sit 
as  a  Commissioner  from  the  General  Synod  of  the  Associate 
Reformed  Church. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jacob  Brodhead  be  appointed  a 
Commissionf-r  from  (his  Svnod  to  attend  the  next  meeting:-  of 
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the  General  Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  and  that 
the  Rev.  David  Parker  be  appointed  his  secundiis. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported,  and  their  re- 
port was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  beg  leave  to  report, 

First,  that  the  resolution  of  the  last  meeting,  directing  the 
Particular  Synod  of  New- York  to  draught  and  forward  a  letter 
in  the  Dutch  language,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of 
this  Synod,  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  has  not  been  com- 
plied with  by  that  Reverend  Body,  since  on  the  minutes  of  their 
last  session,  under  the  lemma  of  correspondence,  it  is  said,  710- 
thing  occurred. 

Your  Committee  have  received  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the 
last  meeting  of  the  German  Reformed  Synod,  and  after  inspec- 
tion, they  find  nothing  on  said  minutes  claiming  the  attention  of 
this  Board.  The  said  German  Reformed  Synod  did  appoint 
Delegates  to  attend  this  Body  at  the  present  meeting.  Your 
Committee  have  received  a  friendly  and  affectionate  letter 
from  said  Delegates,  offering  an  apology  for  their  non-attend- 
ance. 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions : — 

First,  that  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  again  directed,  to  comply  with  the  resolution  of  this 
Synod  at  their  meeting  in  June,  1818,  relative  to  a  correspond- 
ence with  the  Synod  of  North  Holland. 

2d.  That  in  order  to  preserve  that  friendly  intercourse  with 
our  German  Brethren,  which  has  been  commenced  but  a 
few  years  since,  the  Reverend  Isaac  Labagh  and  Dr.  Philip 
Milledoler  as  primarii,  and  the  Rev.  Christian  Bork  and  Dr. 
John  Bassett  as  secundi,  be  the  Corresponding  Members  from 
this  Synod  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church,  to  be  held  at  Lancaster,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  first  Sunday  in  September  next. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

ISJl^C  LABAGH,  Chairman. 
2 


18  JUNE,  1819. 


ARTICLE  V. 

Synodical  Reports  on  the  State  of  the  Churches, 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  reported,  and  their 
report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  beg  leave  to  present 
the  following  Report  to  the  General  Synod — 

That,  during  the  last  year  several  of  our  candidates  have 
been  successfully  called  to  a  pastoral  charge.  Mr.  Brogun  HoJOT 
has  been  installed  over  the  First  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  in 
the  District  of  Spring  Garden,  Philadelphia  ;  Mr.  Walter  Mon- 
teith  over  the  United  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  of  f  latlands 
and  Flatbush ;  and  Mr.  Peter  Van  Zandt  over  the  Second  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church  of  Schenectady,  and  First  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  of  the  4th  Ward  of  Schenectady. 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  John  Duryea  and  Peter  Stryker,  of  the 
Classis  of  Bergen,  John  F.  Jackson  and  John  H.  Dreyer,  of  the 
Classis  of  New- York,  Henry  V.  Wyckoif,  of  the  Classis  of  Mont- 
gomery, Dr.  Andrew  Yates,  of  the  Classis  of  Albany,  and  Cor- 
nelius Bogardus,  of  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick,  continue 
without  any  regular  settlements. 

The  Rev.  Jeremiah  Romeyn,  of  the  Classis  of  Ulster,  and 
the  Rev.  Peter  Lowe,  of  the  Classis  of  Long-Island,  have  de- 
parted this  life.  During  their  last  moments  they  were  the  ex- 
pectants of  an  inheritance  "  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  that 
fadeth  not  away." 

Owing  to  a  deficiency  in  the  Reports  of  the  Particular  Synods 
of  New- York  and  Albany,  your  Committee  have  not  been 
able  satisfactorily  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  Churches,  and 
would  therefore  earnestly  recommend  to  the  several  Classes 
under  our  care  \o  be  hereafter  more  particular  on  this  subject. 
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With  respect  to  tlie  prospects  of  Zion,  your  Committee  ob- 
serve, that  although  there  is  no  happiness  without  an  interest  in 
the  righteousness  of  Jehovah  Jesus,  still  it  is  a  deplorable  fact, 
that  thousands  of  souls  within  the  bounds  of  your  jurisdiction 
are  contented  with  the  mere  deadly  cry,  "  What  shall  we  eat, 
and  what  shall  we  drink,  and  wherewithal  shall  we  be  clothed  ?" 
Among  these  transgressors  of  the  divine  law,  many,  whilst  con- 
scientiously advocating  tlie  truths  of  the  Gospel,  whilst  strictly 
attentive  upon  the  ordinances  of  the  sanctuary,  and  whilst  even 
partakers  of  the  holy  sacraments — by  their  avowed,  but  spurious, 
respect  for  Christianity,  are  vastly  more  instrumental  in  staying 
the  progress  of  vital  piety,  than  open  and  virulent  infidels.  These 
remarks  have  been  suggested  to  your  Committee  by  an  attentive 
reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  Particular  Synods  of  New- York 
and  Albany.  From  the  summary  manner  in  which  these  Sy- 
nods communicate  information,  it  appears  common  for  God's 
servants  in  the  ministry  to  indulge  in  the  lamentation,  "  Who 
hath  believed  our  report,  and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord 
revealed  ?" 

Your  Committee,  on  the  other  hand,  have  viewed  all  those  cir- 
cumstances which  have  a  direct  tendency  to  establish  and  con- 
tinue soundness  in  the  faith,  to  give  inquirers  after  salvation 
peace  of  conscience,  and,  in  a  word,  to  accelerate  that  period 
which  has  so  long  been  the  subject  of  prophecy,  when  the  ex- 
clamation from  the  rising  to  the  setting  of  the  natural  sun  shall 
be,  "  Hallelujah,  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent  reigneth." 

Among  the  circumstances  which  are  of  the  utmost  importance, 
and  which  require  our  decided  approbation,  your  Committee 
enumerate, 

1 .  The  regular  explanation  of  the  Heidelbergh  Catecliism. 

2.  The  large  accession  to  several  of  our  churches  of  sinners 
who  have  given  encouraging  and  satisfactory  evidences  of  their 
translation  from  darkness  to  light. 

3.  The  increased  attention  which  is  given  to  family  and  social 
prayer. 
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4.  The  zeal  which  is  manifested  by  the  good,  the  wealthy, 
and  the  learned,  to  increase  the  funds  of  our  Theological  School, 
as  well  as  the  funds  of  all  Bible  and  Missionary  Institutions. 

Your  Committee  conclude  with  the  prayer,  that  God  may 
abundantly  water  that  vine  which  His  own  right  hand  hath 
planted,  and  from  it  may  there  daily  be  issuing  branches  that 
shall  bring  forth  much  fruit  to  his  declarative  honour. 

The  Statistical  Tables  accompany  this  Report. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  BRODHEtiDf  Chairman. 
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PARTICULAR   Srj\*OD    OF  JSTEWrORK 
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CLASSIS  OF  NEW-YORK. 


Census. 

Communicants. 

Bapt. 

Rec 

d. 

CHURCHES. 

PASTORS. 

'^.: 

-^  .2 

•2  o 

^ 

■^Q 

^  o 

• 

g 

4i 

1 
o 

S 

o 

1 
8 

o 

1 

1 

20 

q 

is 

i 

New-York           < 

Dr.  G.  A.  Kuypers 

Dr.  P.  Milledoler 
Paschal  N.  Strong 

343 

1699 

903 

31 

19 

12 

1 

10 

930 

5 

89 

John  Knox 

Garden-street 

Jas.  M.  Mathews 

180 

9S0 

151 

28 

7 

1 

1 

184 

18 

70 

Brooklyn 

Selah  S.  Woodhull 

152 

760 

132 

3 

6 

1 

140 

German  Reformed 

Isaac  Labagh 

18» 

564 

213 

] 

9 

6 

217 

51 

Norlhwest  Church 

Christian  Bork 

231 

696 

541 

28 

11 

8 

8 

564 

9U 

Greenwich 

Stephen  N.  Rowan 

164 

6 

11 

5 

3 

12 

Bloomingdale 

Dr.  Alexr.  Gunn 

36 

6 

6 

3 

1 

44 

16 

Haerlem 

C.  C.  Vemieule 

59 

1 

1 

1 

52 

6 

Tarrytown 

Thos.  G.  Smith 

Courtlandt-town 

Abraham  Hoffman 

*  There  are  manifest  errors  in  these  reports,  probably  typographical ;  they  are  fotJnd, 
as  they  arc  here  printed,  in  the  printed  Minutes  of  the  Particillar  Syno^*- 
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CLASSIS  OF  LONG-ISLAND. 


Census. 

Communicants.                j   Bapt. 

S  ^ 

Rec'd. 

.?i  S 

■ 

.?.  ^- 

CHURCHES 

PASTORS. 

■^  a. 

1 
S 

o 
15 

s 
O 

1 

1 
2 

a. 

5:^ 
1 

?;  S 

li 

197 

"3 

-a 

4 

3 

1 

Staten-Island 

Peter  I.  Van  Pelt 

201 

99fi 

182 

43 

New  Utrecht 

John  Beattie 

93 

90 

15 

Gravesend 

M.  Schoonmaker 

60 

488 

59 

2 

1      60 

1 

15 

Flatlands 
Flatbush 

Walter  Monteith     j 

Bushwick 

Dr.  John  Bassett 

82 

58G 

76 

2 

4 

63 

19 

Newtown 

! 

J.  Schoonmaker  &  ) 
Z.  H.  Kuvpers    > 

88 

540 

87 

5 

1 

91 

11 

Jamaica 

110 

670 

92 

13 

1 

1 

105 

25 

Success 

(1 

David  S.  Bogart&> 
Z.  H.  Ku}  pers    J 

Ojster-Bay 

CLASSIS  OF  NEW-BRUNSWICK. 


ceo... 

Communicajitf:. 

Bapt. 

RecM. 

s  •»: 

CHURCHES. 

PASTORS. 

|1 

5  ic 

'S  0 

il 

s 

S 

e-' 

"§ 

■53 

"1 

-« 

8  ^ 

« 

.2 

8 

^^~ 

sa 

-^  a. 

6 

0 

'^ 

3 

q 

5  0 

PS  u 

1 

New-Brunswick 

John  Ludlow 

Raritan 

J.  S.  Vredenburgh 

160 

12 

12 

9 

1 

1 

173 

3 

52 

Six  Mile  Run 

James  S.  Cannon 

142!  852 

160 

15 

1 

1 

155 

5 

22 

Hillsborough 

John  L.  Zabriskie 

95 

600 

19 

5 

4 

2 

1 

150 

3 

22 

Bedminster 

C.  Hardenbergh 

168 

1150 

136 

4 

3 

2 

3 

2 

140 

29 

Middletown  arid) 
Freehold         J 

Benjamin    Dubois 
Samuel  A.  Van 
Vranken 

Walpeck 

James  G.  Force 

212 

42 

2 

44 

33 

Rockaway   and  i 

Rockaway  in  > 

Jacob  1.  Schultz 

Lebanon           3 

Minisink    and     ) 
Mahakimack   ) 

Cornelius  C.  Eltioge 

140 
115 

821 
764 

59 
105 

32 
16 

1 

4 

2 
5 

1 

1 

89 
119 

8 
3 

18 

30 

Stillwater 

77 

21 

Clove 
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CLASSIS  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


Census. 

CorTiinuDicants.                 1    Bapt. 

, 

R*cM. 

S  "t^ 

jj 

CHURCHES. 

PASTORS. 

^1 

SP- 
SS 

O 

S 
O 

•^ 

o 

1 

1 

^ 

2 
^ 

s 

1 

IstRef.  Du.  Ch.,| 
of  Philadelphia ' 

Dr.  J.  Brodhead 

280 

402 

43 

9 

13 

2 

2 

437 

11 

48 

2d  ditto    ditto 

David  Parker 

103 

9 

12 

8 

2 

67 

6 

1st  Ref.  Du.  Ch.  i 

in  the  district  of  > 

Brogun  Hoff 

50 

16 

8 

2 

26 

Spring  Garden  ) 

North  Branch 

Peter  Studdiford 

225 

170 

9 

1 

178 

Harlingen    and  ) 
Shannack         ^ 

Wm.  R.  Smith       ) 
Peter  Labagh          J 

155 

167 

13 

2 

3 

1 

178 

1 

25 

North  and  South  > 
Hampton         J 

Jacob  Larzalere 

125 

70 

67 

12 

CLASSIS  OF  BERGENe 


Census. 

CommuDicants. 

Bapt. 

Rec'd. 

CHURCHES. 

PASTORS. 

o 

S 
O 

79 

s 

o 

7 

1 
3 

1 

4 

=■•3 
5  s 

s  s 
~<.  s 

11 
220 

12 

s 

1 

Bergen 

John  Cornelison 

164 

660 

141 

52 

Hackinsack         ) 
Schraalenburgh  y 

J.  V.  C.  Romeyn      ; 

105 

432 

102 

10 

4 

111 

22 

153 

584 

168 

12 

2 

3 

180 

1 

20 

Belleville 

Staats  Van  Santvoord 

100 

605 

70 

6 

3 

1 

2 

79 

3U 

E.  Neighbourhood 

C.  T.  Demarest 

142 

820 

72 

10 

1 

3 

] 

80 

1 

23 

Pompton 

Jacob  T.  Field 

141 

59 

35 

5 

4 

7 

63 

1 

50 

Pompton  Plains  > 

Fairfield               >', 

Ava  Neal 

170 

165 

1100 

950 

102 

60 

13 
11 

7 

2 

7 

2 

113 

69 

42 
36 

Ponds 

John  Demare«t 

140 

805 

105 

2 

9 

2 

100 

32 

Stone-house  Plains 

116 

665 

50 

3 

1 

1 

50 

20 

Montville 

Preakness 

Newfoundland 

u 


JUNE,    1819. 


GLASSIS  OF  PARAMUS. 


Census. 

Communicants.                i   B&pt. 

^     .    Rec'd. 

CHURCHES. 

PASTORS. 

II 
It 
1  8 

t 
<5 

1 

■^ 
^ 

S  s 

II 

1 

j3 

f 

Hackinsack 
Schraalenburgh  ', 

Dr.  S.  Fraeligh 

109 

897 

120 

24 

1 

5 

2 

138 

16 

120 

980 

200 

30 

5 

2 

1 

2 

230 

27 

Tappan                ) 
New  Hempstead  5 

Nicholas  Lansing 

160 
211 

784 
922 

203 
184 

2 
25 

1 
4 

1 

2 
5 

204 
207 

33 
38 

Paramus              1 
Totawa               J 

W.  Eltinge 

170 

1024 

178 

4 

4 

3 

175 

30 

150 

1030 

67 

7 

4 

3 

4 

71 

39 

Aquackenunck 

Peter  D.  Fraeligh 

240 

1200 

98 

14 

3 

1 

114 

44 

Hempstead          ) 
Ramapo              ) 

James  D.  Demares 

122 

615 

123 

4 

2 

1 

128 

20 

FARTICULAR  SF.YOD  OF  JiLBA^N'T, 


CLASSIS  OF  POUGHKEEPSIE. 


CHURCHES. 


Poughkeepsie 
Hopewell  > 

NewHackensacki 
St.  John  } 

Linlithgow  ) 

Kingston 

Greenbush  and  > 
Tackhanack    ) 
Hyde-Park 
Rhincbeck 
FishkiU 
Redhook 


PASTORS. 


'I 


C.  C.  Cuyler 
Thomas  De  Witt     ! 

A.  N.  Kittle  I 

John  Gosman 

H.,Vedder 

P.  S.  Wynkoop 
William  iW'Murray 
C.  D.  Westbrook 


300  1900 

95 
105 

83 
109 
208  i  1750 

270 

63 


CommunicantB. 


Bapt- 


S  f^ 


316 

115 

98 

85 

75 

335 

175 

23 


Rec 

d. 

1 

1 

<! 

a 
0 

^ 

6 

2 

1 

6 

1 

8 

5 

4 

2 

15 

1 

2 

10 

6 

2 

9 

12 

1 

1 

2  1 


5n 


313 
116 
•103 
91 
86 
346 

184 

35 


25 
8 
9 
12 
21 
38 

25 

10 
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CLASSIS  OF  ULSTER. 


Census. 

Communicants. 

Bapt. 

Rtc'd. 

„  s 

o  "S 



s   . 

CHURCHES. 

PASTORS. 

11 

1^ 

i! 

1 

1 

1 

a. 

■TS 

§•2 

ii 

^f^ 

^a 

^^X 

s 

s 

2 

1 

S 

1 

305 

7 

1 

Montgomery 

Jesse  Fonda 

279 

1763 

33 

8 

74 

New-Paltz           ) 
New-Hurley        J 

Wm.  R.  Bogardus 

'. 

;• 

204 
154 

1228 
896 

16 

7 

4 

1 

4 

2 

77 
66 

2 

53 

36 

Shawngunck       ) 
New -Prospect     \ 

A.  D.  Wilson 

240 
73 

1550^ 
439 

117 

17 
3 

1 

137 
47 

1 

55 
15 

Rochester             i 

i 

232 

1624 

73 

1 

2 

74 

Warwarsing        > 

J.  Murphy 

] 

153 

1064 

56 

1 

57 

Clove                   ) 

f 

98 

585 

21 

11 

32 

Marbletown         S 

S 
) 

200 

1500 

70 

8 

1 

1 

1 

77 

40 

Hurley                 > 

J.  H.  Carle 

36 

272 

51 

2 

53 

5 

Ashokan               ) 

63 

431 

62 

4 

1 

65 

25 

Flatbush 

P.  A.  Overbagh 

26 

95 

3 

42 

Sangerties 

H.  Ostrander 

200 

1200 

152 

10 

1 

2 

161 

37 

Catskill 

I.  N.  Wyckoff 

183 

1147 

21 

2 

1 

4 

130 

16 

Esopus,    Neversink,    Mamakotting,    Bloomingdale,  Middletown,   Beaverdam,  and 
Woodstock — JYo  Pastors — J\''o  Reports. 


CLASSIS  OF  MONTGOMERY. 


CHURCHES. 


Caughnawaga 

Florida 

Herkimer 

(ierman-Flats 

Westerlo 

Middletown 

Middleburgh 

Johnstown 

Mavfield 


PASTORS. 


CO 

i| 


Abraham  Van  Home 
Winslow  Paige 

John  P.  Spinner      < 

John  C.  Toll  \ 

J.  F.  Schermerhorn 
Albert  Amerman    \ 


5>  So 


200 

250 

142 

177 

60 

64 

80 

65 

83 


1000 


CommunicaDts, 


11 


224 
126 
342 
292 
60 


% 


^ 


224 

127 

329 

226 

69 

86 

90 

21 

105 


Bapt. 


26 
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CLASSIS  OF  ALBANY. 


CHURCHES. 


Albany 
2d  Church  do 
Coxsackie 
Boght  ) 

Washington  and  > 
Gibbonville  ) 

Bethlehem  ) 

Coeymans  ) 

Schenectady 
Heidelberg-  ) 

Salem  / 

Jerusalem  j 

Niskeuna  ) 

Amity  S 

2d  C'h.  Schenec-  i 
tady,  1st  Ch.  > 
4th  ward  do.    ) 
Basic 
Beaverdam 


PASTORS. 


J.  M.  Bradford,  D.D. 

J.  De  Witt 

G.  R.  Livingston 

Robert  Bronk 

Samuel  Kissam        } 
Jacob  Van  Vechten 


H.  Van  Huyseu 
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R.  A.  ^Vestervelt 

ARTICLE  VI. 


Sijnodical  Appeals, 


The  following  appeal  from  a  decision  oi  the  Particular 
Synod  of  New- York  was  received  from  the  Classis  of  New- 
York,  viz: 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  to  meet 
in  Albany  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  June,  1819. 

The  Classis  of  New- York  do  hereby  appeal  from  a  decision 
of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York,  which  is  in  the  words 
following,  viz :  "  Whereas  it  does  appear  to  this  Synod,  that 
the  pastoral  connexion  between  the  Rev.  Stephen  N.  Rowan 
and  his  Congregation  cannot  be  any  longer  maintained,  consist- 
ently with  the  interest  of  Religion  and  the  Church,  it  is  herebj^ 
resolved,  That  said  connexion  ought  to  be  dissolved ;  and  the 
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Classis  of  New-York  are  hereby  directed  to  take  measures  to 
effect  such  dissolution  in  a  regular  and  constitutional  manner." 

From  this  decision  the  Classis  appeal,  and  because  of  the  fol- 
lowing reason — 

The  General  Synod,  in  1809,  passed  the  following  act; 
"  Resolved,  That  the  resolution  passed  in  General  Synod  of 
1806,  dissolving  the  connexion  between  Ministers  and  their  Con- 
gregations, on  the  principle  of  expediency,  though  one  of  the 
parties  be  averse  to  such  dissolution,  be  repealed ;  because  un- 
constitutional, and  of  an  evil  tendency ;  calculated  to  foster 
strife  in  Congregations,  to  encourage  worldly-minded  professors. 
to  excite  animosities  in  a  Church  against  Ministers,  and  repug- 
nant to  the  practice  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  all 
ages." 

By  this  act,  the  Classis  deem  themselves  prohibited  from  dis- 
solving the  pastoral  connexion  between  the  Rev.  S.  N.  Rowan 
and  his  Congregation,  which  they  trust  will  appear  from  the 
following  statements : 

1 .  No  other  reason  for  the  dissolution  than  that  of  expedien- 
cy was  ever  laid  before  Classis  in  such  way,  that,  in  their 
judgment,  they  could  act  upon  it ;  and  no  other  reason  is  men- 
tioned by  Particular  Synod  in  their  resolution,  directing  the 
dissolution  of  the  connexion.  This  will  appear  from  the 
minutes  of  Particular  Synod  and  of  Classis. 

2.  The  Classis  have  never  had  before  them  the  consent  of 
more  than  one  party  to  the  dissolution  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
one  of  the  parties,  viz.  the  Rev.  Stephen  N.  Rowan,  has  uni- 
formly, before  Classis,  expressed  and  urged  his  aversion  and 
opposition  to  the  measure.  This  will  appear  from  the  minutes 
of  Classis,  and  the  documents  referred  to  therein,  all  which 
were  submitted  to  Particular  Synod. 

The  Classis  add, 

3.  Not  only  has  the  Rev.  Stephen  N.  Rowan  thus  expressed 
before  Classis  his  aversion  and  opposition  to  the  measure,  but, 
as  far  as  it  appears  from  documents  laid  before  Classis,  a  ma- 
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jority  of  members  in  the  Church  at  Greenwich  are  earnestly 
desirous  that  Mr.  Rowan  should  continue  as  their  Pastor. 

As  the  Classis  deem  the  above  recited  decision  of  Particular 
Synod  to  be  contrary  to  the  above  recited  act  of  General  Synod, 
said  Classis  do  now,  and  hereby,  lay  their  appeal  before  the 
General  Synod  ;  and  request,  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Milledoler 
and  the  Rev.  James  M.  Mathews  be  heard  as  their  Commissioners 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  same,  or  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander 
Gunn  and  the  Rev.  John  Knox,  to  act  in  the  place  of  the  above 
Jtamed  Commissioners,  in  case  they  should  not  be  present. 

A  true  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Classis  of  New- 
York. 

PASCHJIL  jr.  STROJ^G,  Stated  Clerk, 

.Yezv-York,  19th  May,  1819. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the 
said  appeal ;  and  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander  Gunn  and  James 
M.  Mathews,  two  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Clas- 
sis of  New- York,  be  accredited,  and  heard  upon  the  said  appeal. 

The  Synod  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  said  Commissioners, 
in  favour  of  the  appeal  of  the  Classis,  and  to  hear  the  only  mem- 
ber of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York  at  their  last  meeting, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  General  Synod,  in  support  of  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Particular  Synod  ;  also  to  hear  all  the  papers  which 
were  produced  in  relation  to  the  case.  Synod  then  resolved, 
that  all  those  members  of  the  Classis  of  New- York,  and  of  the 
Particular  Synod  of  New- York,  who  have  already  voted  on  the 
subject  under  consideration,  be  excluded  from  the  privilege  of 
voting  on  it  now. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded,  that  Synod  adopt  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  the  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  New- York,  now 
before  this  Synod,  be  not  sustained ;  and  the  question  being 
taken  on  this  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative^  The 
votes  were  as  follows : 
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Yeas — Staats  Van  Santvoord,  Peter  S.  Wynkoop,  Andrew  N. 
Kittle,  Jacob  Sickles,  Stephen  Ostrander,  Ralph  A.  Westervelt, 
Solomon  Fraeligh,  Peter  A.  Overbagh,  Henry  V.  Wyckoff,  Sebe 
Brinkerhoff,  Cornelius  Van  Vliet,  Philip  Pitcher,  Evert  Van 
Allen,  Frederick  Berenger,  Jacob  L,  V^eelie,  Jonathan  Meyer,  and 
Cornelius  A.  Blauvelt,  17. 

JVays — Samuel  A.  Van  Vranken,  Walter  Monteith,  John  Beattie, 
Jacob  Brodhead,  Thomas  De  Witt,  Samuel  Kissam,  Jesse  Fonda, 
James  Murphy,  Nicholas  I.  Marselus,  Albert  Amerman,  Isaiah  Y. 
Johnston,  John  L.  Zabriskie,  James  D.  Demarest,  John  F.  Scher- 
merhorn,  Jeremiah  Johnson,  Joseph  Van  Winkle,  Ares  Vanderbilt, 
Maus  Schermerhorn,  David  Burhans,  Andries  Witbeck,  Garrit  I. 
Lansing,  Isaac  Heyer,  James  Schureman,  and  Adam  Dickerson,  24. 

Synod  then  resolved,  that  the  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  New- 
York,  from  the  decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York, 
be  sustained,  and  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Particular  Synod, 
in  the  premises,  be  reversed, 

A  memorial  was  received  from  the  Consistory  of  the  Church 
of  Greenwich  addressed  to  this  Synod,  praying  this  Synod  to 
receive  and  consider  another  memorial  addressed  to  the  Parti- 
cular Synod  of  New-York,  but  which,  in  consequence  of  that 
body  having  failed  to  form  a  quorum  at  the  time  at  which  they 
were  called  to  meet,  could  not  be  laid  before  that  body.  The 
said  memorial  contained  a  prayer  that  the  subjects  of  the  appeal 
of  the  Consistory,  as  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  the  Particular 
Synod  of  New- York  at  their  last  stated  meeting,  should  be  con- 
sidered and  decided  on. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  will  grant  the  prayer  of  the  said 
memorial,  and  proceed  to  consider  and  decide  on  the  said  ap- 
peal. Resolved,  that  Messrs.  Peter  H.  Wendover  and  Abraham 
Labagh,  be  accredited  as  Commissioners  from  the  Consistory 
of  the  Church  of  Greenwich  to  this  Synod.  The  Rev.  James 
M.  Mathews,  and  Dr.  Alexander  Gunn,  were  accredite.d  as 
Commissioners  from  the  Classis  of  New- York. 

Synod  heard  all  these  Commissioners  in  the  premises,  and 
attended  to  all  the  documents  they  produced,  and  to  the  minutes 
of  the  Classis  of  New- York  in  the  case.  It  was  then  Resolved, 
that  the  parties  in  this  ease  be  excluded  from  dehberating  and 
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voting ;  and  that  the  members  of  Synod  from  the  Classis  of 
New- York,  who  have  already  voted  in  this  case,  and  the  Rev. 
Stephen  N.  Rowan,  be  considered  as  parties. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded,  that  the  Synod  adopt  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  appeal  of  the  Consistory  of  Greenwich^ 
from  the  decision  of  the  Classis  of  New- York,  in  relation  to  the 
first  charge  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rowan,  against  the  Con- 
sistory of  Greenwich,  which  decision  is — '"''Resolved,  That  Mr, 
Rowan's  Jirst  charge,  in  the  words  follozoing,  viz. :  '  With  the 
violation  of  a  pledge  given  to  him  and  the  congregation,  that  what- 
ever additional  sum  should  be  given  by  the  congregation  for 
raising  his  salary  above  ^1500  in  the  year  1816,  should  be  given 
to  him  to  the  extent  of  ^2500,'  "  is  proved," — be  and  hereby  is 
sustained — Which  resolution  was  lost,  and  the  said  appeal  was 
not  sustained. 

The  following  resolution  was  moved  and  seconded : 

Resolved,  That  the  appeal  of  the  Consistory  of  Greenwich, 
from  the  decision  of  the  Classis  of  New- York,  in  relation  to  the 
second  charge  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rowan  against  the  Con- 
sistory of  Greenwich,  which  decision  is—"  Resolved,  That  his 
(jMr.  Rowan'' s)  second  charge,  being  in  the  words  following,  viz. : 
'  With  unkindness,  cruelty,  and  injustice,  in  their  vote,  refusing  to 
add  $350  to  his  original  salary  of  $1150,  for  the  year  ending 
October,  1818,'  "is  proved,"— be  and  hereby  is  sustained — 
Which  resolution  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  votes 
were  as  follows : 

Yeai — Samuel  A.  Van  Vranken,  Walter  Monteith,  Peter  Labao-h, 
Andrew  N.  Kittle,  Jacob  Sickles,  Stephen  Ostrander,  Ralph  A. 
Westervelt,  Peter  A.  Orerbagh,  John  Bassett,  Henry  V.  Wyckoff, 
John  L.  Zabriskie,  James  D.  Demarest,  John  F.  Schermerborn 
Joseph  Van  Winkle,  Sebe  Brinkerhoff,  Cornelius  Van  VHet,  Philip 
Pitcher,  Volkert  D.  Ooth(^t,  Jonathan  Meyer,  19. 

KaijS — John  Beattie,  Jacob  Brodhead,  Thomas  De  Witt,  Samuel 
Kissam,  Jesse  Fonda,  James  Murph}',  Isaiah  Y.  Johnston,  Robert 
Bronk,  Jeremiah  Johnson,  Ares  Vanderbilt,  Maus  Schermerborn 
J«aac  Hever,  James  Schureman,  Adam  Dickerson,  14. 
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The  following  resolution  was  moved  and  seconded : 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  do  now  sustain  the  appeal  of  the 
Consistory  of  Greenwich,  from  a  decision  of  the  Classis  of  New- 
York,  which  is  as  follows, — "  In  relation  to  the  appeal  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Rowan  from  a  decision  of  the  Consistory  of  Greenwich, 
not  to  transmit  a  memorial  in  his  favour  to  Classis,  it  was  resolved 
hy  the  Classis,  that  the  said  appeal  be,  and  hereby  is  sustained,^^ — 
which  resolution  was  decided  by  Synod  in  the  affirmative. 

The  following  resolution  was  moved  and  seconded: 

Resolved,  That  the  appeal  of  the  Consistory  of  Greenwich, 
from  a  decision  of  the  Classis  of  New- York,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows,— "  Resolved,  that  as  no  evidence  has  been  produced  to  sub- 
stantiate the  charges  of  the  Consistory  against  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Rowan,  this  Classis  consider  said  charges  unfounded ;  arid  also 
declare,  that  he  has  fully  exonerated  himself  from  those  charges 
in  which  the  onus  probandi  must  ultimately  rest  upon  him,''^ — be 
NOT  sustained;  which  resolution  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Synodical  References, 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  reported,  and  their 
report  was  accepted,  and  i=  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  report,  That  they  have 
examined  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synods  of  New- York 
and  Albany,  and  find  nothing  which  claims  the  attention  of  this 
body,  save  a  petition  from  the  Classis  of  Albany,  in  which  the 
Particular  Synod  of  Albany  concur,  relative  to  certain  con- 
templated regulations  to  be  adopted  by  General  Synod,  regard- 
ing the  students  of  our  Theological  Seminary:  which  petition 
we  respectfully  refer  to  the  wise  consitleration  of  Synod. 

JOHJ^  BEATTIE, 

STJLJLTS  FeiJV  SJU^TVOORB, 

SEBE  BRIJ^KERHOFF. 
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The  above  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pro- 
fessorate. 

A  reference  was  received  from  the  Classis  of  New- York,  in 
relation  to  their  decisions  concerning  the  Consistory  of  Green- 
wich, and  concerning  several  points  of  controversy  between 
the  said  Consistory  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rowan ;  in  which  refer- 
ence, the  Classis  request  of  the  General  Synod  advice,  or  a 
final  decision  on  the  whole  of  the  subjects  to  which  it  relates ; 
which  was  committed  to  a  select  Committee,  consisting  of  the 
Rev.  Jesse  Fonda,  Peter  Labagh,  and  John  F.  Schermerhorn, 
and  the  Elders,  Messrs.  James  Schureman,  and  Volkert  D. 
Oothout. 

A  paper  purporting  to  be  a  plea  of  the  Consistory  of  Green- 
wich, in  relation  to  some  of  the  subjects  of  the  above  reference, 
was  received,  which  was  committed  to  the  same  Committee. 
Resolved,  that  the  said  Committee  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers. 

Sundry  papers  were  handed  in,  and  referred  to  the  said  Com- 
mittee. 

This  Committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and 
is  as  follows : 

The  special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  reference 
from  the  Classis  of  New- York,  and  other  papers  relating  to  the 
subjects  of  said  reference,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report — 

That  after  a  patient,  and  as  they  trust,  a  candid  and  full  exa^ 
mination  of  the  matters  embraced  in  said  reference,  as  well  as 
others  connected  with  them,  they  find — 

That  General  Synod  has  already  decided  that  the  pledge 
given  by  the  Consistory  of  the  Church  of  Greenwich,  has  been 
violated ;  and  that  the  Consistory  have  failed  to  prove  the  charges 
made  by  them  against  their  Pastor,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rowan: — 
And  also,  that  the  charge  of  unkindness,  cruelty,  and  injustice, 
preferred  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rowan,  against  his  Consistory,  was 
unwarrantable ;  and  that  his  conduct  in  taking  an  appeal  from 
a  decision  of  his  Consistory,  in  relation  to  a  certain  memorial, 
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was  contrary  to  the  rules  and  usages  of  the  Reformed  Datch 
Church. 

Your  Committee  therefore  consider  it  improper  to  interfere 
in  the  above  decisions,  and  leave  the  respective  parties  under 
the  disapprobation  expressed  in  such  decisions  of  Synod,  of  their 
conduct  in  the  points  specified. 

And  your  Committee  further  report,  that  they  have  examined 
the  other  subjects  stated  in  the  reference,  as  well  as  the  plea 
of  the  Consistory  of  Greenwich  in  reply  :  and  that  they  deem  it 
inexpedient  to  express  an  opinion  on  them,  and  regret  that  the 
Classis  of  New- York  have  noticed  as  serious  evils,  what  in  con- 
sequence of  the  infirmities  of  our  nature,  are  almost  inevitable 
results  of  such  a  state  of  things  as  that  which  has  obtained  m 
the  Church  of  Greenwich :  and  your  Committee  here  beg  leave 
to  express  their  further  regret,  that  the  Classis  of  New-York^ 
after  granting  a  commendable  indulgence  from  time  to  time,  to 
the  Consistory  of  Greenwich  in  coming  to  trial,  did  not  delay 
the  final  investigation  of  the  matters  in  controversy,  until  the 
middle  of  March,  agreeably  to  the  request  of  Consistory. 

To  conclude,  your  Committee,  from  a  review  of  the  whole 
controversy,  are  induced  to  cherish  a  hope  that  reconciliatien  is 
not  yet  impossible ;  and  that  it  would  be  proper  in  General 
Synod,  and  they  beg  leave  to  recommend  it,  to  make  a  solemn 
and  final  effort  to  secure  in  this  case  the  blessings  promised  to 
peace-makers,  by  appointing  a  Committee  consisting  of  three 
Ministers  and  two  Elders  to  visit  the  Congregation  of  Green- 
wich  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  by  their  sermons,  their  exhor- 
tations, and  their  prayers,  to  beseech  them  to  be  reconciled ; 
and  to  exercise  towards  each  other  that  forgiveness  which,  as 
professors  of  religion,  they  hope  God  has  for  Christ's  sake 
exercised  towards  them :  and  in  case  said  Committee  should 
be  unable  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  object,  they  be  in- 
structed to  suggest  to  the  Classis  of  New- York  whatever 
measures  they  may  deem  necessary  to  the  prosperity  of  that 
Church,  and  the  comfort  and  usefulness  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rowan ; 
to  which  suggestions  the  Classis  of  New- York  are  requested  to 
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pay  that  respectful  attention  due  to  the  agents  of  General 

Synod. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JESSE  FOJ^DA,  Chairman, 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jacob  Brodhead,  Jesse  Fonda, 
and  Isaiah  Y.  Johnston,  and  the  Elders,  Messrs.  Cornelius  A. 
Blauvelt,  and  Peter  Wyckoff,  be  the  Committee  referred  to 
in  the  above  report,  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  draw  on  the 
Treasurer  for  their  expenses. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

Grievances. 

The  Committee  on  Gravamina  reported  that  nothing  had 
rome  before  them  requiring  the  attention  of  General  Synod. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Church  Government. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  X. 

Doctrines  and  Morals. 
!^othing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

Customs  and  Usages^ 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

Schools  and  Christian  Education^ 
Nothing  occurred. 
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from  that  country,  in  which  "  the  desolate  places"  are  so  nu- 
merous, and  in  which  so  many  souls  are  crying,  "  Come  over 
and  help  us."  It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  contemplated  removal  of  the  Rev.  Cornelius 
Schermerhorn  into  Canada,  and  of  the  disposition  which 
one  or  more  ministers  of  the  Presbyterian  order  have  mani- 
fested to  connect  themselves  with  our  Church,  that  a  Classis 
might  be  organized  in  that  country.  With  a  view  to  this  im- 
portant object  your  Committee  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tions : — 

Resolved,  That  it  be  again  recommended  to  Mr.  Abner 
Wright,  to  apply  to  the  Classis  of  Albany  for  examination,  and 
that  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  inform  him  of  the  pleasure 
with  which  Synod  would  view  him  as  a  regular  licentiate  in  the 
service  of  the  Church. 

Resolved,  That  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  be  directed 
to  take  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  to  organize  a 
Classis  in  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada. 

2.  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Committee  of  Mis- 
sions. From  their  report  it  appears,  that  the  Treasurer  holds 
in  his  hands  a  balance  of  482  dollars  83  cents.  Attached  to 
this  report  is  a  request  of  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Willett,  not  to 
be  reappointed  to  that  office.  On  this  request  your  Commit- 
tee judge  it  to  be  inexpedient  for  Synod  to  act,  as  Mr.  Willett 
has  received  his  appointment  of  Treasurer  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Missions,  to  whom  alone  it  properly  belongs  to  accept 
his  resignation. 

3.  In  relation  to  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Cornelius  Bogardus, 
your  Committee  beg  leave  to  state  to  Synod,  that  the 
Female  Missionary  Society  of  Haerlem,  composed  principally 
of  members  in  communion  with  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
have  engaged  said  candidate  to  serve  as  a  missionary  during 
the  present  summer  and  a  portion  of  the  ensuing  autumn,  in 
certain  parts  (5f  the  state  of  New-York,  where  it  is  probable, 
that  he  might  be  more  useful  if  qualified  to  administer  the  or- 
dinances and  to  organize  Churches ;  and  with  a  view  to  such 
greater  usefulness  have  applied  for  his  ordination.    It  is  i.m- 


JUNE,  1818.  37 

possible  for  your  Committee  to  regard  with  indifference  the 
piety  and  zeal  which  this  application  discovers.  They  highly 
applaud  the  efforts  which  the  Missionary  Society  of  Haerlem 
are  making  to  extend  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel,  and  hope 
that  their  pious  example  will  be  imitated  by  pious  females  ia 
all  our  congregations.  With  a  view  therefore  to  encourage 
the  work  of  missions  by  societies  formed  in  our  own  Church, 
and  at  the  same  time  not  to  injure  the  Gospel  ministry  by  pre- 
cipitate ordination,  your  Committee  recommend  to  Synod 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: — 

Mesolved,  That  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick  be  directed  to 
convene  as  early  as  may  be,  to  examine  the  candidate,  Mr. 
Cornelius  Bogardus,  and  if  on  such  examination  they  shall 
find  said  candidate  qualified,  to  ordain  him  to  the  Gospel 
Ministry. 

4.  Your  Committee  have  also  had  referred  to  their  con- 
sideration the  first  annual  report  of  the  United  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society,  exhibiting  a  statement  of  their  transactions 
during  the  past  year,  and  submitting  to  the  decision  of  this 
Synod  some  alterations  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Society,  pro- 
posed by  the  Board  of  Managers.  On  this  subject  of  reference 
your  Committee  would  recommend  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  earnestly  recommend  this  institu- 
tion to  the  patronage  and  support  of  the  several  Judicatures 
and  congregations  under  their  care. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  do  approve  all  the  amendments 
of  the  Constitution  suggested  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  ex- 
cepting the  second,  which  they  consider  to  be  improper  and 
dangerous. 

5.  Your  Committee  have  examined  the  documents,  certify- 
ing that  the  Rev.  John  Duryea  has  organized  two  Churches 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  and  on  in- 
quiry find  that  these  documents  are  intended  by  Mr.  Uuryea 
to  support  an  application  which  he  now  makes  for  pecuniary 
aid.  Your  Committee  hope,  that  Synod  will  not  countenance, 
in  future,  any  application  for  monies  as  a  compensation  for 
Missionary   labours    undertaken    without  the  knowledge  and 
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New-Brunswick,  November  4tfe,  18 18. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  Committee  of  General  Synod,  and  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  College,  in  order  to  adjust 
and  ascertain  the  interest  on  the  monies  of  the  Professoral 
Fund  which  have  not  been  loaned  by  the  said  Trustees  to  indi- 
viduals on  bond  and  mortgage,  it  is  ascertained  and  agreed  that 
the  said  interest  money  amounts  to  the  sum  of  eleven  hundred 
and  seventy-two  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents,  on  the  first  day 
of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

S.    S.    WoODHULL,  ^  Committee 

Isaac   HeVER,  >     General 

G.  B.  Vroom,  )    ^'^^"<"'- 

JaS.   SchUREMAN,  ^  Committee 

Staats  Van  Deursen,>    Qwcen'* 
Wm.  p.  Deare,  )    ^'«"«^«- 

Your  Committee  have  since  addressed  a  communication  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Queen's  College,  requesting  the  pay- 
ment of  the  above-mentioned  amount  of  interest,  in  order  that 
your  Committee  might  obey  the  direction  of  General  Synod, 
and  pay  such  amount  into  the  Treasury  of  Synod,  or  invest  the 
same  in  some  pubHc  stock.  But  to  this  communication,  your 
Committee  have  received  no  answer,  and  they  respectfully 
suggest  that  the  Synod  now  take  the  business  into  their  own 
hands,  and  adopt  such  measures  as  may  appear  proper  and 
necessary. 

All  which  is  submitted, 

S.  S.  WOOBHULL, 
ISAAC  REFER, 
G.  £.  VROOM. 

Mis-York,  May  29,  1819. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

Professorate. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  in- 
forming Synod  that  he  still  declines  accepting  the  oflice  of 
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Professor  of  Biblical  Literature  and  Ecclesiastical  History  in 
the  Theological  College. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  do  now  proceed  to  appoint  another 
person  as  Professor. 

Resolved,  That  the  Professor  now  to  be  appointed,  or  any 
Professor  who  may  hereafter  be  appointed  by  this  Synod,  shall 
hold  no  Pastoral  charge. 

A  number  of  candidates  were  then  nominated  for  the  Pro- 
fessorship, 

On  the  same  day  the  Synod  proceeded  by  ballot  to  reduce 
that  nomination  to  tA;vo ;  and  on  the  next  day,  the  Synod  pro- 
ceeded of  these  two  to  elect  the  Professor. 

On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  Rev.  JOHN 
LUDLOW  was  elected  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature  and 
Ecclesiastical  History  in  the  Theological  College. 

Resolved,  That  the  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature  and  Ec- 
clesiastical History  be  inaugurated  into  his  office  in  the  Dutch 
Church  at  New-Brunswick,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  September 
next,  at  1 1  o'clock,  A.  M. :  and  that,  in  addition  to  the  inau- 
gural address  to  be  delivered  on  that  occasion  by  the  Professor, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Milledoler  be  and  he  hereby  is  appointed 
to  preside  and  deliver  a  Sermon,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  M. 
Bradford  to  deliver  a  charge  to  the  Professor ;  that  the  Rev. 
Cornelius  C.  Cuyler  be  appointed  as  secundus  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Philip  Milledoler,  and  the  Rev.  John  De  Witt  as  secundus  to 
the  Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  appointed  to 
purchase  books  for  the  Theological  College,  by  which  it  ap- 
pears that  they  have  purchased  books  to  the  amount  of  ^391  85, 
which  are  in  the  city  of  New- York,  subject  to  the  order  of 
General  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be  continued,  and  that 
the  sum  of  ^200  be  placed  at  their  disposal  for  the  purchase  of 
books  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  transmit  to  New-Bruns- 
wick the  books  they  have  purchased,  and  may  hereafter  pur- 
chase. 
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The  Committees  appointed  to  form  Cent  Societies,  and  to 
solicit  donations  and  subscriptions  from  Consistories  and  indi- 
viduals to  the  Permanent  Fund,  were  called  on  to  report. 

The  Committee  for  the  Classis  of  New- York  reported,  that 
they  have  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  do  any  thing  since  the  last 
meeting  of  S^Tiod,  and  assigned  satisfactory  reasons  for  their 
conduct. 

From  the  Committees  of  the  Classes  of  New-Brunswick,  Pa- 
ramus,  and  Bergen,  no  reports  were  received. 

From  the  Committees  of  the  Classes  of  Ulster  and  Pough- 
keepsie,  Rensselaer,  Albany,  Long-Island,  Montgomery,  and 
Philadelphia,  information  was  received  that  the  business  as- 
signed to  them  had  been  in  a  greater  or  less  measure  attend- 
ed to. 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  reported,  and  their 
report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : — 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  report,  that  as  the  state 
of  the  Theological  College  is  fully  and  justly  exliibited  in  the 
minutes  of  this  meeting  of  Synod,  especially  in  the  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Superintendants,  therefore  your  Committee  deem 
nothing  more  to  be  necessary  for  them  than  to  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions,  viz. — 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  highly  approve  of  the  plans  of 
economy  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Superintendants  in  appro- 
priating monies  to  Students  ;  and  that  in  order  to  prevent  ap- 
plications for  aid  on  the  part  of  those  whose  parents  are  able  to 
support  them,  the  Board  of  Superintendants  be  directed  to  ap- 
propriate no  monies  to  any  Student  who  has  not  a  certificate 
from  the  Consistory  of  the  Church  to  which  he  belongs — that 
his  parents  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  support  him ;  or  that  he 
has  not  sufficient  means  of  support. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  directed  to  furnish  the 
Board  of  Superintendants  with  copies  of  the  past  and  future 
minutes  of  General  Synod,  so  far  as  practicable. 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  the  annual  examination  of  the  Theo- 
logical College  take  place  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  May. 
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Resolved,  That  the  admission  of  Students  into  the  Theological 
College  and  into  the  school  of  Professor  Fraeligh,  be  intrusted 
to  the  Professors  and  the  Board  of  Superintendants,  or  a  Com- 
mittee of  five  to  be  appointed  by  the  Board. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  session  of  the  Theological  College 
commence  on  the  1st  day  of  September,  1819,  and  that  the 
Board  of  Superintendants  be  accordingly  directed  to  meet  in 
the  city  of  New-Brunswick,  at  5  o'clock,  P.  M.  of  that  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Superintendants  be  authorized, 
if  they  shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  demand  from  each  of  the 
Students  annually  ^30  for  tuition. 

Resolved,  That  the  request  of  Isaac  Ferris  for  an  allowance  of 
the  time  spent  in  the  Seminary  of  the  Associate  Reformed 
Church  in  New- York,  and  permission  to  finish  his  theological 
studies  at  New-Brunswick,  be  granted.     And 

Whereas,  in  the  petition  of  the  Classis  and  the  Particular 
Synod  of  Albany  there  is  an  urgent  request,  that  "  when  Students 
have  completed  their  course  of  study,  they  shall  return  with  the 
proper  testimonials  to  their  respective  Classes  for  examination 
and  Hcensure,"  and  whereas  the  40th  article  of  the  Explanatory 
Articles  of  the  Constitution  says,  that  "  it  shall  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  any  Student  in  Theology,  to  apply  either  to  the 
Synod  or  to  any  Classis  he  may  choose  for  examination," — 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  General  Synod  do  recommend  to  the  respec- 
tive Classes,  such  alteration  in  said  explanatory  article  as  shall 
make  it  obligatory  upon  all  Students  in  Theology,  after  they 
have  completed  their  course  of  study,  to  return  to  their  respect- 
ive Classes  for  examination  and  licensure,  unless  liberty  be 
obtained  from  the  Classis  to  which  they  belong  to  be  examined 
and  licensed  in  some  other  Classis  ;  and  that  said  Classes  be  di- 
rected to  inform  the  next  General  Synod  whether  they  consent 
to  the  proposed  alteration. 

PETER  L.1BAGH,  Chairman. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committees  heretofore  appointed  to  tbrni 
Cent  Societies,  and  to  sohcit  donations  and  subscriptions  from 
Consistories  and  individuals  to  the  Permanent  Fund,  be  con- 
tinued until  the  next  stated  meeting  of  Synod,  excepting  that 
the  Rev.  Nicholas  Jones  be  no  longer  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  and  that  the  Rev.  John  C. 
Toll  be  appointed  in  his  stead  ;  that  Messrs,  Stephen  Van  Rens- 
selaer and  John  I.  Ostrander  be  added  to  the  Committee  in  the 
Classis  of  Albany ;  that  the  Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinge  be  added 
to  the  Committee  in  the  Classes  of  Paramus  and  Bergen ;  and 
that  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Woodhull  and  Stephen  N.  Rowan  be  ex- 
cused from  serving  any  longer  on  the  Committee  in  the  Classis 
of  New- York,  agreeably  to  their  request  to  be  so  excused. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

Students  in  Theology, 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

Church  Visitation, 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVIL 

Prevailing  Sins* 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVIIL 

Missions, 

The  Rev.  John  F.  Schermerhorn,  agreeably  to  appointment, 
preached  the  annual  Missionary  Sermon  before  the  Synod,  from 
Matthew  vi.  10.  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  day  of  the  Session. 
when  a  collection  was  taken  up  for  Missionary  purposes. 
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The  Rev.  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler  was  appointed  to  preach  the 
annual  Missionary  Sermon  at  the  next  meeting  of  Synod,  and 
the  Rev.  John  Knox  was  appointed  his  secundus. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported,  and  their  report  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Missions  report  from  the  documents  sub- 
mitted to  their  consideration,  that  during  the  past  year  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Allen,  of  the  Presbyterian  connexion,  has  been  employed 
by  the  Standing  Committee  of  Missions.  The  term  of  his  en- 
gagement is  not  specified  in  their  report ;  and  although  he  com- 
menced his  Mission  some  time  last  summer,  he  has  neither  yet 
returned  nor  transmitted  any  communication  whatever  to  his 
employers.  Your  Committee  respectfully  suggest  the  proprie- 
ty of  giving  to  the  Standing  Committee  some  definite  instruc- 
tions relative  to  the  persons  to  be  employed  by  them,  as  also 
relative  to  the  term  of  their  engagements. 

From  the  report  of  the  same  Committee,  it  further  appears, 
that  the  Rev.  C.  Bogardus  has  also  been  employed  as  a  Mis- 
sionary in  the  town  of  Sullivan,  county  of  Madison,  and  its  vici- 
nity, for  ten  weeks.  From  his  journal  it  appears  that  he  set  out 
on  his  Mission  about  the  nineteenth. of  January  last,  and  con- 
tinued his  labours  for  twelve  weeks,  during  which  period  he 
preached  fifty -five  times  ;  organized  one  Church  in  the  town  of 
Cato,  distinguished  by  the  style  of  The  Reformed  Protestant 
Dutch  Church  of  Cato  ;  administered  the  sacraments  of  baptism 
and  the  Lord's  supper ;  visited  families,  and  discharged  other 
parochial  duties.  This  infant  Church  he  represents  as  ready  to 
contribute  to  the  support  of  the  Gospel,  and  anxious  to  be  fur- 
nished with  its  stated  ministrations. 

Your  Committee  have  the  satisfaction  further  to  report,  that 
a  Missionary  Society  has  been  formed  in  the  city  and  vicinity  of 
Philadelphia,  for  extending  the  interests  of  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church.  This  specimen  of 
zeal  for  the  spread  of  Gospel  truth  manifested  by  our  brethren 
in  that  quarter  merits  our  highest  commendation.  The  letter 
communicating  this  pleasing  intelligence  is  accompanied  by  a 
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copy  of  their  Constitution,  and  contains  a  request  that  Synod 
will  aid  their  exertions,  by  granting,  in  the  first  place,  "  That 
the  collections  made  for  Missionary  purposes  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia  may  be  placed  at  their  disposal :" 
And  in  the  second  place,  that  for  the  present  year  one  hundred 
dollars  may  be  allowed  them  by  the  Standing  Committee  of  Mis- 
sions. 

From  the  report  of  the  Tx'easurer  of  that  Committee,  it  ap- 
pears, that  he  holds  in  his  hands  a  balance  of  $159  87.  To 
which,  if ihe  $  1 04  50  of  collection  lately  made  is  added,  there 
will  be  an  amount  of  $264  37  to  be  devoted  to  our  Missionary 
interest. 

In  the  journal  above  alluded  to,  Cato,  the  west  part  of  Lysan- 
der,  Oswego  point,  and  Hannibal,  are  mentioned  as  places 
worthy  of  Missionary  attention,  but  requiring  speedy  and  vigor- 
ous exertion  in  order  to  secure  the  extension  of  our  Church  in 
that  quarter.  In  addition  to  this  field  of  labour,  your  Commit- 
tee would  direct  the  attention  of  Synod  to  those  destitute  parts 
of  Upper  Canada  which  were  not  long  since  visited  by  their 
Missionaries ;  as  also  to  those  parts  of  Pennsylvania  to  which 
the  Rev.  German  Synod  may  be  unable  to  devote  their  particu- 
lar attention. 

The  Second  Annual  Report  of  the  United  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  referred  to  your  Committee  has  been  perused  with 
much  pleasure.  In  exhibiting  a  statement  of  their  transactions 
during  the  past  year,  it  opens  to  view  immense  fields  ripe  for 
harvest ;  interesting  prospects  of  the  Church's  extension  in  the 
desolate  parts  of  this  growing  empire,  and  with  all  this  a  Society 
yearly  acquiring  increased  energies  and  resources  to  aid  in  ac- 
compUshing  so  desirable  an  object. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

WALTER  MOJ^TEITH,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  the  employment  of  a  candidate  not  in  the 
communion  of  the  Dutch  Church,  by  the  Standing  Committee 
of  Missions,  was  unauthorized  by  this  Synod,  and  in  opposition 
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to  their  resolution  of  1812,  in  relation  to  the  employment  of 
Missionaries. 

Resolved,  That  the  request  of  the  Missionary  Society,  men- 
tioned in  the  preceding  report,  be  so  far  granted  as  that  the 
said  Society  shall  have  at  their  disposal,  for  one  year,  the  col- 
lections for  missionary  purposes  made  in  the  churches  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  learn,  with  pleasure,  the  cheering 
prospects  which  are  opening  upon  the  United  Foreign  Mission- 
ary Society,  and  again  earnestly  recommend  that  institution  to 
the  patronage  and  support  of  all  our  Judicatures  and  Congre- 
gations. 

Resolved,  That  the  Standing  Committee  of  Missions  be  here- 
after located  at  New- York. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Milledoler,  Isaac  Labagh, 
Christian  Bork,  and  John  Comelison,  and  the  Elders  Messrs. 
Richard  Duryea,  John  I.  Westervelt,  Timothy  Hutton,  and  Dr. 
Peter  Wilson,  be  the  Standing  Committee  of  Missions. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  given  to  the 
former  Standing  Committee  of  Missions. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  ^75,  from  the  Missionary  Fund, 
be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia  for  the 
ensuing  year,  for  missionary  purposes,  in  the  city  and  suburbs 
of  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  the  Standing  Committee  of  Missions  be  di- 
rected, if  the  funds  will  permit,  to  employ  a  Missionary  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Classis  of  Montgomery. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

Widozos^  Fund, 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XX. 

Particularia, 

The  following  Copy  of  an  Act  of  Incorporation  of  the  Synod 
was  received  : 
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An  Act  to  incorporate  the  General  Si/nod  of  the  Reformed  Pro" 
testant  Dutch  Church,  passed  April  7,  1819, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  New-York,  rtpre- 
sented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  That  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  de- 
clared to  be,  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  and 
style  of  "  The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church,''''  with  full  power  to  sue  and  be  sued,  defend  and  be 
defended,  by  that  name,  in  all  courts  of  law  and  equity ;  and  to 
have  a  common  seal,  and  alter  the  same  at  pleasure  :  and  also 
to  take,  purchase,  and  hold  real  and  personal  estate,  and  to  sell 
and  convey  the  same.  Provided,  the  yearly  value  of  such  real 
and  personal  estate  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
dollars,  and  that  the  same  shall  not  be  appropriated  to  any 
other  than  religious  and  charitable  uses  and  purposes. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  regu- 
lar members  of  the  said  General  Synod,  at  their  stated  annual 
meetings,  to  appoint  a  President,  three  Directors,  and  a  Trea- 
surer of  the  said  Corporation ;  and  to  make  and  ordain  by-laws 
and  regulations  relating  to  the  management  and  disposition  of 
their  real  and  personal  estate,  the  duties  of  the  said  President, 
Directors,  and  Treasurer,  and  the  duration  of  their  respective 
offices :  Provided  always,  that  such  by-laws  and  regulations 
shall  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this 
State  or  of  the  United  States. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  at  all  times  be  lawful 
for  the  Legislature  to  repeal  or  amend  this  act. 

State  of  Neta-York, 
Secretary's  Office, 

I  CERTIFY  the  preceding  to  be  a  true  Copy  of  an  ori- 
ginal act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  on  file  in  this  office. 

JLRCHIBJILB  CAMPBELL,  Dep,  Sec^ry, 
Albany,  April  9,  1819. 
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Resolved,  That  this  Synod  do  now  proceed  to  attend  to  the 
business  resulting  from  the  said  act  of  incorporation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Woodhull,  and  Messrs.  Guis- 
bert  B.  Vroom  and  Isaac  Heyer,  be  a  Committee  to  procure  a 
seal,  with  a  suitable  device  and  inscription,  for  the  use  of  the 
Corporation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Stephen  N.  Rowan,  Thomas  De- 
witt,  Isaiah  Y.  Johnston,  and  Walter  Monteith,  and  the  Elder 
Mr.  Jacob  L.  Veelie,  be  a  Committee  to  report  to  this  Synod 
a  nomination  of  three  times  the  number  of  persons  who  shall 
constitute  the  Board  of  Direction,  under  the  Charter.  This 
Committee  reported  accordingly,  and  the  Synod  proceeded  to 
ballot  for  a  President,  three  Directors,  and  a  Treasurer,  of  the 
Corporation ;  when  Mr.  Henry  Rutgers  was  chosen  President, 
Messrs.  Isaac  Heyer,  Isaac  L.  Kip,  and  S.  S.  Woodhull,  were 
chosen  Directors,  and  Mr.  Cornelius  Heyer  was  chosen  Trea- 
surer of  the  Corporation. 

Mr.  Guisbert  B.  Vroom  having  dechned  serving  any  longer 
as  Treasurer,  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  pre- 
sented to  Mr.  Vroom  for  his  faithful  services  as  their  Treasurer. 
Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  give  notice  to  the  persons 
elected  as  officers  of  the  Corporation,  of  their  appointment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Jacob  Sickles,  and  Dr.  Solomon 
Fraaligh,  and  the  Elders  Messrs.  Isaac  Heyer,  Jeremiah  John- 
son, and  James  Schureman,  be  a  Committee  to  draft  by-laws 
for  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  General  Synod,  and  to  report 
them  during  the  present  session. 

The  Stated  Clerk  afterward  informed  Synod,  that  Mr.  Corne- 
lius Heyer  declined  accepting  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  the 
General  Synod,  for  reasons  which  were  stated.  Resolved,  That 
his  declinature  be  accepted,  and  that  a  new  election  be  held. 
Synod  proceeded  to  ballot,  when  Mr.  John  Nitchie  was  elected 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Corporation  of  the  General  Synod. 

The  Special  Committee,  to  draft  By-laws  for  the  Board  of 
the  Corporation  of  the  General  Synod,  reported,  and  their  re- 
port was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  draft  by-laws  for  the  Board  of 
Direction  of  General  Synod,  respectfully  submit  the  following — 

BY-LAWS. 

» 

I.  The  Board  shall  hold  a  stated  meeting  once  in  every  month. 

II.  Special  meetings  shall  be  called  by  the  President,  when- 
ever he  shall  deem  it  necessary,  or  by  any  two  of  the  Directors. 

III.  A  majority  of  the  Board  shall  be  a  quorum  to  transact 
business,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  President,  they  shall  have 
the  power  to  elect  a  President  pro  tern, 

IV.  The  Board  is  authorized  to  demand  and  receive  all  mo- 
nies belonging  to  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church ;  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  from  time  to  time,  for 
such  money  in  his  hands,  as  may  be  necessary  to  answer  the 
appropriations  made  by  Synod,  and  to  apply  to  their  specific 
objects  the  benefactions  of  societies,  congregations,  and  indi- 
viduals. 

They  shall  in  the  most  advantageous  manner,  invest  all  mo- 
nies that  shall  come  into  their  hands  for  any  particular  fund, 
and  which  have  not  been  appropriated. 

They  shall  appoint  a  Secretary,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
keep  their  minutes,  to  correspond  with  the  agents  appointed  by 
this  Synod  for  the  collecting  of  monies  for  the  use  of  Synod, 
and  with  agents  which  have  been,  or  may  be  appointed  by  other 
judicatures  of  the  Church. 

V.  The  Treasurer  shall  keep  a  regular  and  accurate  account 
of  all  monies  by  him  received  and  disbursed,  designating  the 
specific  purposes  for  which  they  have  been  received  or  expended, 
and  shall  lay  before  the  Board  such  account  quarterly,  or  as 
often  as  they  shall  require  it. 

VI.  The  Board  shall  report  annually  to  the  General  Synod, 
a  statement  of  the  funds,  with  such  remarks  as  they  may  think 
necessary. 

VII.  The  President,  Directors,  and  Treasurer,  shall  hold  their' 
ofl&ces  for  one  year,  or  until  others  are  appointed,  except  in  ca- 
ses of  mal-conduct,  for  which,  the  Treasurer,  or  any  member  of 
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the  Board  may  be  suspended,  and  reported  to  the  General  Synod, 
at  their  next  meeting. 

VIII.  All  drafts  on  the  Treasurer,  or  orders  of  the  Board, 
shall  be  signed  by  the  President,  who  shall  also  affix  the  seal  of 
the  Corporation,  in  the  presence  of  the  Board,  to  such  instru- 
ments of  writing  as  may  require  it. 

JJiCOB  SICKLES,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Walter  Montcith,  and  the  Elder, 
Mr.  Isaac  Heyor,  be  a  Committee,  to  report  what  appropriations 
will  be  necessary  for  the  present  year. 

This  Committee  reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  by  the  Synod : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  the  Corporation  of  this  Synod, 
be  instructed  to  pay  all  monies  which  are  due,  or  which  may 
become  due,  agreeably  to  engagements  made  by  this  Synod,  to 
any  person  or  persons ;  the  Board  first  auditing  the  accounts. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  perform  certain  duties  as  to  the 
removal  of  the  remains  of  the  late  Rev.  Elias  Van  Bunschooten 
to  New-Brunswick,  and  in  relation  to  the  erection  of  tomb- 
stones, with  suitable  inscriptions,  over  his  remains,  and  the  re- 
mains of  the  late  Professor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Schureman,  report- 
ed, that  they  had  performed  the  duties  of  their  appointment. 
Resolved,  That  the  expenses  incurred  by  them  be  paid  by  the 
Treasurer. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed in  June  last,  to  attend  to  the  Lands  belonging  to  the 
General  Synod,  viz : 

General  Synod,  at  the  Session  held  in  the  City  of  New- York 
in  June  1818,  appointed  the  subscribers  a  Committee  to  cause 
the  deeds  of  the  lands  of  the  General  Synod  to  be  recorded ;  to 
pay  all  taxes  which  were  due,  or  might  become  due,  prior  to 
the  then  next  meeting  of  Synod  ;  and  to  inquire  how  those  lands 
may  be  made  most  productive  of  advantage  to  the  funds  of  the 
Church : 

4 
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The  Committee  now  beg  leave  to  report, 

That  they  have  caused  the  deeds  which  were  delivered  to  the 
Committee  to  be  recorded  in  the  Secretary's  office  of  this  State, 
not  deeming  it  necessary  that  they  should  be  recorded  in  the 
counties  in  which  the  lands  conveyed  are  situated.  That  the 
situation  of  those  lands,  and  the  recording  of  the  deeds,  may 
appear  on  the  Minutes  of  Synod,  in  the  event  of  any  accident 
happening  to  the  deeds,  the  Committee  present  a  short  ab- 
stract of  the  several  conveyances : 

1.  A  Deed  from  Marinus  Willett,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  to 
ihe  Trustees  of  Queen's  College,  in  New-Jersey,  bearing  date 
30th  March,  1808,  conveying  Lot  No.  13,  containing  one  hun- 
dred acres ;  being  part  of  a  tract  of  eleven  thousand  and  sixty- 
seven  acres  granted  to  PUny  Moore,  and  situate  in  the  county 
of  Essex. 

2.  A  Deed  from  Rensselaer  Westerlo  and  Jane  his  wife, 
Abraham  Hun  and  Maria  his  wife,  John  Woodworth  and  Catha- 
rine his  wife,  to  the  same,  bearing  date  21st  day  of  May,  1811, 
conveying  Lot  No.  107,  containing  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  acres  and  eighty-three  hundredths  of  an  acre.  Lot  No. 
108,  containing  one  hundred  and  eighty -three  acres  and  eight- 
tenths  of  an  acre.  Lots  No.  115  and  116,  containing  together 
two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  acres  and  forty-two  hundredths  of 
an  acre ;  these  lots  being  parts  of  township  No.  50,  in  Totten 
and  Crossfield's  purchase — the  township  situated  partly  in  the 
county  of  Montgomery,  and  partly  in  the  county  of  Essex. 

3.  A  Deed  from  Philip  S.  Van  Rensselaer  and  Ann  his  wife, 
to  the  same,  bearing  date  18th  day  of  June,  1811,  conveying  a 
certain  piece  of  land,  situate  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  being 
the  undivided  half  of  Lot  No.  89,  in  township  No.  8,  the  whole 
lot  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

The  Committee  know  of  no  method  by  which  these  lands  can 
be  rendered  productive  of  advantage  to  the  funds  of  the  Church, 
other  than  by  disposing  of  them  at  public  or  private  sale,  or  by 
leasing  them  in  perpetuity  or  for  a  long  term.  From  the  low 
price  of  lands  generally,  at  present,  and  other  causes,  it  is  pro- 
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bable  that  a  sacrifice  would  be  made,  and  comparatively  a  small 
sum  only  could  be  realized,  by  a  sale  at  auction.  If  Synod 
should  deem  that  step  inexpedient,  it  would,  in  that  case,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee,  be  adviseable  to  put  these  lands  in 
the  charge  of  some  person,  with  power  to  sell  or  lease  them, 
on  certain  specified  terms,  whenever  opportunities  for  doing 
either  might  occur.  The  taxes  have  been  paid  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  as  will  appear  by  the  receipts  of  the  Treasurer  and 
Comptroller.  The  expenses,  for  taxes  and  recording,  will  ap- 
pear by  the  account  accompanying  this  report. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


JOHJ^  VAX  SCHAICK, 
J.  I.  OSTRAJTBER. 


Albany,  June  2,  1819. 


From  the  account  referred  to  in  the  preceding  report,  it  ap- 
peared that  Mr,  John  I.  Ostrander  had  paid,  for  taxes  and 
recording  the  deeds,  the  sum  of  ^10  43^.  Ordered,  that  this 
account  be  paid. 

The  communication  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Bunschooten,  made 
to  General  Synod  in  1814,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Particular  Synods  of  New-York  and 
Albany  be  requested  to  cause  that  at  least  six  copies  of  their 
Minutes,  from  year  to  year,  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Ge- 
neral Synod,  at  every  stated  meeting. 

The  Committee,  in  relation  to  translating  a  part  and  printing 
the  whole  of  the  old  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  reported, 
That  the  Committee  have  not  yet  been  able  to  accomplish  the 
business.  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Drs.  John  Bassett  and 
Gerardus  A.  Kuypers  be  added  to  this  Committee. 

The  Stated  Clerk  informed  Synod  that  his  expenses,  since 
the  meeting  of  Synod  in  June  last,  will  amount  to  ^38  50,  at 
the  close  of  the  present  session,  deducting  the  amount  received 
for  four  copies  of  Minutes  of  Synod  sold  by  him ;  which  sum 
was  ordered  to  be  paid. 

'     4  * 
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The  Door-keeper's  bill,  amounting  to  §11,  and  Websters  & 
Skinners'  bill  for  stationary,  amounting  to  $3  44,  were  ordered 
to  be  paid. 

ARTICLE  XXI. 

Questorate* 
The  following  reports  were  received,  viz  : 

The  Treasurer  of  General  Synod  respectfully  reports, 
That  there  is  a  balance  in  his  hands,  as  will  appear 

from  the  annexed  account,  of ^1646  12 

That  there  is  in  his  possession,  belonging  to  the  Permanent 
Fund, 

In  obligations  of  individuals,  received  from  the 
agents  appointed  to  obtain  subscriptions  in  the 

Classis  of  New- York ^5440 

Stock  of  the  State  of  New- York  ...  1900 
Do.       ofthe  City  of  New- York    ...       700 

$8040 

And  also,  of  stock  of  the  State  of  New- York,  dis- 
tinct from  that  belonging  to  the  Permanent 
Fund 1150 

G.  B.   VROOM,  Treasurer. 
J^'eas-York,  May  28,  1819. 
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S3 


the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  Account 
7oith  G.  Bi  Vroom,  Treasurer. 


1577 

1 


CR. 

By  balance  of  Ordinary  account,  rendered  this  day 

do.  Special  account  ,,..... 

do.  Perinaneut  fund  account  „        . 

cash  received  from  the  Church  in  Amity,  by  Rev.  Thomas  Ro- 

meyn 

„    from  Rev.  John  De  Witt,  collected  in  the  Classis  of  Albany, 

in  the  year  1815         

9    „    „    from  the  congregation  of  Middleburgh,  by  the  Rev.  John  F. 

Scherraerhorn 

15    „    „    from  Miss  Sarah  Beekman,  Secretary  of  the  Theological 

School  Society  of  Kingston,  N.  Y 

„    from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  Kingston,  by  Mi»i  Sarah 
Beekman 


DR.  I  L)lb.  C. 

To  cash  paid  for  $1550  of  6  per  cent,  stocif  of  the  State  of  New-York, 
(at  IS  per  cent,  advance)    bearing  interest    from     the 
Istinst.         ......... 

„    paid  for  an  account-book  for  the  Treasury  Board 

21  „  „  paid  Rev.  S.  S.  WoodhoU,  in  full  of  his  expenses  as  Perma- 
nent Clerk,  to  June  last  (by  order  of  Synod.) 

24    „     „     paid  Rev.  Dr.  Bradford,  a  balance  due  him  on  expenses  of 

printing  the  Minutes  of  181 7 , 

„  paid  to  the  Standing  Committee  of  Missions,  it  being  a  ba- 
lance received  from  the  late  Questorof  Synod,  belonging 
to  the  Missionary  fund 

27  „  „  paid  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Livingston,  in  full  of  his  salary  to  June 
last 

15  „  „  paid  for  |1 500  of  6  per  cent,  stock  of  the  State  of  New- York 
(at2f  per  cent,  advance)  bearing  interest  from  the  1st  of 

July  last 

„  paid  to  James  Schureman,  Esq.  the  arrears  of  salary  due  to 
the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Schureman,  deceased. 

22  „  „  pajtt  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Livingston,  in  full  of  his  salary  to  the 
1st  of  .Sept.  last,  (including  a  payment  made  by  Mr.  Van 
Deursen,   of  $165  34.) 

„  paid  to  the  Rev.  John  Ludlow,  for  indigent  Students,  by  or- 
der of  the  Board  of  Superintendants 

11  „  „  paid  to  the  Rev.  Peter  Labagh,  for  expenses  incurred  by 
himself  and  Rev.  Mr.  Schultz,  in  attending  the  German 

Synod. 

„    paid  to  Mr.  Abraham  Paul,  for  printing  the  Minutes  of  Ge 

neral  Synod,  of  June  and  August,  1818. 
„    paid  the  Rev.  Dr.  Livingston,  in  full  for  his  salary  to  1st  De 
cember  last.  ........ 

13    ,,    „    paid  for  discount  on  uncurrent  notes 

5    „     ,,     paid  do.  do 

„     paid  postage  of  letters.       ....... 

18    „     „     paid  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Livingston,  in  full  for  his  salary  to  the 

1st  of  March  last 

27  „  „  paid  in  full  of  a  draft  of  the  Board  of  Superintendants,  for 
the  use  of  indigent  Students 

23  „  „  paid  in  full  of  an  order  of  the  Committee  of  General  Synod, 
to  purchase  books  for  the  library. 

Balance  to  new  account.        ...,.,. 


118 

77 
605 

1541 
800 

272 
500 

31 
172 
437 

437 

825 

353 
1646 


16 


9454 


1366 

1148 

558 

5 

11 

23 
21 
35 

3168]29 


12 


77 


54 
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Account. — Continued, 


30 


21 


By  amount  brought   forward        ....... 

„  cash  from  Isaac  L.  Kip,  Esq.  an  Agent  of  the  Consistory  of  the 
Church  of  New- York,  for  granting  licenses  to  print  the 
Psalm-book,  on  acconnt  of  money  due  from  George  For- 

man 

„    „    from  Mr.  John  H.  Sickels,  late  Questor,   being  balances  of 
money  in  his  hands  as  reported  to  the  General  Synod — 
Balance  of  Delegate  fund     ....      ^64  75 
„  Missionary  fund         .         .         .         77  29 

being  the  balance  of  the  principal  of  State  stock,  (65  per 

cent) $910 

for  a  quarter's  interest  on      do.       .         .         .  15  93 

from  Mr.  Jacob  I.  BlauveK,  a  collection  for  Missionary 
purposes,  in  the  Church  of  Tappan        .... 

a  donation  from  Gerard  Beekman,  Esq.  of  New-York,  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler ;  (one  half  for  indigent  Students,  and 
the  other  for  Professors) 

a  quarter's  interest  on  $700  of  Corporation  stock 

from  the  Bergen  Town  Female  Cent  Society,  by  Elizabeth 
Gautier,  1st  Directress,  Helen  D.  Gautier,  Secretary,  and 
Maria  M.  Cornelison,  Treasurer  .  .  .  $67  50 
Deduct  a  counterfeit  note  of        .         .         .  3 


from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  Six  Mile  Run,  N.  J.  by 

Miss  Dinah  Voorhees,  and  Miss  Catharine  Ann  Stryker 
from  the  Juvenile  Cent  Society  of  Bergen,  N.  J.  by  G.  De 

Witt,  President,   and  J.   H.  Zabriskie,  Secretary 
from  Rev.  John  Cornelison,  collected  in  the  Church  of  Ber 

gen,  for  Missionary  and  contingent  purposes 
from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  New  Hackinsack,  by  the 

Rev.  Tho.  De  Witt 

from  the  Female  Cent  Societj'  of  Hopewell,  by  Tho.  De  Witt, 
from  the  Male  Cent  Society  of        do.  by  do. 

from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  Brooklyn        .      $193  30 

(Deduct  a  Wilmington  note,  nauch  depreciated, 
still  on  hand) 5 


from  Rev.  S.  S.  Woodhull,  collected  in  the  Church  of  Brook 

lyn       .......... 

from  Rev.  S.  S.  Woodhull,  collected  in  do.  for 

Missionary  purposes 

from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  Paramus,  by  Mrs.  Polly 

Zabriskie,  Treasurer 

from  the  Female  Cent   Society  of  Bedminster,   by  Rev, 

Charles  Hardenbergh  ....... 

from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  Schaghticoke,   bj'  Ahda 

A'an  \'echten.  Treasurer,   (for  indigent  Students) 
from  Rev.  N.  I.  Marselus,  for  collections  in  the  Churches  of 

Greenbush  and  Blooming-grove   ..... 
from  Isaac    L.  Kip,  Esq.  Agent  of  the  Consistory  of  the 

Church  of  New- York,  for  granting  licenses  to  print  the 

Psalm-book,  on  account  of  money  due  from  Mr.  George 

Forman        ......... 

from  Rev.  Mr.  Field,  collected  in  the  Church  of  Pompton, 

for  Missionaiy  and  contingent  purposes 
from  the  same,  for  the  Professorate        .... 


5212  68 
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55k 


Accoimt. — Continued, 


Bj  amount  brought  forward 

„  cash  from  Rev.  John  H.  Carle,  collected  in  the  Church  of  Mar 
bletowQ       . 

„  „  from  Rev.  Mr.  Zabrislde,  Questor  of  the  Classis  of  New- 
Brunswick,  collected  in  the  congregation  of  Hillsborough 

„    „    from  the  same,  payments  for  the  Contingent  fund 

„    ,,    from  the  same,  for  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod 

„  „  from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  the  1st  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  in  Philadelphia,  by  Miss  Elizabeth  Baker,  Trea 
surer    .......... 

„  „  from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  Bloomingdale,  by  Mrs 
Elizabeth  Hopper,  Treasurer 

„     „    from  the  Church  at  Clarkstown,  by  Mr.  Abraham  P.  Blau- 

velt ; — For  the  Missionary  fund         .         .         .      $7  46 

For  the  Contingent  fund        .         .         .         1  25 

„     „    received  for  a  quarter's  interest  on  State  stock 

„    „    from  Miss    Smith  of  Schaghticoke,    for  the  Cent  Society 

of ,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Bradford        .      $14 

Deduct  a  counterfeit  note  of     ....        3 

,,     „     from  the  Cent  Society  of  Greenwich,  by  Miss  Judith  Labagh 

,,  „  from  Rev.  James  D.  Demarest,  collected  in  the  united  con 
gregations  of  Hampsted  and  Ramapo,  for  Missionary  and 
contingent  purposes       ...... 

„  „  from  the  Cent  Society  of  the  North  Dutch  Church  at  Schraa- 
lenburgh,  by  Mr.  John  Quackenbush,  Treasurer 

,,  „  from  Isaac  L.  Kip,  Esq.  agent  of  the  Consistory  of  the  Church 
of  New- York,  for  granting  licenses  to  print  the  Psalm^ 
book,  in  full  of  money  due  from  Mr.  George  Forman 

„  ,,  from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  the  congregation  at  Red- 
Hook,  by  the  Rev.  A.  N.  Kittle 

„  „  from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  the  congregation  of  Lin- 
lithgow, by  the  same    ....... 

,,  ,,  from  the  Male  and  Female  Cent  Society  of  the  Church  of 
Rhinebcck,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Murray 

,,     „     for  a  quarter's  interest  on  Cbrporation  stock 

„  „  from  the  Poughkeepsie  Cent  Society,  by  the  Rev.  S.  S. 
VVoodhull    .         .        .         .     ■ 

„     ,.     from  the  Poughkeepsie  Female  Cent  Society,  by  the  same 

,,  „  from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  Harlingen,  by  Miss  Mary 
Skillman,  Treasurer 

,,  ,,  from  the  Rev.  J.  I.  Christie,  a  collection  in  the  congregation 
of  Warwick  ........ 

„  „  from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  Kindcrhook,  by  Mrs.  Ca- 
tharine Van  Dyck,  Secretary         ..... 

„  „  from  the  Rev.  J.  Van  Vechten,  collected  in  the  Church  of 
Schenectady,  for  Missionary  and  contingent  purposes 

„  „  from  the  Cent  Society  of  the  Church  of  Caatsbaan,  by  Mr. 
Andrew  Brink      ........ 

„    „    from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Demarest,  Treasurer  of  the  Classis  of 

Bergen — for  Contingent  Fund    ....  §15  00 

for  Minutes  of  1818      .         .         .         .      16  50 


from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  the  Church  at  Hillsdale, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Stever,  Treasurer,  for  Indigent  Students 

from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  New-Brunswick,  by  C. 
Voorhees,  Treasurer  .         . 


Dlls.  I 
52121 


6166  33 
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Account. — Continued. 


i5!iy 

Dec. 


17 


1819 
Jan. 


21 


22 


Feb. 


16 


March 


n 


April 


By  amount  brought  forward  .         .         .         .    '     . 

■„  cash  from  the  Theological  School  Society  of  Kingston,  by  Miss 

Sarah  Beekman,  Secretary  ..... 

„    „    from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  Kingston,  by  the  same 
„     „    from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bradford,  the  amount  of  a  collection  in  the 

North  Dutch  Church,  Albany         .         .         .         -         • 
„     „     from  the  Rev.  Stephen   Goetschius,  collected   for  Mission- 
ary purposes  ,  in  the  Churches  of  Saddle-river  and  Pes- 

keck  

„     „    from  the   Young  Men's  Cent    Society  of  the  Church    at 
Six-mile  Run,  N.J.  by  Mr.  John  G.  Voorbees,  Trea- 
surer ........ 

„     „     for  a  quarter's  interest  on  State  stock 

„    „    from  die  Female    Cent  Society  of   the  Reformed    Dutch 

Church  in  New- York,  by  Mrs.  Eliza  Everson,  Secretary 

for  the  Permanent  Fund 

„    „    from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  the  Church  in  Garden- 
street,  New- York,  by  Mrs.  M.  E.  Nitchie,  Treasurer,  for 
the  Permanent  Fund     ...... 

„    ,,    from  the  Male  and  Female  Cent  Society  of  Hyde  Park, 
Dutchess  county,  by  J\Ir.   James  Rogers,  for  Indigent 

Students 

„    „    from  the  Rev.  David  S.  Bogart,  collected  in  the  Church  at 

Cow -Neck  .         •         .         .         .         . 

„    „    from  the  Bergen-Town  Female  Cent  Society,  by  the  Rev. 

John  Cornelison  .         .    '    . 

,,     „     from  the  New-Brunswick  Society  in  aid  of  the  Theological 

College,  by  Mr.  Peter  Spader,  Treasurer 
„     „     from  the  Rev.  Rlr.  Frajligh,  collected  in  the  Churches  of 
Hackinsack    and    Schraalenburgh,    for  Missionary  and 
contingent  purposes 
,,     „     from  the  Rev.  David  Parker,  Questor  of  the  Classis  of  Phila- 
delphia— for  the  Minutes  oi  the  General  Synod  for  the 

year  1817    

„     „    from  the  same — for  the  Minutes  of  the  year  1818 

„     „     from  the  same — a  collection  of  the  Church  of  Harlingen,  for 

Missionary  and  cdtitingent  purposes  for  1818 
„    „    from  the  Cent  Society  of  the  Second  Reformed  Dutch  Church 

in  Philadelphia,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Parker 
„     „     for  a  quarter's  interest  on  Corporation  stock 
„    „    from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  Brooklyn,  by  the  Rev.  S.  S 
WoodhuU  ....'•.-. 

„    „    from  the  Cent  Society  of  the  Church  at  Totowa  (near  Pater 
son)  by  Mrs.  Catharine  Van  Houfen     .... 

,,     ,,     from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  the  Church  of  Tyoshokc, 

by  Nelly  Pruyn,  Treasurer,  for  the  Permanent  Fund 
,,     „     from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  the  Church  at  Bedminster, 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hardenbergh      .         .         .         .         . 

„     „    frojTi  the  Female  Cent  .Society  of  the  First  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  in  Philadelphia,  Elizabeth  Baker,  Treasurer,  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Brodhead         ...... 

„    ,,    from  the  Church  at  Haerlem,  by  Mr.  James  Bogert,  Jun 
Treasurer,  a  collection  for  Missionary  and  contingent 

purposes 

„     „    from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  Haerlem,  by  Mr.  James 

Bogert,  Jun.  Treasurer         ..... 
,,    „    for  a  quarter'*  interest  ozi  State  stock 


Oils.  I 
C166; 
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m 


Account. — Continued. 


1»19 

April 


13 

17 

26 

27 
28 

30 


By  amount  brouglit  forward  ....••. 

from  the   Female   Cent    Societv  of   the  Northwest  Dutch 
Church,  N.  Y.  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Johnson,  Treas.  $282  65 
Deditct  a  counterfeit  note  of    .         .         •  1  00 


10 
12 


24 
25 


from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  at  New-Brunswick,  by  Miss  Cornelia  Voorhees, 
Treasurer  ....... 

from  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Woodhull,  Questor  of  the  Classis  of 
New- York, — for  the  Minutes  of  General  Synod  for  the 
year  1317 $12  60 

from  do.    do.  for  the  Minutes  of  1818      .        .  3100 


from  the  Northwest  Dutch  Church,  a  collection  for  Mission 

ai'y  and  contingent  purposes         ...... 

from  the  Female  Cent  Society  at  Hurley,  by  the  Rev.  John 

H.  Carle  to  Dr.  Milledoler  

from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Demarest,  collected  in  the  Church  of  the 

English  Neighbourhood,  for  Missionary  and  contingent 

purposes      ......... 

from  tile  Cent  Society  in  the    congregation  of  Schraalen- 

burgh,  by  the  Rev.  James  V.  C.  Romeyn 
from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  the  Church  at  Schaghti 

coke,  by  the  Rev.  S.  Osfrander,  for  Indigent  Students 
from  the  Female  Ceiit  Society  of  S'ew-Shannack,  Miss  Ann 

Hall,  Treasurer,  by  the  Rev.  Peter  Labagh 
from  the  Juvenile  Cent  Society  at  Harlingcn,  Miss  Mary 

Skillmau,  Treasurer,  by  the  same  .... 

from  the  Flev.  Peter  Labagh,  it  being  the  annual  subscription 

of  the  congregation  of  Harlingea  for  the  Permanent  Fund 
from  the  Female  Cent  Society  at  Millstone,  Mrs.  Beekman, 

Treasurer,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Zabriskie 
from  the  Rev.  Robert  Brouk,  a  contribution  of  a  Cent  Society 

in  one  of  his  congregations  ..... 

from  the  same,  being  amount  of  a  public  collection  taken  up 

in  his  other  congregation       ..... 
from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Schoonmaker,  collected  in  the  Church  at 

Jamaica  (L.  I.)  ..*... 

for  a  quarter's  interest  on  Corporation  stock       , 
from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  Hopewell,  by  Mra.  Ann  R. 

Swartwout,  Treasurer 

from  Rev.  Messrs.  S.  S.  Woodhull  and  S.  N.  Rowan,  agents 

of  General  Synod,  for  interest  to  the  1st  of  August  last, 

on  jj5200  of  subscriptions  to  the  Permanent  Fund  . 
from  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Woodhull,  collected  in  the  Church  at 

Brooklyn,  for  Missionary  and  contingent  purposes 
from  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  New-York,  by  Isaac  L 

Kip,  Esq.  Treasurer,  an  annual  donation  for  the  Perma- 
nent Fund 

from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  New  Hackensack,  by  Mr 

Jacobus  I.  Swartwout 

from  the  Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  Treasurer  of  the  Classis 

of  Paramus — 

ForMinulesofSynod  had  prior  to  the  year  1813  J15  75 
,,    amount  of  a  collection  in  the  Church  of 

Tappaa 5  50 

„      da.    in  the  Church  at  Clarkstown  4 


Dlls. 
7305 


281 
35 


65 


29 

364 
31 

350 
20 


25 
8703 


43 

50 

6 

56 

5 

50 

16 

24 

24 

16 

14 

55 

13 

50 

20 

13 

6 

22 
10 

57 
50 

23 


28 


25 


13 


58 
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Account, — Continued, 


1819 
May 


1819 
May 


25 


26 


27 


28 


28 


By  amount  brought  forward 

„    „    from  the  Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  for  one  year's  dividend 
(from  1817  to  1818)  on  Bergen  turnpike  stock,  presented 

bj  him  to  General  Synod 

,,    „    from  the  same  gentleman,  collected  in  the  following  Churches, 
for  Missionary  and  contingent  purposes — 

The  Church  of  Paramus      ....        $5  00 
The  Chu.th  of  Totowa        .        .        ■        .  5  00 


from  the  Cent  Society  of  the  Second  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  in  Albany,  by  the  Rev.  John  De  Witt 

from  a  class  of  Catechumens  in  the  said  Church,  by  the  same 
gentleman  ....... 

from  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  Garden'Street,  by  John 
Suydam,  Treasurer,  an  annual  donation  for  the  Perma- 
nent Fund 

from  the  Cent  Society  of  Ncw-Shannack,  Miss  Ann  Hall, 
Treasurer,  by  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Woodhull 

from  the  Consistory  of  New-Shannack,  on  account  of  tlieir 
subscription  to  the  Permanent  Fund,  by  the  Rev.  S.  S 
Woodhull 

from  the  Rev.  S.  N.  Rowan,  agent,  &c.,  for  interest  to  the 
1st  inst.,  on  an  obligation  for  $550,  included  in  the  amount 
formerly  reported  as  Permanent  Fund 

from  the  Rev.  S.  N.  Rowan,  in  part  payment  of  the  principal 
of  said  obligation 


By  balance  due  General  Synod 


Dlls. 
8703 

C. 
18 

15 

10 

109 

11 

51 

200 

14 

30 

75 

51 

3S 

310 

9454 

77 

1646 

12 

ERRORS  EXCEPTED. 


G.  B,  VROOM. 


The  Treasury  Board  respectfully  submit  to  the  General 
Synod  the  following  report. 

The  Board  had  their  first  meeting  shortly  after  their  appoint- 
ment, and  have  since  met  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  every 
month.  They  have  then  regularly  received  the  Treasurer's 
reports,  and  endeavoured  to  the  best  of  their  abihty  to  accom- 
plish the  ends  of  their  appointment.  Their  minutes  and  their 
book  of  accounts  are  now  forwarded  by  their  Chairman,  and 
will  be  presented  to  the  Synod,  if  the  Synod  wish  to  examine 
them. 

It  has  been  made  the  duty  of  the  Board  "  to  keep  a  register 
of  all  the  Congregations  and  Cent  Societies,  noting  opposite  to 
each  the  amount  annually  forwarded  to  the  Treasurer ;"  and 


JUNE,  1819.  39 

*'  to  exhibit  to  General  Synod,  at  every  ordinary  Session,  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  their  accounts." 

The  Board  have  therefore  caused  to  be  prepared,  and  now 
present  to  the  Synod,  the  following 

Register  of  all  the  Congregations  and  Cent  Societies,  from 
which  monies  have  been  received  by  the  Treasurer  of 
General  Synod  from  June  S,  1818,  to  May  28,  1819. 

Total  amount. 
Albany,  North  Church,  a  collection,  received 

December  18,  1818,  $  67  81 

$  67  81, 

Albany,    Second   Reformed   Dutch   Church 

Cent  Society,  received  May  26,  1819,  109  00 

„          A  Class  of  Catechumens,  received 
May  26,  1819, 11  51 


Amity,  a  collection,  received  June  6,  1818,  6  00 


Bedminster,   Female    Cent  Society,   received 

August  25,  1818,  21  37 

„         „         „  March  16,  1819,     17  75 


120  61 
5  CO 

39  12 


Bergen,  Female  Cent  Society,  received  August 

4,  1818,             .             .             .             .  64  50 

„         „         „         „          February  1,  1819,  56  00 

„       Juvenile  Cent  Society,  August  4,  1818,  20  00 

,,       A  collection,  received  August  4,  1818,  15  25 


Bloomingdale,  Female  Cent  Society,  received 

September  24,  1818,         .         .         .         .11125 


155  75 


111  25 


Boght  and  Washington,  a  Cent  Society,  re- 
ceived May  5,  1819,         .         .         .         .          13  00 
„  „  „        a  collection,         .         .       6  00 

.         19  00 

Carried  over,        .         -  $  518  44 


60  JUNE,  1819. 

Brought  forward,           .         .         .         $  618  44 
Brooklyn,  Female  Cent  Society,  received  Au- 
gust 21,  1818, 188  30 

„       „       „  March  1,  1819,     35  68 

„         a  collection,      „      August  21,  1818,     15  00 

30  00 
May  15,  1819,     31  00 

299  98 


J)  J>  5>  J>  ») 


Caatsbaan,  Cent  Society,  received  December 

4,  1818, 17  2a 


Clarkstovvn,  a  collection,  received  October  2, 

1818,       7  46 

'>          J>        >>        ?)        5»        5)        ^5  ■*  -'-' 

„     „     May  25,  1819,  4  00 


Cow  Neck,  L.  I.  a  collection,  received  January 

22,  1819, 8  64 


English  Neighbourhood,  a  collection,  received 

April  28,  1819, 16  00 


Garden-Street  Church,  New-York,  Female 

Cent  Society,  received  January  21,  1819,  89  25 

„  „  ,,      annual  donation  of  the 

Consistory,  received  May  27,  1819,  .       200  00 


Greenbush  and  Bloominggrove,  a  collection, 

received  September  2,  1818,  .         .         16  00 


Greenwich,  Female  Cent  Society,  received  Oc- 
tober 13,  1818, 90  00 


17  20 


12  71 


8  51 


16  00 


289  25 


16  00 


90  00 


Hackinsack  and  Schraalenburgh,  a  collection 

received  February  3,  1819,       .         .  19  60 

19  60 

Carried  over,         .         ,  g  1287  72 


JUNE,    1819.  CJl 

Brought  forward,         .         .  .         g  1287  72 

Haerlem,  Cent  Society,  received  Aprils,  1819,  43  00 

„         a  collection,         „  „     „     „  15  34 


Hampsted,   and    Ramapaugh,    collection?,   re- 
ceived October  20, 1818,  .         .         .         12  18 


Harlingen',  Female  Cent  Society,  received  No- 
vember 11,  1818,  .         ,         .         .         15  75 
,,        a  collection,  received  February  16, 

1819, 22  60 

„        Juvenile  Cent  Society,  received  May 

4,  1819, 13  00 

,,         annual  subscription  of  the  Consistory, 

received  May  4,  1819,  .         .         60  00 


Hillsborough,  a  collection,  received  Septem- 
ber 10,  1818,  .         ,         .         .         .         13  66 


Hillsdale,  Female  Cent  Society,  received  De- 
cember 14,  1818,  .         .         .         10  00 


Hopewell,  Female  Cent  Society,  received  Au- 
gust 7,  1818, 15  50 

Male,        „       „       ,,       „       ,,       „  10  50 

„  Female,  „       „     „   May  12,  1819,  29  23 


Hurley,  Female  Cent  Society,  received  April 

27,  1819, 5  50 


HvDE  Park,  Male  and  Female  Cent  Society,  re- 
ceived January  21,  1819,  .         .         .         21  76 


JAMAICA,  a  collection,  received  May  6,  1819,  22  57 


58  34 


12  18 


101  35 


13  56 


10  00 


55  23 
5  50 

21  76 

22  57 


KixDERHooK,  Female   Cent  Society,  received 

November  17,  1818,         .         .         .         .         50  00 

50  00 

Carried  over,         .         .         g  1638  21 


62  JUNE,  1819. 

Brought  forward,         .         .         .        $  1638  21 
Kingston,  Theological  School  Society,  (a  doDa- 

tion)  received  June  16,  1818,  .         .         21  00 

received 
December  17,  1818,         .         .         .         .         23  00 
„  Female  Cent  Society,  received  June 

15,  1818,  .         .         .         .         35  00 

„         „         „         „       „      Dec.  17,  1818,     17  00 


Linlithgow,  Female   Cent   Society,   received 

November  2,  1818,  "         ....         19  12 


Marbletown,  a  collection,   received  Septem- 
ber 8,  1818,  4 


MiDDLEBURGH,  a  collection,  received  June  9, 

1818, 23  00 


Millstone,  Female  Cent  Society,  received  May 

4,  1819, 20  00 


96  00 


19  12 


4  8& 


23  00 


20  00 


New  Brunswick,  Female  Cent  Society,  receiv- 
ed December  14,  1818,             .         .          .         40  00 
„         „           „         „     April  17,  1819,     35  00 
„         „     "  New  Brunswick  Society,"  Febru- 
ary 2,  1819, 30  00 

105  09 

New   Hackinsack,  Female    Cent  Society,  re- 
ceived August  7,  1818,     .         .         .         .         13  18 

„     „       „       „       M       „  May  25,  1819,     20  28 

33  46 

New  Shannack,  Cent  Society,  received  May  4, 

1819 14  55 

„         „         „         „         „         »      27,  1819,     14  00 
„         ,,       subscription  of  the  Consistory,  re- 
ceived May  27,  1819,        .         .         ,         .         30  75 

59  30 

Carried  over,  •        $  1998  97 


JUNE,  1819.  es 

Brought  forward,         .         .         .         ^  1998  97 
New-York,  Female  Cent  Society,  received  Jan- 
uary 16, 1819, 340  85 

„        annual  donation  of  the  Consistory,  re- 
ceived May  24,  1819         ,         .         .         .350  00 


Northwest  Church,  New- York,  Female  Cent 

Society,received  April  13,  1819,       .         .       28165 

,,         ,,         5,           a  collection,   received 
April  20,  1819, 6  ^6 

Paramus,  Female  Cent  Society,  received  Au- 
gust 24,  1818,  .....  14  00 
„        a  collection,  received  May  25,  1819,       5  00 

Philadelphia  First  Ref.  Dutch  Church,  Fe- 
male Cent  Society,  received  Sept.  23, 1818,      102  00 
„  •.   „       „       „       „       March  27,  1819,     100  00 

Philadelphia,   Second   Ref.   Dutch  Church, 
Cent  Society,  received  February  16, 1819,        34  52 


PoMPTON,  a  collection,  received  Sept.  2,  1818,       6  59 

J5  JJ  >5  5>  J>  >J  1>  t*     '-'0 


PouGHKEEPSiE,  Cent  Society,  received  Novem- 
ber 9,  1818, 23  00 

,,        Female  Cent  Society,  received  No- 
vember 9,  1818,       .         ,        .         .         .        24  00 


Red  Hook,  Female  Cent  Society,  received  No- 
vember 2,  1818,       23  00 


690  85 


288  21 


19  00 


202  00 


34  62 


12  59 


47  00 


23  00 


Hhinebeck,  Male  and  Female  Cent  Society,  re- 
ceived November  2,  1818,         .        .        .        28  00 

28  00 

Carried  over,         .        .        ^  3344  14 
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Brought  forward,         •         -         -         $  3344  14 
Saddle  River  and  Paskeck,  a  collection,  re- 
ceived December  23,  1818,       ...  8  77 


ScHAGHTicoKE,  Female  Cent  Society,  received 

August  26,  1818, 13  00 

„       „       October  12,  1818,  11  00 

April  30,  1819,  16  00 


•>  5>  }>  S5 

>»  J»  >>  55  55 


ScHEKECTADv*,  a  coUcction,  received  November 

27,  1818, 17  20 


ScHRAALENBURGH,  Cent  Socicty,  received  Octo- 
ber 22,  1818, 24  67 

April  30,  1819,     24  24 


JJ  55  5»  5) 


Six  Mile  Run,  Female  Cent  Society,  received 

August  4, 1818, 35  00 

,,     ,,       ,,       Young  Men's  Cent  Society,  re- 
ceived December  23,  1818,       .         .         .        35  00 


Tappan,  a  collection,  received  July  10,  1818,         5  00 

May  25,  1819,         5  50 


3>  55  55 


ToTowA,  Cent  Society,  received  March  9,  1819,     28  00 
,,        a  collection,  received  May  25,  1819,          5  00 


Tyoshoke,    Female    Cent    Society,    received 

March  15,  1819, 12  00 


Warwick,  a  collection,  received  Nov.  16,  1818,     10  19 


8  77 


40  00 


17  20 


48  91 


70  00 

10  50 

33  00 

12  00 
10  19 


Total  amount       $  3,594  7 1 

Besides  the  preparation  of  the  preceding  Register,  it  was 
made  the  duty  of  the  Treasury  Board  "  to  exhibit  to  General 
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Synod  a  detailed  statement  of  their  accounts."  As  the  report 
of  the  Treasurer  is  or  will  be  before  Synod,  the  Board  consider 
the  following  exhibit  to  be  sufficiently  in  detail,  respectfully  re- 
ferring the  Synod  for  further  particulars  to  the  Report  of  the 
Treasurer. 

The  Professorate  account  was  credited  by 
the  Board  with  the  balance  on  the  Trea- 
surer's special  account,  as  on  the  minutes 
in  June  last,  of         .         .         .         .        ^1148  09 

Also  with  ^1097  63  part  of  the  balance 

on  the  ordinary  account,  .         .         .  1097  63 

Also  with  monies  received  at  different  times 

to  the  amount  of    .  ...  1074  52 


3320  24 


And  the  said  account  is  charged  with  pay- 
ments to  professors,  amounting  to  2552  61 

With  the  cost  of  ^2500 — six  per  cent  stock 

of  the  state  of  New- York,  .        .  2558  75 


5111  36 


But  to  the  above  credits  is  to  be  added 
^1360,  that  amount  of  the  stock  having 
been  transferred  from  this  account  to  the 
Permanent  Fund,  so  that  the  credits  alto- 
gether are 4670  24 


And  thus  there  is  a  balance  against  the  Pro- 
fessorate account  of 441   12 


The  Indigent  Students'  account  has  been 
credited  with  ^86  57  a  part  of  the  ba- 
lance on  the  Treasurer's  ordinary  ac- 
count in  June  last,         .         .         .         .         86  57 

With  monies  received  at  different  times  to 

the  amount  of       ...         .  726     2i 


812  59i 

And  the  said  account  has  been  charged  with 

payments  to  the  amount  of  .        .         »        .         1325  00 
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So  that  there  is  a  balance  against  the  Indi- 
gent Students'  account  ef  ....  512  40| 


The  Library  Account  has  been  credited  with 
^182  27  a  part  of  the  balance   on  the 
Treasurer's  ordinary  account  in  June  last      182  27 
with  monies  received  at  diflferent  times,  to 
the  amount  of  .         •         .        .  35  62a 


217  89|: 

The  said  account  has  been  charged  with  a 

payment  to  the  amount  of 353  25 

And  thus  it  appears  that  there  is  a  balance 
against  the  Library  account  of       .         .         . 

The  Contingent  Fund  has  been  credited  with 

monies  received  at  different  times  to  the 

amount  of  ...... 

And  the  said  Fund  has  been  charged  with 

payments  to  the  amount  of  ... 

So  that  there  is  a  balance  against  the  Contin- 
gent Fund  account  to  the  amount  of       *         .         .         110  10 


135  35|; 

272 

2 

382 

12 

The   Permanent  Fund   has   been   credited 
with  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Trea- 
surer, as  stated  i«  his  report  in  June  last,       558  73 
with  monies  received  at  different  times, 
to  the  amount  of         ....         1382  85 


1941  58 


And  the  said  Fund  has  been  charged  with 
the  cost  of  ^1900  of  six  per  cent  stock  of 
the  state  of  New- York,         .         .         .         1909  63 

And  there  is  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the 

Treasurer  of 31  95 


1941  58 
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For  "  the  use  of  the  General  Synod  in  aid  of 
the  Theological  College,"  there  have 
been  received  monies  to  the  amount  of  .         .         2675  76 

And  this  account  is  chargeable  with  the  ba- 
lances against  the  Professorate  account, 
the  Indigent  Students'  account,  and  the 
Library  account.  sssssass 

The  Treasurer  has  received  since  his  last 
report,  monies  to  the  amount  of  .  6381  48 

To  which  are  to  be  added  the  balances  on 
his  several  accounts  as  per  his  report  in 
June  last, 3073  29 


And  he  has  paid 7808  65 

Leaving  in  his  hands  a  balance  of    -        .         1646  12 


9454  77 


9454  77 


It  may  be  proper  for  the  Board  to  add,  that 
there  have  been  received  on  the  Missioa- 
ary  Fund       . 214  68 

That  there  has  been  paid  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Standing  Committee  of  Missions  the 
sum  of  ......        77  29 

And  that  there  is  a  balance  in  the  Treasury 
of  Synod,  in  favour  of  the  Missionary  Fund 
to  the  amount  of  .        .        .        .         137  39 


-    214  68 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


JLL,\ 


s,  s,  woodhull; 

ISJiJlC  HEFEIt,        ^  TreasuTT/  Board. 
JS^^AC  L,  KIP. 


New-York,  May  29,  1819. 
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The  Stated  Clerk  and  the  Treasurer,  who  were  appointed  a 
Committee  "  to  prepare  and  present  to  the  General  Synod,  at 
every  meeting,  a  digest  of  the  debts  and  credits,  and  probable 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  General  Synod,  together  with 
such  suggestions  as  may  be  deemed  expedient  by  said  Commit- 
tee, in  relation  to  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  our  Church," — 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report. 

I.   AS  TO  THE  VAN  BUNSCHOOTEN  FUND. 

The  amount  actually  received  on  this 

fund,  as  stated  in  our  last  report,  was  ^13090  31 

There  have  since  been  discharged  two 
bonds  of  ^1000  each  (paid  in  antici- 
pation)   , 2000  00 

g 15090  31 

The  amount  yet  to  be  received,  paya- 
ble in  future  years  without  interest,  is 3840  00 

The  amount  actually  at  interest,  at  7 

per  cent,  was ^12750  00 

To  this,  add  the  amount  since  received, 
which,  it  is  to  be  supposed,  will  be 
put  out  at  interest  without  delay  .  .        2000  00 

—     14750  00 

And  the  annual  interest  on  such  sum 

would  be 1032  50 

There  had  been  received  for  interest 

on  this  fund,  up  to  the  17th  inst.  .  .     g  869  75 

And  there  was  then  due  for  interest  on 

this  fund 1366  73 


2236  50 


The  Treasurer  of  Queen's  College 
states,  however,  that  to  the  above 
amount  of  interest  there  will  be  a 
charge  for  a  rebate  on  bonds  paid  in 
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anticipation $  515  57 

For  commissions,  discount  on  uncurrent 
money  received,  (some  counterfeit) 
and  expenses  incident  to  the  settle- 
ment with  the  executors  of  the  Rev. 
Elias  Van  Bunschodten 568  85 


1084  42 


Leaving  a  present  balance  (were  the 

interest  all  collected)  of $      1152  08 

to  be  disposed  of  according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  Reve- 
rend Donor.  • 

Your  Committee  respectfully  suggest,  that  Synod  do  now 
earnestly  urge  the  immediate  collection  of  the  interest  due  on 
this  fund,  and  the  prompt  collection  of  it  in  future ;  and  also, 
that  Synod  recommend  some  persons,  who  are  in  indigent  cir- 
cwmstances,  to  receive  aid  from  this  fund. 

II.        AS    TO   THE    PROFESSORAL   FUND. 

The  interest  annually  received  on  this  fund 

ought  to  amount  to ^826  88 

viz.  on  ^9600,  loaned  to  individuals  at  7 

per  cent ^672  00 

on  ^2212  57,  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,     154  88 

^826  88 

From  June  1st,  1818,  to  May  17th,  1819,  there  has  been  paid 
to  your  Professor  only  ^440  09,  from  this  fund  ;  so  that  the  ar- 
rears of  interest  on  this  fund  are  about  ^1200,  including  the  ar- 
rears due  at  the  time  of  our  last  report,  then  estimated  to 
amount  to  about  ^1000,  and  excluding  the  arrears  due  from  the 
Trustees,  on  the  part  of  the  principal,  which  has  not  been  loan- 
ed. The  Synod  will  perceive,  by  another  report,  that  the  ar- 
rears of  interest,  due  from  the  Trustees  on  such  part  of  the 
principal,  amounted  to  g  1 1 72  72  on  the  first  day  of  November 
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last;  and  the  amount  has  of  course  increased  since,  seven 
months  having  elapsed.  So  that  all  the  arrears  of  interest  on 
this  fund  are  about  ^2400. 

Your  Committee  respectfully  suggest  to  Synod  the  propriety 
of  adopting  such  measures  as  shall  secure  to  them  the  benefit  of 
the  proceeds  of  this  fund  as  they  become  due,  and  the  prompt 
payment  of  the  arrears. 

III.        INDIGENT   STUDENTS. 

The  number  of  these  has  increased  during  the  past  year,  and 
consequently  the  sum  required  for  their  aid  has  exceeded  our 
estimate.  We  have  adopted  the  amount  of  the  actual  expendi- 
ture for  them,  from  June  1st,  1818,  to  June  1st,  1819,  as  the 
estimate  of  what  will  be  necessary  for  them,  from  June  1st, 
1919,  to  June  1st,  1820— viz.  ^1323. 

IV.       THE    PERMANENT   FUND. 

The  amount  of  this  stock  is, 
In  stock  of  the  State  of  New- York  at  6 

percent ^1900  00 

Corporation  of  the  city  of  New- York, 

at  6  per  cent. 700  00 

In  individual  obhgations,  at  7  per  cent.  5440  00 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  31  95 

Amounting  to  ^8071  95 

And  its  annual  product  will  be  about 536  00 

V.       THE    PROCEEDS    FROM    PRINTING    THE    CONSTITUTION. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  Synod,  the  Treasurer  has  called  on 
the  Printer  for  the  amount  now  due  from  him,  supposed  to  be 
§25  ;  but  the  money  has  not  yet  been  received. 

VI.       COLLECTIONS    IN    THE    CHURCHES. 

During  the  past  year,  there  has  been  received  from  this 
source  about  the  sum  of  $200,  excluding  the  collections  for  the 
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Missionary  and  Contingent  Funds.  We  have  estimated  the 
receipts  from  this  source  at  the  same  amount,  from  June  1st, 
1819,  to  June  1st,  1820. 

VII.       CENT    SOCIETIES. 

The  receipts  from  these,  during  the  past  year,  will  appear 
from  other  reports.  As  they  have  fallen  short  of  the  estimate 
of  your  Committee,  it  may  be  proper  to  state,  that  their  esti- 
mate was  nineteen  per  cent,  less  than  the  aggregate  of  what 
was  represented  to  them,  by  the  different  agents,  to  be  the 
minimum  wliich  might  be  expected.  We  think  it  may  be  safe 
to  estimate  the  receipts  from  Cent  Societies,  from  June  1st, 
1819,  to  June  1st,  1820,  at  2000.  It  should,  however,  be 
remembered,  that  some  of  these  Cent  Societies  have  hitherto 
made  their  payments  to  the  Permanent  Fund. 

VIII.  STOCK   HELD    BY    THE    TREASURER. 

All  the  stock  which  did  not  belong  to  the  Permanent  Fund, 
which  was  held  at  the  time  of  the  last  report,  has  been  paid  off. 
But  there  is  other  stock,  which  has  been  purchased  on  the  Pro- 
fessorate account,  by  order  of  the  Treasury  Board,  to  the 
amount  of  ^1150;  and  the  interest  will  be  ^69  during  the 
year,  should  it  not  become  necessary  to  dispose  of  said  stock 
and  use  the  money. 

IX.  THE   SUBSCRIPTIONS   MADE    IN    1815. 

All  these  will  be  due  in  August  next.  No  monies  have  been 
received  from  this  source  since  our  last  report.  But  they  ought 
to  be  collected;  and  probably  at  least  ^1000  could  be  realized 
from  them.  They  are  already  appropriated  to  the  Permanent 
Fund. 

Your  Committee  suggest,  that  Synod  ^dopt  measures  to  have 
these  monies  collected  without  delay  after  the  month  of  August 
next. 
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X.      ANNUAL   SUBSCRIPTIONS   OF   CONGREGATIONS. 

Besides  those  mentioned  in  our  last  report,  the  Consistory  of 
the  Church  in  Garden-street,  New- York,  have  agreed  to  pay 
^200  per  annum,  for  five  years,  to  be  added  to  the  Permanent 
Fund,  and  the  first  payment  has  already  been  made. 

XL        THE   MINUTES   OF  SYNOD. 

Your  Committee  estimated  the  arrears  of  ClasRes  for  printed 
minutes  at  ^100,  at  the  time  of  their  last  report.  Since  that 
period,  gl82  90  ought  to  have  been  paid  by  the  Classes  for  the 
Minutes  of  June  and  August  last.  But  only  ^96  1 1  have  been 
received  bluce  Tune  1st,  1818  ;  so  that  it  may  be  justly  estima- 
ted that  ^185  are  still  due. 

Your  Committee  suggest,  that  Synod  take  measures  to  obtain 
the  payment  of  the  arrears  without  delay,  and  to  insure  prompt 
payment  in  future. 

XII.      THE    CONTINGENT    FUND. 

On  this  fund  have  been  received  ^272  02,  and  paid  ^382  12 
since  June  1st,  1818.  This  fund  is  chargeable  with  a  debt  to 
the  Missionary  Fund  of  g4 10  28.  It  will  appear  that  collec- 
tions, in  aid  of  it,  have  been  received  from  only  seventeen  Con- 
gregations during  the  past  year. 

Your  Committee  respectfully  suggest,  that  Synod  enjoin  on 
all  the  ministers  and  Consistories  a  careful  attention  to  the  an- 
nual collection,  ordered  by  Synod,  for  missionary  and  contingent 
purposes. 

XIII.      THE  DONATION  OF   THE  REV.  WILHELMUS  ELTINGE. 

Since  the  last  reportj  one  year's  dividend  has  been  paid  ou 
the  stock  of  which  this  donation  consists,  amounting  to  $15. 
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XIV.      BALANCES   OF   CASH. 

There  are  the  following  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  Trea- 
surer, viz : 

On  the  Permanent  Fund  account  ,  .  ,    $      31  95 

Do.     Missionary  Do.  ...  137  39 

Applicable  to  other  purposes 1476  78 

^1646  12 

as  will  be  seen  from  the  accounts  and  report  of  the  Treasury 

Board. 

XV.   LEGACY  OF  THE  LATE  MISS  REBECCA  KNOX. 

Her  bequest  was  of  ^2000,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Trustees  of  Queen's  College,  and  for  the  use  of  Indigent  Stu- 
dents. This  legacy  has  not  been  paid ;  but  your  Committee 
are  informed,  that  the  sum  of  $360,  for  interest,  is  now  ready  to 
be  paid  to  any  person  duly  authorized  to  receive  the  same. 

Your  Committee  suggest,  that  this  Synod  request  the  Board 
©f  Trustees  of  Queen's  College  to  appoint  some  person  or  per- 
sons to  attend  to  their  interests  in  this  business. 

XVI.      THE    LIBRARY. 

The  Committee  for  this  object  have  purchased  books  to  the 

•amount  of  $391  85,  for  which  they  have  given  drafts  on  the 

Treasury.     Only  $353  25  have  been  paid ;  the  draft  for  the 
remainder  having  not  yet  been  presented  for  payment. 

In  addition  to  the  preceding  particulars,  your  Committee 
respectfully  suggest : 

That  as  the  execution  of  the  plans  of  Synod,  for  forming 
Cent  Societies,  and  obtaining  subscriptions  and  donations,  has 
hitherto  met  with  a  very  limited  success,  therefore  Synod  en- 
tleavour  to   procure  one   or  more  persons,  of  activity,  zeal, 
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and  perseverance,  who  should  be  instructed  to  spend  a  num- 
ber of  months,  of  the  present  year,  as  the  agents  of  Synod. 
Other  Churches  have  adopted  such  a  method  of  executing 
similar  plans  with  those  heretofore  adopted  by  the  SjTiod, 
and  they  have  met  with  far  greater  succcess.  If  this  sug- 
gestion be  adopted,  the  pulpits  of  such  agent  or  agents 
sliould  be  supplied,  their  expenses  paid,  and  a  suitable  com- 
pensation given  them. 

That,  as  Synod  is  now  incorporated,  and  will  appoint  a 
Board  under  their  Charter,  the  duty  of  preparing  an  Annual 
Digest  be  assigned  to  that  Board,  and  the  resolution  repeal- 
ed which   assigns  it  to  the  Stated  Clerk  and  the  Treasurer, 

It  remains  to  add  the  following  Recapitulation, 

I.       DEBTS   OF    THE    GENERAL    SYNOD. 

1.  To  the  Missionary  Fund,  as  stated 

in  the  last  report ^410  28 

Balance  in  the  Treasurer's 

hands 137  39 

^547  67 

2.  To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Livingston,  which 

will  be  in  full  to  June 

1st,  1819 162  75 

3.  „  „  „  James  S.  Cannon,  as 
temporary  Instructor  in  the  Theolo- 
gical College >  .  .  .         300  00 

4.  To  Mr.  John  S.  Mabon,  as  tempo- 
rary Instructer  in  the  Theological 

College 123  00 

5.  Balance  unpaid  on  the  amount  of 

purchase??  for  the  Library 38  60 

$1174  02 
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11.   CREDITS  OF  THE  GENERAL  SYNOD. 

1.  Amount  unpaid  by  the  Classes  for 

Minutes,  estimated  at $     185  00 

2.  Amount  of  interest  from  the  Trustees 
of  Queen's  College,  (see  the  second 

head  of  this  report) ^1172  72 

Add  interest  on  ^2212  57, 
from  November  1 ,  1818 
to  June  1  st,  1819,  seven 
months,  at  7  per  cent.  .  84  50 

.-^ ^— ,—       1257  22 

3.  Amount  of  cash  in  the  hands  of  the 

Treasurer .  .  «       1646  12 

4.  Amount  of  arrears  on   the  bonds 

given  for  the  Professoral  Fund 1 200  00 

5.  Amount  of  balance  on  the  interest  of 
the  Van  Bunschooten  Fund,  to  the 
17th    May,    1819,    (See    the    first 

head  of  this  report)  ...,.......,..,       1 1 52  03 

6.  Legacy  of  Miss  Knox 2000  00 

7.  Interest  on  this  legacy,  ready  to  be 

paid 360  00 

8.  Amount  due  from  the  Printer  of 

the  Constitution     25  00 

III.   FUNDS  OF  THE  GENERAL  SYNOD. 

i,  Professoral  Fund,  invested  ^9600  5 
in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of 
Queen's  College  $2212  57     ^11812  57 

2.  Van  Bunschooten  Fund,   received 

<^15090  31  :  to  be  received,  ^840 18930  31 

3.  Permanent  Fund,  invested  ^8040 ; 

balance  in  the  Treasury,  $31  95     8071  95 

4.  Stock,  not  Permanent  Fund 1 1 50  00 
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IV.      ESTIMATE    OP    EXPENSES    FROM    JUNE    IST,  1819,   TO 
JUNE  1st,  1820. 

1.  Payment  of   debts,    as  mentioned   under  the 

first  head  of  this  recapitulation ^1174  02 

2.  Salaries  of  two  Professors  for  the  year     ....  3300  00 

3.  For  Indigent  Students 1 325  00 

4.  For  the  Library 250  00 

5.  For  contingent  expenses,  including  deficiency  of 

last  year 350  00 

V.   ESTIMATE  OF  THE  AMOUNT  OF  MONIES  THAT  SHOULD  BE 
RECEIVED,  FROM  JUNE  IST,  1819,  TO  JUNE  IST,  1820. 

1 .  On  the  Van  Bunschooten  Fund,  one  year's  in- 
terest, about        ^1032  50 
„        „        „        „        „  arrears  of  in- 

terest, about       1150  00 

3.  On  the  Professoral  Fund,  one  year's  interest  .  .         826  88 
,,        ,,        „        „       arrears  on  the  bonds 
given    for    a    part   of 
this  Fund,  about       1200  00 

,,        5,        5,        „       interest  due  from  the 

Trustees  of  Queen's  College 1257  22 

3.  On  the  Permanent  Fund,  one  year's  interest .  .         536  00 

4.  On  the  stock,  not  Permanent  Fund,  one  year's 

interest 69  00 

5.  One  year's  dividend  on  ten  shares  of  Bergen 
Turnpike  Stock 15  00 

6.  From  Cent  Societies,  about       2000  00 
7  From  subscriptions  of  1815,  appropriated  to  the 

Permanent  Fund,                                          about  1000  00 

8.  Arrears  of  Classes  for  printed  Minutes,       about  180  00 

9.  The  annual  subscriptions  of  Congregations  or 
Consistories,                                                 about  630  00 
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10.  Fromcollections  for  the  Contingent  Fund,  about  250  00 

11.  From  other  collections  in  the  Churches,  about  200  00 

12.  Interest  on  the  Legacy  of  Miss  Knox    .....  360  00 

13.  From  the  Printer  of  the  Constitution 25  00 

14.  From  Classes,  for  Minutes  of  the  year  1819  .  .  140  00 

To  this  estimate  your  Committee  would  add,  that  the  actual 
receipts  will  probably  fall  far  short  of  the  amount  that  should 
he  received.  New  and  more  successful  exertions  would,  of 
course,  increase  the  means  of  Synod ;  but,  at  present,  the  actual 
receipts,  from  June  1st,  1819,  to  June  1st,  1820,  may  not  be 
estimated  at  much,  if  any,  more  than, 

For  the  Permanent  Fund,    ......     ^1400  00 

For  current  expenditure      4500  00 

To  this  add  the  balance  in  the  Treasury,      1 646  1 2 


$7546  12 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

S.  S.  WOODHULL,  Stated  Clerk. 
G.  B.  FROOM,  Treasurer. 

Mew-York,  Ma^  29,  1819. 

The  said  report  of  a  digest,  was  referred  to  the  Rev.  Joha 
Knox,  Stephen  N.  Rowan,  and  Jacob  Van  Vechten,  as  a  special 
Committee. 

This  Committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and 
IS  as  follows,  viz. : 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  digest  prepared 
by  the  Stated  Clerk  and  Treasurer  of  Synod,  and  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  conference  with  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  Col- 
lege, respectfully  report, 
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That  upon  the  inspection  of  the  papers  committed  to  them, 
they  find,  1.  That  there  is  a  balance  of  ^25  due  Synod,  on  the 
proceeds  from  printing  the  Constitution. 

2.  That  the  monies  subscribed  in  1815,  and  appropriated  to 
the  permanent  fund,  will  become  due  in  August  next. 

3.  That  there  is  a  balance  due  for  printed  minutes  of  Synod, 
of  ^185. 

4.  That  respecting  the  Van  Bunschooten  fund,  they  find 
charged  a  rebate  of  ^515  57,  on  bonds  paid  in  anticipation;  and 
^568  85,  for  commissioris,  discount  on  uncurrent  money,  (some 
counterfeit)  and  expenses  incident  to  the  settlement  with  the 
executors  of  the  Rev.  E.  Van  Bmischooteii. 

5.  That  upon  the  part  of  the  Professoral  fund  which  has  been 
loaned,  there  is  due  from  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  College,  about 
^1200  interest,  and  upon  that  part  of  the  same  fund  which  has 
not  been  loaned,  there  are  arrearages  of  interest  due,  amount- 
ing to  above  $  1 1 72.  j^ 

All  these  points  your  Committee  believe  demand  the  atten- 
tion of  Synod. 

Your  Committee  would  therefore  recommend  the  following 
resolutions : 

1 .  Resolved,  That  the  Corporation  of  Synod  be  directed  to 
collect  the  money  due  from  the  Printer  of  the  Constitution,  and 
that  due  for  printed  minutes  of  Synod. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  agents  to  whom  the  subscriptions  of 
1813  were  made  payable,  or  who  have  obtained  subscriptions 
under  the  order  of  Synod,  be,  and  hereby  are  directed  to  collect 
the  monies  that  shall  become  due  on  those  subscriptions,  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  pay  them  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Corpo- 
ration. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Corporation  of  the  Synod  be  requested 
to  take  measures  for  ascertaining  the  precise  nature  of  the  de- 
ductions from  the  Van  Bunschooten  fund,  of  ^1084  42,  as 
charged  by  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  College. 

4.  Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  the  arrear- 
ages due  upoQ  the  Professoral  fund,  both  on  ac(iount  of  monies 
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loaned  and  not  loaned,  have  been  accumulating  from  time  to 
time,  whilst  Synod  were  obliged  to  meet  drafts  upon  this  fund 
from  other  resources ;  and  therefore  Synod  are  entitled  to  be 
refunded  so  much  of  what  has  been  so  advanced,  as  shall  equal 
the  value  of  those  arrearages  due  the  Professoral  fund — 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Corporation  of  Synod  be  di- 
rected forthwith  to  effect  a  settlement ;  to  collect  the  amount 
due  upon  the  above  principles,  and  invest  the  same  in  some 
public  stocks  ;  or  that  if  tlie  Trustees  are  not  in  funds  to  repay 
those  monies,  the  Corporation  take  their  bond  for  the  same. 

Lastly,  Your  Committee  recommend,  that  the  duty  of  pre- 
paring an  annual  digest,  hereafter  devolve  upon  the  Corporation 
of  Synod,  and  that  the  Treasurer  and  Stated  Clerk  be  released 
therefrom. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHJ^  KXOX,  Chairman. 

Whereas  there  has  been  manifested  on  various  occasions,  a 
difference  of  opinion,  in  relation  to  funds  and  other  property  in 
the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  College,  applicable  to 
the  support  of  the  Theological  College,  located  at  New-Bruns- 
wick, under  the  superintendance  of  the  General  Synod,  there- 
fore Resolved,  as  an  amicable  measure,  and  calculated  to  pre- 
vent future  collisions  and  difficulties,  that  the  Board  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  this  Synod  be  instructed,  and  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Queen's  College  be  requested,  to  enter  into  an  examination 
of  the  whole  subject,  and  that  the  Board  of  the  Corporation 
report  to  this  Synod  at  their  next  meeting. 

ARTICLE  XXIL 

Pastoral  Letter. 
Nothing  occurred. 
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ARTICLE  XXIII. 

Synodical  Archives* 
Nothing  occurred. 


ARTICLE  XXIV. 

Resumption  and  Close, 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Resohed,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  pubhsh  one  thousand  copies 
of  the  Minutes  of  this  Synod,  duly  authenticated ;  that  he  dis- 
tribute among  the  Classes  the  number  of  copies  directed  by 
them;  and  that  he  be  authorized  to  offer  the  surplus  copies 
for  sale  to  any  individuals  desirous  of  purchasing  them,  for 
twenty-five  cents  each ;  giving  notice  that  they  are  thus  for 
sale  in  the  public  papere  of  New- York  and  Albany. 

ARTICLE  XXV. 

Adjournment. 
Synod  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  city  of  New- York  on  the 
first  Wednesday  of  June,  1820,  at  10,  A.  M. 

JOHJ^  J!f.  BRADFORD,  President, 
JACOB  B  ROD  HEAD,  Adsessor. 
STEPHEJr  JV.  ROWAJ^r,    >  Clerks,  pro 
JOHJV  KJ^OX,  \     tempore. 

Official  copy  from  the  Original  Minutes. 

SELAH  S,  WOODHULL,  Stated  Clerk, 
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ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in 
JVorth  America,  convened  in  the  City  of  JYew-  York,  on 
Wednesday,  the  seventh  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty.  The 
Session  continued  from  the  seventh  day  of  June  to  the 
fifteenth  day  of  June,  inclusive. 


FORMATION  OF  SYNOD. 

i. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Opening  of  the   Synod. 

The  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  John 
M.  Bradford,  the  President  of  the  last  General  Synod. 

A  Sermon  was  preached  in  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of 
the  Session,  by  the  Rev.  C.  D.  Westbrook,  from  Isa.  62.  1. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Members  present. 

FROM  THE  PARTICULAR  SYNOD  OP  NEW-YORK. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  New-York. 

Rev.  Dr.  PhiUp  Milledoler,  Cornelius  C.  Vermeule,  and 

Paschal  N.  Strong.* 

*  The  primarius,  Rev,  C.  Bork,  took  his  seat  on  the  first  day  of  the  Sessi©». 
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ARTICLE  III. 

Moderators. 

Rev.  Dr.  James  S.  Cannon  was  chosen  President. 

Rev.  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler  was  chosen  Asessor. 

Rev.  Samuel  A.  Van  Vrankin  and  John  Gosman  were  cho- 
sen Clerks. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Stated  Clerk,  re- 
signing his  office. 

Resolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted,  and  that  the 
thanks  of  the  Synod  be  presented  to  Mr.  Woodhull  for  his 
services. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  John  Knox  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
appointed,  Stated  Clerk, 


ACTS  OF  SYJVOD. 

ARTICLE  L 

Orders  and  Rules. 


These  were  read. 


ARTICLE  II. 


Standing  Committees. 

The  following  Committees  were  appointed  : 

Committee  on  the  Professorate. — Rev.  Dr.  Solomon  Fraeligh; 
Jacob  Schoonmaker,  P.  I.  Van  Pelt,  Stephen  Ostrander, 
Brogan  Hoff,  and  the  Elders,  Messrs.  E.  Van  Gelder  and  P. 
Voorhees. 

Committee  on  Synodical  Mirmtes, — Rev.  C.  Bork,  J.  S. 
Vredenburgh,  and  the  Elder  Mr.  C.  Miller. 

Committee  on  Correspondence. — Rev.  D.  Parker,  J.  Come- 
lison,  R.  Sluyter,  and  the  Elders,  G.  W.  Mentz  and  G.  Van 
Riper. 
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Committee  on  Missio7^s. — Rev.  Dr.  Yates,  W.  Ellinge,  J. 
H.  Carle,  J.  Cornelison,  and  the  Elder,  A.  Van  Dyke. 

Committee  on  the  state  of  Religion. — Rev.  Dr.  P.  Milledo- 
ler,  P.  Duryee,  J.  Van  Vechten,  J.  T.  Chrystie,  and  the  El- 
der, E.  Ein. 

Committee  on  Gravamina. — Rev.  J.  V.  C,  Romeyn,  J. 
Schoonmaker,  J.  H.  Carle,  S.  Ostrander,  and  the  Elder,  C. 
Van  Deusen. 

Committee  of  Overtures. — Rev.  C.  C.  Ver  Meule,  J.  Sickles, 
D.  Parker,  and  the  Elder,  Abraham  Child. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Communications. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Helfenstein  laid  upon  the  table  of  Synod  the 
minutes  of  the  German  Reformed  Synod,  which  were  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Consistory  of  the 
Church  of  Poughkeepsie,  the  Consistory  of  the  Church  of  Ro- 
chester, and  the  Church  of  the  English  Neighbourhood,  re- 
commending Richard  D.  Van  Kleek,  Robert  Loomis,  and 
Asa  Bennett,  as  proper  persons  to  be  assisted  from  the  Van 
Bunschoten  fund,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Professorate. 

Application  was  made  by  Abraham  Frost,  to  be  admitted  to 
aa  examination  for  lincensure,  which  was  also  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Synod  of  the  As- 
sociate Reformed  Church,  containing  a  resolution  of  that  bo- 
dy, designating  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mason,  Rev.  R.  B.  E.  M'Leod, 
and  the  Rev,  Dr.  Alexander  Proudfit,  and  the  Elders,  Silas  E. 
Weir,  and  Peter  M'Cartee,  Esqrs.  as  Commissioners  to  con- 
fer with  such  Committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  this  Synod, 
on  the  subject  of  effecting  a  union  between  the  two  bodies, 
which  was  referred  to  a  special  Committee,  consisting  of 
Rev.  C.  C.  Cuyler,  D.  S.  Bogart,  C.  D.  Westbrook,  and  the 
Elders  D.  Vangelder,  and  James  Oliver. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Mr.  Z.  Lewis,  Re- 
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cording  Secretary  of  the  United  Foreign  Missionary  Society, 
requesting  the  approbation  of  Synod  to  the  following  altera- 
tion in  the  constitution  of  the  United  Foreign  Missionary  So- 
ciety— "  In  article  3d,  strike  out  the  words  Corresponding  Se- 
cretary, and  insert  the  words,  a  Secretary  for  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence, a  Secretary  for  Domestic  Correspondence.^'' 

Resolved,  That  Synod  do  concur  in  said  alteration. 

The  Standing  Committee  of  Missions  made  the  following 
report,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions  : 

The  Committee  of  Missions  of  General  Synod  report — 
•    That  they  held  their  first  meeting,  and  were  organized  on 
the  23d  July,  1819. 

As  no  books,  nor  other  documents  belonging  to  the  former 
Committee  of  Missions,  had  been  forwarded,  they  took  im- 
mediate steps  to  procure  them,  but  did  not  succeed  till  the 
month  of  October  following  ;  in  consequence  of  which  their 
operations  for  that  period  were  entirely  suspended. 

On  examining  into  the  state  of  the  Missionary  fund  when 
those  documents  were  obtained,  it  appeared,  that  there  was 
lodged  in  the  Bank  of  Albany  -         -         -         |410  63 

Jn  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod  137  39 

And  that  a  loan  had  been  made  to  General  Synod  of    410  30 


Making  in  all,  the  sum  of         -         -         -         -         $958  30 


Of  that  sum  there  has  been  paid  to  the  Treasurer 

of  the  Committee $548     2 

The  remaining  sum  of-         -         -         -         -  410  28 

taken  on  loan  by  the  General  Synod,  has  not  yet  been  re- 
funded. 

On  the  small  amount  placed  at  the  disposal  of  your  Com- 
mittee, there  were  two  orders  : 

The  first  in  favour  of  the  Rev.  Isaiah  Y.  Johnson,  pay- 
able by  a  resolution  of  General  Synod  of  June,  1818,  for 
$50.  The  second  in  favour  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia, 
payable  by  a  resolution  of  General  Synod  at  their  last  sessions, 
for  $75,     These  orders  have  been  duly  honoured. 
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Finding  from  the  scanty  funds  placed  at  their  disposal,  that 
their  efforts  for  the  year  must  be  exceedingly  limited,  they 
appointed  a  Sub-committee  to  examine  the  Minutes  of  Gene- 
ral Synod  from  the  first  appointment  of  a  Committee  of 
Missions. 

That  Committee  was  dii^ected  to  inquire  what  resolutions 
had  been  passed  by  General  Synod  for  raising  funds  for  Mis- 
sionary purposes  ;  to  ascertain  from  their  Minutes,  and  otlier 
accessible  sources  of  information,  how  far  such  resolutions 
had-been  complied  with  ;  and  to  determine  whether  any,  and 
if  any,  what  general  plan  could  be  devised  for  improving  their 
finances. 

From  their  report  it  appeared,  that  General  Synod  had 
from  time  to  time  passed  resolutions,  enjoining  it  upon  all 
their  congregations  to  take  up  collections  for  the  Missionary 
fund.  They  were  apprehensive,  however,  that  those  resolu- 
tions had  in  numerous  instances  not  been  complied  with.  In 
the  past  year  the  orders  of  General  Synod  have  been  com- 
plied with,  so  far  as  is  officially  known  to  your  Committee,  in 
only  one  single  instance. 

To  call  the  attention  of  the  Churches  to  this  subject,  a  Cir- 
cular was  addressed  last  autumn  to  one  of  the  Ministers  of 
each  Classis,  requesting  to  be  informed  of  the  number,  names, 
and  situation  of  places  within  the  bounds  of  such  Classis  to 
which  Missionaries  should  be  sent ;  what  Missionary  stations 
might  be  occupied  with  the  greatest  prospects  of  usefulness  ; 
the  number  of  Missionaries  that  ought  to  be  employed,  and 
for  what  time  ;  whether  the  injunction  of  General  Synod  or- 
dering collections  for  Missionary  purposes,  had  been  compli- 
ed with,  and  if  so,  to  what  extent ;  whether  they  could  suggest 
means  for  increasing  Missionary  zeal ;  and,  finally,  whether  it 
would  be  practicable  and  expedient  to  institute  Female  Cent 
Societies. 

The  gentlemen  thus  addressed,  were  requested  to  confer 
with  their  Brethren  on  these  points  ;  and  to  transmit  an  an- 
swer to  the  Committee  as  soon  as  possible. 

To  these  inquiries,  answers  have  been  received  from  Minis- 
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tefs  of  the  Classes  of  Philadelphia,  New-Brunswick,  Bergen, 
Paramus,  Ulster,  Albany,  and  Washington. 

Some  of  these  are  very  interesting,  pointing  out  Missionary 
ground,  and  urging  the  Committee,  by  various  and  most  im- 
portant considerations,  promptly  and  vigorously  to  prosecute 
their  work  ;  but  none  of  them  have  stated  the  annual  amount 
collected  in  their  respective  congregations. 

Whilst  your  Committee  were  thus  endeavouring  to  obtain 
Missionary  funds,  they  were  also  careful  to  ascertain  the  most 
promising  fields  for  Missionary  labour.  In  addition  to  Upper 
Canada,  and  the  bounds  of  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  re- 
commended by  Synod,  and  to  which,  for  want  of  funds  as  well 
as  of  Missionaries,  they  have  hitherto  not  been  able  to  attend, 
the  following  places  have  been  earnestly  recommended  to 
their  notice,  namely:  such  parts  of  Pennsylvania  as  cannot  be 
supplied  by  the  German  Reformed  Synod  ;  Milford,  in  Pike 
coanty,  Pennsylvania;  Spostswood,  situated  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Classis  of  Nev/ -Brunswick  ;  Stillwater,  in  Sussex  coun- 
ty, New-Jersey  ;  Harsimus  and  Hoboken,  in  New-Jersey,  op- 
posite the  city  of  New-York  ;  Upper  Neversink  and  Middle- 
town,  within  the  bounds  of  t)ie  Classis  of  Ulster ;  Caldwell, 
Warrensburgh,  Johnsburgh,  and  Athol,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  New- York  ;  and,  finally,  the  environs  of  the  city 
of  New- York  itself. 

The  inhabitants  of  many  of  those  places  are,  from  various 
causes,  attached  to  the  Dutch  Church ;  are  anxious  for  Mis- 
sionary help,  and  are  wilhng,  so  far  as  their  means  will  ex- 
tend, to  aid  the  Missionary  cause. 

In  some  of  these  places,  considerable  sums  can  be  raised 
Annually,  in  part  payment  of  Missionaries  ;  and  there  is  a  fair 
prospect,  at  no  very  distant  period,  of  erecting  Churches,  and 
organizing  respectable  congregations. 

Your  Committee  having  been  informed  that  a  Missionary 
would  be  acceptable  and  useful  at  Spotswood,  New-Jersey ; 
and  having  found  on  inquiry  a  large  body  of  people  there,  who 
Were  destitute  of  the  stated  ministrations  of  the  Gospel,  em- 
ployed Mr.  I.  A.  Van  Hook,  a  Licentiate  of  the  Dutch  Church, 
to  preach  to  them  for  three  months.     Having  at  the  close  of 
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that  lime  received  encouragement  to  continue  his  labours,  he 
was  employed  for  another  term  of  three  months ;  and  your 
Committee  have  the  pleasure  to  state,  that  the  attention  of 
the  people  has  been  called  to  the  means  of  grace,  and  that 
the  corner  stone  of  a  New  Dutch  Church,  45  feet  by  60,  was 
laid  by  Professor  Livingston,  accompanied  by  Professor  Lud- 
low, on  Wednesday,  the  3d  of  last  May. 

They  have  also  resolved  to  employ  Mr.  Isaac  Fisher,  a  Li- 
centiate of  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick,  to  preach  in  the 
suburbs  of  this  city  for  three  months,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  attempt  to  collect  a  congregation  ;  and  a  Sub-com- 
mittee has  been  appointed  to  provide  a  place  or  places  for  his 
ministrations. 

Whilst  other  denominations  have  laboured  with  indefatiga- 
ble industry  for  the  extension  of  their  bounds,  our  Church  has 
done  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  for  the  advancement  of  hei 
particular  interests. 

The  efforts  of  the  Committee  of  Missions  have  been  para- 
lyzed for  years  together,  for  the  want  of  pecuniary  means  ; 
and  if  something  effectual  is  not  done  to  strengthen  their 
hands,  the  cause  of  Missions  will  continue  to  languish,  and  the 
most  promising  situations  for  new  Churches  will  soon  be 
wrested  from  us  for  ever. 

Your  Committee  consider  its  operations,  on  a  large  scale, 
as  immediately  and  intimately  blended  not  only  with  the  pre- 
servation and  extension  of  the  truth  of  God  upon  earth,  but 
also  with  the  future,  and  perhaps  vital,  interests  of  our  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  If  one  young  man  on  leaving  that  Semi- 
nary can  be  taken  by  the  hand,  employed  by  this  Committee, 
and  intelhgently  directed  to  proper  spheres  of  action,  it  will 
have  no  small  tendency,  when  connected  with  other  consi- 
derations, to  attract  Students  to  your  School,  It  will  give  an 
able  and  faithful  ministry  to  newly  formed  Churches  ;  and 
will  be  calculated  to  excite  both  in  Pastors  and  people,  an 
affectionate  attachment  to  your  Churches  and  Seminary,  fol- 
lowed by  their  most  cordial  support. 

Your  Committee  have  been  informed,  that  money  has  been 
collected  for  Missionary  purposes,  and  detained  by  Classes  fpr 
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their  own  Missionary  use.  General  Synod  will  perceive,  that 
if  this  principle  be  recognised,  it  will  create  no  small  confu- 
sion in  projecting  and  executing  Missionary  plans  ;  and  that  if 
carried  to  any  considerable  extent,  it  must  and  will  deprive 
the  Church  of  the  advantage  of  well  concerted  and  energetic 
Missionary  movements,  and  effectually  destroy  the  whole  ob- 
ject of  Synod  in  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Missions. 
Application  has  been  made  during  the  past  year,  in  favour  of 
congregations  labouring  under  pecuniary  embarrassments. — 
They  were  represented  as  in  danger  of  being  deprived  of  the 
stated  ministrations  of  the  word,  and  of  perhaps  changing 
their  Ecclesiastical  relation. 

Unable  to  meet  other,  and  as  they  conceived,  more  press- 
ing calls  for  assistance — apprehensive  of  the  consequences  of 
such  a  precedent — and  believing  that  the  power  given  them 
by  General  Synod  did  not  extend  to  such  a  case,  your  Com- 
mittee declined  acting  upon  it.  They  would  beg  leave,  how- 
ever, to  refer  to  Synod  the  principle  involved  in  this  applica- 
tion, and  will  offer  a  resolution  at  the  close  of  this  report,  that 
may  lead  to  a  final  decision  on  the  subject. 

If  General  Synod  will  take  prompt  and  vigorous  measures, 
at  this  time,  to  increase  the  Missionary  fund,  much  may  be 
done  in  the  coming  year  ;  and  when  your  Committee  consider 
the  extensive  regions  on  oar  frontier  which  are  destitute  of 
the  means  of  grace — the  rapidity  with  which  new  settlements 
are  forming — the  cries  of  the  destitute  for  help — the  young 
men  annually  issuing  from  our  Theological  Institution — and 
the  almost  unprecedented  facility  with  which,  at  this  period, 
they  may  extend  the  truth,  increase  their  strength,  and  serve 
their  Saviour,  they  are  anxious  that  something  may  be  done, 
proportioned  to  the  exigency  of  the  case,  the  prospects  be- 
fore them,  and  that  shall  bo  worthy  of  this  Synod. 

To  elicit  the  views  of  Synod  on  this  subject,  your  Com- 
mittee propose  to  them,  with  much  deference,  the  following 
plan  and  resolutions : 

1st.  That  all  the  Classes  within  our  bounds  be  constituted 
Auxiliaries  to  General  Synod,  in  the  cause  of  domestic  Mis- 
sions. 
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2d.  That,  as  such,  they  be  empowered  and  directed  to 
take  prompt  and  effectual  measures  to  promote  missionary 
efforts. 

3d.  That  they  be  directed  to  request  their  Ministers  and 
Consistories  to  call  the  people,  over  whom  they  preside,  with 
renewed  zeal,  to  the  great  duty  of  evangelii^ing  the  world  ; 
and  especially  of  supplying  the  famishing  inhabitants  of  our 
frontier  settlements  with  the  bread  of  life. 

4th.  That  they  be  enjoined,  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
rising  of  General  Synod,  to  appoint  judicious,  active,  and 
zealous  men,  to  pass  through  their  respective  congregations, 
to  solicit  and  take  up  subscriptions  for  missionary  purposes — 
to  institute,  and  to  receive  the  avails  of  Cent  Societies— to 
present  their  subscription  lists  to  their  Consistories,  and  to 
pay  over  into  their  hands  all  moneys  which  they  shall  have 
received — that  such  moneys  be  paid  by  the  Consistories  to 
the  Questors  of  Classes,  and  be  by  them  transmitted  forthwith 
to  Mr.  John  I.  Westervelt  of  New- York,  Treasurer  of  the 
Committee  of  Missions. 

5th.  That  the  Classes  be  directed  to  notice  delinquent 
congregations,  and  to  make  an  annual  report  of  all  their  mis- 
sionary proceedings,  including  the  annual  collections,  to  the 
Standing  Committee  of  Missions,  in  such  time,  that  said 
Committee  may  be  enabled  in  their  report  to  Synod,  to  pre- 
sent a  complete  view  of  all  our  missionary  transactions  for 
the  past  year. 

6th.  That  the  Committee  of  Missions  be  directed  to  report 
to  General  Synod,  the  sums  annually  received  from  each  con- 
gregation, together  with  the  names  of  the  persons  by  whom 
they  were  collected,  and  that  the  same  be  published  in 
the  minutes  of  General  Synod,  for  the  information  of  the 
Churches. 

With  the  above  plan  your  Committee  connect  the  follow, 
ing  resolutions : 

1st.  That  a  Special  Committee  be  appointed  to  draft  a 
i*astoral  Letter  to  the  Churches,  under  the  care  of  this  Synod, 
to  awaken  their  zeal  in  the  missionary  cause. 
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2d.  That  the  Committee  of  Missions  be  authorised  to 
exercise  a  discretionary  power,  in  assisting  congregations, 
already  supphed  with  the  Gospel,  in  cases  of  extraordinary 
emergency. 

3d.  That  it  be  recommended  to  such  Classes  as  may 
have  money  in  their  hands,  raised  for  missionary  purposes,  to 
transmit  the  same,  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable,  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Committee  of  Missions. 

4th.  That  the  Trustees  of  General  Synod  be  directed  to 
refund  the  sum,  taken  by  General  Synod  on  loan  from  this 
Committee ;  and  that  no  moneys,  raised  for  missionary  pur- 
poses, be  appropriated  in  future,  excepting  in  the  extraordi- 
nary case,  contemplated  in  the  second  resolution,  to  any  other 
use  whatsoever. 

5th.  That  the  choice  of  missionary  stations  be  henceforth 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Committee  of  Missions. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Signed,  by  order  of  the  Committee, 

PH.  MILLEDOLER,  President. 

Mw-York,  May  29,   1820. 

A  communication  was  received  on  the  subject  of  Missions, 
from  the  Rev.  Abner  Wright,  which  was  referred  to  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  of  Missions. 

Communications  from  several  Classes,  consenting  to  such  a 
change  of  the  Constitution,  as  to  require  Students  of  Theolo- 
gy, after  they  have  completed  their  course  of  study,  to  return 
to  their  respective  Classis  for  examination  and  licensure,  un- 
less liberty  be  obtained  from  the  Classis  to  which  they  belong, 
to  be  examined  and  licensed  in  some  other  Classis  ;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  brought  in  the  following 
Report,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Profes- 
sorate : 

The  Board  of  Superintendents,  in  obedience  to  the  order 
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of  General  Synod,  present  to  that  reverend  body  the  follow- 
ing, as  their  Annual  Report  : 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  Synod,  passed  at  their 
meeting  in  June  last,  the  Board  met  in  the  city  of  New-Bruns- 
wick, on  the  first  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1819,  that  being 
the  time  appointed  by  the  Synod  for  opening  the  Theological 
School :  and  they  take  the  liberty  of  expressing  to  Synod  the 
gratification  which  they  felt  on  finding  the  Seminary  under 
their  superintending  care,  again  furnished  with  an  additional 
Professor  ;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ludlow  having  been  installed  in  his 
office,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  Synod.  That  the  Great  Head 
of  the  Church  may  strengthen  him,  still  further  qualify  him 
for  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  make  him  a  lasting  blessing  to 
the  Institution  over  which  he  presides,  is  the  sincere  prayer  of 
the  Board. 

The  School  was  not  opened  on  the  first  day  of  September 
last,  as  was  ordered  by  the  Synod.  The  junior  Professor  in- 
formed the  Board,  that,  in  consequence  of  his  late  appoint- 
ment to  his  office,  he  had  not  been  able  to  make  such  prepa- 
rations as  he  conceived  were  necessary  for  a  profitable  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  assigned  him  ;  and  submitted  to  the 
Board  the  propriety  of  delaying  the  commencement  of  the 
session  until  the  1st  of  November.  Such  delay  the  Board 
did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  authorise  ;  nor  did  they,  in  their  of- 
ficial capacity,  authorise  it,  although  they  felt  constrained,  as 
individuals,  to  assent  to  its  propriety.  Still  they  believed  that, 
under  existing  circumstances,  and  with  the  assurance  that  tlie 
indulgence  was  asked,  and  expected,  for  the  time  being  only, 
the  Synod  would  not  hesitate  to  give  to  the  course  pursued, 
their  approbation. 

The  intimation  having  gone  abroad,  that  the  School  would 
not  be  opened  as  early  as  contemplated  by  the  Synod,  the  con- 
sequence was,  that  at  the  time  when  the  Board  met,  no  appli- 
cations, except  in  three  instances,  were  made  for  admission, 
which  rendered  it  necessary  for  the  Board  to  hold  an  adjourn- 
ed meeting  on  the  first  day  of  November,  which  they  accord- 
ingly resolved  to  do.  On  the  day  appointed,  no  Board  appear- 
ed ;  no  arrangements,  or  appropriations  respecting  the  School, 
were  made  :  the  whole  care  thereof  consequently  devolved 
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on  the  Professors  ;  and  the  Board  are  happy  to  state,  that  its 
concerns  have  been  so  managed  by  them,  that  no  serious  in- 
convenience has  been  experienced  during  the  session. 

On  the  22d  of  May,  1820,  the  Board  held  their  annual 
meeting,  for  the  purpose  of  superintending  the  examination  of 
the  Students  in  the  College.  The  following  is  a  list  of  those 
Students  who  were  examined,  viz. — Eli  Baldwin,  Jared  Dew- 
ing, Isaac  Fisher,  Gabriel  Ludlow,  John  Van  Lieuw,  Abraham 
I.  Swits,  Paul  Wiedman,  Isaac  Ferris,  of  the  first  class:  Mau- 
rice W.  Dwight,  Jacob  Bruyn  Ten  Eyck,  Isaac  S.  Ketchum, 
Peter  P.  Rouse,  Joseph  Wilson,  of  the  second  class  :  John 
M'Clure,  Richard  V.  Dey,  Herman  B.  Stryker,  John  Van 
Derveer,  Richard  Wynkoop,  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  of  the  third 
class,  Mr.  Seymour  Vonk,  of  the  first  class,  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Van  Vechten,  who  had  attended  a  great  part  of  the  session, 
were,  from  unavoidable  circumstances,  not  present  at  the  ex- 
amination. 

As  the  gentlemen  of  the  third  class  had  been  informally  ad- 
mitted into  the  Seminary,  they  were,  on  producing  the  proper 
testimonials  of  their  church  membership,  and  of  their  classi- 
cal attainments,  accredited  by  the  Board  as  members  of  the 
School. 

In  attending  to  the  examination  of  the  Students,  the  Board 
were  well  satisfied  with  the  proficiency  which  they  had  made 
in  the  various  branches  to  which  they  had  attended  ;  and  it  is 
with  pleasure  they  state  to  Synod,  that  the  specimens  exhibit- 
ed to  them,  evinced  both  the  ability  and  faithfulness  of  the 
Professors,  and  the  dihgence  of  the  Students. 

The  above  named  young  gentlemen  of  the  first  class,  hav- 
ing completed  their  course  of  study,  were  recommended  for 
professoral  certificates. 

Appropriations  have  been  made  for  the  relief  of  indigent 
Students  to  the  amount  of  ^661,16i,  in  the  following  propor- 
tions, viz. — To  one  Student  who  has  a  family,  $200  ;  to  ano- 
ther, $82.12i  ;  to  another,  $81.79  ;  to  another,  $132.25  ;  to 
another,  $95  ;  and  to  another,  $70.  Applications  were  made 
in  behalf  of  two  other  young  gentlemen,  for  one,  the  sum  of 
$100,  and  for  the  other  the  amount  of  his  board,  annually  ;  to 
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xvhich  the  Board  have  pledged  themselves  to  attend  whenever 
they  shall  have  been  received  into  the  College. 

The  Board  respectfully  suggest  to  Synod — 

1st.  The  propriety  of  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Board  and 
Professors,  to  require  of  apphcants  for  admission  into  the  The- 
ological College,  who  do  not  produce  a  diploma,  testimonials 
of  such  attainments  as  would  entitle  them  to  such  diploma. 

2d.  To  enjoin  it  on  the  Board  of  the  Corporation  of  Synod, 
lo  collect  all  moneys  due  from  persons  who  have  received,  or 
may  receive,  aid  from  the  Theological  funds,  and  who  have 
connected,  or  hereafter  may  connect  themselves  with  other 
denominations,  within  the  time  specified  in  the  order  of 
Synod. 

There  are  at  present  two  vacancies  in  the  Board,  occasion- 
ed by  the  election  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ludlow  to  the  Professoral 
office,  and  the  resignation  of  the  Rev.  Stephen  N.  Rowan,  who 
has  connected  himself  with  another  denomination. 

JOHN  M.  BRADFORD,  President, 

Theological  Hal/,  Mai/ 24th,  1820. 

A  commurjication  from  Pflr.  John  Nitchie,  Treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Corporation,  declining  a  re-election  to  that  office 
was  received,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Corporation. 

A  report  of  the  "  American  Society  for  colonizing  the  Free 
People  of  Colour  of  the  United  States,"  was  laid  on  the  table 
of  Synod  ;  and  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Vredenburgh,  J.  Cornelison, 
Dr.  P.  Milledoler,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  J.  Oliver,  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  draft  a  resolution  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  this  Synod  in  relation  to  the  object  of  "  the  American 
Colonization  Society  5"  who  made  the  following  report,  which 
was  adopted  : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draft  a  resolution  expressive 
of  the  sense  of  this  Synod  in  relation  to  the  object  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  submit  the  following : 
The  objects  and  plans  of  the  American  Society  for  colonizv 

ang  the  Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  United  States,  appear- 
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jng  to  the  Synod  to  be  benevolent  in  their  design,  and,  if  pro- 
perly supported,  and  judiciously  executed,  calculated  to  be 
extensively  useful  to  this  country,  to  Africa,  and  to  the  cause 
of  humanity — 

The  Synod,  therefore,  freely  express  their  approbation  of 
the  objects  contemplated,  and  recommend  the  American  So- 
ciety for  colonizing  the  Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  patronage  and  attention  of  the  Churches  under 
their  care,  and  to  benevolent  individuals  throughout  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

Humbly  submitted, 
JOHN  S.  VREDENBURGH,  Chairman. 

The  following  communication  was  received: 

To  the  Rev.  the  General  Sijnod  of  the.  Reformed  DiUch  Church. 
We  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  Classis  of  Montgome- 
ry, beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  reverend  body,  that  we  feel 
aggrieved  by  the  proceedings  of  the  late  extra  meeting  of  the 
Particular  Synod  at  Albany,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  Conrad 
Ten  Eick,  which  was  brought  before  them  by  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  in  October  last. 
The  Particular  Synod  reversed  that  decision,  and  most  deci- 
dedly determined  that  the  doctrine  which  Mr.  Ten  Eick  holds 
is  contrary  to  the  word  of  God,  and  the  standards  of  our 
Church.  They  have  ordered  the  Classis  to  labour  with  Mr. 
Ten  Eick  to  convince  him  of  his  errors,  and  if  he  remains  ob- 
stinate, then  to  cut  him  off  from  his  congregations.  Now  we 
are  at  a  loss  to  determine  how  this  is  to  be  efTected  by  the 
Classis.  They  are,  as  they  now  stand,  a  divided  body ;  the; 
majority  holding  that  Mr.  Ten  Eick  is  not  essentially  wrong, 
and  that  his  doctrine  is  not  of  that  ruinous  tendency  that  it 
ought  to  separate  a  Minister  from  his  people,  or  disturb  the 
harmony  of  those  who  have  been  acknowledged  as  brethren. 
This  is  their  declared  sentiment,  and  thus  they  have  introduced 
a  blending  system  into  our  Church ;  and  not  only  so,  but  in 
addition  to  this,  they  have  spread  the  pernicious  poison  in 
their  own  congregations  and  thoir  vicinity  ;  we  mean  the  prin- 
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ciples  contained  in  Mr.  Ten  Eick's  defence,  which  they  have 
openly  extolled, jtnd  held  up  to  the  public  as  pure  and  sound 
doctrine,  and  have  thus  been  the  means  of  doing  much  harm, 
in  strengthening  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  confusing  those 
that  are  weak  and  not  established  in  the  faith.  We,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Classis,  are  unhappily  situated.  The  Particular 
Synod  have  left  us  unequally  yoked.  On  this  ground,  we  liave 
declined  to  meet  with  these  Ministers.  We  have  explained 
our  sentiments  in  a  remonstrance  laid  before  the  Particular 
Synod.  We  cannot  walk  with  men  who  trample  on  the  truth, 
nor  can  we  be  reconciled  to  them  till  they  renounce  their 
principles.  We  trust  our  principles  are  those  of  the  unerring 
word  of  God,  and  therefore  cannot  recede  from  the  stand 
we  have  taken.  Our  faces  are  unalterably  set  against  the  con- 
duct of  these  men.  We  therefore  pray  that  the  General  Synod 
will  interfere  ;  as  we  cannot  walk  with  the  majority  of  the 
Classis  of  Montgomery,  considered  as  members  in  good  stand- 
ing, because  we  differ  on  fundamental  docrines ;  as  acting  in 
the  minority,  it  is  impossible  we  should  pursue  the  course  of 
discipline  pointed  out  by  the  Particular  Synod,  as  it  is  pre- 
posterous to  hold  Mr.  Ten  Eick  a  tit  subject  of  discipline,  and 
those  who  make  common  cause  with  him  and  are  in  the  same 
transgression,  guiltless. 

HENRY  V.  WYCKOFF,     ^ 
NICHOLAS  JONES,  V  Ministers. 

ALBERT  AMERMAN,         S 

GARRIT  L  LANSING,        \ 
JOHN  BELLINGER,  >  Elders, 

NICHOLAS  VEGHTE, 


S 


The  Committee  of  Overtures  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  of  Overtures  beg  leave  to  report,  that  there 
has  been  referred  to  them  a  letter,  addressed  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Fraeligh,  and  signed  by  twenty  nine  members  of  the  congre- 
gation at  Owasco,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  their  Minis- 
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ter,  and  praying  for  the  interference  of  General  Synod  ;  which 
letter  the  Committee  recommend  to  the  notice  ofSynod. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  C.  VERMEULE,  Chairman. 

A  communication  from  the  General  Synod  of  the  Associate- 
Reformed  Church  was  received,  accompanied  by  various  pa- 
pers, which  had  been  referred  to  said  Synod,  from  certain 
members  of  the  Associate-Reformed  Church  of  Blooming- 
burgh,  complaining  of  the  organization  of  a  Dutch  Churclj 
within  their  bounds,  by  the  Classis  of  Ulster ;  and  request- 
ing this  Synod,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  remove  the  grounds 
of  complaint,  in  any  way  their  wisdom  may  judge  most  pro- 
per. 

The  Rev.  Jesse  Fonda,  appointed  by  the  Classis  of  Ulster, 
was  recognised  as  a  Commissioner  to  defend  said  Classis  in 
the  above  case.  Mr.  Fonda  read  sundry  documents  on  the 
subject.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  all  the  papers  in  relation  to  the  congrega- 
gations  of  Bloomingburgh  be  referred  to  the  Rev.  J.  Sickles, 
Dr.  Bradford,  the  Rev.  J.  Gosman,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  Chris- 
tian Miller,  as  a  special  Committee,  to  report  to  this  Synod 
at  its  adjourned  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Albany  on 
the  18th  of  October  next. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Board  of  Corporation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Lemma  "  Questarate^^  be  discontinued, 
and  that  immediately  after  the  Lemma  "  Cotnmunicafions^^  be 
inserted  a  new  one,  to  be  called  "Board  of  Corporation." 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Boaid  of  Cor- 
poration, and  referred  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bradford,  Rev.  C.  C. 
Cuyler,  and  the  Elder,  Mr.  A.  Van  Dyke  : 

Report  of  ike  Board  of  the  Corporation  to  the  General  Synod 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Churchy  June,  1820. 
The  undeisigned,  tlie  President,  Directors,  and  Treasurer* 
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formuig  the  Board  appointed  by  the  General  Synod,  under 
their  Charter  of  Incorporation,  respectfully  submit  to  the  Ge- 
neral Synod  the  following  report : 

The  Board  met  shortly  after  their  appointment.  Mr. 
Nitcliie,  who  had  been  appointed  Treasurer,  found  it  imprac- 
ticable for  him  to  act  in  that  capacity,  in  consequence  of  pre- 
vious engagements  which  required  all  his  time  and  attention ; 
and  the  duties  of  the  Treasurer  have  been  performed  by  Mr. 
Isaac  Heyer.  one  of  the  Directors.  The  Board  have  met  fre- 
quently, and  have  acted  with  perfect  unanimity  in  all  the  bu- 
siness which  has  been  before  them. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  Synod,  the  Board  caused  cir- 
cular letters  to  be  addressed  by  their  Secretary  to  all  the  agents 
appointed  by  Synod  to  make  collections  through  the  church- 
es ;  but  they  have  received  an  answer  only  from  the  agents  in 
the  Classes  of  Bergen  and  Paramus. 

A  diiference  of  opinion  having  been  found  to  exist  as  to 
funds,  and  other  property  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  Queens 
College,  the  proceeds  of  which  are  applicable  to  the  support  of 
the  Theological  College  located  at  New-Brunswick,  this  Board 
was  instructed  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject, and  report  the  result  to  the  Synod  at  their  present 
meeting.  Accordingly,  this  Board  now  report  to  Synod 
that  their  instructions  have  been  obeyed,  and  the  whole  sub- 
ject has  been  carefully  and  patiently  examined.  A  Commit- 
tee of  the  Corporation  has  met  with  the  Board  of  Trustees 
and  with  a  Committee  of  that  Board,  and  a  representation  of 
the  facts  and  documents  connected  with  the  case  has  been  pre- 
pared and  laid  before  the  Trustees  :  but  the  undersigned  deep- 
ly regret  that  they  are  under  the  necessity  of  stating,  that 
there  is  an  essential  difference  of  opinion  between  them  and  the 
Trustees,  and  one  which  very  seriously  involves  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  General  Synod. 

The  opinion  of  the  undersigned  in  this  case  is,  that  General 
Synod  may  not  indeed  alienate  the  principal  or  the  interest  of 
the  Professoral  Fund  from  the  support  of  the  Professor  of 
Theology  ;  but  that  General  Synod  have  still  the  right  to  ex- 
amine as  to  the  nvanagemwt  of  said  fund,  and  to  e-vpress  their 


'22  JUNE,  1820. 

pleasure  in  relation  to  the  same,  and  that  such  expression  of 
their  pleasure  is  obligatory  on  the  Board  of  Trustees.  The 
correctness  of  this  opinion  is  denied  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  : 
and  while  they  agree  that  the  Synod  may  advise  in  the  premi- 
ses, they  assert  that  the  Trustees  may  or  may  not  follow  such 
advice  of  Synod,  as  may  seem  fit  to  the  Board.  As  the  evi- 
dence on  which  their  opinion  is  founded  may  not  be  familiar 
to  every  member  of  Synod,  and  as  a  justification  of  themselves, 
the  undersigned  make  the  following  exhibition  of  the  grounds 
on  which  their  opinion  rests. 

1.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  the  design  for  which  the  mo- 
neys which  compose  that  fund  were  raised,  was  expressly  the 
benefit  of  the  General  Synod,  and  only  in  a  second  degree  the 
benefit  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  the  Professor  who  receives  the  pro- 
ceeds of  that  fund,  is  called  the  Professor  of  Theology  in 
Queens  College  ;  but  be  is  only  nominally  so  :  and  in  reali- 
ty he  is  nothing  less  than  the  Professor  of  Theology  of  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church.  It  was  for  the  support  of  their  Pro- 
fessor that  the  Synod  had  long  been  labouring,  when  the  Board 
of  Trustees  made  their  propositions  in  1807,  and  it  was  with 
a  hope  that  he  might  be  supported  more  fully,  that  the  Synod 
acceded  to  those  propositions.  And  the  Board  of  Trustees,  at 
the  same  time,  calculated  by  the  arrangements  then  made  to 
render  Queens  College  a  more  respectable  and  a  more  useful 
literary  institution.  If  then  the  Synod  have  very  far  the  great- 
er interest  in  the  careful  management  of  the  Professoral  Fund  ; 
if  they  are  to  be  profited  by  it,  and  not  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
it  seems  plain,  that  to  the  Synod  should  pertain  the  right  of 
control  over  it,  and  they  ought  to  have  the  oversight  and  di- 
rection of  it. 

It  may  be  said  that  these  remarks  only  go  to  show  what 
ought  to  be  the  rights  of  Synod  for  their  own  interest,  and  that 
they  do  not  form  a  demonstration  that  they  possess  such  rights. 
We  admit  that  it  is  so  ;  but  we  have  yet  to  add  considerations 
which  settle  the  matter  beyond  all  reasonable  question. 

2.  Let  the  manner  ip  which  those  moneys  were  raised  he 
also  noticed. 
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We  know  that  this  was  done  by  agents  whom  the  Board  of 
Trustees  appointed ;  and  this  fact  makes  in  favour  of  the 
ground  which  that  Board  have  taken.  But  there  are  other 
facts  of  a  very  difl'erent  tendency.  It  is  a  fact,  that  those  mo- 
neys were  raised  with  the  aid  and  under  the  patronage  of  the 
General  Synod  ;  and  without  that  aid  and  that  patronage,  the 
agents  would  have  had  little,  very  little  success.  It  is  a  fact, 
that  those  agents  represented  that  they  were  collecting  moneys 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Synod,  and  not  merely  of  Queens  Col- 
lege. It  is  a  fact,  that  the  subscribers  in  the  State  of  New- 
York,  at  least  a  number  of  them,  did  subscribe  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  they  were  bestowing  their  gifts  for  the  Pro- 
fessorate of  the  Synod  of  the  Dutch  Church,  and  not  merely 
for  Queens  College.  And  when  such  are  the  facts,  can  any 
one  question  who  should  have  the  control  of  the  moneys  thus 
raised  ?  who  should  inspect  their  state  from  time  to  time,  and 
the  management  of  them  ?  and  who  should  have  the  direc- 
tion, as  to  them,  to  make  them  most  subservient  to  the  purposes 
for  which  they  were  raised  ? 

We  have  not  forgotten  that  a  form  of  a  subscription  paper 
was  laid  before  our  Committee,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy,  viz. 

"  The  Trustees  of  Queens  College,  in  New-Jersey,  sensible 
of  the  importance  and  responsibility  of  their  trust,  sincerely 
desirous  of  benefiting  society  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  and 
encouraged  by  the  public  sentiment,  and  the  growing  spirit  oi* 
improvement  that  pervades  our  country,  have  resolved  to  re- 
vive in  its  proper  course  of  exercises,  the  institution  under  their 
care;  provided  they  can  obtain  such  a  patronage  of  the  pub- 
lic as  will  enable  them  to  do  it,  on  an  establishment  that  shall 
promise  respectability  and  usefulness.  The  erection  of  a 
more  spacious  College  edifice  for  the  accommodation  of  Stu- 
dents, which  is  indispensably  necessary,  will  require  not  less 
than  forty  thousand  dollars.  For  almost  the  whole  of  this 
sum,  their  present  fund  being  very  small^  the  Trustees  are 
obliged  to  look,  and  they  look  with  confidence,  to  the  liber- 
ality of  the  public,  and  especially  to  the  friends  of  useful 
science.     The  Trustees  are  now  engaged  in  the  erection  of 
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the  College  edifice,  which  has  progressed  two  stories  in 
height;  and  the  funds  which  have  already  been  obtained  from 
individual  liberality  are  expended,  and  they  are  obliged  to 
apply  for  assistance  to  complete  the  undertaking;  and  they 
confidently  hope  that  this  institution  will  yet,  through  the 
blessing  of  Providence,  aflbrd  a  rich  harvest  of  youth  properly 
qualified  for  extensive  usefulness  in  Church  and  State. 

"  In  order  to  accomplish  this  desirable  object,  we,  the  sub- 
scribers, promise  to  pay  each  for  himself,  and  not  the  one  for 
the  other,  to  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  College  in  New  Jersey, 
or  to  their  order,  the  sum  annexed  to  our  respective  names,  on 
demand.""     (JVot  dated.) 

But  we  think  that  we  need  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  we  are 
confident,  and  a  number  of  subscribers  to  the  Professoral 
Fund  have  authorised  us  to  assert,  that  such  was  not  the  form 
of  a  subscription  paper,  circulated  in  the  State  of  New-York. 
The  very  tenor  of  the  above  form  shows  that  it  was  intended 
only  for  the  State  of  New-Jersey,  and  a  few  individuals  else- 
where, whom  peculiar  circumstances  and  attachments  might 
induce  to  subscribe  to  it. 

Yet,  no  doubt,  reference  may  be  had  to  the  Covenant  made 
in  1807,  between  the  Synod  and  the  Board  of  Trustees.  We 
wish  not  to  conceal  that  Covenant ;  rather,  we  shall  derive, 
from  particulars  connected  with  it,  our  strongest  argument. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  it,  viz : 

"  It  is  mutually  covenanted  and  agreed  by  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  America,  on  the 
one  part,  and  the  Trustees  of  Queen's  College,  on  the  other  : 

"  1 . — That,  in  the  plan  for  the  revival  of  said  College,  they 
yill  employ  their  efltorts  to  combine  its  literary  interests  with 
a  decided  support  to  evangelical  truth,  and  the  promotion  of 
a  faithful  and  able  ministry  in  the  Dutch  Church. 

"  2. — That  all  the  moneys  raised  by  the  Trustees  of 
Queen's  College  in  the  state  of  New- York,  shall,  agreeably 
to  the  proposal  of  the  said  Trustees,  be  a  fund  exclusively 
appropriated  to  the  support  of  a  Theological  Professorship  in 
the  College,  and  to  the  assistance  of  poor  and  pious  young 
men  who  are  desirous  of  entering  into  the  Gospel  ministry 
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under  the  patronage  of  the  Dutch  Church,  as  represented  in 
the  General  Synod. 

"  3. — That  all  the  moneys  which  may  have  been  raised  for 
the  Professorship  under  the  injunction  of  the  General  Synod 
of  ]  806,  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  Queens 
College  for  the  purpose  expressed  in  the  second  article  ;  and 
the  persons  appointed  to  raise  contributions  for  the  Professor- 
ship, shall  stay  their  proceedings  till  the  success  of  said  Trus- 
tees be  ascertained. 

"  4. — The  Trustees  of  Queens  College  shall  call  no  Pro- 
fessor of  Theology  bat  such  as  shall  be  nominated  and  chosen 
by  the  General  Synod,  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  and  ar- 
rangements formed  in  General  Synod  in  1804,  respecting  the 
permanent  Professorship,  which  is  hereby  located  at  New- 
Brunswick. 

"  5. — As  soon  as  (he  Trustees  shall  have  obtained  a  fund, 
the  interest  of  which  will  yield  a  competent  support  to  the 
Theological  Professor,  of  which  competency,  whenever  any 
difficulties  or  doubts  may  arise,  the  contracting  parties  shall 
judge  and  determine,  the  Trustees  shall  be  bound,  without 
delay,  to  call  the  Professor  appointed  by  the  Synod  ;  and  the 
Synod  shall,  and  hereby  do  request  their  Professor,  as  soon  as 
he  shall  have  received  such  call,  to  make  arrangements  forth- 
with for  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office. 

"  6. — That  a  permanent  board  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Synod  to  superintend  the  Theological  histitution,  to  assist  the 
Professor  in  arranging  the  course  of  instruction,  to  attend  the 
examinations  of  the  students  in  Theology,  previous  to  their 
examination  for  licensure  before  Classis,  to  be  known  by  the 
style  of  The  superintendents  of  the  Theological  Institution  in 
Queens  College,  and  to  be  recognised  as  such  by  the  Trus- 
tees of  said  College. 

"  7. — The  Synod  agree  to  provide  money  for  the  purchase 
of  a  Theological  Library,  and  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
Theological  Hall ;  or,  to  contribute  their  proportion  to  the 
erecting  such  building  or  buildings,  as  may  be  designed  for 
the  joint  accommodation  of  the  Literary  and  Theological  de- 
partments of  the  College,  provided  the  sum  do  not  amount  to 
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more  than  would  be  necessary  for  erecting  a  separate  baild- 
ing  for  the  Professoral  Hall. 

"  And  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  this  article,  the  Synod 
will  have  a  collection  taken  up  in  each  of  the  congregations 
under  their  care  ;  and  should  this  fail,  or  prove  incompetent, 
then  the  Trustees  shall  take  the  requisite  sum  from  the  fund 
which  they  may  have  raised  for  the  Professorate." 

The  only  articles  of  this  Covenant  which  have  a  bearing 
on  the  subject  on  which  we  now  address  the  Synod,  are,  the 
2d,  3d,  4th,  and  5th.  From  these  articles,  and  from  the  Mi- 
nutes of  Synod  of  that  same  year  in  which  the  Covenant  was 
made,  it  appears,  that,  at  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, the  Synod  agreed  to  locate  the  Professorate  at  New- 
Brunswick  ;  that  the  moneys  raised  in  the  state  of  New-York 
should  be  set  apart  for  the  support  of  that  Professorate  ;  and 
that  the  Trustees  should  apply  the  proceeds  of  such  moneys 
to  the  individual  whom  the  Synod  had  appointed  as  their  Pro- 
fessor. He  did,  indeed,  become  nominally  the  Professor  of 
Theology  in  Queens  College  ;  but  this  was  pro  forma.,  and 
he  Avas  not  the  less  the  Professor,  whom  in  that  very  Covenant 
the  Synod  styled  their  Professor.  It  cannot  now  be  denied, 
that  this  Covenant  contains  no  express  declaration  who  should 
have  the  control  of  the  moneys  of  the  Professoral  Fund. 
The  meaning  and  understtmding  of  both  parties  then  must  be 
gathered  from  other  sources.  Are  there  any  such  ?  Wc  an* 
swer,  Yes  ;  and  we  undertake  to  show,  that, 

3.  Both  the  Synod  and  the  Board  of  Trustees,  have  evi- 
dently so  construed  that  Covenant,  and  so  considered  the  fact 
to  be,  notwithstanding  that  Covenant,  as  that  the  acts  of  both 
show  that  the  right  of  control  over  the  moneys  of  the  Profes- 
soral Fund,  for  which  w^e  contend,  is  vested  in  the  General 
Synod. 

In  relation  to  the  General  Synod  particularly,  we  can  find 
no  case  in  which  their  right  of  such  control  is  recorded  as 
doubtful  in  their  Minutes,  unless  it  be  in  a  report  of  a  Com- 
mittee in  October,  1817.  But  that  report  will  be  attended 
to  by  us  hereafter. 

If,  after  a  long  period  bad  elapsed,  the  Synod  had  set  up 
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the  claim  which  we  are  now  asserting  ;  if  the  Synod  had  made 
it  only  in  an  insulated  case  ;  if  it  had  ncvar  been  brought, 
or  but  once  or  trvice,  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  ;  if  that  Board  had  promptly,  or  had  ever,  as  a 
Board,  denied  the  justness  of  such  a  claim,  then  the  case 
would  have  been  widely  different  from  what  it  now  is.  But 
to  the  time  when  we  addressed  them  on  this  subject,  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  ai  a  Board,  had  never  denied  the  justness  of  this 
claim  ;  it  has  been  repeatedly  brought  to  their  notice  ;  they 
themselves  have  admitted  it,  and  acted  upon  it,  and  recorded 
and  approved  of  the  acts  of  Synod  upon  it  ;  and  that  at  a  pe- 
riod nearer  to  the  time  when  the  Covenant  was  made,  than 
to  the  present  time.  The  following  recital  of  facts  from  the 
Minutes  of  Synod,  with  the  remarks  which  we  intersperse,  will 
show  the  correctuess  of  these  averments. 

In  1813,  a  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Queens 
College  made  a  communication  to  the  General  Synod.  In  it 
they  speak  of  the  Theological  Fund,  "  as  committed  by  the 
General  Synod  to  the  guardianship  of  the  Board  of  Trustees," 
and  twice  in  that  communication  they  speak  of  the  sum  "  to 
be  turnished"  by  the  General  Synod  for  the  erection  and 
completion  of  the  Theological  Hall.  What  now  was  done  by 
the  Synod  in  consequence  ?  Did  they  find  the  moneys  which 
were  asked  for,  in  some  secret  Treasury,  or  some  unexpected 
hberality  ?  Did  they  plead  that  they  were  without  funds,  and 
ask  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  make  an  appropriation,  because 
the  Synod  had  nothing  to  appropriate  ?  No.  They  said  that 
they  stood  pledged  to  appropriate  a  part  of  the  Theological 
Fund,  and  they  resolved  to  appropriate  it.  Surely,  they  did  not 
then  think  that  they  were  exercising  rights  which  did  not  be- 
long to  them,  and  pretending  to  control  where  they  could  not ; 
nor  did  the  Board  of  Trustees  think  so.  The  measure  was 
adopted  at  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  by  their  Com- 
mittee, and  we  add,  that  it  was  approved  of  by  that  Board 
at  a  subsequent  meeting  ;  and  their  own  records  show  that 
they  considered  this  order  of  Synod  a  valid  order,  and  a  pro- 
per FURNISHING  of  moncys,  which  the  Synod  were  bound  to 
FURNISH.  We  appeal  to  the  records  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees at  the  meeting  when  their  Committee  reported.     What 
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now  can  be  more  plain,  than  that,  in  1813,  the  Synod  thought., 
and  the  Board  of  Trustees  thought,  that  the  moneys  of  the 
Professoral  Fund  were  under  the  control  of  the  Synod  ?  For 
we  have  just  observed  the  act  of  the  greatest  degree  of  con- 
trol which  could  be  performed,  an  appropriation  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  fund,  and  that  act  performed  by  the  Synod  on  the 
application  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  v^ssuredly,  the  Synod 
and  the  Board  cannot  both  have  the  right  of  appropriation; 
and  here  it  is  conceded  by  the  Board  to  belong  to  the  Synod. 
It  then  follows,  as  we  have  said,  that  as  in  1813,  so  now,  the 
Synod  have  the  right  to  express  their  pleasure  in  relation  to 
the  Professoral  Fund,  and  that  such  expression  of  their  plea- 
sure is  obligatory  upon  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Of  course, 
Synod  have  also,  as  we  have  said,  the  right  to  examine  into  the 
state  and  management  of  the  said  fund. 

We  are  aware  that  we  cannot  adduce  another  case  quite  so 
strong  as  this  is,  but  we  can  add  a  number  of  particulars  which 
are  of  a  similar  tendency,  and  almost  as  demonstrative  as  this. 

In  1814,  we  find  the  following  resolution  passed  by  the  Sy- 
nod, which,  after  the  transaction  of  the  preceding  year  which 
we  have  just  mentioned,  was  likely  to  be  adopted  by  those 
who  wished  to  know  what  was  necessary  to  be  done  by  them, 
in  relation  to  the  Professoral  Fund,  and  who  were  fully 
conscious  of  their  right  to  inspect  its  state,  and  direct  as  to  its 
management.  It  is  altogether  too  minute  for  those  who 
thought  that  their  whole  right  was  to  advise,  and  that  their 
whole  interference,  if  admitted  at  all,  must  be  admitted  only 
from  courtesy. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Trustees  of  Queens  College  be,  and 
are  hereby  requested  to  lay  before  General  Synod,  at  every 
stated  annual  meeting,  a  particular  statement  of  the  receipts 
and  disbursements  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Professoral 
Fund,  and  also  a  statement  of  the  funds  on  hand,  the  manner 
of  their  investment,  their  annual  product,  and  the  account  of 
debts  due  from  that  Fund  to  any  person  or  persons  whatso- 
ever." 

But  lest  we  may  be  thought  to  have  construed  the  opinions 
of  the  General  Synod  unwarrantably,  as  manifest  from  the  pre- 
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ceding  resolution,  vvc  refer  to  another,  adopted  at  the  same 
session,  viz. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Qa.^cns  College 
be  directed  inimedialeiy  to  pay  the  arrearages  of  the  Profes- 
sor's salary  out  of  the  principal  of  the  Theological  Fund." 

Here  is  another  unquestionable  evidence  that  the  Synod 
deemed  the  principal,  as  well  as  the  interest,  of  the  Profes- 
soral  Fund,  to  be  under  their  control ;  and  that  they  thought, 
as  we  say  that  we  believe  is  nov/  the  case,  that  they  had  a 
right  to  express  their  pleasure  in  relation  to  it,  and  that  such 
expression  of  their  pleasure  was  obligatory  on  the  Board  of 
Trustees:  assuredly,  if  such  was  the  truth  in  1313,  and  in. 
1814,  it  must  be  equally  true  now. 

We  believe  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  did  not  indeed  com- 
ply with  this  resolution  of  the  General  Synod,  and  v/e  arc- 
sensible  that  on  this  account  it  may  be  said,  that  nothing  in  fa- 
vour of  the  right  of  Synod,  as  to  the  Professoral  Fund,  can  be 
argued  from  this  resolution.  We  do  not  think  so ;  for  we 
would  ask,  and  we  do  so,  in  consequence  of  what  we  believe 
to  be  the  import  of  the  records  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  re- 
lation to  this  resolution,  zohy  was  it  not  complied  with  ?  Is  there 
any  thing  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  the  Board  concerning  it, 
which  denies  the  right  of  Synod  to  exercise  a  control  over  the 
Professoral  Fund,  and  to  direct  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  relation 
to  it?  Was  not  the  ground  on  which  the  Board  declined  to  com- 
ply, simply  and  solely, thsit  the  Synod  could  not  expend  the  prin- 
cipal of  that  fund,  or  order  it  to  be  expended  ?  We  think  that 
was  probably  a  correct  decision  of  the  Board.  But  we  do  not 
assert  that  Synod  could  or  can  appropriate  iheprincipal  of  the 
fund  :  yet  if  what  we  do  assert  was  not  the  truth,  and  thought 
by  the  Board  then  not  to  be  the  truth,  instead  of  passing  a  long 
and  laboured  resolution  in  consequence  of  the  direction  of  the 
Synod,  hozo  much  more  direct,  and  easy,  and  proper,  would  it 
have  been  for  the  Beard  to  have  said,  that  the  Synod  could 
only  advise,  and  that  to  direct  was  far  beyond  their  province  ? 

In  June,  1815,  (pages  14,  15,)  we  find  the  report  of  the 
Treasurer  of  Queens  College,  which  he  himself  states  to 
have  been  made  by  him  "  in  obedience  to  the  resolution"  of 
Synod  of  1 8 14,  which  we  have  already  quoted.     This  is  %  new 
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evidence  of  llie  existence  of  an  opinion,  that  the  ^ynod  has 
full  right  to  examine  into  the  accounts  of  the  Professoral  Fund, 
and  (as  such  examination  must  have  some  use)  to  turn  the 
examination  to  prolit. 

hi  the  Minutes  of  October,  1815,  (page  1 1)  vvc  find  the  fol- 
lowing expressions  :  "  The  fund  already  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Queens  College,  in  trust  for  the 
support  of  a  Theological  Professorship  in  said  College."  And 
in  the  next  paragraph,  "  The  .Synod  declare,  that  after  Dr. 
Livingston  shall  cease  to  receive  the  proceeds  of  the  present 
Professorate  Funds,  the  said  proceeds  shall  be  employed  by 
tliis  Synod  in  payment  of  their  half  of  the  salaries  of  the  Pro- 
fessors whom  they  shall  appoint  in  the  Theological  College  at 
New-Brunswick."  We  do  not  know  that  these  expressions 
were  approved  of  by  the  Board  of  Trustees ;  but  they  were 
proposed  by  a  Committee  who  had  conferred  with  a  Commit- 
tee of  that  Board,  and  who  undoubtedly  did  not  object  to 
them ;  and,  moreover,  they  fully  show  that  the  Synod  then 
regarded  the  Professoral  Fund,  as  only  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  Trustees  of  Queens  College  in  trust,  and  believed  that 
they  had  the  right  to  say  and  declare  how  such  fund,  as  weli 
as  others,  should  be  employed :  thus  we  have  further  evi- 
dence of  the  proposition  which  we  have  already  so  fully  esta- 
blished. 

In  1816,  (page  32)  we  find  a  repetition  of  the  same  senti- 
ment by  a  Committee  of  Synod,  and  adopted  by  the  Synod. 
The  Professoral  Fund  is  stated,  among  other  moneys,  to  be 
"  subject  to  the  disposition  of  the  General  Synod." 

In  1817,  (pages  32  and  34)  wp  find  the  Synod  again  de- 
claring the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Professoral  Fund, 
and  giving  him  instructions  as  to  the  arrears  of  interest  on 
that  fund  ;  thus  anew  manifesting  the  opinion  of  Synod  con- 
cerning their  rights.  In  another  page,  (33)  the  Synod  show 
that  opinion  by  a  different  expression,  "  the  moneys  already 
put  into  their  hands,  (the  Board  of  Trustees)  in  trust  by  the 
General  Synod." 

In  October,  1817,  (page  6)  we  find  the  following:  "  The 
Trustees  of  Queens  College  give  it  as  their  opinion,  that  all 
the  funds  of  every  kind,  (viz.  at  New-Brunswick)  would,  hj 
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sudi  reiaovai,  be  placed  beyond  the  control  of  General  Synod, 
and  be  nnavailable  for  the  support  of  the  school;  how  far 
this  opinion  may  be  correct,  is  not  for  your  Committee  to 
inquire."  This  is  the  language  of  a  Committee,  which  we 
promised  should  not  be  forgotten.  Assuredly,  their  language 
expresses  or  implies  quite  as  much  in  favour  of  our  proposi- 
tion as  against  it.  But  what  are  we  to  say  to  their  statement 
of  what  the  Trustees  gave  as  their  opinion  ?  "  The  funds 
would  be  placed  hi/  such  removal  beyond  the  control  of  General 
Synod ;"  Tliat  is,  if  there  be  meaning  in  words,  while  the 
Theological  School  was  not  removed,  the  funds  were  under  the 
rontrol  of  Synod.  If  the  Trustees  had  not  expressed  this 
opinion,  it  should  long  ago  have  been  disavowed ;  but  if  they 
did  express  it,  it  is  only  a  new  manifestation  of  our  propo- 
sition. 

In  November,  181G,  joint  Committees  of  the  Synod,  and 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  did  adjust  the  amount  of  interest  due 
on  a  part  of  the  Professoral  Fund.  The  fact  that  such  Com- 
mittees were  appointed  and  empowered  for  this  purpose 
shows,  that  both  the  Synod  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  thought 
that  the  Synod  had  such  rights  in  relation  to  the  Professoral 
Fund,  at  least  in  a  good  measure,  as  those  which  we  have 
shown  that  they  possess,  and  have  exercised. 

We  shall  not  attempt  to  adduce  further  proof:  we  think 
we  have  shown  undeniably,  that  the  Synod  have  full  right  to 
examine  into  the  state  and  management  of  the  said  Fund,  and 
to  express  their  pleasure  in  relation  to  the  same ;  and  that 
such  expression  of  their  pleasure  is  obligatory  upon  the  Board 
of  Trustees.  The  evidence  of  this  is  not  of  a  recent  exis- 
tence, but  has  been  long  on  record ;  and  the  transactions  which 
form  the  strongest  part  of  that  evidence  have  not  taken  place 
in  times  of  anger,  and  strife,  and  opposition  ;  but  in  the  period 
of  harmonious  intercourse,  and  with  the  sanction  and  appro- 
bation of  both  parties. 

This  Board  wish  to  annex  to  this  exhibition  of  evidence  on 
tbis  subject,  some  further  remarks. 

In  the  providence  of  God,  the  concerns  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  those  of  the  Synod,  have  become  very  consider- 
ably blended.     At  present  Queens  College  owes  its  measure  of 
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respectability  to  the  Theological  School  of  the  Synod,  and  the 
Synod  have  a  large  portion  of  their  expectations  every  year 
from  funds  which  are  in  the  Iiandsofthe  Board  of  Trustees. 
The  one  body  can  afford  material  benefit  to  the  other  ;  but  in 
order  to  this,  harmon}',  cordialit}',  confidence,  are  requisite. 
And  to  preserve  and  maintain  such  harmony,  cordiality',  and 
confidence,  it  is  most  important  that  neither  the  one  body 
should  deny  the  rights  of  the  odier;  nor  th,e  one  body  set  up 
new  claims  which  cannot  be  justified,  or  which  infringe  on  the 
rights  of  the  other.  In  relation  to  the  funds  and  other  pro- 
perty in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the  Sj'nod  will 
have  little  rer.son  indeed  to  feel  any  other  than  sentiments  of 
warm  gratitude,  if  the  Board  manage  those  funds  so  as  to  pro- 
duce the  revenue  which  ihey  ought  to  produce,  and  that  re- 
veii'.ie  be  regularly  received  :  then  the  connexion  between  the 
Synod  and  the  Board  will  be  manifestly  for  the  advantage  of 
botii,  and  they  may  make  united  eflorts  nh^ch  shall  be  the 
more  successful  because  of  the  union,  and  whose  success  shall 
be  a  mutual  benefit.  But  compelled  as  we  now  are  to  state, 
that  the  riglits  of  Synod  fire  denied  by  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
we  can  foresee  at  least  great  probability  of  increased  collision, 
and  dissatisfaction,  and  evil;  for  the  rights  of  the  Synod  are 
too  evident  to  be  lost  siglit  of,  and  too  important  and  strong- 
ly supported  to  be  tamely  abandoned.  The  result,  therefore, 
we  apprehend,  will  be  mucli  excitement,  and  displeasure,  and 
censure.  The  advocates  for  the  removal  of  the  Seminary  may 
rise  from  their  slumbers,  with  new  strength,  and  with  new  ar- 
guments. They  mav  plead,  and  there  will  be  plausibility,  if 
not  truth,  in  the  plea,  that  the  Synod  would  be  thegaiiwrs  by 
removing  the  Semiuarv,  insomuch  as  if  they  are  to  receive  lit- 
tle or  no  advantage  from  the  funds  at  New-Brunswick,  they 
would,  by  removing  their  Seminary,  obtain  new  friends,  and 
stimulate  their  friends  to  new  eflbrts ;  and  they  would  at  least 
no  longer  have  it  said,  as  an  exciise  for  inaction,  that  they 
have  large  and  productive  funds  at  New-Brunswick,  and  do 
not  much  need  assistance.  And  wlicn  to  this  plea  and  this 
language,  a  reply  might  be  made  wid>  the  question,  would 
you  give  up  these  funds  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  ?  the  advo- 
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cates  lor  a  removal  might  say,  It  would  be  better  to  give  them 
up,  than  to  have  it  supposed  that  they  are  large  and  produc- 
tive, when  in  fact  their  proceeds  are  small  and  uncertain  ;  and 
they  might  add,  that  it  is  something  more  than  probable,  that 
the  conduct  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  in  relation  to  the  part  of 
the  Professoral  Fund,  which  they  have  not  loaned  to  individu- 
als, and  in  relation  to  the  interest  of  it,  would  ensure  an  ap- 
plication of  a  legal  remedy,  by  which  the  rights  of  the  Synod 
would  be  perfectly  secured. 

We  deprecate  all  these  results.  We  are  not  now  the  advo- 
cates of  a  removal  of  the  Seminary,  and  we  are  not  acquainted 
with  auy  plan  for  that  purpose,  at  present  pursued  by  any 
others.  We  are  not  fond  of  a  resort  to  legal  measures :  but 
if  the  rights  of  Synod  are  denied,  we  think  that  the  considera- 
tions which  we  now  proceed  to  mention,  will  constrain  the  Sy- 
nod to  use  their  Charter  of  Incorporation,  and  appeal  to  the 
laws  of  their  country.  It  should  not  be  a  small  thing  which 
induced  them  to  this  ;  but  the  funds  and  property  in  question, 
are  not  small  in  themselves,  at  least  they  are  not  small  to  the 
Synod.  They  are  now  burthened  with  a  heavy  establish- 
ment, and  their  expenses  are  very  considerable.  The  funds 
which  the  Synod  have  in  their  own  hands  are  limited,  and  their 
treasury  is  almost  exhausted.  They  must  resort  to  new  mea- 
sures, and  cause  new  exei'tions  to  be  made,  in  order  to  replen- 
ish their  treasury,  and  increase  their  funds  :  they  must  again 
appeal  to  the  Christian  liberalily  of  the  members  and  friends 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  a  liberality  to  which  they 
have  often  appealed  before,  and  to  which  they  iiave  never  jet 
appealed  in  vain ;  a  liberality  which  requires  only  to  be  pro- 
perly and  perseveringly  excited,  to  ensure  the  full  supply  of 
their  wants,  and  to  justify  them  in  adopting  new  plans  for  their 
advantage,  though  attended  with  increased  expense.  But 
they  might  fear  to  find  that  liberality  forsaking  them,  refusing 
to  help  them,  or  only  bestowing  with  a  reluctant  hand  a  scanty 
pittance,  were  they  to  abandon  their  rights,  or  to  fail  to  assert 
them,  to  funds  which  had  formerly  proceeded  from  that  same 
liberality,  and  purely  and  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  Synod. 
So  that  if  they  will  omit  to  attend  to  their  interests,  in  relation 
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to  those  funds,  they  may  fear,  they  may  even  calculate  on,  be- 
ing constrained  to  break  up  their  Theological  School,  and  to 
forego  all  their  fondly  cherished  hopes,  and  all  their  present 
cheering  prospects.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  Church  knew  that  the  Synod  were  faithful 
to  their  interests  and  their  duty,  insisting  on  their  just  claims, 
and  determined  not  to  yield  them  up,  then  these  persons  would 
listen  readily  to  the  new  call  on  tiieir  liberality,  which  must 
be  made,  and  that  quickly  and  loudly ;  and  they  would  be  en- 
couraged to  give  by  the  assurance  they  would  feel,  that  their 
gifts  would  be  preserved,  or  used  with  care,  and  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage, and  that  the  necessities  of  the  Synod  were  the  result, 
not  in  any  degree  of  an  unjustifiable  and  weak  abandonment 
of  property,  the  benefit  of  which  they  were  bound  to  secure, 
but  tlie  result  of  circumstances  which  the  Synod  had  faithful- 
ly laboured  to  render  as  little  burdensome,  and  as  extensively 
and  permanently  useful  as  was  possible. 

As  the  Synod  ordered,  at  their  last  session,  a  demand  has 
been  made  by  this  Board,  for  the  arrears  of,  interest  due,  es- 
pecially on  that  part  of  the  Professoral  Fund  which  has  not 
been  loaned  on  bond  and  mortgage  ;  but  this  demand  has  not 
been  complied  with.  The  Board  of  Trustees,  and  their  agents, 
have  said  repeatedly,  as  appears  by  the  records  of  the  Synod, 
that  such  interest  was  allowed  at  seven  per  cent.  But  it  is  an 
unquestionable  fact,  that  no  such  interest  has  ever  been  paid, 
not  one  single  cent;  and  its  amount  is  now  about  $1400.  In 
this  case,  there  can  be  no  plea  that  other  individuals  were  to 
pay  the  interest,  and  that  it  could  not  be  collected  ;  it  was  to 
be  paid  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  by  no  other.  It  was 
annually  due,  and  it  was  averred  to  be  allowed.  It  yet  is 
withheld  altogether.  The  Synod  will  doubtless  attend  to  this 
matter  without  being  urged  to  do  so  by  this  Board  ;  and  the 
undersigned  deem  it  their  dut}'  to  add  but  one  fact  more,  which 
they  wish  that  Synod  would  carefully  notice,  that  they  possess 
satisfactory  evidence  that  the  principal  on  which  the  above  in- 
terest has  accumulated,  has  been  expended  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  on  the  College  building,  without  the  knowledge  and 
consent  of  the  General  Synod. 
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In  the  course  of  the  examination  whlcli  the  Synod  instructed 
the  undersigned  to  make,  it  has  become  very  manifest,  that  the 
mode  of  investment  of  the  moneys  of  the  Professoral,  and  the 
Van  Bunschooten  Funds,  cannot  be  too  speedily  changed,  as 
the  interest  is  not,  and  cannot  be  regularly  collected,  and  con- 
siderable losses  are  perhaps  already  unavoidable.  This  subject 
we  request  the  Synod  to  take  into  consideration..  ^ 

Further,  the  undersigned  are  advised  by  legal  gentlemen, 
that  a  Corporation  of  another  state  cannot  hold  real  property 
in  this  state.  If  this  opinion  be  true,  measures  cannot  be  too 
promptly  adopted,  to  have  the  title  to  the  lands  of  the  Profes- 
soral Fund  vested  in  the  General  Synod,  as  an  incorporated 
body. 

In  relation  to  the  deductions  from  the  Van  Bunschooten 
Fund,  of  ^1084,42,  to  which  we  were  required  to  attend,  we 
are  enabled  to  state,  that  we  consider  those  deductions  as  war- 
ranted and  unobjectionable. 

Such  is  the  report  of  the  examination  which  the  Synod  in- 
structed us  to  make,  and  to  which  we  have  endeavoured  faith- 
fully to  attend. 

The  following  is  a  Statement  of  the  Receipts  into  the  Treasury, 
and  of  the  Payments  from  it  during  the  year.,  from,  May  2Sth, 
1819,  to  June  \st,  1820,  viz. 

RECEIPTS. 

1319.  Dls.  C. 

May  28.     By  Balance,  as  per  account  rendered  to  the  General  Synod     1646  12 
29.  Cash,  the  amount  of  a  collection  in  the  Church  olNew 

Paltz,  by  Rev.  W.  R.  Bogardus       .         .         .         8  79 
do.     from  the  Cent  Society  at  New  Hurley,  by  the 

same  gentleman        .         .         .  .         .       12  35 

31.  do.     from  the  Brooklyn  Female  Cent  Society,  by  Rev. 

S.S.WoodhuU 62     9 

July  SO.  do.     from  Rev.  Dr.  Brodhead,  for   subscriptions   of 

individuals  in  his  congregation  for  permanent 

fund 180  OD 

do.  from  Peter  Auner,  Treasurer  of  Male  Cent  So- 
ciety of  1st  Reformed  Dutch  Chinch  in  Phila- 
delphia     50   00 

do.     from  Dr.  Brodhead,  collected  from  individuals 

in  congregations  of  North  and  South  Hampton         56  2^ 
do.     from  Alletta  Veghte,  Secretary  of  Cent  Society, 

Somerville .       60  00 
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1819. 
July  30. 

By  Cash 

Aug.  5. 

15. 

31. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 

01. 

do. 

do. 

Sept.  r. 
Oct.  27. 
Kov.  1. 

do. 
do. 
do. 

4. 

do. 
do. 

6. 

do. 

24. 
27. 

do. 
do. 
do. 

29. 

do. 

Dec.  3. 

do. 

17. 

20. 

27. 
1820. 
Jan.  12. 

do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 

13. 

do. 

13. 

do. 

17. 

Feb.  1. 

do. 
do. 
do. 

6. 

do. 
do. 

do. 

9. 

do. 

11. 

do. 

12. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

from  Rev.  R.  Sluyter,  collected  in  Church  at 
Claverack         ...... 

for  one  quarter's  interest  on  State  Stock     . 

for  one  quarter's  interest  on  City  Stock 

from  A.  Ferdon,  collected  in  Church  at  Tappan 

from  Jolin  Van  Riper  &  Co.  for  privilege  of 
])rinting  1000  copies  of  Psalms 

from  Female  Cent  Society  of  the  town  of  Ber- 
gen   

from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  Saratoga  and 
Northumberland       ..... 

from  Rev.  Dr.  Bassett,  collected  in  congrega- 
tion at  Bushwick 

from  the  Female  Cent  Society  of  Kiiiderhook 

from  Church  at  Schenectady 

from  Juvenile  Cent  Society  of  the  town  of  Ber- 

gpii 

collected  in  Church  at  Bergen    . 

from  Elizabeth  Hopper,  Treasurer  of  Female 
Cent  Society,  Blooniingdale     ... 

from  Female  Cent  Society  of  1st  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  in  Philadelphia 

collected  in  Churches  at  Flatbush  and  Flatlands 

from  Female  Cent  Society  at  Belleville 

from  J.  Labagh,  Treasurer  of  Female  Cent  So- 
ciety, Greenwich     ..... 

from  Female  Cent  Society  of  North  Dutch 
Church,  Schralenburgh     .         .         .         ■ 

from  Peter  Spader,  Treasurer  of  a  Society  in 
New-Brunswick        ..... 

from  Female  Cent  Society,  Paramus  . 

from  Female  Cent  Society,  Brooklyn 

from  Female  Cent  Society  at  New-Brunswick 

from  Mrs.  E.  Evertson,  Treasurer  of  the  Cent 
Society  of  the  Collegiate  Churches  in  the  city 
of  New-York    ...... 

from  Col.  Henry  Rutgers,  for  1  year's  interest 
on  his  subscription  to  permanent  fund 

from  Isaac  Heyer,  for  1  year's  interest  on  his 
subscription  to  the  same  fund    . 

for  2  quarter's  interest  on  State  Stock 

for  1  quarter's  interest  on  City  Stock 

from  Abraham  Van  Nest,  amount  subscribed 
by  him  for  permanent  fund 

from  do.  for  lo  monlbs  interest  on  the  same 

from  Susan  Rapelyee,  Secretary  of  Female 
Cent  Society  of  Newtown,  L.  I. 

from  Rev.  J.  Schoonmaker,  from  Classis  of  L.  I. 
for  Minutes  of  Synod  for  1818  . 

from  Elizabeth  Nitchie,  Treasurer  of  Female 
Cent  Society  of  Church  in  Garden-street, 
New-York 

from  Rev.  John  I.  Christie,  collected  in  Church 
atW:irwick      ...... 

from  Rev.  A.  D.  Wilson,  collected  in  Churches 
Ht  Soliawangunkaud  New  Prospect,  for  The- 
ological College        ..... 

from  do.  for  Missionary  fund 

from  do.  collected  in  Cent  Society  in  Nev/  Pros- 
pect ....... 
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1820. 

Mar.  21. 

By  Cash 

April  19. 

do. 

29. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

.May  3. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

8. 
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do. 
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11. 

do. 
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do. 

do. 

do. 

13. 

do. 

19. 
^. 
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?.l. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 
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from  James  Bogert,  collected  in  Church  at 
Haerlem  ....... 

from  Garrit  Gates,  collected  at  North  Dutch 
Church,  Albany        ..... 

from  Rev.  Jesse  Fonda,  collected  in  Cent  So- 
ciety at  Montgomery         .... 

from  ladies  of  the  Church  at  Montgomery,  to 
constitute  Mrs.  Fonda  a  member  for  life  of 
their  Cent  Society     ..... 

from  Rev.  J.  Fonda,  collected  in  Church  at 
Montgomery     ...... 

from  do.  collected  in  a  Praying  Society  of  young 
persons  at  Montgomery    .... 

from  Catharine  Ann  Beekman,  Treasurer  of 
Cent  Society,  Six-Mile-Run     . 

from  Miss  Jane  De  Mott,  Treasurer  of  Cent  So- 
ciety in  the  tovfn  of  Bergen 

from  Rev.  John  Corncliscn,  Treasurer  of  Classis 
of  Bergen,  for  Minutes  of  1819 

from  Female  Cent  Society,  in  congregation  at 
Hillsborough 

from  Rev.  John  L.  Zabriskie,  collected  in  Clas- 
sis  of  New-Brunswick,  for  Missionary  fund 

from  do.  collected  in  same  Classis  for  Theologi- 
cal Seminary    ...... 

from  Rev.  Walter  Monteith,  collected  in  the 
Churches  of  Flatbush  and  Flatlands 

from  James  Bogert,  jr.  collected  in  Church  at 
Haerlem  ...... 

from  Rev.  Isaac  Labagh,  collected  in  his  con- 
gregation ...... 

from  Rev.  Jacob  T.  Field,  collected  in  Church 
at  Pompton       ...... 

from  Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  collected  in 
Church  at  Hopewell         -         .        _        .         . 

from  do.  collectad  in  Church  at  New  Hackin- 
sack       ----.._. 

from  do.  as  Questor  of  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie, 
for  Minutes  of  Synod       .         .         -         . 

in  a  letter  from  Rev.  R.  Bronk,  collected  by  a 

Society  at  Watervleit      -         -        -      ^20  00 

Deduct  postage  -         -         .         .  55 


from  Rev.  Peter  D.  Fraeligh,  collected  in 
Church  at  Aquackenunck        .         -         .         - 

from  Rev.  J.  Schoonmaker,  from  Classis  of  L.I. 
for  Minutes  of  Synod  for  1819  -         -         - 

from  Mrs.  Van  Santvoord,  Treasurer  of  Cent 
Society,  Belleville 

from  I.L.  Kip,  Treasurer  of  Collegiate  Church- 
es in  New-York,  their  annual  subscription  for 
five  years,  to  permanent  fund  -         -         - 

from  Rev.  C.  C.  Cuyler,  collected  by  Cent  So- 
cieties of  Greenbush  and  Taghcanick,  congre- 
gations under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Har- 
man  Vedder  ------- 

from  Cent  Socictj'  of  the  congregation  of  Har- 
liti^en     -         ,         -         -         .  .  , 
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1820.  Dls.  C. 

June    1.     By  Cash  from   Rev.  Gilbert  R.  Livingston,  collected  by 

Cent  Society  at  Coxsackie       -         -         -         -       36  53 
do.     from    Coriiisiojy  of  Church  in    Garden-street, 
JVew-Yoi-k,  their  annual  subscription  for  five 
years  to  permanent  fund  .         -         -         .     200  00 

5376  16 


PAYMENTS. 


1819.  Dls.  C. 

May  31.     To  Cash  paid  draft  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  in  fa- 
vour of  Mr.  John  S.  Manon    -         -         -         -     125  00 
do.     paid   a  draft  of  the    same  Board  in   favour    of 

Rev.  James  S-  Cannon 300  GO 

June  23.  do.     remitted  to  the   Rev.   Dr.  John   H.   Livingston 

in  full  of  his  salary  to  the  1st  instant       -         -     162  75 
Aug.     1.  do.     paid  Webster  <Sc  Skinner's  account  for  stationa- 

ry at  session  of  Synod  in  Albany  -  -  -  3  44 
do.  paid  BarentBogert,  door  keeper  -  -  -  11  00 
do.     paid    expenses  of    Committee    to    Church    at 

Greenwich 43  OO 

Sept.  25.  do.  paid  Abraham  Labagh  for  tombs  for  Rev.  Elias 
Van  Bunschooten,  and  late  Professor  Schure- 
man 394  93 

27.  do.     paid  Professor  Livingston  1  quarter's  salary         -     437   40 
Oct.    14.  do.     paid  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  and  Rev.  S.S.  Wood- 
hull,  for  books  purchased  for  Library        -         -       38  10 

do.     paid   expenses  of  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  and  Rev. 

Isaac  Labagh,  delegates  to  German  Synod       -       68  00 
Jfov.    3-  do.     paid  A.  Paul  for  printing  Minutes  of  General 

Synod      -         -         -        -        -         -        -        -     180  00 

Dec.    13.  do.     paid  Professor  Livingston  1  quarter's  salary       •     437  50 

20.  do.     paid  expenses  of  Stated  Clerk     -         .         -         -       38  50 

21.  do.     paid  Committee  to  purchase  books  for  Library    -       20 
24.  do.     paid         do.         for  the  same     -         -         -         •     104  14 

28.  do.     paid  Professor  Ludlow  1  quarter's  salary  -        -     387  50 
17.             do.     paid  Committee  to  purchase  books  for  Library  -      39 

1820. 

Mar.  30.  do.     paid  Professor  Ludlow  1  quarter's  salary    -         -     387  50 

do.     John  I.  Westervelt  for  Committee  of  Missions     -     166  30 

Apr.      1.  do.     paid  expenses  of  Board  of  Corporation  to  New 

Brunswick       -__---- 

May  31,  do.     paid  the  Order  of  Board  of  Superintendents  of 

Theological  College  for  Indigent  Students 

do.     paid  Rev.  Paschal  Y\.  Strong  one  year's  salary 

as  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Corporation 

4147  78 

Balance  due  the  General  Synod       -        -        -  1223  38 

Km-York^  June  1,  1820. 
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The  General  Synod  have  made  it  the  duty  of  this  Board,  to  pre- 
pare the  Annual  Digest.  The  following  is  therefore  exhibited 
in  obedience  to  this  order  of  Synod. 

1.    As  TO  THE  Van  Bunschooten  fund. 
The  amount  actually  received  on  this  fund,  and  at 

interest  on  bond  and  mortgage,  at  7  per  cent,  is  ^14750  00 
And  the  annual  interest  on  this  sum,  is  ...  1032  50 
There  is  yet  to  be  received,  payable  in  future 

years  without  interest 3840  00 

There  is  a  balance  of  interest  in  the  hands  of  the 

Treasurer  of  Queens  College,  of 305  82 

And  we  have  reason  to  believe,  that  there  is  now  doe,  of  in- 
terest on  this  fund,  more  than  $  2100. 

We  respectfully  remind  Synod  of  the  propriety  of  their  re- 
commending some  persons  to  receive  aid  from  this  fund. 

II.       As    TO    TKtE    PrOFESSORAL    FuND. 

The  bonds  for  moneys  belonging  to  this  fund, 

amount  to  ,^9840  00 

(A  small  amount  of  interest  has  been  added  to 

the  principal  in  one  case,  and  included   in  a 

new  bond  ;  and  this  may  account  for  the  difler- 

ence  between  this  sum,  and  the  sum  stated  last 

year.) 

The  Trustees  are  accountable  for  principal  not 

loaned 2212  57 

The  annual  interest  of  both  these  sums  to  be  paid 

to  the  Professor  of  Theology,  ought  to  be     .     .         843  6^ 
From  June  1st,  1819,  to  June  1st,  1820,  there  has  been  paid 

to  the  Professor  of  Theology,  only  $450  from  this  fund. 
The  arrears  of  interest  due  on  this  fund  are, 

On  the  part  loaned  to  individuals,  more  than  $900  00 

On  the  part  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,  more 

than         1400  00 

III.    Indigent  Students. 
The  Trustees  of  Queens  College  have  appropriated  consi- 
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derable  sums  to  such  students  during  the  last  year,  and  conse- 
quently only  ^670  has  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury  of  Sy- 
nod for  their  aid  since  June  1st,  1819. 

IV.     Permanent  Fund. 

The  amount  of  this  fund  is, 
In  stock  of  the  State  of  New-York,  at  6  per  cent.  $3050  00 
do            Corporation  of  the  City  -^f  New- 
York  at  6  per  cent 700  00 

In  individual  obligations,  at  7  per  cent.      .      .     .  4940  00 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer    ....  443  05 


Amounting  to  $9133  05 
And  its  annual  product  will  be  about      ....         570  00 

The  stock  mentioned  in  the  last  digest,  as  belonging  to  the 
Professorate  account,  has  been  sold  to  the  Permanent  Fund, 
and  the  amount  used  for  the  support  of  the  Professors. 

The  stock  and  obligations  of  this  Fund  are  now  held  by 
different  individuals,  as  Trustees  for  the  General  Synod.  We 
respectfully  request  Synod  to  consider  tiie  propriety  of  causing 
these  individuals  to  transfer  the  property  thus  held  by  them, 
and  to  adopt  the  measures  in  relation  to  the  same,  which  such 
transfer  will  render  necessary. 

V.     The  PiiocEEDS  from  Printing  the  Constitution. 
The  amount  due  from  the  printer  being  small,  and  the  sales 
being  slow,  the  money  has  not  yet  been  collected. 

VI.     Collections  in  the  Churches. 
During  the  past  year,  there  has  been  received  from   this 
source  about  $265,  excluding  the  collections  for  the  Missiona- 
ry and  Contingent  Funds. 

VII.     Cent  Societies. 
The  receipts  from  these  during  the  past  pear,  have  been 
$1352.68,  of  which  $331.10  was  for  the  Permanent  Fund. 
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VIII.  Subscriptions  made  in  1815. 
All  these  are  now  due,  but  no  moneys  have  been  received 
from  this  source  during  the  last  year.  It  is  the  request  of  one 
tof  the  agents  by  whom  these  subscriptions  were  obtained,  that 
this  board  n)ay  be  instructed  and  empowered  to  take  all  suita- 
ble measures  in  relation  to  these  subscriptions. 

IX.  The  Minutes  of  General  Synod. 

The  arrears  of  Classes  for  printed  Minutes,  were  estimated 
at  $IS5  in  the  last  digest,  and  $141  25  ought  to  have  been 
paid  by  Classes  for  the  Minutes  of  June  last.  But  only  $41.81 
have  been  received ;  so  that  these  arrears  for  Minutes  now 
amount  to  $284.44. 

Probably  this  business  had  better  be  committed  to  this 
Board. 

X.  The  Contingent  Fund. 
On  this  fund  have  been  received  $76  20,  and  paid  $872  49, 
since  the  last  digest.  This  fund  is  chargeable  with  a  debt  to 
the  Missionary  Fund  of  $410  28.  It  appears  very  necessary 
that  Synod  pursue  some  measures  without  delay  to  increase  the 
receipts  on  this  fund. 

XI.     The  Donation  of  the  Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinge. 
Since  the  last  report  nothing  has  been  paid  on  the  stock  of 
which  this  donation  consists. 

XII.     Balances  of  Accounts. 

There  are  the  following  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasur- 
er, viz. 

On  the  Permanent  fund  Account $443  05 

On  the  Missionary  do 169  60 

Applicable  to  other  purposes 615  73 


$1228  38 


XIII.     Legacy  op  the  late  Miss  Rebecca  Knox. 
AH  the  interest  due  on  this  legacy  up  to  January,  1820,  has 

F 


42  jDNfi,  1820. 

been  received  by  the  Ti-ustees  of  Queens  College,  and  we  he- 
lieve,  paid  by  them  to  indigent  Students. 

XiV.     The  Library. 
'I'here  has  been  paid  to  the  order  of  the  Committee  for  this 
object,  the  amount  of  .^201  24,  during  the  last  year. 

XV.     Debts  of  General  Synod. 
To  the  Missionary  Fund,  as  stated  in 

the  last  report $410  28 

Balance  in  the  Treasurer's  hands       169  60 

■ $579  8S 

To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Livingston,  which  will  be  in  full 

to  June  1st,  1620 425  00 

Mr.  Ludlow 387  50 

Cash  in  the  Treasury  belonging  to  the  Perrtia- 

nentFund        .     »     .     .     * 443  05 

$1835  43 

XVI.  Estimate  of  Expenses  of  t^e  General  Synoj? 
FROM  June  1st,^.1820,  to  June  1st,  1821. 

1 .  Payment  of  debts,  as  mentioned  in  the  preced- 
ing article     ,     ,     .     .     $1835  43 

2.  Salaries  of  two  Professors  for  the  year        ,     .       3300,00 
2.  For  Indigent   Students   (in  addition  to  what 

may  be  paid  by  the  Trustees  of  Queens  College) 

about 700  00 

4.  For  Contingent  Expenses,  about      ....         500  00 

$6335  43 

XVII.  Estimate  of  Receipts  from  June  1st,  1820,  to 
June  1st,  1821,  to  meet  the  above  expenses  under 
existing  arrangements. 

1.  From  the  Professoral  Fund,  probably  not  more 

than $450  00 

2.  On  the  Permaneat  Fund 570  0© 
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3.  On  Mr.  Eltinge's  donation 15  00 

4.  From  Cent  Societies,  not  in  aid  of  the  Perma- 
nent Fund 

5.  From  Classes  for  printed  Minutes     .... 

6.  From  Collections  for  the  Contingent  Fund 

7.  From  other  Collections  in  the  Churche*  »  , 
S.  From  the  printer  of  the  Constitution  .  .  . 
9.  Add  the  balance  in  the  Treasury       ,     ,     .     . 

$3468  38 


This  last  estimate,  the  Synod  will  observe,  is  of  receipts  to 
meet  the  above  expenses,  and  is  exclusive  of  receipts  to  the  Mis- 
sionary and  Permanent  Funds,  and  of  what  may  be  paid  on 
the  Van  Bunschooten  Fund  and  Miss  Knox's  legacy.  The 
Synod  will  also  observe,  that  the  estimate  is  predicated  of  ex- 
isting arrangements.  It  appears  that  the  estimate  of  expenses 
exceeds  the  estimate  of  such  receipts,  ^2867.05.  And  the 
undersigned  believe  that  this  would  be  even  less  than  the  re- 
sult, should  the  existing  arrangements  be  continued,  and  7io 
nezo  efforts  be  made. 

When  we  state  that  such  is  our  conviction,  the  Synod  will 
not  be  Burprised  at  the  following  remarks  and  suggestions. 

The  Corporation  of  General  Synod  have  become  deeply 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  vigorous  exertions,  on  the  part 
of  the  Synod,  (o  support  their  Theological  Institution.  The 
small  receipts  during  the  last  year,  compared  with  the  heavy 
expenditures  which  have  necessarily  been  made,  even  on  the 
present  establishment  of  Professorships,  and  with  the  present 
number  of  Students,  and  without  any  great  additions  to  the 
Theological  Library,  show  the  indispensable  importance  of 
other  and  more  efficient  measures  than  have  yet  been  adopt- 
ed. The  Corporation  are  sensible,  that  however  wise  and 
salutary  the  regulations  hitherto  made  by  the  Synod,  for  pro- 
curing funds,  may  have  been,  their  failure  of  adequate  success 
has  been  owing  to  causes  which  the  Synod  could  not  well  con- 
trol, and  which,  they  flatter  themselves,  can  now  be.  remedi- 


44  JUNE,  1820. 

ed,  since  the  Synod  have  obtained  an  act  of  incorporation, 
and  appointed  a  Board  to  manage  their  pecuniary  concerns. 
They  would,  with  much  deference,  state,  that,  in  their  opinion, 
the  experience  of  other  similar  judicatures  has  abundantly 
testified,  that  the  pecuniary  business  of  such  bodies  is  always 
more  profitably,  punctually,  and  successfully  managed,  in  the 
hands  of  a  small,  judicious,  eflicient  Board,  whose  business  it 
isfrequently  and  regularly  to  attend  to  it,  than  by  ever  so  large 
and  respectable  a  judicatory,  the  members  of  which  are  per- 
petually changing,  and  whose  meetings,  necessarily,  can  sel- 
dom exceed  one  in  the  course  of  a  year.  Under  these 
impressions,  to  the  correctness  of  which  the  Corporation  be- 
lieve the  Synod  will  readily  accede,  the  Board  having  occa- 
sionally, during  the  past  year,  derived  suggestions  in  the  course 
of  business  which  has  come  before  them,  as  to  the  deficien- 
cies in  the  'present  system  of  regulations  adopted  by  the 
Synod,  for  collecting  moneys,  and  which  might  lead  to  a  more 
sure  and  prompt  mode  of  effecting  the  great  objects  of  the 
Synod,  would  respectfully  suggest  the  following,  as  worthy 
their  attention. 

1.  This  Board  would  recommend  to  General  Synod,  to  or- 
der that  collections  shall  be  taken  up  throughout  all  their 
Churches,  on  certain  specified  days,  for  certain  specified  ob. 
jects — as  for  example,  on  the  first  Sabbath  in  November,  for 
the  Theological  College  ;  on  the  first  Sabbath  in  May,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Permanent  Fund  ;  on  the  second  Sabbath  of  Jan- 
uary, for  the  Missionary  and  Contingent  Funds  ;  and  that  these 
collections  must  and  shall  be  taken  up  on  those  days,  if  only  a 
dollar  be  collected.  The  Synod  will  readily  acknowledge 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  interests  of  the 
Church,  to  secure  punctuality,  and  uniformity,  and  certainty, 
as  to  the  payments  to  these  respective  funds,  whatever  these 
payments  may  be  ;  and  that  it  is  as  easy  a  matter  to  be  uni-. 
form  and  punctual  as  to  the  time  of  these  collections,  as  it  is 
important — that  collections  punctually  made  and  received, 
even  though  they  may  be  small,  are  more  desirable  and  valu- 
able, than  larger  collections  occasionally  received  :  And  that 
if  it  be  practicable,  it  is  highly  desirable,  that  every  congrega^ 
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tion  in  the  bounds  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  whether 
poor  or  rich,  great  or  small,  vacant  or  supphed,  should,  on  one 
and  the  same  day,  he  engaged  in  making  these  specific  collec- 
tions. To  secure  this  object,  the  Board  would  recommend, 
that  the  General  Synod  ordain  a  positive  statute,  enjoiniyig  this 
duty  on  all  the  Churches  ;  that  they  specify  the  particular  Sab- 
baths for  raising  the  collections  for  the  particular  purposes,  and 
require  them  to  transmit  the  amount  of  money  thus  collected, 
to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Corporation,  immediately  after  the 
collections  are  made.  They  would  recomm.end  that  the  exe- 
cution of  this  injunction  be  committed  to  this  Board — that  it 
be  their  duty  to  write  a  circular  letter  to  all  the  Churches,  en- 
closing a  copy  of  the  injunction — and  that,  should  any  of  the 
Churches  not  render  their  report  to  this  Corporation,  in  a 
reasonable  time  after  the  collections  are  directed  to  be  made, 
such  Churches  be  marked  on  the  records,  and  reported  as  de- 
linquent to  the  Synod,  and  be  subject  to  such  censure  as  the 
Synod  may  deem  proper  to  inflict. 

On  this  point  the  Board  would  further  state,  that  from  June, 
1818,  to  June,  1819,  moneys  were  received  from  only  fifty- 
two  Churches  in  the  bounds  of  the  Synod,  which  amounted 
to  $3594.71  :  whereas  there  are  about  one  hundred  and  forty 
congregations  in  the  denomination,  and  of  course  nearly  one 
Imndred  congregations  never  contributed  at  all  ;  and  no  effect- 
ual measures  have  been  adopted  to  secure  moneys  from  them 
But  if  the  Synod  w^ill  enjoin  on  every  inferior  judicatory,  to 
inquire  regularly  into  these  collections,  and  to  further  the 
plans  of  General  Synod,  and  should  even  a  small  collection  be 
made  for  the  purposes  specified,  from  all  the  congregations, 
it  is  easy  to  perceive  how  great  an  addition  must  necessarily 
be  made  to  ti>e  funds  of  Synod,  compared  with  what  has  been 
formerly  received  ;  and  how  much  the  facility  of  payment,  on 
tkc- part  of  this  Board,  will  be  increased,  from  the  certainty 
and  punctuality  of  receiving  them. 

2.  This  Board  would  suggest,  that  subscriptions  shall  he 
taken  up  for  a  term  of  years  in  the  bounds  of  all  our 
Churches,  for  the  benefit  of  the  permanent  fund,  by  such  per- 
sons as  shall  be  from  time  to  time  appointed  by  this  Board  for 
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that  parpose-.-and  ilie  money  and  subscription  lists  be  hand- 
ed over  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Board — and  that  this  Board 
shall  have  full  power  to  pay  any  and  all  the  agents  whom  they 
may  employ,  as  well  thdr  travelling  expenses,  as  a  suitable  re^ 
muneration  for  their  trouble.  It  is  unnecessary  for  this  Board 
to  state  to  the  Synod  the  vast  importance  of  these  subscrip- 
tions for  a  definite  period,  to  augment  the  funds  of  the  Church, 
and  the  necessity  of  having  agents  to  attend  to  their  collect 
tion.  The  Synod  have  indeed  their  agents  in  their  respective 
Classes,  many  of  whom  deserve  no  small  thanks  for  their  for- 
mer industry  and  success  :  but  the  Board  are  satisfied  that  the 
plan  they  would  suggest  is  not  liable  to  the  objections  which 
may  bs  raised  against  the  present  system  of  agents  in  the 
respective  Classes ;  that  it  will  be  found  altogether  more  cer- 
tain and  effectual  ;  and  that  the  additional  amounts  raised  on 
this  plan  will  be  such,  as  to  render  the  expenses  and  compen- 
sation of  these  agents  a  secondary  consideration.  Should  the 
Synod  agree  to  this  suggestion,  it  would  be  the  intention  of  the 
Board  to  select  the  best  men  that  can  be  found  to  undertake 
this  agency,  and  that,  too,  on  the  most  reasonable  terms  ;  and 
as  circumstances  might  occur  which  would  render  a  change 
of  these  agents,  or  a  new  appointment,  necessary,  the  Board 
would  respectfully  suggest  to  Synod  to  leave  the  appointment 
and  the  compensation  of  these  agents  with  them.  It  would 
be  the  great  business  of  these  agents  to  attend  to  these  sub- 
scriptions, and  to  such  other  matters  as  the  Board  might  en- 
trust to  them  :  Whereas  those  now  appointed  in  the  several 
Classes  cannot  leave  their  congregations  a  sufficient  length  of 
time  for  profitably  attending  to  their  agency,  and  have  not 
those  obligations  resting  on  them  which  would  rest  on  agents 
specially  appointed  for  these  special  purposes,  and  remunerat- 
ed according  to  their  services. 

3.  The  Corporation  would  recommend,  as  to  Cent  Socie- 
ties, that  this  Board  should  have  power  to  forin  such  Societies 
in  all  the  Churches,  and  to  take  suitable  measures,  if  practi- 
cable, to  continue  them  in  a  prosperous  state.  These  Socie- 
ties do  not  possess  the  faculty  of  perpetual  motion,  but  like  a 
clock,  need  to  be  frequently  wound  up  and  kept  in  operation. 
The  formation  and  continuance  of  such  Societies  might  be  ef-^ 
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fectually  and  simultaneously  attended  to  by  the  agents  whom 
this  Corporation  would  send  out  through  the  Churches,  if  the 
S  ynod  should  grant  them  the  power  they  deem  expedient  for 
t  hem  to  possess.  It  is  unnecessary  for  this  Board  to  dwell  for 
a  moment  on  the  advantages  of  these  Cent  Societies,  whether 
as  to  their  moral  effects  on  the  members  of  those  Societies 
themselves,  or  their  pecuniary  emoluments  to  the  Church  itself: 
but  the  Synod  will  at  the  same  time  perceive  the  indispensable 
necessity  of  having  agents,  whose  great  business  it  shall  be  to 
form  and  revive  such  institutions  through  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church.  And  they  flatter  themselves,  that  should  the  General 
Synod  vest  them  with  this  power,  they  would  soon  realize  an 
addition  to  their  funds,  which  at  present  they  greatly  need,  and 
which,  under  existing  arrangements,  they  have  no  reason  to 
expect. 

4.  The  last  item  of  revenue  which  the  Corporation  would 
propose,  if  it  be  practicable,  is,  that  every  member  in  full  com- 
munion with  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  should  idtnilfxj 
himself  or  herself  with  the  Church,  by  a  small  donation  year- 
ly, (say  25  cents) — that  for  this  purpose  a  book  be  provided 
by  each  congregation,  and  the  name  of  the  donor  and  amount 
of  the  yearly  donation  be  inserted  in  this  book — that  this  be 
adopted  not  as  a  tax,  but  as  a  strong  recommendatory  mea- 
sure from  the  Synod  to  the  Churches  ; — that,  as  to  the  mode 
of  its  collection,  it  be  paid  in  the  Church  at  a  certain  time,  to 
be  notified  from  the  pulpit  for  that  purpose,  and  that  the 
names  of  the  donors,  with  the  sums  paid,  after  being  register- 
ed, shall  be  transmitted  to  this  Board.  A  measure  of  this 
kind  would  stimulate  the  zeal  of  many,  and  if  generally  adopt- 
ed, would  produce  a  large  sum  of  money.  There  are  in  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  least  15,000  communicants,  and 
at  the  rate  of  25  cents  a  year,  (as  the  very  poorest  member 
of  a  Church  could  afford  to  pay  that  small  sum,)  this  measure 
would  afford  a  revenue  of  from  3  to  4,000  dollars  per  annum. 

The  Board  now  submit  the  whole  of  this  report  to  Synod, 
confident,  that  however  it  may  have  occupied,  or  may  hereaf- 
ter occupy,  the  time  of  the  Synod,  they  yet  will  be  excused 
and  even  justified  for  the  detail  into  which  they  have  gone, 
and  the  freedom  which  they  have  used.  And  they  will  be  high„ 
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]y  gratified,  if  in  this  last  act  which  they  perform  beforfe  a  ne^ 
Board  is  elected,  thej  shall  have  materially  subserved  the  in- 
terests of  the  Church,  and  have  given  to  the  Sj'nod  such  sug- 
gestions as  shall  replenish  to  overflowing  their  now  exhausted 
treasury. 

One  of  this  Board  is  deputed  to  obey  the  calls  of  the  Sy- 
nod, and  to  give   any  explanations  they  may   desire,  and  to 
answer  any  inquiries  which  may  be  made. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  RUTGERS,  President, 
ISSAC  L.  KIP,  ^ 

ISAAC  HEYER,  y  Directors. 

S.  S.  WOODHULL,    ) 
JOHN  NITCHIE,  Treasurer. 
JSfew-liork,  June  1,  1820. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  above  documents  were  refer- 
red, made  their  report,  which  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee   to   whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  the  Corporation  to  the  General  Synod  of  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church,  respectfully  report — 
That  they  have  examined  that  communication,  and  congra- 
tulate the  Synod  on  the  appointment  of  such  a  Board ;  the 
diligence,  faithfulness,  enlightened  views,  and  persevering  at- 
tention which  they  have  shown  to  the  best  and  vital  interests 
of  our  Church  ; — they  feel  bound  to  acknowledge  the  grati- 
tude due  to  them,  and  in  their  own  spirit,  would  recommend 
the  following  resolutions  for  adoption  by  the  Synod,  viz. 

1st.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  the  Corporation  be  em- 
powered and  instructed  to  make  such  further  efforts  as  they 
may  consider  calculated  to  induce  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Queens  College  to  admit  the  correctness  of  the  opinion,  ex- 
pressed by  the  Corporation  in  their  report,  as  to  the  right  of 
Synod  in  relation  to  the  moneys  and  other  property  of  the 
Professoral  fund. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  in  case  such  efforts  should  be  unsuc- 
cessful, the  Board  of  the  Corporation  be  instructed  and  em- 
powered to  resort  to  other  measures  ;  and  as  the  first  of  such, 


JUNE,  1820.  49 

that  the  matter  be  submitted  to  the  Chancellors  of  the  states 
of  New- York  and  New-Jersey,  as  arbitrators. 

3d.  JResolved,  That  this  Synod  insist  on  their  chiim  to  the 
interest  now  due  on  that  part  of  the  Professoral  fund  which 
has  not  been  loaned  to  individuals  ;  and  instruct  the  Board  of 
the  Corporation  to  attend  to  such  claim. 

4th.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  earnestly  recommend  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees  to  change  the  mode  of  investment  of 
the  moneys  of  the  Professoral  and  the  Van  Bunschooten  funds, 
as  soon  as  possible  ;  and  that  the  Board  of  Corporation  be 
appointed  a  Committee  on  the  part  of  this  body,  to  agree  with 
a  like  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Queens  Col- 
lege, with  respect  to  changing  the  mode  of  investment  of  the 
last  named  fund. 

5th.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  the  Corporation  be  in- 
structed and  empowered  to  endeavour  to  have  the  title  to  the 
lands  of  the  Professoral  fund  vested  in  the  General  Synod,  as 
an  incorporated  body  ;  to  cause  the  stock  and  obligations  of  the 
permanent  fund  to  be  transferred  to  the  General  Synod,  as  an 
incorporated  body,  and  to  perform  all  acts  in  relation  to  the 
same,  vv^hich  such  transfer  will  render  necessary  and  proper  : 
to  take  all  suitable  measures  in  relation  to  the  arrears  and 
dues  of  Classes  for  the  printed  Minutes  of  Synod  ;  and  as  to 
the  proceeds  from  printing  the  Constitution,  and  as  to  the  un- 
paid subscriptions  made  in  1815. 

6lh.  Resolved,  That  collections  be  taken  up  in  all  the 
Churches  connected  with  this  Synod,  on  the  first  Sabbath  of 
November,  for  the  Theological  College  ;  on  the  first  Sabbath 
in  May,  for  the  permanent  fund  ;  on  the  first  Sabbath  in  Janu- 
ary, for  the  Missionary  and  contingent  funds  ;  and  that  these 
collections  must  and  shall  be  taken  up  on  those  days,  unless 
prevented  by  imperious  circumstances,  and  in  such  cases  that 
they  be  made  as  soon  after  as  possible,  if  only  a  dollar  be  col- 
lected; and  that  the  moneys  collected  under  this  injunction, 
be  transmitted  to  the  Treasurer  of  Synod,  immediately  after 
the  collections  are  made.  Your  Committee  recommend,  that 
the  execution  of  this  injunction  be  committed  to  the  Board  of 
Corporation,  that  it  be  their  duty  to  write  a  circular  letter  to 
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all  the  Churches,  enclosing  a  copy  of  this  injunction  ;  and 
that,  should  any  of  the  Churches  not  render  their  report  to 
the  Corporation,  in  a  reasonable  time  after  the  collections  are 
directed  to  be  made,  such  Churches  be  marked  on  the  re- 
cords, and  reported  as  delinquent  to  the  Synod,  and  be  sub- 
ject to  such  censure  as  the  Synod  may  deem  proper  to  inflict. 

7th.  Resolved,  That  it  be  enjoined  on  all  the  inferior  ju- 
dicatories, in  order  to  further  the  plans  of  General  Synod,  to 
inquire  regularly  into  these  collections,  and  report  the  result 
to  the  Board  of  Corporation. 

8th.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Corporation  be  in- 
structed and  empowered  to  employ  agents  for  obtaining  addi- 
tions to  the  permanent  fund  ;  and  that  such  agents  be  recom- 
mended by  this  Synod  to  the  attention  of  the  Churches  where 
they  may  be  employed  on  this  work  of  Christian  charity  ;  and 
that  it  be  earnestly  enjoined  upon  all  the  Churches  under  the 
care  of  this  Synod,  who  have  not  already  adopted  the  mea- 
sure, to  institute  Cent  Societies,  for  the  support  of  the  Theo- 
loo;ical  School :  and  that  the  Consistories  of  the  Churches  be 
requested  to  take  prompt  and  efficient  measures,  from  time  to 
time,  for  the  encouragement  and  support  of  such  as  are  alrea- 
dy organized. 

9th.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  recommend^  that  every 
member  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  identify/  himself  or 
herself  with  the  Church,  by  a  small  donation  yearly,  (say  25 
cents  or  more.)  That  for  this  purpose  a  book  be  provided 
by  each  congregation,  and  the  name  of  the  donor  and  amount 
of  the  yearly  donation  be  inserted  in  this  book  ;  that  this  be 
adopted  not  as  a  tax,  but  as  a  strong  recommendatory  mea- 
sure from  the  Synod  to  the  Churches ;  that,  as  to  the  mode  ot 
its  collection,  it  be  paid  in  the  different  Churches  on  the  last 
Sabbath  in  December,  notice  to  be  given  from  the  pulpits  to 
that  effect ;  and  that  the  names  of  the  donors,  with  the  sums 
paid,  after  being  registered,  be  transmitted  to  the  Board  of 
Corporation. 

10th.  Mr.  John  Nitchie  having  such  previous  engage- 
ments as  render  it  impi  acticable  for  him  to  perform  the  duties 
of  Treasurer,  and  having  tendered  to  Synod  his  resignation, 
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Resolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted,  and  that  Mr, 
Isaac  Heyer  be  appointed  Treasurer  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Nitchie  ;  and  that  Mr.  Guisbcrt  B.  Vroom  be  appointed  Di- 
rector in  the  place  of  Mr.  Heyer. 

To  conclude  ;  the  above  resolutions  are  reported,  because 
past  experience  and  the  best  prospects  of  the  Church  require, 
that  all  the  pecuniary  interests  of  Synod  should  be  intrusted 
in  the  hands  of  a  Board,  faithful,  intelligent,  active,  tried — who 
are  at  your  own  disposal,  and  in  whom  your  Committee  be- 
lieve your  confidence  cannot  be  misplaced  or  betrayed. 

JOHN  M.  BRADFORD,  Chairman, 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  John  Gossman,  Jesse  Fonda,  and 
W.  Eltinge,  and  the  Elder  Mr.  C.  Heyer,  be  a  Committee  to 
report  to  this  Synod  a  nomination  of  three  times  the  number 
of  persons  who  shall  constitute  the  Board  of  Directors  un- 
der the  charter.  This  Committee  reported  accordingly,  and 
the  Synod  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  President,  three  Direc- 
tors and  a  Treasurer  of  the  Corporation  ;  when  Mr.  Henry 
Rutgers  was  chosen  President,  Messrs.  Isaac  L.  Kip,  Guis- 
bert  B.  Vroom,  and  Rev.  Selah  S.  Woodhull,  were  chosen 
Directors,  and  Mr.  Isaac  Heyer,  was  chosen  Treasurer  of  the 
Corporation. 

The  door-keeper's  bill,  amounting  to  ^1 1  :  62h,  was  ordered 
to  be  paid. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Correspondence. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Helfenstein  being  present,  and  producing 
testimonials  of  his  appointment  by  the  German  Reformed 
Synod,  was  invited  to  sit  as  a  Corresponding  Member  of  this 
Synod. 

A  certified  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod 
of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  at  their  Session,  on  the 
17th  of  May  last,  was  received,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
the  Rev.  Robert  B.  E.  M'Leod  was  appointed  by  that  body 
a  Commissioner  to  attend  this  meeting  of  Synod.     The  Rev. 
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Robert  B.  E.  M'Leod  appeared  on  the  floor  of  Synod,  and 
was  invited  to  sit  as  a  Commissioner  from  the  General  Synod 
of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rex.  C.  Bork  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mille- 
doler  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  as  Delegates  from 
this  Synod,  to  meet  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  German 
Church,  to  be  convened  at  Hagerstown,  in  Maryland,  on  the 
first  Sabbath  of  September  next,  and  that  the  Rev.  C.  D. 
Wcsthrook  and  Jacob  I.  Shultz  be  their  secundi. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Brogan  Hoff,  as  primarius,  and 
Dr.  Jacob  Brodhead,  as  secundus,  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
appointed  Delegates  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  the  Ge- 
neral Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church  in  May, 
1821. 

The  Delegates,  appointed  to  attend  the  last  meeting  of 
the  German  Reformed  Synod,  made  the  following  report : — 

The  undersigned,  having  been  appointed  Delegates  at  the 
last  meeling  of  General  Synod,  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
German  Reformed  Synod  of  iNo.th  America,  held  at  Lancas- 
ter in  Sepiembcr  last,  respectfully  report, — 

That  they  fuliilled  their  appointment,  and  were  most  cor- 
dially received  by  their  German  Brethren  ; — ihat  they  were 
exceedingly  gratilied  in  observing  the  good  order  and  harmony 
that  prevailed  in  all  their  council* : — they  have  divided  their 
Synod  into  eight  Classical  Assemblies,  with  power  to  transact 
all  ecclesiastical  business  belonging  to  such  Classes,  within 
their  respective  districts,  reserving  to  their  Synod  the  power 
of  licensing  and  ordiiining  Ministers.  They  contemplate,  as 
soon  as  it  can  be  effected,  (he  organizaiion  of  a  Theological 
School. 

They  have  also  appointed  a  Committee  of  Missions,  and 
manifest  a  zeal  in  the  cause  of  Domestic  Missions  highly  ho- 
nourable to  themselves,  and  useful  to  the  Church. 

Two  Delegates  were  appointed  to  attend  the  present  Ses- 
sion of  this  Synod. 

A  copy  of  (heir  minutes  have  been  laid  on  your  table. 
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The  next  meeting  of  that  Synod  will  be  held  in  Hagars- 
town,  in  Maryland,  on  the  last  Sabbath  of  September  next. 

Your   Delegates   are  of  opinion,   that  the  friendly  inter- 
course, subsisting  between  the  two  Bodies,  ought  not  only  to 
be  maintained,  but  also  affectionately  cherished. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

PH.  MILLEDOLER, 
ISAAC  LABAGH. 
Mew-York,  Jane  9,  1820. 

The  Delegate,  appointed  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  made  the  following 
report : — 

The  undersigned,  appointed  to  attend  the  last  meeting  of 
the  General  Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  re- 
ported, that  he  had  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  him,  and 
was  received  with  great  cordiality  and  affection. 

DAVID  PARKER. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported,  and  their 
report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  report  to  General 
Synod  as  follows  : — 

1st.  That  the  Reverend  the  Delegates,  from  the  German 
Reformed  Synod,  have  presented  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of 
the  last  meeting  of  that  Reverend  Body,  which  the  Committee 
have  inspected,  and  find  to  contain  nothing  that  requires  the 
particular  attention  of  this  Synod. 

2d.  That  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York  have  not 
complied  with  the  resolution  of  the  General  Synod,  adopted 
at  their  last  meeting,  directing  them  to  continue  their  cor- 
respondence with  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  because  no 
answer  has  been  received  from  that  Body,  to  numerous  letters 
and  other  communications  addressed  to  them  by  the  Judica- 
tures of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  North  America.  The 
Committee  also  perceive,  that  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- 
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York,  for  the  above  reasons,  recommend  to  General  Synod 
to  suspend,  for  the  present,  their  correspondence  with  the 
Synod  of  North  Holland. 

Your  Committee  would  suggest  to  Synod  the  following  re- 
solutions : 

1st.  That  this  Synod,  deeply  regretting  the  failure  of  their 
attempts  to  maintain  a  friendly  intercourse  with  the  Synod 
of  North  Holland,  will  discontinue  those  attempts,  until  they 
can  be  renewed  with  some  prospect  of  success. 

2d,  That  the  Delegates,  appointed  by  General  Synod  to 
attend  the  next  meeting  of  the  German  Reformed  Synod,  be, 
and  they  hereby  are,  authorised  to  confer  with  any  Committee, 
which  that  Reverend  Body  may  hereafter  appoint,  on  the 
subject  of  a  union  between  the  two  Churches. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

DAVID  PARKER,  Chairman. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication 
from  the  Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  on  the 
subject  of  a  unioji  of  the  Dutch  and  Associate  Reformed 
Churches,  made  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : — 

The  Committee,  on  the  communication  from  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  receive,  with  Christian  affection,  the  overture  of  the 
General  Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  on  the 
subject  of  a  union. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford,  Paschat 
N.  Strong,  and  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler;  and  the  Elders,  Messrs. 
Henry  Rutgers  and  Cornelius  Heyer,  be  a  Committee  of 
Conference,  on  the  part  of  this  body. 

Resolved,  That  the  Conference  be  held  in  the  city  of  Netr- 
York,  on  Tuesday,  the  20th  inst. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  notify  the  Commissioners 
respectively. 
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Mr.  Cuyler  having,  for  reasons  which  he  stated,  dechned 
acting  upon  the  above  named  Committee  of  Conference,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Livingston  was  appointed  in  his  place. 

ARTICLE  VL 

Synodkal  Reports  on  the  State  of  the  Churches, 
After  a  free  conversation  on  the  subject,  at  an  hour  pre- 
viously appointed  by  Synod,  the  Committee  on  the  state  of 
Religion  reported,   and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

The  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Churches  report: 
That,  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synods  of  New- 
York  and  Albany,  and  from  the  (ree  conversation  on  the  state 
of  religion,  it  appears— That  the  pure  doctrines  of  the  Gospel, 
as  held  by  our  standards,  are  generally  maintained,  and  regu- 
larly and  faithfully  preached — that  there  is  particular  atten- 
tion paid  to  the  instruction  of  youth  in  the  principles  of  our 
religion — that  family  visitation  is  faithfully  attended  to  by 
many  of  our  Ministers — that  there  is  a  very  encouraging 
attendance  upon  public  worship  and  other  means  of  grace — 
that  the  number  and  influence  of  Prayer-Meetings  and  Bible- 
Classes  have  considerably  increased — that  family  worship 
and  other  private  duties  are  better  observed  than  formerly — 
that  there  is  an  increasing  attention  to  discipline — that  the 
standard  of  piety  is  gradually  rising — that  professors  of  religion 
are  walking  more  worthy  of  their  vocation — that  Christians 
of  various  denominations  are  more  closely  united  in  the  kindly 
feelings  of  gospel  good-will — that  the  monthly  concert  of 
pubhc  prayer  is  regularly  observed  in  many  congregations — 
that  there  is  in  a  (ew  places  a  more  lively  interest  felt  in 
behalf  of  Missionary  and  Bible  Societies — that  there  are  more 
earnest  prayers  and  more  liberal  exertions  made  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  at  large — that  the  regular 
dispensation  of  the  Gospel  has  a  very  perceptible  influence 
upon  the  world  in  many  places,  to  check  their  vices  and  their 
vain  amusements — that  during  the  last  year  a  goodly  number 
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of  sinners  have,  to  all  appearance,  become  savingly  converted 
— and  that  the  general  prospects  of  our  Church  are  in  many 
quarters  very  particularly  encouraging. 

Froui  this  geaaral  view  it  appears,  that  the  Dutch  Church 
was  never  in  a  more  prosperous  state  in  this  country  ;  that  it 
never  had  brighter  prospects  ;  and,  therefore,  that  its  Mem- 
bers have  never  been  more  loudly  called  upon  to  observe  and 
acknowledge,  that  the  hand  of  God  has  been  stretched  out  in 
their  behalf. 

It  is  particularly  incumbent  on  us  to  notice  the  increased 
attention  which  is  paid  to  family  worship  :  this  duty  has  here- 
'tofore  been  neglected  to  a  very  shameful  degree  in  many  of 
our  congregations.  It  is  pleasing  to  observe  that  an  evident 
change  for  the  better  is  now  taking  place.  In  some  congre- 
gations two-thirds  of  the  families  of  professors  now  regularly 
worship  God  morning  and  evening.  In  a  few  congregations 
the  proportion  is  still  greater ;  and  in  one,  all  the  families  of 
this  description  but  two  are  entitled  to  this  commendation. 

It  is  also  pleasing  to  observe,  that  Bible  Classes  are  multi- 
plying and  attracting  more  general  attention.  It  has  been 
found  by  experience  that  this  mode  of  instruction  is  peculiarly 
calculated  to  interest  the  minds  of  young  people,  and  to  in- 
duce the  attendance  of  many  who  would  turn  away  from  other 
modes  ;  and  in  many  instances  it  has  actually  been  productive 
of  the  happiest  results.  When  we  add  to  this  the  considera- 
tion, that  by  this  method  we  draw  instruction  directly  from 
the  fountain  of  religious  knowledge,  which  God  himself  has 
opened,  we  earnestly  pray  that  these  institutions  may  meet 
with  still  more  extensive  patronage. 

Prayer  meetings  and  family  visitation,  have  also  been  re- 
markably blessed,  and  have  given  clear  indications  of  God's 
presence  with  us.  In  attending  to  the  latter  duty,  it  has  been 
found  very  useful  for  the  Minister  sometimes,  to  go  unattended 
»by  an  Elder,  and  to  speak  to  the  members  of  each  family  one 
by  one.  Such  a  mode  of  address,  is  peculiarly  calculated  to 
come  home  to  every  heart.  There  is  no  throwing  it  off  upon 
others,  or  merging  of  one's  self  in  a  whole  community,  and 
thus  escaping  as  an  individual.  There  is  a  great  point  gained^ 
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when  you  make  the  individual  feel  that  religion  is  his  own  per- 
sonal concern.  It  has  also  been  found  useful,  to  hold  meetings 
expressly  for  the  purpose  of  conversation  and  prayer,  with 
such  as  are  in  any  degree  anxious  about  their  spiritual  state ;  or 
are  willing  to  confess  that  they  are  seeking  salvation. 

Among  the  causes  of  gratulation  on  the  state  and  prospects 
of  the  Church,  your  Committee  distinctly  recognise  those 
frequent  revivals  of  religion  which  are  breaking  forth  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  our  land,  and  within  our  own  borders ;  and  in 
which,  considerable  numbers  are  in  a  short  time  brought  from 
the  darkness  and  thraldom  of  sin,  into  the  light  and  glorious 
liberty  of  the  children  of  God.  When  we  hear  of  such  things, 
we  are  powerfully  reminded  of  the  promise,  "  I  will  pour  wa- 
ter upon  him  that  is  thirsty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground  ; 
I  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  seed  and  my  blessing  upon 
thine  offspring  ;"  and  we  are,  before  we  are  aware,  thinking 
of  those  events  of  the  day  of  Pentecost,  which  were  the  ac- 
tual first  fruits  ;  and  the  earnest  of  that  great  harvest  of  souls 
which  God  shall  gather  to  himself  in  the  latter  days.  Con- 
sidering these  revivals  in  this  connexion,  they  open  a  glorious 
field  to  our  view,  and  place  us  under  very  special  obligations 
to  praise  the  Lord,  and  congratulate  one  another  on  what  we 
are  living  to  hear  and  see.  If  the  angels  in  heaven  feel  such 
an  interest  in  our  concerns  as  to  rejoice  over  a  sinner  when 
he  is  brought  to  repentance,  should  not  we  rejoice  at  the  con- 
version of  a  multitude  of  our  neighbours  and  brethren  ?  Yes, 
let  us  "  praise  the  Lord  for  his  goodness  and  for  his  wonder- 
ful works  to  the  children  of  men!" 

But,  though  "  the  Lord  has  done  great  things  for  us  whereof 
we  are  glad,"  yet  our  joy  is  abated  by  the  coldness  and  bar- 
renness of  many  professors  ;  by  the  unhappy  distractions  and 
keen  animosities  existing  in  one  of  our  Classes  ;  and  especially 
by  the  awful  fact,  that  to  all  appearance,  a  vast  majority  of  the 
people  of  our  several  congregations  are  yet  in  an  unconverted 
state  ;  and  therefore,  under  the  curse  of  God  and  exposed  to 
his  eternal  wrath.  Their  case  is  the  more  affecting,  because 
they  are  brought  very  near  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  they 
are  living  within  the  call  of  the  Saviour.     But  they  will  net 
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come  to  him  that  they  may  have  Ufe.  Many  are  deaf  to  his 
call,  and  wholly  indifferent  to  his  admonitions.  They  have 
forgotten  their  Maker  and  neglect  his  service,  though  they 
have  grown  up  under  the  means  of  grace,  and  have  always 
dwelt  in  the  midst  of  such  as  are  living  and  faithful  witnesses 
for  God.  Is  not  their  case  most  awful  and  deplorable  ?  Will 
it  not  be  more  tolerable  for  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  in  the  day 
of  judgment,  than  for  many  who  belong  to  our  congregations 
and  frequent  our  churches  ?  Let  us  more  faithfully  and  ha- 
bitually view  the  case  as  it  really  is.  Let  us  measure  our- 
selves not  so  much  by  human  judgment,  as  by  the  standard  of 
divine  truth ;  let  us  view  our  congregations  in  the  light  of 
God's  word  ;  and  we  shall  see  abundant  reason  to  weep  day 
and  night  over  the  slain  of  the  daughters  of  Zion ! !  Let  us 
pray,  and  preach,  and  act,  and  labour  as  if  we  were  in  earnest 
over  this  immense  interest ;  and  as  if  we  really  believed  and 
felt,  that  we  are  fellow-workers  with  God,  to  save  the  souls 
of  our  people  from  destruction. 

The  Statistical  Tables  accompany  this  report. 

The  Committee  have  also  prepared,  and  herewith  present, 
certain  resolutions  connected  with  the  state  of  the  Churches, 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Synod, 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

PHILIP  MILLEDOLER,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Ministers  of  our  Church  be  requested 
to  set  apart  and  observe  one  hour  (from  11  till  12  o'clock, 
A.  M.  on  Saturda}',)  in  each  week,  for  the  purpose  of  praying 
in  concert  for  the  more  copious  effusion  of  the  Spirit  upon  the 
ministry  of  reconciliation,  and  upon  every  other  department 
of  the  Christian  Church. 

Resolved,  That  each  Classis  be  requested  to  hold,  at  their 
stated  meeting,  immediately  preceding  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  General  Synod,  a  free  conversation  on  the  state  of  reli- 
gion in  their  congregations;  and  that  on  some  day  of  such 
meeting,  each  Classis,  as  such,  spend  one  hour  in  special  pray- 
er, in  behalf  of  the  interests  of  vital  religion  within  oui* 
bounds. 
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Resolved,  That  the  statistical  reports  of  the  state  of  our 
Churches  be  henceforth  rendered  once  in  three  years. 

Whereas  serious  divisions  exist  in  one  of  the  Classes  within 
our  bounds — and  numbers  of  persons  are  still  found  in  all  of 
them  who   habitually  neglect  the  great   salvation — therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  last  Thursday  of  September  be  set  apart 
and  observed  in  all  our  Churches  as  a  day  of  humiliation^ 
fasting,  and  prayer. 
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PARTICULAR  SYJ^OD  OF  NEW-YORK. 


CLASSIS  OF  NEW-YORK. 


CHURCHES 


New-York 

Garden-street 

Brooklyn 

German  Ref 'd 

North  West 

Greenwich 

Bloomingdale 

Haerlem 

Tarry  Town 

GortlandtTown 

Fordham 

Market-street 


PASTORS. 


Dr.G.A.  Kuypers, 
Dr.  P.Milledoler, 
John  Knox 
PaschdlN. Strong 
f.  M.  Mathews 
Selah  S.  WoodhuU 
Isaac  Labagh 
Christian  Bork 
C.  JlL,rde.ibergh 
Dr.  Alex.  Giinn 
C.  C.  Vermeule 
Thomas  G.  Smith 
Abraham  Hoffman 
John  F.  Jackson 
Has  no  Pastor 


Census. 


S  s 


Communicants. 


350 

182 
160 
138 
164 

61 

40 


NO 
1750 

960 
800 
573 
676 


930 

184 
140 
217 
564 

44 


25 


rec'd 


s 


29  11 


11 


909 

211 
156 
227 
578 

40 
56 

26 


Baptised. 


s> 


120 

36 

27 
26 
72 

10 

7 

12 


Rev.  Matthias  Bruen  and  John  H.  Dreyer  without  charges 
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61 


CLASSIS  OF  NEW-BRUNSWICK. 


CHURCHES 


P.iSTORS. 


J.  S.  Vredenburgh 
Dr.  J.  S.  Cannon 
John  L.  Zabriskie 

Benjamin  Dubois 
S.  A.  \'anVraiiken 
James  G.  Force 

Jac.  I.  Sclniltz 
CCEltinae 


Census. 


"fe^. 


New-Brunswick 
Raritan 
Six-Miie-Run 
Hillsborougli 
Bedminster 
Middletovvn&  ] 
Freehold  ) 

Walpeck 
Rockaway  &    ) 
Rockaway  in  S 
Lebanon  ) 

Minising  and  ) 
Mahakemack  ) 
Stillwater 

The  Classis  have  under  their  care  four  candidates,  viz.  John  T.  Maybon. 
James  Romeyn,  John  A.  Smaitz,  and  Isaac  A.  Van  Hook;  and  one  Minister 
without  a  charge,  viz.  Cornelius  Bogardus. 


185 

152] 
95 

127 


64 


850 


666 


442 


Communicants. 


1^ 


173 


44 


rec'd 


176 


146 


Baptised. 


33 
25 

29 


23 


54 

49 


CLASSIS  OF  BERGEN. 


Bergen 

John  Cornelison 

165 

670 

220 

11 

1 

1 

7 

223 

3 

31 

Hackinsack 

J.  V.  C.  Romeyn 

Schraalenburgh 

J.  V.  C.  Romeyn 

Belville 

S.  Van  Santvoord 

102 

610 

79 

8 

2 

3 

1 

2 

83 

o 

21 

E.Neighbour-  ? 
hood              J 

C.  T.  Demarest 

Pompton 

Jacob  T.  Field 

143 

63 

7 

1 

3 

1 

68 

1 

31 

Pompton  Plains 

Ava  Neal 

i:o 

1100 

113 

4 

1 

118 

16 

Fairfield 

Ava  Neal 

165 

950 

49 

7 

2 

76 

1 

14 

Ponds 

John  Demarest 

147 

725 

100 

2 

2 

S6 

26 

Stonehouse       ^ 
Plains            5 

No  Pastor 

Montville 

No  Pastor 

2 

17 

Preakness 

No  Pastor 

Newfoundland 

No  Pastor 

Rev.  John  Duryea  and  Rev.  Peter  Stryker,  without  charges. 

CLASSIS  OF  PARAMUS. 

No  Report. 


CLASSIS  OF  LONG-ISLAND. 

The  Classis  of  Long-Island  presented  no  statistical  table,  but  reported  that  the 
Rev.  Walter  Monteith,  having  accepted  a  call  from  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Schenectady,  has  been  disniis.sed  by  the  Classis. 
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CLASSIS  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


Census. 

Communicants. 

Baptised 

a, 

it 

s  § 

rec'd 

CHURCHES. 

PjISTORS. 

s 

5 

s 

O 

"2 

"a  § 
11 

1 

5» 

1 

1st  Ref.D.Ch.  ? 
cfPhiladelph.  5 

Dr.  J.  Brodhead 

28U 

437 

33 

6 

10 

5 

5 

455 

9 

25 

1st  Ref.D.Ch.  ) 

in  district    of  > 

Srogun  Hoff 

56 

11 

1 

3 

2 

1 

36 

2 

5 

SpringGarden  ) 

Norin  Branch 

P.  Studdiford 

225 

170 

10 

2 

2 

176 

1 

Harlingen 

W.  Smith 

157 

178 

10 

5 

1 

192 

1 

.30 

Shanack 

P.  Labagli 

l\orth&  South  ) 
Hampton          j 

Jacob  Larzalere 

120 

70 

70 

20 

The  Rev.  David  Parker  without  a  charge. 


PARTICULAR  SYJVOD  OF  ALBANY. 


CLASSIS  OF  ALBANY. 


1st  Ch,  Albany 

Dr.J.  M.  Bradford 

200 

1200 

200 

24 

3 

1 

2 

8 

216 

4 

4t 

2d    do.       do. 

John  De  Witt 

198 

21 

4 

3 

218 

4 

21 

Coxsackie 

G.  R.  Livingston 

210 

1500 

114 

4 

2 

5 

116 

40 

Bought              ^ 
Washington&  > 
Gibbonsville    ) 

Robert  Bronk 

72 
50 

453 
320 

98 

28 

7 
9 

1 
3 

106 

40 

1 

5 

4 

2 

Amity  ?.nd       ) 
Niscayuna       ^ 

Thos.  Romeyn 

167 

9 

8 

4 

3 

177 

54 

Schenectady 

J.  Van  Vechten 

24 

2 

7 

5 

28 

Cocymans  &  ) 
Bethlehem       3 

S.  Kissam 

87 
105 

600 
630 

81 

35 
4 

2 

2 

37 

8 

11 

Basick 

Vacant 

120 

610 

31 

4 

1 

36 

4 

Helderberg       j 

Salem  and       V 

H.  Van  Huysen 

.Terusalem        S 

2d  Ch.  Sche-  \ 

nectady,  and  f 
1st    Ch.    4th  / 

P.  Van  Zandt 

ward  of  do.     j 

Glenville 

Vacant 

Beaverdam 

Vacant 

CLASSIS  OF  WASHINGTON. 


Wynantskill 

Schaghticoke   \ 

and  Tyashoke ] 

Saratoga 

Argyle 

Waterford 

Union-Village 

Easton 

johosborough 


li.  A.  Westervelt 

S.  Ostrander 

Philip  Duryea 
Isa  Y.  Johnston 


165 

990 

16 

1 

6 

206 

60 

Lj.,. 

5fi 

1 

2 

49 

1 

60 

5  . 

f.u 

50 

104 

!  t  '8 

2 

9 

11 

1 

107 

1 

86 

47  G 

90 

7 

2 

1 

93 
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CLASSIS  OF  POUGHKEEPSIE. 


Census. 

Communicants. 

Baptised. 

K 

rec'd 

a. 



(-a 

gl^ 

^ 

«, 

CHURCHES. 

P.^STORS. 

^.• 

^  "^ 

>*• 

-e 

■tt 

b-  -^ 

<^  tf. 

?ft;' 

^ 

S 

"« 

2  s 

1'? 

0 

C 

6 

s 
.5 

1- 

■^ 

q 

"S 
''^ 

Poughkeepsie 

C.  C.  Cuyler 

300 

lyoc 

313 

5 

5 

2 

3 

4 

314 

1 

15 

?J.Hackinsack  ) 
Hopewell         5 

Thomas  Dewitt 

105 
90 

800 
650 

103 
116 

8 

3 

3 

2 

1 

2 

111 
117 

2 

2 

14 
9 

Rhinebeck 

W.  M'iVIurray 

176 

1000 

144 

15 

6 

5 

3 

157 

3 

42 

St.  Johns  and  ) 
Linlithgow       3 

A.  N.  Kittle 

83 

91 

6 

2 

1 

2 

92 

17 

10& 

85 

11 

3 

2 

91 

1 

22 

Kingston 

John  Gosman 

ilSO 

1750 

346 

6 

3 

3 

2 

8 

342 

2 

40 

Fishkill 

C.  D.  VVustbrook 

Hyde-Park  &  ) 
PleasantPlain  \ 

P.  S.  Wynkoop 

67 

2(.i 

35 
17 

1 

2 

2 

38 
19 

2 

Greenbush  St  i 
Tackhanack    \ 

H.  Vedder 

1 
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184 

9 
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27 

CLASSIS  OF  ULSTER. 


Montgomery 

Jesse  i'ouda 

297 

136(J 

307.37 

10 

l(i 

3 

341 

4 

65 

]\ew-Paltz  &,  ) 
New-Hurley    5 

W.  R.  Bogardus 

207 
155 

1237 
900 

77 
66 

21 

6 

1 

2 

1 

96 
72 

1 

SO 
43 

Shawangunk   i 

240 

1565 

9 

3 

3 

2 

145 

39 

and            > 

A.  D.  Wilson 

New-Prospect  ) 

73 

449 

4 

1 

51 

15 

Rochester        "1 
W'arwarsing    }■ 

232 

1624 

74 

3 

2 

79 

J.  Mui-phy 

153 

1064 

57 

3 

1 

60 

and  Clove       J 

98 

586 

'X: 

1 

33 

Marbletown    °| 

200 

1210 

76 

3 

79 

35 

Hurley  and       > 

J.  H.  Carle 

36 

216 

53 

53 

10 

Abhokan          J 

63 

431 

65 

3 

5 

63 

52 

Flatbush 

P.  A.  Overbagh 

32 

132 

5 

S3 

Saugerties 

H'ry  Ostrander 

200 

1200 

161 

17 

5 

2 

181 

2 

33 

CatskiU 

I.  N.  Wyckott' 

185 

lIoO 

28 

5 

1 

3 

15J 

34 

■Woodsleck 

100 

600 

55 

27 

Esopus 

150 

750 

31 

3 

67 

Mamakotting 

Bloomingdale 

Middletown 

JBeaverdarn 

1 

1 

ARTICLE  VIL 


Synodical  Appeals. 
The  following  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Particular 
Synod  of  Albany,  in  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Palmer,  was 
received. 
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"  The  undersigned  acting  on  behalf  of  those  who  have  re- 
monstrated against  the  proceedings  of  the  Classis  of  Montgo- 
mery, in  the  suspension  of  the  Rev.  S.  Palmer,  and  of  Mr. 
Palmer  in  particular,  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Particu- 
lar Synod,  sustaining  the  decision  of  the  Classis  in  that  case, 
to  the  General  Synod,  at  their  next  meeting  to  be  held  on  the 
first  Wednesday  of  June,  in  New- York,  for  the  following 
reasons,  viz. 

"  1st.  Because  Mr.  Palmer  had  no  citation  to  appear  be- 
fore the  Classis,  in  order  to  answer  to  any  specific  charges 
which  being  substantiated,  would  render  him  a  proper  subject 
of  discipline. 

"  2d.  Because  the  Classis  proceeded  to  try  Mr.  Palmer 
in  his  absence. 

"  3d.  Because,  on  the  face  of  the  ex-parte  testimony  itself, 
considering  the  amhigidty  of  some  expressions,  the  evident 
probability  of  the  misinterpretation  of  some  expressions  which 
he  may  have  used,  and  the  fact  that  most,  if  not  all,  the  wit- 
nesses were  persons  who,  through  feelings  of  opposition  to 
Mr.  Palmer,  had  petitioned  the  Consistories  to  apply  for  his 
discharge,  for  reasons  which  the  Consistories  had  decided  to 
be  insutficient,  and  who  may  therefore  be  well  supposed  to 
have  been  so  biassed  as  to  give  an  incorrect  representation  of 
the  meaning  of  Mr.  Palmer  in  the  matters  testified  against 
him,  there  does  not  appear  satisfactory  reason  to  conclude 
that  Mr.  Palmer  ought  to  be  suspended  from  the  exercise  of 
his  ministerial  functions. 

JOHN  C.  TOLL, 
ALBERT  AMxMERMAN." 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the 
said  appeal ;  and  the  Rev.  Albert  Ammerman  having  pro- 
duced testimonials  of  his  appointment  by  Mr.  Palmer,  was  ac- 
credited as  a  commissioner  to  prosecute  the  said  appeal. 

Resolved,  That  all  those  members  of  the  Classis  of  Mont- 
gomery, and  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  who  have 
already  voted  on  the  subject  under  consideration,  be  excluded 
from  the  privilege  of  voting  on  it  now. 
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The  Minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  a  joint  Committee  of 
the  Consistories  of  Union  and  New  Harlaem,  of  the  Classis 
of  Montgomery,  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  in  the 
ease  of  Mr.  Palmer,  and  other  documents  on  the  subject,  were 
read. 

The  Synod  then  heard  Mr.  Ammerman  in  favour  of  the  ap- 
peal, and  also  Mr.  Van  Home,  a  member  of  the  Particular 
Synod  of  Albany,  from  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  in  sup- 
port of  the  decision  of  Classis  and  Particular  Synod. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded,  "  Resolved,  That  the  ap- 
peal from  the  decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  be- 
fore this  Synod,  be,  and  hereby  is  sustained.'''^ 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  resolution,  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative, 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

Synodical  References. 
The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  reported,  and  th«ir 
report  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Comnlittee  on  Synodical  Minutes  report — 

That  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  New- York,  at  their 
meeting  in  May  last,  they  find  reasons  assigned  for  the  sus- 
pension of  the  correspondence  with  the  Synod  of  North  Hol- 
land, referred  to  by  General  Synod  at  their  meeting  of  June 
last.  (Art.  IV.  Correspondence,  see  Minutes  of  Particular 
Synod,  Art.  III.  page  6.) 

Also  a  recommendation  to  their  Delegates  to  General  Sy- 
nod, to  endeavour  to  prevail  with  them  to  require  the  statisti- 
cal accounts  of  the  congregations  to  be  given  in  once  in  three 
years,  instead  of  annually. 

In  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  at  their 
session  in  October  last,  they  find  a  statement  of  the  decisions 
of  several  Classes  on  the  subject  of  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  tlie  Church.     (See  Art.  IX.  page  4.) 

Also  in  the  same  article,  a  recommendation  to  abolish  the 
Particular  Synods,  for  certain  reasons  therein  assigned. 

I 
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They  also  report,  that  there  is  a  manuscript  copy  oi  the 
Minutes  of  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  at  a  special  meeting 
on  the  26th  of  April  last,  on  an  appeal  from  the  Classis  of 
Montgomery,  in  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Conrad  Ten  Eyck, 
which  contains  an  intimation  to  Synod  of  a  design  of  Classis 
to  appeal  to  General  Synod  from  the  decision  of  the  Particu- 
lar Synod. 

Also  a  presentation  of  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  said 
Synod  to  the  General  Synod,  in  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Sylva- 
nus  Palmer. 

The  Committee  beg  leave  to  direct  the  special  attention  of 
Synod  to  said  manuscript  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  at 
their  said  extra  meeting,  herewith  delivered. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

CHRISTIAN  BORK,  Chairman. 

Js'ew-Yorlc,  June  7th,  1820. 

The  first  article  of  the  above  Report  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence. 

The  second  article,  relating  to  Statistical  Tables,  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  Religion. 

The  third  article,  respecting  the  decisions  of  several  Clas- 
ses on  the  subject  of  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  Church,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Profes- 
sorate. 

The  fourth  article,  relating  to  the  abolition  of  the  Particu- 
lar Synods,  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Van  Vechten,  Sickles,  and 
the  Elder  Van  Deusen.     (See  Art.  8.) 

The  article  respecting  Mr.  Ten  Eyk's  case,  was  recommitted 
to  the  same  Committee,  who  made  the  following  additional 
Report  : — 

The  Committee  on  Sy  nodical  Minutes,  having  had  recommit- 
ted to  them  so  much  of  their  report  as  relates  to  the  case  of  the 
Rev.  Conrad  Ten  Eyck,  can  only  further  say,  that  they  find  on 
the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  an  intimation 
of  a  design  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  said  Synod  to  the 
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General  Synod  ;  but  whether  there  is  sucli  an  appeal  or  not. 
does  not  appear.     All  of  which  is  humbly  submitted.. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

CHRISTIAN  BORK,  Chairman, 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Grievances. 
The  Committee  on  Gravamina  report,  that  they  find  no- 
thing on  the  subject  of  their  appointment  claiming  the  atten- 
tion of  this  Synod. 

ARTICLE  X. 

Church  Government. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  abo- 
lishing the  Particular  Synods,  made  the  following  Report : — 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Minutes 
of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  as  relates  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Particular  Synods,  Report — 
That  they  have  instructed  their  Chairman  to  present  for  the 
consideration  of  this  Synod,  certain  Resolutions  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

By  order, 

J.  VAN  VECHTEN,  Chairman. 
Resolved,  as  the  sense  of  this  Synod,  that,  under  existing 
circumstances,  it  is  expedient  to  abolish  the  Particular  Synods 
of  New-York  and  Albany. 

Resolved,  that  the  several  Clas.§es  be  requested  to  concur 
in  this  measure  ;  and  that,  when  two  thirds  of  the  Classes 
shall  have  so  concurred,  then  so  much  of  the  Constitution  as 
relates  to  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Particular 
Synods,  shall  be  considered  as  annulled. 

Resolved,  that  in  this  case,  the  Delegates  to  the  General  Sy- 
nod shall  be  appointed  by  their  respective  Classes  ;  and  that 
nil  other  authority,  rights,  privileges,  duti&s,  aij4  responiibiti- 
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ties  of  the  Particular  Synods,  shall  be  transferred  to  the  Ge- 
neral Synod. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  first  of  the  above  resolu- 
tions, it  was  lost. 

ARTICLE  XL 

Doctrines  and  Morals, 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XIL 

Customs  and  Usages. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XIIL 

Schools,  and  Christian  Education. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

Queens  College. 
See  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Corporation,  Art.  4. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

Professorate. 
The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  reported,  and  their  re=r 
port  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate,  Report : — 
That  a  full,  and  as  they  believe,  a  faithful  account  of  the 
Theological  College  has  already  been  exhibited,  and  is  to  be 
found  in  the  reports  of  the  Board  of  the  Corporation  of  this 
Synod,  and  the  Board  of  Superintendents.  Your  Committee 
therefore  deem  any  further  exhibition  of  the  state  of  the  said; 
institution,  and  history  of  its  concerns  superfluous  and  unne- 
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eessary.  With  a  view  to  bring  those  matters  which  seem 
manifestly  to  require  the  consideration  and  decision  of  the  Sy- 
nod directly  before  them,  they  would  suggest  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolutions,  viz.  : — 

Resolved,  That  it  he,  and  hereby  is  enjoined  on  the  Board 
of  the  Corporation  of  this  Synod,  to  collect  all  moneys  due 
from  persons  who  have  received,  or  may  receive  aid  from  the 
Theological  Funds,  and  who  have  connected,  or  hereafter 
may  connect  themselves  with  other  denominations,  within  the 
;ime  specified  in  the  order  of  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Superinten- 
dents, and  the  Professors,  to  require  of  applicants  for  admis- 
sion into  the  Theological  College,  who  do  not  produce  a  di- 
ploma, testimonials  of  such  literary  attainments  as  would  entitle 
them  to  such  diploma;  also  of  the  piety,  gifts,  and  such  qua- 
lifications as  would  give  reasonable  ground  to  hope  that  they 
are  called  of  God  to  preach  the  Gospel. 

Your  Committee  having  taken  into  consideration  the  peti- 
tion of  Mr.  Abraham  Fort,  which  sets  forth  that  the  petitioner 
has  studied  Theology  two  years,  with  Professor  Frsjeligh  ;  that 
he  labours  under  embarrassing  circumstances,  and  therefore 
asks  permission  of  this  Synod  to  be  admitted  to  examination 
for  licensure  ;  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  he  ought 
^o  attend  the  Theological  Seminary  at  New-Brunswick  for  at 
least  one  session  previous  to  his  examination  for  licensure, 
a^nd  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  the  adoptio  n  of  the 
following  resolution,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  cannot  grant  permission  to  Mr- 
Abraham  Fort  to  be  examined  for  licensure,  until  he  shall  have 
prosecuted  his  theological  studies  at  New-Brunswick  for  at 
least  one  session ;  and  do  accordingly  commend  him  to  the 
care  and  charity  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents. 

Whereas,  the  Consistory  of  the  Church  at  Poughkeepsie 
have,  by  letters  bearing  date ^ ,  recommended  Rich- 
ard D.  Van  Kleeck,  who  desires  to  become  a  Minister  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,  as  a  proper  person  to  partake  of  the  funds  for 
t|ie  indigent ;  and  the  Consistory  of  the  Church  at  English- 
Neighbourhood,  also  by  letters,  recommended  Mr.  Asa  Ben- 
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nett,  desirous  of  becoming  a  Minister,  as  a  suitable  person  to 
derive  benefit  from  the  fund  for  the  indigent  ;  and  the  Con- 
sistory of  the  Church  at  Rochester,  also  by  letters,  recom- 
mended Mr.  Robert  Loomis,  desirous  of  becoming  a  Minister, 
as  a  suitable  person  to  receive  aid  from  the  fund  for  the  indi- 
gent— Therefore,  your  Committee  respectfully  suggest  the 
adoption  of  the  following  Resolutions,  viz. — 

Resolved^  That  Richard  D.  Van  Kleeck,  Asa  Bennett,  and 
Kobert  Loomis,  be,  and  hereby  are  recommended  to  the  Trus- 
tees of  Queens  College,  to  receive  assistance  in  completing 
their  classical  and  theological  studies. 

In  relation  to  the  proposed  alteration  of  the  40th  Explana- 
tory Article,  your  Committee  have  official  information  that 
the  following  Classes  have  agreed  to  the  said  alteration,  viz. — 
From  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York  ;  the  Classis  of  New- 
York  ;  Classis  of  Long  Island  ;  from  the  Particular  Synod  of 
Albany  ;  the  Classis  of  Albany  ;  and  the  Classis  of  Rensse- 
laer. As  to  the  remaining  Classes,  your  Committee  have  re- 
ceived information  from  their  Ministers,  on  the  floor  of  Synod, 
that  they  have  also  agreed  to  the  said  alteration,  viz.  from  the 
Classis  of  New-Brunswick  ;  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia  ;  the 
Classis  of  Paramus  ;  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie,  The  Classes 
of  Ulster  and  Bergen  have  objected,  as  your  Committee  have 
learned  from  Ministers  on  the  floor.  From  the  Classis  of 
Montgomery,  your  Committee  have  received  no  information. 
The  result  is,  that  out  of  the  twelve  Classes  belonging  to  this 
Synod,  eight  Classes  have  agreed  to  the  proposed  alteration. 
Your  Committee  therefore  suggest  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution  :  Whereas,  a  majority  of  the  Classes  have 
agreed  to  the  proposed  alteration — Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  40th  Explanatory  Article  be  so  altered 
as  to  make  it  obligatory  upon  all  Students  in  Theology,  after 
they  shall  have  completed  their  course  of  Study,  to  return  to 
their  respective  Classes  for  examination  and  licensure,  unless 
liberty  be  obtained  from  the  Classis  to  which  they  belong,  to 
be  examined  and  licensed  in  some  other  Classis. 

The  Committee  further  report,  that  ihere  are  twQ  vacancies 
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ill  Ihe  Board  of  Superintendents,  and  would  recommend  it  to 
General  Synod  to  fill  said  vacancies  bei'ore  the  Synod  adjourn, 

!:;OLOMON  FR/ELIGH,  Chairman. 

P.  J.  VAN  PELT,  Clerk  of  Committee. 

Tlie  Synod  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  niembers  of 
the  Board  of  Supcrintendewts  of  the  Theological  College, 
when  Rev.  Jaincs  V.  C.  Romeyn,  and  Peter  Labagh,  M'ere 
elected, 

ARTICLE  XVL 

Students  in  Theology. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVn. 

.  Church  Visitation. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XVIII. 

Prevailing  Sins. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

Missions, 

The  Rev.  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler,  agreeably  to  appointment, 
preached  the  Annual  Missionary  Sermon  before  the  Synod, 
from  Isa.  49.  6.  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  day  of  the  session  ; 
when  a  collection  was  taken  up  for  Missionary  purposes. 

The  Rev.  John  Knox  was  appointed  to  preach  the  Annual 
Missionary  Sermon  at  the  next  stated  meeting  of  Synod,  and 
the  Rev.  Jesse  Fonda  was  appointed  his  secundus. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported,  and  their  report  wa*; 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Rev.  General  Si/nod. 
The  Conimittee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  report, 
That  they  have  attended  to  the  object  of  their  appointnnent, 
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and  regret  td  find,  that  very  little  Missionary  labour  has  beeri 
performed  under  your  auspices  the  past  year.  In  this  day, 
when  Christians  in  every  part  of  the  world  are  awake  to  the 
interests  of  the  Church  of  God,  when  efforts  so  uncommon  and 
successful  are  making  to  enlarge  the  Redeemer's  kingdom, 
we  feel  that  we  are  too  much  behind  our  brethren  in  this 
good  work,  and  that  the  c.ause  of  Zion  is  not  prospered  as  it 
would  be,  were  we  more  stirred  up  to  duty. 

Your  Committee  do  not  attach  any  blame  to  the  standing 
Committee  of  Missions,  for  they  were  not  furnished  with  the 
means  necessary  to  carry  on  Missionary  operations  to  any 
considerable  extent  beyond  the  little  they  have  done.  But 
all  of  us  are  called  to  be  more  awake  to  our  duty  as  fellow- 
workers  with  Him  who  is  King  in  Zion,  and  who  is  preparing 
for  his  universal  reign. 

In  order  to  carry  on  the  most  effective  operations  in  Mis- 
sions, your  Standing  Committee  needs  in  the  first  place,  the 
requisite  pecuniary  means.  They  ought  also  to  possess  con- 
stantly the  niost  accurate  information  respecting  the  various 
Missionary  fields  which  demand  their  attention,  and  the  con- 
current prayers  and  exertions  of  all  their  brethren.  We 
have  indeed,  great  occasion  to  pray  for  enlargement  of  spirit 
that  we  may  be  more  fitted  for  the  commission  of  our  Divine 
Master,  saying,  '•  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gos- 
pel to  every  creature.^^ 

To  furnish  the  Standing  Committee  with  the  means  neces- 
sary to  a  system  of  well  concerted  and  successful  operations, 
we  would  recommend  that  the  plan  and  resolutions  digested 
and  recommended  by  them  in  their  report,  be  adopted,  as 
follows : 

1.  That  all  the  Classes  within  our  bounds,  be  constituted 
Auxiliaries  to  General  Synod  in  the  cause  of  domestic  Mis- 
sions, and  as  such,  furnish  the  Standing  Committee  with  all 
the  information  in  their  power  respecting  the  fields  requiring 
Missionary  labour  and  the  particular  circumstances  of  the 
same. 

2.  That  they  be  directed  at  the  first  meeting  of  every 
Classis  after  the  rising  of  General  Synod,  to  take  snch  prompt 
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and  effectual  measures  to  promote  Missionary  efforts,  as  they 
diall  judge  best. 

3.  That  they  be  directed  to  request  their  Ministers  and 
Consistories,  to  call  the  people  over  whom  they  preside,  with 
renewed  zeal,  to  the  great  duty  of  evangelizing  the  world  ; 
and  especially,  of  supplying  the  famishing  inhabitants  of  our 
frontier  settlements  with  the  Bread  of  Life. 

4.  That  they  be  enjoined,  as  soon  as  possible  after  they 
shall  have  collected  Missionary  funds  by  contributions,  public 
or  private,  or  by  any  other  means  they  may  have  devised,  to 
pay  the  same  to  the  Questors  of  Classes,  and  that  it  be  by 
them  transmitted  to  Mr.  John  I.  Westervelt  of  New-York, 
Treasurer  of  the  Committee  of  Missions. 

5.  That  the  Classes  be  directed  to  report  to  the  Standing 
Committee  of  Missions  annually,  all  their  Missionary  pro- 
ceedings ;  the  sums  contributed  for  Missions  by  their  congre- 
gations severally,  and  the  congregations  which  do  not  contri- 
bute for  this  purpose;  also  that  they  report  sufficiently  season- 
able to  enable  the  Standing  Committee  to  present  to  the 
General  Synod,  a  complete  view  of  all  our  Missionary  trans- 
actions for  the  last  year. 

6.  That  the  Committee  of  Missions  be  directed  to  report 
to  General  Synod,  the  sums  annually  received  from  eacli 
congregation,  and  that  the  same  be  published  in  the  Minutes 
of  General  Synod,  for  the  information  of  the  Churches. 

7.  That  a  Special  Committee  be  appointed,  to  draft  a  pas- 
toral letter  to  the  Churches  under  the  care  of  this  Synod,  to 
awaken  their  zeal  in  the  Missionary  cause. 

8..  That  the  Trustees  of  General  Synod,  be  directed  to 
refund  the  sum  taken  by  General  Synod  on  loan  from  the 
Committee  of  Missions. 

9.  That  the  choice  of  Missionary  stations  be  henceforth 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Committee  of  Missions. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  Committee. 
ANDREW  YATES,  Chairman. 

■Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Phihp  Milledoler,  Isaac  La- 
fcagh.  Christian  Bork,  and  John  Cornehson  ;  and  the  Elders^ 
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Messrs.  Richard  Durjee,  John  I.  Westervelt,  Timothy  Hut- 
ton,  and  Dr.  Peter  Wilson,  be  the  Standing  Committee  of 
Missions. 

ARTICLE  XX. 

Widoxo's    Fund, 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXL 

Particularia, 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXII. 

Pastoral  Letter, 

The  Rev.  Cornehus  C.  Cujler,  David  S.  Bogart,  and  the 
Elder,  Mr.  A.  G.  Stor,  were  appointed  a  Special  Committee, 
to  draft  a  Pastoral  Letter  to  the  Churches,  under  the  care  of 
this  Synod,  to  awaken  their  zeal  in  the  Missionary  cause. 

The  above-named  Committee  reported  the  following  Pas- 
toral Letter,  which  m  as  adopted  : 

Brethren,  beloved  in  the  Lord, 

Glorious  promises  are  on  record  for  the  prosperity 
and  glory  of  Zion.  All  her  concerns  are  dear  to  her  God. 
He  will  cause  her  to  be  built  up,  and  make  her  children  to 
flourish  like  the  palm  tree.  The  Lord  has  already  done  great 
things.  Where  Churches  have  been  planted,  he  has  blessed 
his  word  and  ordinances  to  the  conviction  and  conversion  of 
sinners,  and  the  strengthening  and  comforting  of  his  people. 
He  has  thus  lengthened  the  cords  and  strengthened  the  stakes 
of  his  heritage.  He  has  done  more — He  has,  within  a  few 
years,  commissioned  and  sent  forth  to  the  perishing,  many 
faithful  and  devoted  servants.  He  has  planted  his  standard 
in  China,  in  India,  in  different  parts  of  Africa,  in  the  wilds  of 
America,  and  in  the  islands  of  the  sea.     He  has  stirred  up  his 
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people  to  labour  and  pray  for  the  advent  of  that  day  when  one 
shall  say  no  more  to  another  ;  know  the  Lord  but  when  all  shall 
know  him,  from  the  greatest  even  unto  the  least.  These  glo- 
rious objects  are  to  be  effected  by  the  agency  of  the  Church 
and  people  of  God,  under  the  sanctifying  influences  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  This  is  beginning  to  be  felt  with  uncommon 
weight  by  them.  The  different  sections  of  the  Church  of 
God  in  this  country  have  claimed  a  share  in  this  work.  Six 
establishments  for  evangelizing  the  world  already  exist  among 
us  : — "  The  American  Board  of  Foreign  Missions" — "  The 
United  Foreign  Missionary  Society'' — "  The  Baptist  Board" 
— The  Moravian,  and  the  Methodists — -and  last,  though  by 
no  means  least,  the  "  American  Bible  Society."  These  are 
intended  to  send  the  bread  of  life  to  the  perishing,  and  to 
cause  the  healing  waters  of  the  sanctuary  to  flow  to  all  peo- 
ple. One  of  these,  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  constitutes 
a  part.  We  have  connected  ourselves  as  a  denomination 
with  "  The  United  Foreign  Missionary  Society." 

All  the  denominations  in  our  country  are  also  engaged  in 
extending  their  bounds  in  this  favoured  land,  by  the  truly 
Christian  work  of  bearing  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ 
to  the  destitute.  In  this  work  our  Church  has  also  borne  a 
part :  some  of  our  Ministers  have  laboured  individually  in  this 
field,  and  the  Church  has  from  time  to  time  sent  forth  others. 
Much  still  remains  to  be  done.  Many  districts  of  our  coun- 
try, more  or  less  extensive,  are  yet  in  a  destitute  state,  not 
only  on  our  frontiers,  but  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  popu- 
lous districts,  and  in  the  near  neighbourhood,  where  Churches 
have  been  long  established.  These  things  ought  to  be  so  no 
longer.  It  is  high  time  to  awake.  Our  duty  to  God  and  to 
our  fellow  creatures  requires  that  we  should  lay  these  things 
to  heart,  and  feel  and  do  more  for  the  perishing.  Oar  cir- 
cumstances, as  a  Church,  require  that  we  should  thus  labour 
to  eitend  and  strengthen  ourselves,  and  spread  pure  and 
undefiled  religion.  The  opportunity  will  not  long  be  afforded 
us  at  home.  The  ground  will  soon  be  occupied  by  others, 
and  we  shall  be  left  to  unavailing  self-upbraidings  and 
regrets.     Better  things  however  are  hoped.     The  Lord  has 
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richly  watered  us,  and  we,  it  is  hoped,  will  soon  water  others. 
Much  may  be  done  by  the  faithful  and  liberal  use  of  the 
means  with  which  the  Lord  has  blessed  us.  Let  not  the  ap- 
peal be  made  in  vain. 

Your  fathers  and  brethren,  in  General  Synod  assembled, 
have  had  the  subject  under  serious  and  prayerful  considera- 
tion. They  have  adopted  a  plan  which  will  be  sent  to  you  ; 
and  for  the  execution  of  which  your  prayers  and  exertions 
are  specially  and  earnestly  solicited.  Consider  the  subject 
attentively  and  prayerfully,  and  act  accordingly.  Remember 
what  Jesus  has  done  for  you.  Remember  also  the  worth  of 
immortal  souls ;  and  have  compassion  on  them  that  are  ready 
to  die  ;  and  remember  that  they  must  die  soon,  unless  they 
are  rescued.  Count  it  an  honour  to  be  fellow-workers 
with  God,  and  be  instant  in  season  and  out  of  season,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye  know 
that  your  labour  will  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  And  now, 
may  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  multiply  unto  you  grace, 
mercy,  and  peace.     Amen. 

ARTICLE  XXIIL 

Synodkal  Archives. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 

Resumption  and  Close, 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  publish  750  copies  of  the 
Minutes  of  this  Synod,  duly  authenticated  ;  and  that  he  dis- 
tribute among  the  Classes  the  number  of  copies  directed  by 
them. 
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ARTICLE  XXV. 

Adjournment, 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  will  hold  an  adjourned  meeting 
on  the  18th  of  October  next,  at  the  city  of  Albany,  then  and 
there  to  take  decisive  steps  in  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Conrad 
Ten  Eyck,  and  the  Classis  of  Montgomery ;  and  to  do  what- 
ever may  be  deemed  necessary  to  suppress  error,  and  ad- 
vance the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness  within  the  bounds 
of  that  Classis. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  enjoined  upon  the  Classis  of  Montgo- 
mery, to  prosecute  their  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Par- 
ticular Synod  of  Albany,  at  the  adjourned  meeting  of  this 
Synod,  to  be  held  on  the  18th  of  October  next,  and  that  the 
Stated  Clerk  of  General  Synod  give  notice  of  this  injunction 
to  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  without 
delay. 

Synod  adjourned. 

JAMES  S.  CANNON,  President, 
CORNELIUS  C.  CUYLER,  Adsessor, 
SAMUEL  A.  VAN  VRANKEN,  ^  Clerks, 
JOHN  GOSMAN,  \pro  tempore. 

Official  copy  from  the  original  Minutes, 

JOHN  KNOX,  Stated  Chrk. 
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ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in 
JVorth  Jlmericay  convened  in  the  City  of  Albany f  on  Wed" 
nesdayf  the  eighteenth  day  of  Octohevf  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty.  The  Ses- 
sion continued  from  the  eigthteenth  day  of  October  to  the 
twenty-Jtfthf  inclusive. 


FORMATION  OF  SYNOD. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Opening  of  Synod. 

The  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  President,  the  Re? 
Dr.  James  S.  Cannon. 

ARTICLE  IL 

Members  present. 

FROM  THE  PARTICULAR  SYNOD  OF  NEW-YORK. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  JVeiv-Fork. 

Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Milledoler,    Cornelius  C.  Vermeule,   and  Pas- 
chal N.  Strong. 

Elder,  Mr.  Abraham  Child. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 
Rev.  John  Cornelison,  and  Cornelius  T.  Demarest. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  tf^ew-Briinsivick. 
Rev.  Dr.  James  S.  Cannon. 
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4.  From  the  Classis  of  Paramus. 
Rev.  Dr.  Solomon  Frseligh,  and  Wilhelmus  Eltinge. 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Long-Island. 

Rev.  Jacob  S«hooBmaker,   Peter  I.  Van  Pelt,   and  Dr.  John 

Basselt. 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  Peter  Labagh,  and  Brogun  Hoff". 

TROM  THE  PARTICUIAR  SYNOD  OF  ALBANY. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Poughkcepsie. 

Rev.  Cornelius  C.  Cuylerj  Cornelius  D.  Westbrook,  and  John 
Gosman. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Mhany. 

Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford,  Jacob  Van  Vechteu,  and  John 
Dewitt.* 

Elders,  Messrs.  James  V.  S.  Riley,  John  I.  Ostrander,t  and 
Abraham  Van  Dyke. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster. 

Rev.  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  and  John  H.  Carle.;!: 
Elders,  Messrs.  James  01iver,|  and  Joel  Dubois. § 

■i.  From  the  Classis  of  Rensselear.  ' 

Rev.  Jacob  Sickles. 

Elders,  Messrs.  Henry  Van  Dyke,  Evert  Van  Alen,  and  Abra- 
ham L.  Fonda. 5 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Montgomery. 

Rev.  John  P.  Spinner, ||  Abraham  Van  Home,  and  David  Devoe. 
Elders,  Messrs.  Gloudy  Van  Deusen,  and  Peter  Loucks.^ 

*  Rev.  Dr.  Yates,  the  primarious,  took  his  seat  on  the  fourth  day  of  tlie  Session,  and 
occupied  it  for  a  part  of  one  day. 

t  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  Session,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Christian  Miller,  his  secundus. 

X  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  Session. 

5  Took  their  seats  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  Session. 

II  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  Sesgion,  and  was  succeeded  by 
the  Rev.  Sylvanus  Palmer,  his  secundus. 
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6.  From  the  Classis  of  Washington. 

Rev.  Ralph  A.  Westervelt,  Stephen  Ostrander,  and  Philip  Duryee. 
Elders,  Messrs.  Moses  Cowan,  Frederic  G.  Berringer,  and  John 
Van  Vechten.* 

*  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  Session. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

Moderators. 

Rev.  Dr.  James  S.  Cannon,  President. 
Rev.  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler,  Adsessor. 
Rev.  John  Gosman,  Clerk  pro.  tem. 


ACTS  OF  SYNOD. 


ARTICLE  III. 

Communications. 

A  Gommunication  was  received  from  the  Consistory  of  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church  of  Montgomery,  recommending  Mr.  Jacob 
C.  Sears,  who  is  desirous  of  prosecuting  the  study  of  Tlieology,  as 
a  suitable  person  to  receive  aid  from  the  fund  for  the  indigent ; 
which  communication  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Superintendants> 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Board  of  Corporation. 
The  Board  of  Corporation  made  the  following  report,  which  was 
referred  to  a   Special  Committee,   consisting  of  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
Dewitt,  Westbrook,   Duryee,  and  Eltinge ;    and  the  Elders,  Mr, 
Abraham  Van  Dyke  and  Dr.  Oliver: 
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To  the  Getural  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  North 
America,  convened  in  the  City  of  Albany,  October,  1820. 

The  Board  of  the  Corporation  ©f  Synod,  deem  it  their  duty  to 
communicate  some  of  their  transactions  since  their  appointment  in 
June  last,  and  to  apprise  the  Synod  of  the  present  state  of  the  mat- 
ters then  committed  to  their  charge. 

Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Synod,  the 
Corporation  took  measures  to  procure  suitahle  agents  for  obiaiuvg 
subscriptions  to  the  Permanent  Fund.  These  measures,  they  re- 
gret to  state,  have  not  been  as  successful  as  they  could  wish.  Sev- 
eral individuals  that  had  been  selected  as  peculiarly  qualified  to 
act  as  agents  in  the  districts  assigned  them,  have  altogether  de- 
clined engaging  in  this  work ;  and  others  who  had  been  selected 
in  their  places,  have  also  for  various  reasons  declined — So  that 
even  yet  there  are  some  districts  of  the  Church,  for  which  no  agents 
have  been  obtained.  They  are  happy,  however,  to  state,  that 
those  who  have  undertaken  to  procure  subscriptions,  have  general- 
ly manifested  great  promptitude  and  diligence,  and  do  richly  merit 
the  thanks  of  the  Synod.  But,  notwithstanding  all  the  zeal  and 
activity  of  the  agents  that  have  been  appointed,  the  Corporation 
feel  constrained  to  apprise  the  Synod,  that  little  success  has,  as 
yet,  accompanied  the  efforts  of  those  who  have  been  already  em- 
ployed, and  that  from  the  representations  of  others  who  have  par- 
tially commenced,  the  prospects  of  any  great  addition  to  the  funds 
of  Synod  are  by  no  means  flattering. 

The  present  state  of  the  Treasury  is  indeed  embarrassing  and 
discouraging.  Since  the  first  of  June  last,  there  has  been  receiv- 
ed the  sum  of  oniy  %  635,82;  while  the  expenditures  during  this 
period  have  amounted  to  %  1496,91.  There  are  not  at  present, 
funds  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  current  demands  upon  it — not 
even  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  Professors — and  the  salary  of  one  of 
them  has  been  for  some  time  unpaid,  iu  consequence  of  this  de- 
ficiencj^  The  Synod  will  therefore  readily  perceive  the  necessity 
of  their  employing  the  most  prompt  and  efficient  means  to  replen- 
ish their  worse  than  exhausted  Treasury,  and  of  their  urging  on 
the  Churches  the  most  careful  attention  to  the  injunctions  issued 
in  June  last.  In  compliance  with  their  duty,  the  Board  of  the 
Corporation  have  distributed  to  every  Consistory  in  the  bounds  of 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  the  Circulars  which  were  directed  to 
be  sent,  on  the  subject  of  the  collections  to  be  made  throughout  all 
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the  congregations  :  and  they  -would  respectfully  suggest  to  tiie 
Gene>al  Synod,  the  importance  of  awakening  and  securing  the  at- 
tention of  the  Churches,  particularly  to  the  collection  for  the  The- 
ological College,  and  to  the  9th  resolution  of  Synod  on  the  former 
report  of  this  Corporation  in  June,  (Minutes,  p.  50.) 

The  Board  of  the  Corporation  have  endeavoured  faithfully  to 
comply  with  the  instructions  of  the  General  Synod,  in  relation  to 
the  Trustees  of  Queen's  College.  They  met  with  that  Board  on 
the  25th  and  26th  of  September,  at  New-Brunswick,  when  they 
received  from  them  the  following  proposition — viz  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, belonging  to  the  Professoral  Fund,  be  loaned  by  this  Board, 
to  the  Board  of  Corporation  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reform- 
ed Dutch  Church,  on  the  condition,  that  the  Board  of  Corporation, 
execute  to  this  Board  an  instrument  of  writing,  binding  them- 
selves to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  said  Fund,  according  to 
the  agreement  entered  into  between  this  Board  and  the  General 
Synod  in  the  year  1807,  for  the  supportof  a  Theological  Seminary 
in  the  City  of  New-Brunswick,  in  the  State  of  New-Jersey.  And 
in  case  the  Theological  Seminary  be  removed  from  the  City  ol' 
New-Brunswick,  then,  and  in  such  case,  the  said  Board  of  Corpo- 
ration shall  refund  the  principal  so  placed  in  their  hands.  And, 
further,  the  monies  loaned  to  individuals  by  this  Board,  where 
they  are  considered  safe,  and  the  interest  punctually  paid,  shall 
not  be  called  in,  in  less  than  three  years. — And  upon  the  further 
condition,  that  an  amicable  arrangement  can  be  etfected  on  the 
subject  of  the  $2212,  57  they  claim  from  us." 

To  this  proposition  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the  Board  of  tlie 
Corporation  resolved  not  to  comply,  and  that  for  the  following 
reasons : — 

I.  Because  their  proposition  does  not  admit  the  right  of  con- 
trol, claimed  by  the  General  Synod,  and  expressed  in  their 
minutes  of  June,  1820,  p.  48.  In  relation  to  the  monies  and 
other  property  of  the  Professoral  Fund,  and  on  which  this  Board 
•were  expressly  directed  to  insist. 

II.  Because  their  proposition  is  accompanied  with  conditions, 
with  which  this  Board  could  not  comply,  and  ought  not  to  have 
complied.     For, 

1.  This  Board  would  thereby  subject  the  General  Synod  to 
repay  the  whole  monies  loaned  by  the  Trustees,  when  no  provision 
was  made  by  the  Trustees  for  any  losses  on  the  Profeissoral  Fund; 
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although  while  in  the    hands  of  the   Corporation,  it  might  be 
diminished  by  unavoidable  accidents. 

2.  The  Interest  accumulated  on  the  $2212,  57,  as  well  as 
the  principal  itself,  were  to  be  relinquished,  as  will  presently  ap- 
pear.— ^Whereas  that  Interest,  (amounting  to  more  than  $  1500)  so 
accumulated  is  due  to  the  Synod,  as  in  consequence  of  its  not 
being  paid  by  the  Trustees,  the  General  Synod  have  been  obliged 
to  raise  that  amount,  for  the  support  of  their  Professors. 

III.  Because  this  Board  could  not  admit  the  justness  of  the 
reasoning  of  the  Trustees,  in  relation  to  the  $2212,  57.  Concern- 
ing this,  the  B  oard  of  Corporation  received  the  following  statement 
from  the  Trustees, — viz  : 

"  Whereas  the  Board  of  Trustees,  have  expended  the  sum  of 
$8000,  on  Lot  and  College  Building,  since  1813;  and  have  here- 
tofore expended  the  sum  of,  at  least,  $7000,  in  erecting  and  fini^h- 
ing  the  East  Wing  of  the  College  Edifice.  And,  whereas,  they 
have  appropriated  $1800  for  the  purchase  of  a  Library,  which  said 
sums  have  been  supplied  by  the  Literary  Fund  of  Queen's  College. 
And  as  the  said  Edifice  and  Library  have  been,  and  are  occupied 
for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  Theological  Seminary  in  this 
place ;  and  as  the  Funds  in  the  possession  of  the  General  Synod 
are  by  the  occupation  of  the  Building  and  Library,  exonerated 
from  a  portion  of  annual  expenditures,  with  which  they  would 
otherwise  be  charged,  this  Board  consider  the  balance  of  $2212, 
57,  heretofore  charged  to  the  Literary  Fund  paid,  and  overpaid." 

To  this  statement,  the  Corporation  could  not  accede,  because 
the  following  dive  facts,  in  relation  to  this  principal. 

«1.  It  is  a  fact,  that  the  College  Edifice  has  never  been  exclu- 
sively occupied  for  the  Theological  Seminary,  the  Western  Wing 
of  it,  never  having  being  occupied  by  a  Professor  of  Synod,  or 
%)v  the  use  of  Synod. 

2.  It  is  a  fact,  that  the  Synod  in  their  agreement  with  the 
Trustees,  Avere  obligated  to  appropriate  no  more  than  would  have 
been  necessary  to  complete  a  separate  Theological  Hall,  and  the 
$3000  and  $500,  in  lieu  of  interest  thereon,  which  never  has  been 
received  by  the  Synod,  although  declared  to  be  allowed  by  the 
Trustees,  would  have  been  amply  sufficient  for  that  purpose :  and, 
moreover,  the  sum  allowed  by  the  Synod,  was  admitted  by  the 
Trustees  to  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  at  the  time  the  said 
appropriation  was  made. 


OCTOBER,  1820.  ^ 

3.  Whatever  use  the  Synod  may  have  had  of  this  Edifice,  is 
not  worth  the  interest  on  this  appropriation  of  $;i560 :  for  while 
the  Synod  may  be  benefited  by  the  Trustees  for  the  use  of  the 
Eastern  Wing  of  the  College,  to  an  annual  amount  of  $200,  a^id 
for  the  use  of  the  Lii>rary  not  exceeding  $30,  and  for  the  use  of  the 
Recitation  Room  $25,  (equal  to  $273.)  The  Trustees  are  indebted 
to  the  Synod  for  the  interest  on  the  $3560,  to  the  annual  amount 
of  $249,  20;  and  this  sura,  in  a  calculation,  is  to  be  considered  as 
having  been  allowed  some  years  before  any  use  Avas  made  by  the 
Synod  of  the  College  Building. 

Thus  the  Trustees  have  no  claim  for  any  allowance,  as  they  have 
received  from  the  Synod  an  equivalent,  for  any  advanlage  the 
Synod  have  possessed  from  the  use  of  the  Ediiice;  and  as  in  the  offer 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  no  reference  was  made  to  any  such 
equivalent.     And, 

4.  Independent  of  these  facts,  the  proffer  of  the  Edifice  to  the 
Theological  Seminary  was  entirely  graluitous  on  the  part  of  the 
Trustees;  as  in  consequence  of  the  suspension  of  the  Literary 
Institution,  the  College  Edifice  was  ahnost,  if  not  altogether,  use- 
less: and,  consequently,  the  Trustees  have  no  claim  for  any 
allowance  from  the  Synod  for  its  use. 

For  these  reasons,  the  Board  of  the  Corporation  did  not  accede 
to  the  proposition  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Having  resolved  not  to  accept  their  i)roposal,  the  Corporation 
had  another  conference  with  that  Board,  and  communicated  their 
resolution  not  to  accept  their  proposal,  with  the  reasons  therefor. 
After  which,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  Synod,  contained  in 
their  minutes  of  June,  1820,  p.  48.  This  Corporation  made  sucii 
further  efforts,  as  they  thought  calculated  to  induce  the  Trustees 
to  admit  the  correctness  of  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Corpo- 
ration in  their  last  Report,  as  to  the  right  of  Synod  in  relation  to 
tlie  monies,  and  other  property  of  the  Professoral  Fund.  But  this 
right,  they  utterly  refused  to  admit.  Whereupon,  in  pursuance  of 
their  instructions,  this  Corporation  proposed  to  the  Trustees  to 
submit  the  matters  in  collision,  to  the  Chancellors  of  the  States  of 
New- York  and  New-Jerey,  as  arbitrators; — when  the  following 
Resolution  was  passed  by  the  Trustees,  viz : — 

"  Whereas  the  Board  of  the  Corporation  have  refused  to  accede 
to  the  conditions  contained  in  the  Resolution  of  the  Board,  offer- 
ing to  place  the  Professoral  Fund  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of 

Corporation,  passed  Sept.  23,  1820. 

o 
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Therefore,  Resolved,  That  this  Board,  decline  any  further  nego- 
tiation with  the  Board  of  Corporation,  until  the  opinion  of  the 
General  Synod  be  e.^ipressed  in  the  said  Resolution." 

Whereupon  the  conference  with  the  Trustees  was  closed. 

The  Corporation  would  conclude  this  communication,  by  stat- 
ing, that  if  the  General  Synod  agree  with  them  in  their  views 
respecting  the  proposition  of  the  Trustees,  this  Board,  unless  other- 
wise directed,  will  feel  authorized  and  bound  to  proceed  to  execute 
the  remnining  instructions  of  Synod,  as  to  the  settlement  of  the 
matters  in  collision. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Corporation. 

PASCHAL  N.  STRONG,  Secretary, 
New-York,  lUh  October,  1820. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  the  preceding  communication  was  re- 
ferred, brought  in  a  Report,  which  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Corporation  of 
General  Synod,  and  the  communication  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Queens  College,  beg  leave  to  report,  that 
they  have  not  been  able  to  discover  in  the  documents  before  them, 
any  substantial  reason  to  induce  this  General  Synod,  to  recede 
from  their  instructions  given  in  June  last,  to  their  Board  of 
Corporation. 

JOHN  DE  WITT,  Chairman. 

The  preceding  report,  and  the  documents  upon  which  it  is 
founded,  were  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Cuyler,  Van  Vechten,  and  Gosman,  and  the  Elders,  Messrs. 
Dubois  and  Binninger. 

The  Committee  reported,  and  their  report  Avas  adopted,  and  is 
as  follows : — 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communications  from 
the  Board  of  Corporation,  and  the  Trustees  of  Queens  College, 
report : — 

That  they  consider  the  subjects  committed  to  them  as  being 
of  great  importance  to  the  Theological  Schools,  and  therefore  to 
the  whole  Church.  The  support  of  the  Theological  School  has 
become  very  dear  to  our  Zion,  and  her  future  welfare  is  intimately 
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connected  with  the  prosperity  of  our  School  of  the  Prophets.  We 
are  officially  informed,  that  our  present  means  for  supporting  it  are 
inadequate,  and  are  in  danger  of  becoming  more  so.  Your  Com- 
mittee do  not  believe  that  the  Church  are  yet  willing  to  abandon 
this  Institution,  and  hazard  interests  of  so  much  importance 
as  its  continuance  and  prosi)erity.  We  hope  it  will  long  be  a 
fountain  from  which  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  will  cause 
streams  to  flow,  which  will  fertilize  the  whole  land.  The  Church, 
however,  ought  to  be  informed,  that  such  results  cannot  be 
expected  without  strong  efforts  and  general  exertions,  if  these 
are  not  made  immediatelj',  we  fear  that  the  most  unhappy  conse- 
quences will  result — consequences  which  we  tremble  to  anticipate. 
The  School  must  be  abandoned.  Our  Churches  should  distinctly 
understand  this,  and  be  powerfully  called  to  the  helrj  of  the  Lord 
in  this  work. 

Your  Committee  also  observe  with  pain,  that  differences  of 
opinion  exist  between  your  Board  of  Corporation,  and  the  Trus^ 
tees  of  Queens  College.  The  Board  of  Corporation  have  laboured 
to  adjust  with  the  Trustees  claims  which  we  hold  against  them, 
pursuant  to  directions  given  by  General  Synod  at  its  meeting  in 
June  last,  in  which  they  have  not  been  successful.  The  prose- 
cution of  (his  object  has  given  rise  to  measures  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  which  your  Committee  consider  as  jeopardizing 
the  validity  of  the  contract  entered  into  in  1S07,  between  General 
Synod  and  the  said  Trustees.  Both  the  acting  ])arties,  however, 
appear  to  desire  the  interference  of  this  body.  This  body,  there- 
fore, ought  to  act  immediately  and  efficiently  in  the  premises,  to 
prevent  any  evil  consequences  which  may  result  from  collision. 
With  this  view  they  have  ordered  their  Chairman  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing Resolutions,  for  the  consideration  of  Synod.  All  which  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

COR.  C.  CUYLER,  Chairman. 

1.  Resolved,  That  every  Minister  belonging  to  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church,  notify  his  people  from  the  pulpit,  on  the  Sabbath  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  collections  for  the  Theological  Seminary,  that 
unless  immediate  and  efficient  aid  be  furnished  by  the  Churches, 
we  shall  soon  be  obliged  to  abandon  our  Titeological  School, 
and  press  upon  them  the  importance  of  attending  to  the  subject. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  hope  and  l)elieve  that  the  piety  and  zeal 
of  our  Church  will  not  suffer  so  im[)ortant  an  object  to  Ije  aban- 
doned, while  they  have  it  abundantly  in  their  power  to  prevent  it. 
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3.  Whereas,  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Queens  College,  at  a 
meeting;  held  on  the  26th  of  September  last,  did  direct  their 
Treasurer  to  charge  the  sum  of  $2212,  57,  with  the  interest  there- 
on, to  the  Professoral  Fund,  and  to  discharge  the  Literary  Fund 
therefrom.     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  disapprove  of  the  said  act  of  the 
Trustees  of  Queens  College,  and  hold  the  Trustees  responsible 
for  this  principal  and  the  interest  thereon. 

4.  Risolvtd,  That  the  Board  of  Corporation  be  empowered,  in 
their  discretion,  to  receive,  on  liberal  terms,  from  the  Trustees, 
books  or  other  property  in  payment  of  the  above  debt. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Corporation,  be  authorized  to 
receive  and  hold  from  the  Trustees  of  Queens  College,  the  Funds 
belonging  to  the  Professoral  Fund,  upon  such  terms  as  are  con- 
sistent with  the  rights  of  Synod. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Corporation  be  instructed  to 
renew,  if  they  think  it  necessary,  their  overtures  to  the  Trustee* 
of  Queens  College,  and  to  prosecute,  at  their  <liscretion,  such 
further  measures  as  may  be  contained  in  their  former  instructions. 

Which  Resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  following  Resolution  was  also  submitted. 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Corporation  be  requested  to  ex- 
plsin  to  General  Synod,  the  causes  of  the  present  deficiency  in 
the  state  of  our  Funds,  so  different  from  the  statement  to  General 
Synod,  by  the  Committee  of  Digest,  in  1818  " 

The  consideration  of  the  above  Resolution,  was  indefinitely 
postponed. 

The  door-keeper's  bill,  and  a  bill  of  expense  incurred  by  sending 
expresses  for  Elders,  together  amounting  to  $22,  55,  were  ordere<i 
to  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  Synod. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Correspondence. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  Synod  to  confer  with  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  on  the  subject  of  an  union 
of  the  two  Churches,  made  the  following  report,  which  was  referred 
to  a  Special  Committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Gosmau, 
Sickles,  and  Labagh ;  and  the  Elders,  Mr.  Covvau,  and  Dr.  Van 
Dyke. 
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The  Commissioners,  appointed  by  the  Associate  Reformed 
Church,  and  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  to  confer  on  the  subject 
of  an  union  between  the  two  Churches,  met  in  the  City  of  New- 
York,  on  Tuesday  the  20th  June,  1820,  and  having  maturely  con- 
sidered the  matter  submitted  to  them,  are  of  opinion,  that  an  union 
may  be  safely  and  profitably  efifected  upon  the  following  general 
principles : 

1.  The  two  Churches  to  be  united  under  the  style  and  title  of 
"  the  Reformed  Protestant  Church  in  North  America." 

2.  The  Confessions  of  Faith  and  Catechisms  are  acknowledged 
to  be  equally  pure,  and  may  either  of  them  be  used  by  Churches  or 
individuals,  at  option. 

3.  The  government  of  the  Church  shall  be  administered  by 
Consistories,  Classes,  and  Synods. 

4.  The  worship  of  the  Church  shall  be  conducted  in  the  order 
heretofore  in  use  in  either  of  the  Churches,  at  the  option  of  the 
congregation. 

5.  The  old  version  of  the  Psalms,  commonly  called  the  Scots 
Version,  or  the  Psalms  and  Hymns  authorised  in  the  Dutch  Church, 
shall  be  used  according  to  the  preference  of  each  particular  con- 
gregation. 

6.  The  usages  and  customs  of  the  Churches  shall  be  left  free,, 
and  not  be  meddled  with  in  any  thing  which  does  not  clash  with 
general  edification. 

7.  The  Theological  Seminaries  of  the  two  Churches  ought  to 
be  consolidated. 

8.  A  Committee  from  each  General  Synod  shall  be  appointed  to 
prepare  from  the  different  books  of  government  and  discipline  of 
the  two  Churches,  a  system  for  their  common  regulation;  care 
being  taken  to  admit  as  few  alterations  as  may  be  compatible  with 
their  actual  circumstances. 

J.  M.  BRADFORD,  JOHN  M.  MASON, 

PASCHAL  N.  STRONG,  ROBERT  B.  E.  M'LEOD, 

J.  H.  LIVINGSTON,  PETER  M'CARTEE, 

HENRY  RUTGERS,  SILAS  E.  WEIR, 
CORNELIUS  HEYER. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  the  preceding  document'was  referred, 
reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 
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The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  proposals  of  a  uuiou 
between  the  Associate  Reformed  Church  and  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church,  as  adopted  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  re- 
spective Synods,  beg  leave  to  report, 

That  they  have  considered  the  subject  referred  to  them,  and 
view  it  as  a  measure  intimately  connected  with  the  peace  and  fu- 
ture prosperity  of  the  Church.  Whatever  has  a  tendency  to  unite 
the  efforts  of  the  Church  of  God,  glorifies  the  Redeemer,  and  is 
therefore  an  object  of  great  importance. 

As  to  the  advantages  which  may  result  from  the  proposed  union, 
from  the  consideration  that  there  is  a  cordial  agreement  in  the  doc- 
trines of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  a  disposition  has  been  evinced 
to  yield  minor  differences,  and  that  by  combining  the  resources  of 
the  two  denominations,  additional  means  might  be  furnished  for 
the  extension  of  our  boundary,  and  thus  a  weight  given  us  in  the 
christian  Church,  which,  in  a  detached  state,  we  do  not  possess; 
however  important  in  a  decision  on  the  terms  of  union  ,•  your  Com- 
mittee do  not  deem  it  proper  to  express  any  opinion :  viewing  it 
as  a  matter  of  deep  interest  to  the  Churches,  they  submit  to  Synod 
the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  terms  of  union  as  agreed  upon  between  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  and  the  Associate 
Reformed  Church,  be  transmitted  to  the  Classes  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  this  Synod,  for  their  consideration  and  approbation,  and 
that  they  report  to  the  next  ordinary  meeting  of  the  General  Synod. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  GOSMAN,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  appointed  in  June  last,  on  the  subject  of  a  com- 
plaint made  by  certain  members  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church 
of  Blooraingburgh,  against  the  conduct  of  the  Classis  of  Ulster,  in 
organizing  a  Dutch  Church  within  their  bounds,  made  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  accepted  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  certain  papers,  transmit- 
ted by  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Associate 
Reformed  Church,  to  this  Synod,  containing  a  complaint  against 
the  Classis  of  Ulster,  for  organizing  a  Church  within  the  bounds  of 
a  congregation  at  Bloomingburgh  belonging  to  the  Associate  Re- 
formed Synod,  and  certain  documents  laid  on  the  table  of  Synod 
by  the  Classis  of  Ulster,  beg  leave  to  report, 
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That  on  examining  the  documents  put  in  their  hands,  they  have 
founfl  nothing;  in  the  conduct  of  the  Classis  of  Ulster  which  furnish- 
es a  reasonulile  ground  of  comj»lainl  against  them,  inasmuch  as  the 
persons  forming  the  congregation  which  has  been  organized  by  the 
said  Claisii^  never  considered  themselves  as  permanently  connected 
■with  the  Associate  Reformed  Church. 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  : 

Resoiicd,  I'nat  this  Synod  do  not  see  that  tlie  Associate  Re«- 
fornieii  Churcn  of  Bloommgburgh  have  been  aggrieved  by  the  con- 
duct of  the  CJas^is  of  Ulster,  of  which  they  complain,  and  therefore 
can  do  nothing  in  the  premises. 

Resolved  further.  That  the  Stated  Clerk  of  this  Synod  transmit 
to  the  Cle;k  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed 
Church,  a  copy  of  the  above  report. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  SICKLES,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  report  be  recommitted  to  the  same 
Committee,  with  a  view  that  they  insert  in  their  report  a  full  state- 
ment of  the  im:)ortanl  facts  on  which  the  Synod  are  to  found  their 
decision,  and  that  the  committee  report  to  Synod  at  its  next  stated 
meeting. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

Synodical  Reports  on  the  State  of  the  Churches. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  VIL 

Synodical  Appeals, 

The  following  appeal  from  the  decision,  of  the  Particular  Synod 
of  Albany,  contirming  the  sus[)ension  of  Messrs.  Jones  and  Am-- 
erraan,  by  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  was  received. 

The  undersigned  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Particular 
Synod  of  Albany,  confirming  the  act  of  the  Classis  of  Montgomery, 
from  which  they  had  appealed,  suspending  them  from  the  exercise 
of  their  ministerial  functions,  to  the  General  Synod,  at  their  ad- 
journed meeting,  in  Albany,  oh  the  18th  inst.  for  the  following 
reason : — 
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The  Aet  of  the  Synod  is  grounded  on  the  report  of  a  committee, 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  undersigned,  purporting  that  they 
"  persist  in  the  opinion  that  their  insubordination  to  the  Classis 
is  justifiable."  Though  they  consider  themselves  bound  to  the 
observance  of  order,  as  warranted  by  the  word  of  God,  they  do 
believe  that  that  course  of  conduct  which  is  censured  under  the 
name  of  insubordination,  is  justifiable,  for  reasons  already  submitted 
to  the  Particular  Synod,  viz. — that  the  standing  of  those  acting  as 
the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  has  been  so  impaired  by  their  open 
avowal  of  heresy,  with  which  the  undersigned  do  consider  that  the 
Particular  Synod,  has  virtually  charged  them,  that  they,  the  under- 
signed, could  not  meet  them,  while  they  had  no  such  constitutional 
control,  as  would  enable  them  in  meeting  with  them  to  discharge 
their  duty  towards  them  in  the  way  of  discipline. 

NIC H.  JONES, 
ALBERT  AMERMAN. 

Rev.  Messrs.  Bronk  and  Fonda,  and  the  Elders,  IMessrs.  Riley 
and  De  Ridder,  appeared  to  defend  the  decision  of  the  Particular 
Synod  of  Albany. 

Messrs.  Jones  and  Amerman,  having  declared  themselves  ready 
to  prosecute  their  appeal : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  said 
appeal. 

The  Synod  then  heard  Messrs.  Jones  and  Amerman,  in  favour 
of  the  appeal — 

They  also  heard  the  Commissioners  of  the  Particular  Synod  of 
Albany,  in  favour  of  the  decision  of  said  Synod. 

Synod  then  Resolved,  That  the  Representatives  from  the  Classis 
of  Montgomery,  and  such  Members  of  this  Synod  from  the  Parti- 
cular Synod  of  Albany,  as  have  already  voted  upon  the  case  of 
the  Rev.  Messrs.  Jones  and  Amerman,  be,  and  hereby  are  excluded 
from  voting  on  it  now. 

The  following  Resolution  was  then  adopted:  viz: — 

R' solved.  That  the  decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany, 
in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Jones  and  Amerman,  in  the  matter  of  their 
appeal,  from  the  decision  of  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  is  affirmed. 

Synod  also  adopted  the  following  : 

Whereas,  The  suspension  of  Messrs.  Jones  and  Amerman  is 
founded  by  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  on  their  denial  of  the 
authority  of  said  Classis,  and  on  their  withdrawment  from  ite 
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'Ecclesiastical  jurisdiction ;  and  that  sentence  has  been  confirmed 
on  those  grounds,  by  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  and  by  this 
General  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  these  Brethren,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed 
to  return  to  said  Classis,  to  acknowledge  the  irregularity  of  their 
conduct  in  the  points  aforesaid,  and  return  to  their  duty,  and  the 
good  order  of  our  Churches. 

Resolved  also.  That  on  their  compliance  with  this  direction, 
said  Classis  be,  and  they  hereby  are  enjoined,  to  restore  said 
Brethren  to  their  former  good  standing  among  them. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

Sijnodical  References. 

The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Particular  Synod  of 
Albany,  at  their  meeting  of  October,  instant,  haviug  heen  laid 
upon  the  table  of  Synod,  were  referred  to  a  special  Committee, 
consisting  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Cuyler,  Westervelt,  and  Ostrander, 
who  presented  the  following  report: — ■ 

The  Committee,  on  the  minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of 
Albany,  report, 

That  they  find  on  the  minutes  of  said  Synod,  the  followMug 
particulars,  which  they  deem  necessary  to  be  attended  to  by  Gen- 
eral Sjnod  at  its  present  session. 
1.  The  case  of  the  Rev.  C.  Ten  Eick,  in  the  following  words,  viz: 
"  That  in  conformity  with  an  injunction  of  the  Particular  Sy- 
noil,  making  it  the  duly  of  the  Classis  of  Moiiigomery,  to  labour 
with  the  Rev.  Conrad  Ten  Eick,  and  endeavour  to  convince  him 
of  his  errors.  He  has  been  written  unto  by  some  of  the  Ministers 
of  said  Classis,  to  w  hich  he  returned  an  answer  in  the  following 
Avords:  '  It  is  the  wish  of  my  IViends  to  have  my  views  of  the 
atonement,  as  it  respects  the  electing  decree  of  God.  1  can  give 
it  in  a  few  words.  Although,  1  believe,  tlie  atonement  of  Christ 
to  be  an  expedient  devised  by  infinite  wisdom,  and  fully  suiBcient, 
as  to  its  merits  to  save  the  whole  of  the  human  race,  did  it  com- 
port with  the  will  of  God  ;  sti!!,  I  believe,  that  not  one  of  the 
human  family  will  he  savingly  benefited  by  that  atonement,  but 
those  who  were  given  to  the  Son  from  all  eternity.  I  as  firmly 
believe,  that  there  is  an  election  of  grace,  and  that  they  only  will 
Me  saved,  and  none  but  these,  as  1  believe  anv  truth  in  the  Bible. 
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I  also  believe,  that  not  one  of  the  non-elect,  do  perish  in  conse- 
quence of  any  defect  in  the  sacrifice  of  Christ  upon  the  cross,  or  of 
any  want  of  sincerity  of  God  in  the  offer;  but  wholly  on  account 
of  their  obstinate  rejection  of  the  mercy  offered.  Hence,  I  believe, 
that  the  perfect  sacrifice  of  Christ  is  the  grand  foundation  upon 
which  the  offer  of  salvation  is  indiscriminately  made  to  all,  where- 
ever  the  gospel  comes;  the  application  of  its  benefits  to  the  hearts 
and  consciences  of  sinners,  is  the  sovereign  act  of  God.' 

(signed)  CONRAD  TEN  EICK. 

The  subject  in  relation  to  C.  Ten  Eick,  was  committed  to  A. 
N.  Kittle,  Dr.  Yates,  and  N.  J.  Marselus. 

The  Committee,  in  relation  to  C  Ten  Eick's  case,  reported  the 
following,  which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Whereas,  The  Classis  of  Montgomery,  in  pursuance  of  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Particular  Synod,  have  dealt  with  the  Rev.  Conrad 
Ten  Eick,  relative  to  his  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  the  atone- 
ment, and  have  received  an  answer  from  him  explanatory  of  his 
views,  and  satisfactory  to  them.     Therefore, 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  while  this  Synod  view  the  ex- 
planations of  the  Rev.  Mr.  C  Ten  Eick  as  perfectly  consistent 
with  the  word  of  God,  and  the  excellent  standards  of  our  Church, 
they  do  at  the  same  time  declare  their  conviction,  that  many 
expressions  in  Mr.  Ten  Eick's  defence  are  loose  and  equivocal^ 
and  recommend  to  Mr.  Ten  Eick  to  be  more  cautious  and  cir- 
cumspect in  the  use  of  language  on  that  important  subject. 

A.N.  KITTLE,         ) 

AN  D.  Y  A TES.  )  Committee:' 

N.  J.  MARSELUS.    ) 

2.  The  case  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Nicholas  Jones,  and  Albert 
Amerman,  in  the  following  words,  viz  : — 

"  The  suspension  of  the  Rev.  Nicholas  Jones,  on  which  subject, 
the  following  record  appeared  on  the  minutes  of  Classis. 

Rev.  Nicholas  Jones  appeared  on  the  floor  of  Classis.  The 
President  asked  him  who  was  his  Elder,  delegated  to  attend  this 
meeting  with  him?  He  replied,  he  had  none.  He  was  then  asked, 
why  he  had  none  ?  He  replied,  that  he  did  not  feel  himself  bound 
to  answer  any  questions  put  to  him  by  the  President,  unless  that 
he  was  authorised  to  ask  them  by  the  Classis;  and  that  he  was  not 
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disposed  to  answer  any  questions  of  the  chair  on  the  subject.  He 
was  then  asked  the  reasons  of  hi?  delinquency  in  not  attending  the 
meetings  of  Classis  ?  He  stated,  that  he  did  not  appear  here  as  a 
memiier  of  this  Body — that  he  did  not  consider  any  of  the  persons 
who  voted  in  favour  of  Ten  Eick's  defence,  as  members  of  the 
Classis  of  Montgomery,  and  that  he  wouhl  not  recognize  them  as 
christian  brethren — that  he  could  not  sing  with  them,  pray  Avith 
them,  nor  preach  with  them  ;  and  that  he  did  not  worship  the  same 
God  they  worshipped — and  that  he  still  abides  by  tlie  resolution 
which  he  signed,  contained  in  the  remonstrance  which  appeared 
before  Particular  Synod  in  April,  1 820. 

After  due  deliberation,  and  prayer  to  God  for  direction,  the  fol- 
lowing Resolution  was  passed : 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  Rev.  Nicholas  Jones,  be,  and 
hereby  is  suspended  from  the  exercise  of  his  ministerial  functions, 
for  contumacy  manifested  at  this  time,  and  for  insubordination  to 
the  authority  of  this  Classis,  until  he  make  satisfaction  to  this  Body. 

Mr.  Jones  appealed  from  this  decision  in  the  following  words  : 

The  undersigned  appeals  from  the  decision  of  the  Classis  of 
Montgomery,  suspending  him  from  the  exercise  of  his  ministerial 
functions,  to  the  Particular  Sj'nod  of  Albany  at  their  next  meeting 
in  Schenectady,  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  October,  for  the 
following  reasons  : 

He  has  conscientiously  abstained  from  attending  the  meetings 
of  Classis  since  their  avowal  of  heretical  sentiments  at  Owasco, 
because  he  has  not  felt  at  liberty  to  acknowledge  the  good  stand- 
ing of  those  comi)osing  the  majority  on  that  occasion.  He  cor- 
dially acquiesces  in  the  solemn  condemnation  of  those  sentiments 
hy  the  last  Particular  Synod,  as  contrary  to  the  word  of  God,  and 
the  standards  of  the  Church,  and  can  not  believe  that  his  suspen- 
sion by  men  who  deny  the  truth  in  Jesus,  for  his  conscientious  op- 
position to  them,  is  the  decision  of  the  Head  of  the  Church,  de- 
priving him  of  his  commission. 

(signed)  NICHOLAS  JONES. 
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The  suspension  of  the  Rev.  Albert  Amerman,  on  ^vhich  the  fol- 
lowing record  appeared  on  the  minutes  of  the  Ciassis  of  Mout- 
gemery  : 

The  Rev.  Albert  Amerman  appearing  on  the  floor  of  Ciassis, 
•was  called  upon  to  answer  for  his  delinquency,  and  for  his  insub- 
ordination to  the  authority  of  Ciassis.  He  stated  that  he  did  not 
attend  here  as  a  member  of  this  Body,  and  he  could  not,  in  con- 
science, sit  with  them  and  recognize,  them  as  christian  brethren — 
that  he  vieived  them  as  Ar?nimans,  and  holding  damnable  doctrines — 
and  therefore  he  had  absented  himself  from  their  former  meetings, 
and  now  refused  to  sit  with  them.  He  stated  also,  that  he  had  not 
been  cited  to  appear  here,  and  therefore  thought  he  was  not  bound 
to  make  a  defence  for  his  insubordination.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Storm  S.  Becker  and  Peter  Striker,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  labour  with  Mr.  Amerman,  and  report  to  Ciassis  to-morrow 
morning. 

Heport  of  Committee. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  labour  with  Mr.  Amerman,  report: 
That  they  have  attended  to  the  dutj^  assigned  them,  and  ])eg 
leave  to  state,  that  Mr.  Amerman  declared  that  he  would  continue 
in  the  course  he  has  commenced,  and  that  he  thought  it  his  (hity 
to  come  out  from  this  Body,  and  were  he  cut  otf  by  Ciassis,  that 
act  of  Ciassis  would  only  sanction  his  own  act. 

(signed) 

STORM  S.  BECKER, 
PETER  STRIKER. 

After  a  due  deliberation  of  the  case,  the  following  Resolution 
passed  unanimously  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Albert  Amerman,  he,  and  hereby  is 
suspended  from  the  exercise  of  his  ministerial  functions,  until  he 
make  satisfaction  to  this  Ciassis. 

Mr.  Amerman  appealed  from  the  above  decision  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

The  undersigned,  appeals  from  the  decision  of  the  Ciassis  of 
Montgomery,  suspending  him  from  his  ministerial  functions,  to  the 
Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  at  their  next  meeting  in  Schenectady, 
on  the  second  Wednesday  of  October,  for  the  following  reasons  : 
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He  has  acted  conscientiously  in  refusing  to  attend  the  meetings 
of  Classis  since  the  meeting  at  Owasco,  because  he  has  not  felt  at 
liiierty  to  acknowledge  the  good  standing  of  those  who  have  advo- 
cated the  sentiments  contained  in  the  defence  of  Conrad  Ten 
Eick  ;  and  whereas  the  Particular  Synod  have  solemnly  condem- 
ned those  sentiments,  as  contrary  to  the  word  of  God  and  the 
standards  of  the  Church,  and  the  undersigned  is  fully  persuaded 
that  said  decision  was  scriptural,  he  cannot  believe  that  the  deci- 
sion of  men,  who  publicly  deny  the  truth  in  Jesus,  suspending  him 
for  his  conscientious  o[ti)osition  to  them  in  their  denial  of  that 
truth,  is  the  voice  of  his  master,  calling  him  to  lay  down  his  com- 
mission. 

(signed)  albert  AMERMAN. 

The  appeals  of  Messrs.  Jones  and  Amerman,  in  relation  to  a 
decision  of  the  Classis  of  Montgomery  on  their  case,  was  commit- 
ted to  Dr.  Yales,  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Bronk,  and  the  Elders, 
De  Bidder  and  Shults. 

The  Committee  on  the  appeals  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jones,  and  the 
Rev.  !\Ir.  Amerman,  from  the  decision  of  the  Classis  of  Montgorae- 
rj'^  in  their  case,  reported : 

"  That  they  have  attended  to  the  duties  assigned  them,  and  are 
sorry  to  state,  that  after  a  friendly  and  free  conversation  on  the 
subject,  together  with  expostulations,  shewing  the  disorganizing 
and  ruinous  tendency  of  the  principle  they  have  assumed,  these 
gentlemen  persisted  in  the  opinion,  that  their  insubordination  to 
the  Classis  is  juslitia'ole,  any  rules  of  Church  government  in  our 
Coaslituiiojn  to  the  contrary  uolwithslanding." 

On  the  subject  of  the  appeals,  they  offered  the  following  Resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted : 

Whereas  the  ground  on  which  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Jones  and 
Amerman  rest  their  appeals,  are  considered  as  untenable,  and  sub- 
versive of  all  regular  Church  order,  government,  and  discipline. 

ThercJ'on:  resolved.  That  their  apjfeal  be  not  sustained,  and  that 
they  stand  accordingly  suspended  from  the  exercise  of  their  mini&r 
terial  offices. 

A.  YATES,  Chmrman. 
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("  From  the  above  decision,  Messrs.  Jones  and  Amerman  liave 
appealed. 

Messrs.  Bronk,  Johnston,  and  Fonda,  with  the  Elders,  Riley, 
and  De  Ridder,  were  appointed  to  defend  the  decision  of  this  Sy- 
nod before  General  Synod.") 

3.  The  case  of  the  Rev.  Henry  V.  Wyckoff,  in  the  following 
words,  viz : 

"  A  suspension  of  the  Rev.  Henry  V.  Wyckoff,  in  the  following 
words : — Resolved,  For  the  above  reasons,  that  the  Rev.  Henry  V. 
Wyckoff  be  suspended  for  contumacy  and  contempt,  from  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  ministerial  functions,  until  he  give  ample  satisfaction 
to  this  Classis." 

4.  In  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Sylvanus  Palmer: 

"  A  petition  from  the  Classis  of  Montgomery  to  General  Synod, 
through  the  medium  of  the  Particular  Synod,  for  a  re-hearing  in 
the  case  of  Sylvanus  Palmer,  because  they  believe  that  General 
Synod  have  not  had  the  whole  of  the  facts  in  reference  to  the  case 
before  them." 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CORNELIUS  C.  CUYLER,  Chairman. 

The  first  paragraph  of  the  above  report,  relating  to  the  case  of 
the  Rev.  C.  Ten  Eick,  was  committed  to  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Van 
Pelt,  Cuyler,  Eltinge,  Hoff,  Cornelison,  and  Westbrook. 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  Winslow,  Page,  J.  R.  Hasbrouck,  and  J.  F. 
Schemerhorn,  presented  a  certiScate  of  their  appointment  as  com- 
missioners, to  appear  in  behalf  of  the  Classis  of  Montgomery  in 
all  such  matters  as  relates  to  the  difficulties  in  said  Classis,  which 
may  come  before  General  Synod. 

The  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  reported,  that  he  had  notified  the 
Stated  Clerk  of  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  of  the  injunction  of 
Synod  upon  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  to  prosecute  their  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  Ten  Eick,  at  the  present  meeting  of  this  Synod. 
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The  Commissioners  from  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  heing  cal- 
led U'lon  to  jirosecute  their  appeal ;  declared  that  they  have 
relinquished  the  appeal,  and  assigned  the  reasons. 

The  Committee  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Ten  Eick,  brought  in  the 
following  report : — 

The  Committee,  to  whom  -was  referred,  that  part  of  the  minutes 
of  Ihe  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  which  relates  to  the  case  of  the 
Rev.  C.  Ten  Eick,  report : 

That  it  appears,  from  said  minutes,  that  individual  Ministers,  be- 
longing to  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  have  written  to  him  on  the 
suhject  of  his  doctrinal  sentiments,  to  which  he  has  replied  ;  which 
reiily  is  recocded  both  on  the  minutes  of  the  Classis  of  Montgomery, 
and  the  Synod  of  Albany.  That  both  the  Classis  of  Montgomery, 
and  the  Synod  of  Albany,  have  decided,  that  his  explanations  are 
conformable  to  the  word  of  God,  and  the  standards  of  this  Church, 
and  satisfactory  to  them;  and  that  the  decisions  of  both  Bodies, 
are  at  variance  witli  their  decisions  on  recent  former  occasions. 
Your  Committee,  consider  the  late  decision  of  the  Classis  of  Mont- 
go'nery,  to  be  a  mere  modification  of  their  decision,  when  Mr. 
Ten  Eick  was  tried,  and  the  late  decision  of  the  Synod  of  Albany 
to  be  subversive  of  their  decision,  at  their  special  meeting  in  April 
last.  They  deem  the  late  decisions  of  both  Bodies,  to  be  contrary 
to  the  word  of  God,  and  the  standards  of  this  Church;  and  have 
directed  their  Chairman,  to  offer  for  the  consideration  of  Synod, 
the  following  Resolutions.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

P.  I.  VAN  PELT,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  late  decision  of  the  Particular  Sj'^nod  of 
Albany,  on  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Conrad  Ten  Eick,  as  it  respects 
the  cnarges  preferred  against  him,  is  to  this  Synod  tmsaiisfactori/  ; 
and  if  regarded  as  a  measure  calculated  to  remove  the  suspicions 
against  him,  the  sai<l  Mr.  Conrad  Ten  Eick,  altogether  insutScient. 

2.  That  the  word  of  God,  and  the  standards  of  this  Church,  teach 
us,  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  died  as  an  atoning  sacrifice  only  for 
those  whom  the  Father  has  given  him,  for  whom  in  the  divine 
love  and  wisdom  he  became  the  substituted  victim. 
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3.  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ten  Eick's  former  opinions,  as  on  the 
subject  of  the  atonement  contained  in  his  printed  defence,  meet 
our  decided  disapprobation. 

4.  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ten  Eick,  be  now  called  upon  to  give 
such  satisfaction  to  this  Body,  if  in  his  power,  as  may  remove  the 
difficulties  which  exist  in  his  case. 

The  first  resolution  in  the  above  report  was  adopted.  The  se- 
cond resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table;  and  thejomth 
resolution  was  taken  up. — When  it  was  Resolved,  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  Synod,  Dr.  Fraeligh,  Mr.  Sickles,  and  Dr.  Milledoler,  he  a 
Committee,  to  prepare  written  questions,  to  be  proposed  to  Mr. 
Ten  Eick,  by  Synod. 

The  Committee  reported  the  following,  which  was  adopted. 

Your  Committee,  appointed  to  draw  up  a  number  of  questions, 
to  be  proposed  to  the  Rev.  C.  Ten  Eick,  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
clearly,  his  sentiments  in  relation  to  important  doctrines  of  the 
gospel,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  : — 

1.  Has  Christ  made  atonement  for  the  Elect,  and  for  them  only  ? 

2.  Did  Christ  only  die  for  sin,  so  as  to  make  it  possible  and 
consistent  for  God  to  extend  mercy  to  the  Elect;  or  did  he  die  in 
their  law-place,  and  stead,  as  a  substitute  for  their  persons  ? 

3.  Does  the  atonement  signify  any  thing  more  or  less,  than 
complete  reconciliation  ?  and  is  that  reconciliation  made  equally 
for  all  mankind? 

4.  Does  the  atonement,  as  such,  extend  to  all  to  whom  the  gos- 
pel is  preached  ? 

3.  Do  you  acknowledge,  that  the  sin  of  Adam  is  so  impuled 
to  our  race,  as  to  include  all  men  under  guilt  and  condemnation  ; 
and  that  the  righteousness  of  Christ,  imputed  to  the  Elect,  is  the 
only  ground  of  their  justification  before  God? 

6.  If,  as  you  have  said,  God  cannot  be  sincere  in  the  general  of- 
fers of  the  gospel,  if  a  definite  atonement  be  admitted,  how  can  he 
be  sincere  in  the  general  oifers  of  the  gospel,  if  the  doctrine  of 
Election  be  admitted  ? 

JAMES.  S.  CANNON,  Chatrman. 

The  above  interrogatories,  being  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ten 
Eick,  he  returned  the  following  answers,  in  writing : — 
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Question  1.  Has  Christ  made  atonement  for  the  elect,  and  for 

them  only  ? 

Answer.  Christ  has  died  for  the  elect  only,  as  it  respects  their 
everlasting  salvation,  but  the  non-elect  do  receive  some  temporal 
blessings,  as  flowing  from  the  sacrifice  of   Christ. 

2.  Did  Christ  only  die  for  sin,  so  as  to  make  it  possible  and 
consistent  for  God  to  extend  mercy  to  the  elect;  or  did  he  die 
in  their  law-place  and  stead,  as  a  substitute  for  their  persons  ? 

Answer.  The  evil  nature  of  sin  rendered  an  atonement  neces- 
sary ;  without  an  atonement  it  would  be  impossible  and  inconsist- 
ent for  God  to  extend  mercy  to  any  of  the  human  family,  but 
that  he  obeyed  the  law,  and  suffered  the  curse  in  the  room  and 
stead  of  his  people,  so  that  in  virtue  of  his  atoning  sacrifice,  he  has 
procured  for  the  elect,  faith,  and  every  saving   benefit. 

3.  Does  the  atonement  signify  any  thing  more  or  less  thaa 
complete  reconciliation;  and  is  that  reconciliation  made  equally 
for  all  mankind  ? 

Answer.  I  view  the  atonement  and  reconciliation  as  two  dis- 
tinct things  ;  atonement  removes  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the 
sinner's  salvation,  arising  from  the  character  of  God,  and  the  bro- 
ken law.  Reconciliation  is  one  of  the  benefits,  which  the  elect  be- 
liever receives  through  the  atonement,  and  arises  from  the  cove- 
nant of  the  Father  to  the  Son,  that  his  people  shall  be  willing  in 
the  day  of  his  power. 

4.  Does  the  atonement  as  such  extend  to  all  to  whom  the 
gospel  is  preached  ? 

Answer.  I  believe,  that  the  atonement,  in  itself  considered,  se- 
parate from  the  purpose  of  God,  is  absolutely  sufficient  for  the  salva- 
tion of  the  whole  world,  and  on  this  sufficiency  is  founded  the  com- 
mand ;  go  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature  ;  and,  therefore, 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  man,  where  the  gospel  comes,  to  believe,  and 
for  unbelief  they  are  jfistly  condemned,  and  not  for  the  want  of 
sufficiency  in  the  sacrifice  of  Christ,  but  viewing  the  atonement 
as  it  respects  the  purpose  of  God,  it  is  limited  to  those  only  who 
shall  receive  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  a  living  faith. 

5.  Do  you  acknowledge  the  sin  of  Adam  is  so  imputed  to  our 
race,  as  to  include  ail  men  under  guilt  and  condemnation;  and, 
that  the  righteousness  of  Christ  imputed  to  the  elect,  is  the  only 
ground  of  their  justification  before  God  ? 

Answer,   I  believe  this  doctrine  with  ii\y  whole  heart. 
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The  following  additional  question  was  put  to  Mr.  Ten  Eick,  t© 
which  he  made  the  subjoined  reply. 

Question.  How  do  you  reconcile  temporal  blessings  to  the  non- 
elect,  as  proceeding  from  the  atonement,  with  indefinite  atonement  ? 

Answer.  The  following  view  of  Witsius  meets  ray  views,  and 
I  think  will  give  satisfaction  to  Synod. 

"  The  suretyship  and  satisfaction  of  Christ,  have  also  been  the 
occasion  of  much  good  to  the  reprobate.  For  it  is  owing  to  the 
death  of  Christ,  that  the  gospel  is  preached  to  every  creature;  that 
gross  idolatry  is  abolished  in  many  parts  of  the  world ;  that  hel- 
lish impiety  is  much  restrained  by  the  discipline  of  the  word  of 
God;  that  they  obtain  many  and  excellent,  though  not  saving 
gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit;  that  they  have  escaped  the  pollutions  of 
the  world,  through  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ  :  and,  who,  in  short,  can  enumerate  all  those  blessings  which 
they  enjoy,  not  by  accident  only,  beside  the  intention  of  God  and 
Christ,  but  by  the  determinate  purpose  of  God."     Vol.  1.  p.  329. 

If  this  is  not  satisfactory,  I  would  observe,  that  fallen  angels 
have  no  respite  from  misery — no  day  of  grace — no  ofifers  of  salva- 
tion— 'no  temporal  enjoyment — but  are  reserved  under  chains  of 
darkness,  «fec.  But  through  the  atonement,  the  human  family  en- 
joy these  blessings. 

Synod  then  resolved  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  seve- 
ral answers  given  by  Mr.  Ten  Eick  to  the  questions  of  Synod. 
Whereupon  it  was 

Resolved  1.  That  the  answer  given  by  Mr.  Ten  Eick  to  the 
first  question,  is  approved. 

2.  That  the  second  answer  of  Mr.  Ten  Eick,  is  unsatisfactory, 
because  the  question  proposed  therein,  is  not  explicitly  met. 

3.  That  the  answer  to  the  third  question  is  not  satisfactory,  be- 
cause it  is  not  explicit. 

4.  That  the  answer  to  i\\e  fourth  question,  be  deemed  not  satis- 
factory, because  it  is  not  explicit. 

5.  That  the  answer  to  Xhe^  fifth  question,  is  satisfactory. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  decisions  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Ten  Eick,  and  that  he  be,  and  hereby  is  requested  to  give  more 
clear  and  definite  answers  to  those  questions  which  are  declared  to 
be  unsatisfactory. 
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The  preceding  Resolution  bein?  carried  into  ett'ect,  Mr.  Tea 
Eick  presented  the  following  explanations  : 

In  my  answer  to  the  second  question,  I  did  not  mean  to  convey 
the  idea  that  Christ  died  for  sin  in  the  abstract,  but  that  the  evil 
nature  of  sin  rendered  an  atonement  indispensably  necessary,  and 
that  without  such  an  atonement,  it  was  impossible  for  God  to  ex- 
tend mercy,  even  to  the  elect.  By  the  words,  he  obeyed  in  the 
room  and  stead  of  his  people ;  I  meant,  and  do  mean  to  convey 
the  idea  of  substitution  ;  which  doctrine  I  fully  believe. 

In  the  third  answer,  I  mean  to  be  understood  distinctly  to  say,  I 
do  not  view  atonement  and  reconciliation  the  same,  for  the  reasons 
already  given.  But  if  this  Synod  view  them  as  one  and  the  same 
thing,  I  can  truly  affirm,  that  reconciliation  is  not  equally  made  for 
all,  for  then  all  would  be  saved,  if  they  were  all  reconciled. 

In  the  fourth  answer,  I  viewed  the  words  as  such  in  the  ques- 
tion to  have  reference  to  the  nature  of  the  atonement,  in  itself  con- 
sidered, and  as  such,  I  answered  it,  I  believe,  correctly.  By  the 
words,  separate  from  the  purpose  of  God,  in  the  first  part  of  the 
answer,  I  mean  the  same  as  is  in  the  last  part  of  the  answer,  and 
both  to  have  reference  to  the  design  of  God,  as  to  whom  he  will 
save  by  the  atonement.  The  sufficiency  of  the  atonement,  I  con- 
ceive arises  from  the  dignity  of  Christ's  character,  as  God  and 
man,  and  the  virtue  and  infinite  value  of  his  sufferings.  In  my 
answer  to  this  question,  I  had  reference  particularly  to  the  Cannons 
of  the  Synod  of  Dort,  which  fully  meet  my  views  on  the  subject 
of  atonement. 

In  the  sixth  answer,  I  do  not  intend  to  convey  the  idea  that  any 
ever  will  be  saved  beside  the  elect ;  but  I  also  mean  to  convey 
the  idea,  that  there  is  no  other  imj)ossihility  but  such  as  arises  from 
their  corruption  and  their  total  depravit}^  which  prevents  their 
salvation.  When  I  say  Goil  is  under  no  oldigation  to  save  a  sin- 
gle sinner,  I  mean  that  salvation  is  of  free  grace  to  the  sinner,  and 
whatever  claims  the  Son  may  have  on  the  Father,  to  the  reward 
j)romi3ed  him,  we,  as  sinners,  must  approach  the  throne  of  grace  not 
as  claimants,  but  as  suppliants :    "  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner." 

Whereupon  R^soIjcI,  That  Mr.  Ten  Eick's  explanation  of  his 
second  answer,  be  deemed  satisfactory. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ten  Eick's  explanation  of  his  third  answer, 
taken  in  connexion  with  h\s  firsl  answer,  is  satisfactory. 
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Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ten  Eick's  explanation  of  Kn  fourth  answer, 
is  satisfactory. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  answers  and  explanations  given  by 
Mr.  Ten  Eick,  be  referred  to  the  same  Committee  who  drafted  the 
questions.  Dr.  Cannon  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Commit- 
tee, and  Mr.  De  Witt  was  added  to  it. 

The  Committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is 
as  follows : 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  questions,  answers, 
and  explanations,  in  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Conrad  Ten  Eick,  offer 
the  following  resolutions  to  be  adopted  by  the  General  Synod  : 

Whereas,  The  General  Synod  has  condemned  the  opinions  of  the 
Rev,  Conrad  Ten  Eick,  on  the  subject  of  the  atonement,  as  con- 
tained in  his  printed  defence — Therefore  resolved.  That  Mr.  Ten 
Eick  has  acted  unadvisedly  and  imprudently,  in  publishing  and 
circulating  said  defence,  and  has  merited,  and  does  hereby  receive 
the  reproof  of  this  house. 

Resolved  also.  That  it  be  enjoined  upon  Mr.  Ten  Eick,  hence- 
forth to  declare  himself  on  the  subject  of  the  atonement,  conform- 
ably to  the  views  expressed  by  the  General  Synod  on  this  occasion. 
All  which  is  respectfiilly  submitted. 

SOLOMON  FRiELIGH,  Chairman. 

Against  the  decisions  contained  in  the  preceding  report,  the 
following  protest  was  entered : 

The  undersigned  solemnly  protest  against  the  above  decision,  in 
the  case  of  the  Rev.  C.  Ten  Eick,  because,  in  our  opinion,  he  has 
not,  not  even  in  his  answers  and  explanations,  disavowed  the  er- 
roneous doctrines  on  the  subject  of  the  atonement,  advanced  and 
maintained  in  his  printed  defence;  and  also  because,  in  our  opin- 
ion, his  conduct  in  propogatiog  error,  merits  more  than  mere  re- 
proof from  this  Body,  vt^hile  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Jones  and  Amerman 
are  continued  under  suspension  for  refusing  to  have  Classical  inter- 
course with  the  Rev.  C.  Ten  Eick,  and  those  who  have  sided  with 
him,  in  approving  his  erroneous  doctrines. 

R.  A.  WESTERVELT,  GLOUDY  VAN  DEUSEN, 

CORNELUS  T.  DEMAREST,         PETER  LOUCKS, 
FREDERIC  G.  BERRENGER, 
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The  third  article  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  minutes 
of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  respecting  the  case  of  the  Rev. 
H.  V.  Wyckoff,  was  referred  to  the  same  Committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  a[)pIication  for  a  division  of  the  Classis  of  Montgome- 
ry.    (See  their  report  under  article  10th.) 

In  relation  to  the  last  article  of  the  above  mentioned  report, 
respecting  the  case  of  the  Rev.  S.  Palmer, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Classis  of  Montgomery 
have  leave  to  withdraw  their  application  for  a  re-hearing,  in  the 
ease  of  Sylvanus  Palmer. 


ARTICLE  IX. 
Grievances. 


Nothing  occurred. 


ARTICLE  X. 
Church  Government. 

The  following  communication,  was  received  by  Synod,  and 
referred  to  a  special  Committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mille- 
doler,  and  Messrs.  Labagh,  and  Eltinge  ;  and  the  Elders,  Messrs. 
Cowan  and  Dubois. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 

The  undersigned,  beg  leave  to  represent,  that  as  in  their  consci- 
entious opposition  to  the  Rev.  C.  Ten  Eick,  and  to  the  majority 
of  the  Classis  of  IMontgomery,  we  have  deviated  from  ecclesiasti- 
cal order,  which  deviation  we  do  hereby  confess;  a  deviation  not 
at  all  arising  from  want  of  respect  for  the  General  Synod,  or  the 
constituted  authority  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church:  we  humbly 
pray,  that  the  suspension  of  those  of  us,  who  are  suspended,  may  be 
removed.  And,  further,  as  we  are  satisfied,  and  it  must  appear 
evident  to  our  brethren  from  the  nature  of  things,  that  the  associ- 
ation of  the  minority  in  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  with  the  ma- 
jority, will  not  be  for  edification:  we  pray,  this  General  Synod, 
to  set  apart  said  minority,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Classis  of 
with  power  to  organize  themselves  as  such. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  C.  TOLL,  ALBERT  AMERMAN, 

HENRY  V.  WYCKOFF,  PETER  LOUCKS, 

NICII.  JONES,  GLOUDY  VAN  DEUSEN. 
SYLVANUS  PALMER, 
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The  Committee,  to  whom  the  above  communication  was  refer- 
red, reported — and  their  report  was  adopted^  and  is  as  follows  :— 

The  Committee,  appointed  to  consider  a  communication  made 
to  General  Synod,  by  certain  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Classii 
of  Montgomery,  beg  leave  to  report: — 

That  they  have  carefully  attended  to  the  matter  contained  in 
said  communication;  and,  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace,  and 
advancement  of  the  prosperity  of  the  Churches  of  that  Classis,  do 
earnestly  recommend  to  General  Synod,  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing Resolutions,  namely : — 

Resolved.  1.  That  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Wyckofif,  Jones,  and  Amer- 
man,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed  to  return  to  the  Classis  of 
Montgomery,  and  to  make  satisfaction  to  said  Classis,  in  the  fol. 
lowing  words,  viz  : — 

In  our  conscientious  opposition,  to  the  majority  of  the  Classis 
of  Montgomery,  we  have  used  rash  expressions,  and  have  devi- 
ated from  ecclesiastical  order,  which  expressions  and  deviation, 
we  confess  and  regret. 

2.  That  upon  such  acknowledgment,  and  return  to  their  duty, 
the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed,  to 
restore  them  to  their  former  good  standing. 

3.  That  on  the  return  and  restoration  of  said  Ministers,  the 
Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed,  to 
organize  into  a  new  Classis,  the  following  Ministers  and  Churches, 

namely : — * 

♦MINISTERS.  CHURCHES. 

Henry  V.  Wyckoff,  without  a  charge. 

Nicholas  Jones,  Pastor  of        -        -  -  Sharon  and  Rhinebeck. 

Albert  Amerman,  Pastor  of        -        -        -      Johns-Town  and  Mayfield. 

John  C.  Toll,  Pastor  of         -        -  -  Westerlo  and  Middletown. 

Sylvanus  Palmer,  Pastor  of         -        -        -      Fonda'g-busli  and  Albany-bush. 

Abraham  Brokaw,  Pastor  of  .  .       _  Tlie  Church  at  Ovid. 

Vacant        -        -        .        _       .        2nd  Church  of  Charles  Town. 

To  be  known  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Classis  of 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

PHILIP  MILLEDOLER,  Chainnm. 

It  was  also  Resolved,  That  in  case  the  above  named  suspended 
Ministers,  shall  not  forthwith  desist  from  preaching,  and  other 
ministerial  duties,  then  the  contemplated  restoration  shall  not 
take  place. 
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ARTICLE  XL 

Doctrines  and  Morals, 

The  following  Resolutions  were  adopted  : — ■ 

Resolved,  That  the  word  of  God,  and  the  standards  of  this 
Church,  teach  us,  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  died  as  an  atoning 
sacrifice,  only  for  those  whom  the  Father  has  given  him;  for 
whom,  in  the  divine  love  and  wisdom,  he  became  the  substituted 
victim. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Conrad  Ten  Eick's  former  opinions,  on  the 
subject  of  the  atonement,  as  contained  in  his  printed  defence, 
meet  our  decided  disapprobation. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  also  adopted : — 

Whereas,  it  has  been  repeatedly  alleged,  on  the  floor  of  this 
Synod,  that  some  of  its  members  have  denied  the  infinite  value 
and  sufficiency  of  the  death  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  expiate  the  sins  of 
the  whole  world;  and  whereas,  the  expression  of  the  sense  of 
Synod  on  this  subject,  at  this  time  is  deemed  important.  There- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  house,  that  the  death  of 
Jesus  Christ,  as  a  sacrifice  and  satisfaction,  is  of  infinite  worth 
and  value,  abundantly  sufficient  to  expiate  the  sins  of  the  whole 
world  ;  but,  that  this  infinite  value,  and  dignity  of  the  death  of 
Jesus  Christ,  is  solely  derived  from  the  considerations  mentioned 
in  the  fourth  article,  under  the  second  head  of  doctrine,  in  the 
Cannons,  and  from  none  other. 

ARTICLE  XII. 
Customs  and  Usages. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

Schools,  and  Christian  Education. 
Nothing  occurred. 
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ARTICLE  XIV. 

^eens  College. 
A  Committee  of  the  Trustees  of  Queens  College  made  the  fol- 
lowing communication,  which  was  referred  to  the  same  Committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Corporation. 

(See  their  report  under  the  article  "  Board  of  Corporation.") 

The  undersigned,  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  Queens  College  in  New-Jersey,  to  lay  before  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  certain  communications,  on 
the  subject  of  the  differences  existing  between  the  Board  of  Cor- 
poration of  the  General  Synod,  and  the  Board  of  Trustees,  !ieg 
leave,  respectfully  to  submit  to  the  General  Synod,  the  following 
statement : 

That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Queens  College,  desirous  of  evin- 
cing to  the  Board  of  Cor|)oration,  appointed  by  General  Synod, 
their  desire  to  avoid  litigation,  and  to  satisfy  them  and  the  Synod, 
that  the  Trustees  had  no  other  object  in  view,  than  the  prosperity 
of  the  Church,  and  faithfully  to  discharge  the  obligations  they  were 
under  to  those,  who  had  committed  to  their  trust  the  funds  now  in 
their  hands,  did,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  held  in  New-Brunswick, 
on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  September,  make  the  following  Resolu- 
tion: 

"Resolved,  That  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees belonging  to  the  Professoral  Fund,  be  loaned  by  this  Board 
to  the  Board  of  Corporation  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church,  on  the  condition  that  the  Board  of  Corporation  ex- 
ecute to  this  Board  an  instrument  of  writing,  binding  themselves 
to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  said  fund  according  to  the  agree- 
ment between  this  Board  and  General  Synod,  in  the  year  1807, 
for  the  support  of  the  Theological  Seminary  in  the  City  of  New- 
Brunswick,  in  the  State  of  New-Jersey — and  in  case  the  Theolo- 
gical School  be  removed  from  the  City  of  New-Brunswick,  then, 
and  in  such  case,  the  said  Board  of  Corporation  shall  refund  the 
principal  so  placed  in  their  hands.  And  further,  the  monies  loan- 
ed to  individuals,  where  they  are  considered  safe,  and  the  interest 
punctually  paid,  shall  not  be  called  in  within  less  than  three  years; 
and  upon  further  condition,  that  an  amicable  arrangement  can  be 
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effected  on  the  subject  of  the  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  twelve 
dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents  they  claim  from  this  Board;"  thus 
giving  to  the  General  Synod,  not  only  the  control  of  the  interest 
of  the  Theological  Fund,  but  actually  committing  to  them  the  prin- 
cipal; and  which  they  had  fondly  hoped  would  have  been  alto- 
gether satisfactory  to  the  Board  of  CorjiorHtion.  But  what  was 
their  astonishment,  when  they  were  informed  by  the  Board  of  Cor- 
poration, that  the  offer  of  transfer  was  accompanied  with  certaia 
conditions,  which  could  not  be  acceded  to. 

Permit  us  to  examine  and  explain  the  conditions  contained  in 
this  offer  of  transfer,  made  in  good  faith,  and  with  a  sincere  desire 
to  do  away  existing  differences  and  collisions.  The  Committee 
are  induced  to  believe,  that  the  most  objectionable  of  the  condi- 
tions contained  in  the  Resolution  referred  to,  is  the  one  requiring 
that  the  principal  shall  be  returned,  whenever  the  Synod  shall 
cease  to  apply  the  interest  arising  therefrom  to  the  support  of  a 
Theological  Professor  in  New-Brunswick — And  if  the  Committee 
are  right  in  this  conclusion,  it  brings  the  differences  existing  be- 
tween the  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  Sj^nod  to  a  point,  upon  which 
the  Committee  think  it  their  duty  to  be  plain  and  explicit,  that 
the  Synod  may  fully  understand  the  motives  by  which, the  Board 
of  Trustees  are  actuated. 

The  Synod  had  for  many  years  been  endeavouring  to  raise  mo- 
ney for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  Theological  Seminary  for  the 
education  of  a  faithful  and  able  ministry  in  the  Dutch  Church,  all 
of  which  proved  abortive — when  in  the  year  1807,  the  Trustees 
proposed  to  the  Synod,  to  unite  the  Theological  with  the  Literary- 
Institution — to  locate  the  Theological  Seminary  at  New-Bruus- 
wick — and  that  the  monies  raiseil  by  the  Trustees,  in  the  State  of 
New-York,  should  be  a  fund  exclusively  aj)propriated  to  the  sup- 
port of  a  Theological  Professorship  in  the  College,  and  to  the  as- 
sistance of  poor  and  pious  young  men.  All  of  which  w^s  agret  d 
to,  on  the  part  of  Synod,  and  the  Theological  Seminary  was  loca- 
ted at  New-Brunswick,  as  appears  by  the  covenant  entered  into 
between  the  Synod  and  Board  of  Trustees. 

In  pursuance  of  this  agreement,  the  Trustees  proceeded  in  ma- 
king collections,  to  rai.se  a  fund  in  the  State  of  New-York,  for  the 
3Up[tort  of  a  Theological  Professor  in  New- Brunswick,  and  they  so 
far  succeeded,  that  their  success,  together  wiJi  the  efforts  of  Synod, 
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awakened  the  attention  of  the  Churches  generally ;  and  the  Synod 
are  now  reaping  the  harvest  of  the  labours  of  the  Trustees. 

The  Church  is  now  in  the  possession  of  a  Theological  Semina- 
ry, that  has  already  sent  out  many  able  young  men,  well  rooted  and 
grounded  in  the  doctrines  of  our  holy  religion,  and  which  promises 
more  extensive  blessings  to  the  Church  at  large:  the  Great  Head 
of  the  Church  has  indeed  blessed  this  School  of  the  Prophets,  for 
which  our  hearts  ought  to  be  filled  with  gratitude,  and  urges  us  to 
greater  diligence  in  so  good  a  work. 

Here,  then,  we  have  the  conditions,  upon  which  the  Trustees 
did  undertake  the  establishment  of  a  Theological  Seminary,  at 
New-Brunswick,  under  the  patronage  of  the  General  Synod,  in 
connection  with  the  Literary  Institution; — painful  as  it  may  be, 
it  is  nevertheless  true ;  that  notwithstanding  the  greatest  efforts 
of  the  Trustees  to  keep  it  up,  the  Literary  Institution  has  alto- 
gether failed;  and,  as  we  believe,  principally  from  a  prevailing 
opinion,  that  the  Literary,  gave  no  support  to  the  Theological 
Seminary.  The  Trustees  have  been  obliged,  although  reluctant- 
ly, to  abandon  it,  and  have  offered  the  buildings,  which  cost  up- 
wards of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  (with  the  exception- of  one  room 
for  the  accommodation  of  a  Grammar  School  and  the  western 
dwelling)  to  General  Synod,  for  the  |)ur|ioses  of  the  Theological 
Seminary;  and,  we  feel  persuaded,  that  we  may  safely  say,  that 
the  Trustees  would  willingly  agree  to  transfer  the  whole  building 
and  lot  to  the  Sj'nod,  for  the  purposes  of  a  Theological  Seminary 
upon  receiving  such  a  sum,  as  would  be  sufficient  to  enable  them  to 
erect  a  small  building  for  the  accommodation  of  a  Grammar  School. 
Nay  more,  we  feel  persuaded,  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  would 
agree  to  unite  with  the  Synod,  in  an  application  to  the  Legislature 
of  this  State,  praying,  that  an  act  may  be  passed,  authorising  the 
Board  to  transfer  all  the  funds  in  their  hands  to  General  Synod, 
on  the  condition  that  the  Theological  Seminary  remain  located  at 
New-Brunswick. 

We  mention  the  condition,  because,  we  believe  it  would  be 
our  duty,  and  the  oath  we  have  taken  imposes  upon  us  the  obliga- 
tion, to  resist  any  attempt  that  may  be  made  to  wrest  the  funds 
out  of  our  hands,  exce|)t  upon  the  conditions  stated.  Knowing  as 
we  do,  that  they  were  expressly  given  upon  those  conditions — 
and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  any  attempt  to  get  the  fundf 
out  of  the  possession  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  aud  to  appropriate 


OCTOBER,  1820.  35 

the  proceeds  elseAvhere,  (except  it  be  by  an  amicable  arrangement 
between  tliem  and  the  Synod)  will  be  resisted  by  the  Board,  and 
must  ultimately  fail  of  success. 

We  think  it  our  duty  to  be  thus  explicit,  because  we  are  satis- 
fied, that  the  Board  of  Trustees  have  maturely  considered,  and 
made  up  their  minds  on  the  sulject — that  they  cannot  do  other- 
wise, without  doing  violence  to  their  own  consciences. 

If  the  General  Synod  shall  be  of  0[)inion,  that  it  is  best  to 
remove  the  Theological  Seminar}'^  to  some  other  place — we  have 
not  a  word  to  say — the  Synod  are  the  watchmen,  and  we  submit 
in  silence;  but  in  such  case,  the  funds  raised  and  given  for  a 
Theological  Seminary,  at  New-Brunswick,  will  remain  as  tjiey 
are,  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Trustees;  and,  if  there  should  be 
no  Professor  of  Theology  here,  to  claim  the  interest  arising  there- 
on, it  will  be  sulfered  to  accumulate;  and  may,  perhaps,  be  very 
useful  to  some  generation  after  us. 

We  also  beg  leave  to  present  a  copy  of  another  resolution,  en- 
tered into  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  at  their  meeting  in  September 
last,  on  the  subject  of  the  balance  claimed  by  the  Board  of  Cor- 
por.ition. 

"  Whereas,  the  Board  of  Trustees,  have  expended  the  sum  of 
eight  thousand  dollars,  on  the  lot  and  college  building  since  the 
year  1813,  and  have  heretofore  expended  the  sum  of,  at  least, 
seven  thousand  dollars  in  erecting  and  finishing  the  East  Wing  of 
the  College  Edifice.  And,  whereas,  they  have  approjjriated 
eighteen  hundred  dollars,  for  the  purchase  of  a  Lii)rary,  which 
said  sums  have  been  supplied  by  the  literary  fund  of  Queens  Col- 
lege. And  as  the  said  Edifice  and  Lil)rary,  have  been,  and  are 
occupied  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
in  this  place;  and  as  the  funds  in  the  possession  of  tjie  General 
Synod,  are  by  the  occupation  of  the  Building  and  Librarj'  exon- 
erated from  a  portion  of  annual  expenditure,  with  which  they 
would  be  otherwise  charged.  This  Board  consider  the  balance 
of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  fifty-seven 
cents,  heretofore  charged  to  the  literary  fund,  paid,  and  overpaid. 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer,  be  directed  to  charge  the  said 
sum,  with  interest  thereon,  to  the  professeral  fund,  and  discharge 
the  literarv  fund  therefrom." 
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In  relation  to  the  lands  lying  in  the  State  of  New-York,  con- 
veyed to  this  Board,  we  observe,  that  if  nothing  (no  estate)  passed 
by  the  conveyance  to  the  Board,  nothing  can  be  gained  by  a  re- 
conveyance from  the  Board;  and,  as  a  quit  claim  from  the  original 
owners  cannot  give  title,  we  respectfiilly  suggest  the  propriety  of 
an  application  to  the  Legislature  of  New-York,  authorising  a  direct 
conveyance  of  those  lands,  by  the  original  proprietors,  to  the  Board 
of  Corporation. 

The  Committee,  close  this  communication,  in  the  sincere  de- 
sire, that  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  will  direct  the  General 
Synod,  to  the  adoption  of  Buch  measures,  as  shall  have  a  tenden- 
cy to  extend  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  and  be  productive  of  har- 
mony, and  good  will  in  all  the  Churches. 

J.  R.  HARDENBERGH,) 

J 0  H  N  L  i;  D  LO  W ,  )  Committee. 

WM.  P.  DEARE,  ) 

Nc7V-Bmnsrvick,0ct.  9,  1820. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

Professorate. 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  submitted  the  following  recom- 
mendation ; 

*'  Whereas  Mr.  D.  Van  Olinda,  of  approved  talents  and  piety, 
TN'ishes  to  prosecute  his  literary  studies  for  one  year,  with  a  view  of 
entering  into  the  Theological  College,  and  is  not  possessed  of  re- 
quisite means  to  defray  hisexpences,  the  Board  of  Superintendents, 
to  whom  he  has  submitted  his  case,  recommend  him  to  General 
Sjnod,  as  a  fit  person  to  be  assisted  from  the  Van  Bunschooten 
Fund.  By  order  of  the  Board, 

CORNELIUS  C.  CUYLER,  Clerk,  pro.  tern. 

Resolved,  That  Blr.  D.  Van  Olinda,  be  recommended  to  the 
Trustees  of  Queens  College,  as  a  suitalile  person  to  receive  assist- 
ance from  the  Van  Bunschooten  Fund,  for  the  purpose  of  pursuing 
his  literary  studies  for  one  year,  as  prejjaratory  to  his  Theological 
studies. 


BTothing  occurred. 


Nothing  occurred. 


Nothing  occurred. 


Nothing  occurred. 


Nothing  occurred. 
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Attri'  LE  XVI. 
SfudeiiiS  in  liLiology. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 
Church  Visitation. 

ARTICLE  XVIII. 
Prevailing  Sins* 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

Missions, 

ARTICLE  XX. 
Wido-w''s  Fund. 

ARTICLE  XXI. 
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Pnrticularia. 
Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Palmer,  for  having  expressed  a 
eoTiteiiijit  of  the  starularde  of  the  Refi>rmed  Dutch  Churcli,  by  de- 
claring, in  the  presence  of  the  General  Synod,  that  he  hoped  the 
day  was  not  far  off,  when  our  standards  will  l)e  subservient  to  the 
■word  of  God — be  called  Ujjon  by  the  President,  to  offer  an  apology 
to  this  Synod. 

Mr.  Palmer  being  called  upon,  declined  to  offer  any  apology. 

Whereupon  resolvfd.  That  the  seat  of  the  Rev.  Mr,  Palmer  be 
vacated,  on  account  of  his  persevering  contempt  of  the  standards 
ef  this  Church. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 
Fasioral  Letter. 


Nothing  occurred. 
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ARTICLE  XXIII. 
Eynodical  Jirchives. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 

Resumption  and  Close. 

The  minutes  were  rea<l  and  approved. 

Resolved^  That  the  Stated  Clerk  publish  750  copies  of  the  Min- 
utes of  this  Synod,  dulj  authenticated ;  and  that  he  «listribute 
among  the  Classes  the  number  of  copies  directed  by  them. 

ARTICLE  XXV. 

»Adjournment. 
Synod  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the   City  of  Albany,  on  the  first 
Wednesday  of  June,  1821,  at  lu  o'clock,  A.  M. 

JAMES  S.  CANNON,  President 
CORNELIUS  C.  CUYLER,  Adsessar. 
JOHN  GOSMAN,  Clerk. 

Official  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

JOHN  KNOX,  Stated  Clerk. 
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